
HOUSE No. 605
By Mr. Brox of Dracut (by request), petition of Reuben Hall that the Milk

Control Commission be authorized to make rules and regulations for the stabiliza-
tion of the market for milk. Agriculture.

* In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two.

An Act providing that the milk control commission may issue

ORDERS, RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE STABILIZATION OF THE
MARKET FOR MILK.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 94A of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 12, as most recently amended by section 4 of
3 chapter 604 of the acts of 1953, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:
5 Section 12. Not less than twenty-five per cent of the Massa-
-6 chusetts producers, qualifying by production of milk, during the
7 month of April in the license year next preceding the date of
8 petition, for sale or distribution as fluid milk in any particular
9 Massachusetts market, may petition the commission for emer-

-10 gency action to stabilize that market. Such a petition shall be
11 in writing, with an affidavit that it is signed by the requisite
12 number of qualified producers, shall define the boundaries and
13 limits of the market, and shall allege that one or more of the
14 following conditions exists therein:
15 (1) The full and regular payment to such producers for their
16 milk as provided under applicable commission or federal order is

®7 imperiled; or
18 (2) The level of prices payable to such producers, as estab-
-19 lished by applicable commission or federal order, is threatened
20 with disruption; or,
21 (3) The competitive situation in such market tends to injure
22 and impair small business and to create a monopoly; or,
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23 (4) The regular, continuous and adequate supply of fresh,
24 pure milk from approved sources sufficient to meet the normal
25 requirements of such market and to protect the public health
26 therein cannot be assured.
27 Upon receipt of such a petition, the commission shall make
28 such examination and investigation as is authorized by this
29 chapter or is necessary to ascertain the facts and if, after such
30 examination and investigation and after public hearing held
31 after due notice, the commission finds that the petition has been
32 properly signed and submitted and that one or more of the allege^
33 conditions does exist in the market specified, the commission may
34 declare that emergency market stabilization is required and may
35 thereupon issue such orders, rules and regulations for such market
36 as it deems necessary, including the establishment by official
37 order of the minimum spread between the minimum Class I
38 price payable to producers, as determined by applicable commis-
-39 sion or federal order, and the retail and/or wholesale selling
40 prices of such package or unit of milk sold therein. For the
41 purpose of such orders, rules and regulations, the milk in each
42 package or unit will be assumed to have a butterfat content of
43 three and seven tenths per cent. Not less than ninety days after
44 the effective date of such orders, rules and regulations, and not
45 more than once during the twelve months following such effective
46 date, upon order of the governor or upon request of the milk
47 regulation board, the commission shall, by public hearing held
48 after due notice, review conditions in such market to determine
49 whether or not there is a continuing need for emergency market
50 stabilization. If, after such review, the commission finds that
51 such need does not exist, all orders, rules and regulations issued
52 as a result of the original declaration shall cease to be effective.
53 If, after such review, the commission finds and declares that such
54 a continuing need does still exist, all orders, rules and regulations
55 then in effect shall remain in effect, subject to revision based on
56 new evidence, if any, resulting from the review, unless such
57 declaration is disapproved by the milk regulation board. At"
58 orders, rules and regulations issued by the commission for emer-
-59 gency market stabilization shall expire one year from the date of
60 original issue notwithstanding the fact that such declaration
61 may have been reviewed and that such orders, rules and regula-
-62 tions may have been revised as a result of such review.


