
HOUSE . 1496

By Mr. Curtiss of Sheffield, petition of Allen Zenowitz for adoption of resolutions
by the General Court urging the Department of State to take a firm position
against Arab interference in the conduct of the affairs of American citizens and
businessmen and certain related matters. ConstitutionalLaw.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Tw

Resolutions urging the department of state to take a firm
POSITION AGAINST ARAB INTERFERENCE IN THE CONDUCT OF THE
AFFAIRS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS AND BUSINESSMEN AND CERTAIN
RELATED MATTERS.

Whereas, Arab nations including the United Arab Republic, Iraq,
Jordan, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Libya, Sudan, Tunisia and
Morocco, functioning as the Arab League, have been conducting a
boycott of certain American citizens, business and industry; and

Whereas, The Arab League has blacklisted all American ships
which have touched at Israeli ports of call; and

Whereas, American firms doing business in Israel are cut off from
trade with Arab countries; and

Whereas, Arab League countries continue to make strenuous
efforts to prevent most American companies controlled or managed,
partially or wholly, by Americans of the Jewish faith from establish-
ing commercial relationships with countries that are members of the
Arab League; and

Whereas, American servicemen and Armed Forces employees of
Jewish faith are not permitted to serve at the Dhahran Airbase in

•'Saudi Arabia; and
Whereas, American citizens, because they are members of the

Jewish faith, are generally not permitted to disembark in such Arab
countries as Jordan and Saudi Arabia; and

Whereas, Approximately five hundred American business firms
during nineteen hundred and sixty received warning through the
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United Stales mails from Arab boycott officers in Damascus and
Kuwait that if Americans have commercial dealings with Israel,
they must forego doing business with Arab countries; and

Whereas, Individual Hollywood motion picture stars have also
been blacklisted, and have been prevented from playing in some
Arab League countries even under United States State Department
auspices; and

Whereas, American citizens of the Jewish faith are generally
excluded from private employment in any capacity in any Arab
owned or controlled company; and

Whereas, With the approval of the Department of Agriculture,
Commodity Credit Corporation and the United States Navy, con-
tracts for the shipment of United States surplus wheat to the United
Arab Republic provide that the vessel may not have traded at
Israeli ports; and

Whereas, The Democratic Party platform of nineteen hundred
and sixty pledged the protection of the rights of American citizens
to travel, to pursue lawful trade, and to engage in other lawful
activities abroad without distinction as to race or religion, and
has further pledged to oppose any international agreement or treaty
which by its terms or practices differentiates among American citi-
zens on grounds of race or religion; and

Whereas, The Republican Party platform of nineteen hundred
and sixty pledged to seek an end to transit and trade restrictions,
blockades and blacklists, and further pledged to secure freedom of
navigation on international waterways and the cessation of discrimi-
nation against Americans on the basis of religious beliefs; therefore
be it

Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts respectfully
urges the Department of State to take a firm position against Arab
interference in the conduct of the affairs of American citizens and
businessmen, to abstain from any accommodation to Arab League
boycott activities and policies, whether passive or overt, to resist
any efforts by Arab nations to maintain or widen its boycott activi-

d States, and to exert all possible efforts and utilize
its resources to the fulfillment of the spirit and purposes of the

elutions; and be it furthe
Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be forwarded by the

secretary of the commonwealth to the Secretary of State of the
United States.


