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By Mr. Conn of Melrose, petition of Joseph K. Collins relative to the creation
of the office of associate justice in certain district courts and the abolition of the
office of special justice therein. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two

An Act relative to the creation of the office of associate
JUSTICE IN CERTAIN DISTRICT COURTS AND THE ABOLITION OF THE
OFFICE OF SPECIAL JUSTICE THEREIN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as folloi

1 Section 1. Chapter 218 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 6 the following sections:
3 6A, 6B and 6C.
4 Section 6A. From and after September first, nineteen hun-
-5 dred and sixty-two, as vacancies occur in the office of special
6 justices of district courts in which the presiding justices are re-
-7 quired to devote their entire time to their duties under section
8 seventy-seven A of this chapter, such vacancies shall not be
9 filled and such office shall be abolished.

10 Section 68. There is hereby created the office of associate
11 justice of the district courts. As vacancies occur from and after
12 September first, nineteen hundred and sixty-two, in the office of
13 special justice in district courts numerated in section seventy-
-14 seven A of this chapter there shall be appointed pursuant to the
15 constitution an associate justice of the district court in which

i 6 such vacancy shall occur, until the total of the associate justices
17 in such courts shall reach the following numbers:
18 In the counties of Berkshire, Hampden, Hampshire and
19 Franklin, three;
20 In the county of Worcester, three
21 In the county of Middlesex, five;
22 In the county of Essex, three;
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23 In the county of Suffolk, four;
24 In the county of Norfolk, two;
25 In the counties of Plymouth, Bristol, Barnstable, Nantucket
26 and Dukes county, two.
27 At such time as the appointments of associate justices in the
28 counties or groups of counties set forth in the preceding sentence
29 shall reach the numbers specified therein no further appoint-
-30 ments to the office within such counties or groups of counties
31 shall thereafter be made except to fill vacancies.
32 Section 6C. Associate justices of the district courts shall de-
-33 vote their entire time during ordinary business hours to their
34 duties and shall not, directly or indirectly, engage in the prac-
-35 tice of law. Such associate justices shall exercise all the powers
36 and be subject to all the duties of a presiding justice, and
37 wherever reference is made in the general laws or in any rules
38 of court to a justice or justices it shall be deemed to include
39 associate justices or an associate justice unless otherwise specif-
-40 ically stated or otherwise required by the context. The salary
41 of such associate justice shall be one thousand dollars less than
42 the salary of a presiding justice under general laws, chapter
43 two hundred and eighteen, section seventy-seven A.

1 Section 2. Chapter 218 of the General Laws is further
2 amended by adding at the beginning of the first sentence of the
3 second paragraph of section 6 the following words: Subject
4 to the provisions of section six A of this chapter, and, —so
5 that said second paragraph shall read as follows:
6 Subject to the provisions of section six Aof this chapter, and
7 except in the municipal court of the city of Boston, there shall
8 be two special justices in every district court having two jus-
-9 tices and one special justice in every other district court. No

10 vacancy in the office of special justice shall be filled unless and
11 until the number of special justices for such court shall be less
12 than the number provided therefor in this section.


