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By Mr. Cohen of Brookline, petition of Beryl W. Cohen for an investigation by
a special commission (including members of the General Court) relative to the laws
pertaining to crime. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two.

Resolve providing for an investigation and study relative
to THE EXISTING PROVISIONS OF LAWS PERTAINING TO CRIME IN

THE COMMONWEALTH.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to consist of
2 two members of the senate to be designated by the president
3 thereof, three members of the house of representatives to be
4 designated by the speaker thereof, four persons to be appointed
5 by the governor, three of whom shall be district attorneys and
6 one of whom shall be the chief of police of a city or town, the
7 attorney general or his designee, and the police commissioner
8 of the city of Boston, is hereby established for the purpose of
9 making an investigation and study relative to the existing pro-

10 visions of laws pertaining to crime in the commonwealth with
11 reference to the advisability of revising and simplifying the same
12 and more specifically to consider such changes and revisions as
13 will: (a) restate, enumerate and accurately define substantive
14 provisions of law relating to crimes and offenses by adding or

■l5 amending language where necessary so as to improve substan-
-16 five content and remove ambiguity and duplication; (5) elimi-
-17 nate existing substantive provisions of law which are no longer
18 useful or necessary; (c) rearrange and regroup, topically, sub-
-19 stantive provisions of law so as to make for orderly and logical
20 grouping of related subject matter; and (d) reappraise, in the
21 light of current knowledge and thinking, existing substantive
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provisions relating to sentencing, the imposing of penalties and
the theory of punishment relative to crime.

Said commission shall be provided with quarters in the state
house or elsewhere, may hold hearings, may require by sum-
mons the attendance and testimony of witnesses and the pro-
duction of books and papers, may travel within and without the
commonwealth, and may expend for clerical and other services
and expenses such sums as may be appropriated therefor. Said
commission shall report to the general court the results of its
investigation and study, and its recommendations, if any, to-
gether with drafts of legislation necessary to carry its
mendations into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the
house of representatives on or before the fourth Wednesday of
December in the current year.
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