
. No. 1771HOUSE .

�

By Mr. Patrone of Boston, petition of Charles L. Patrone and others relative to
summonses for violations of the motor vehicle laws, requiring filing of copies thereof
and providing for an audit system in connection therewith. Highways and Motor
Vehicles.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Tw r o.

an Act relative to summonses for violations of the motor
VEHICLE LAWS, REQUIRING FILING OF COPIES THEREOF AND PRO-

VIDING FOR AN AUDIT SYSTEM IN CONNECTION THEREWITH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 27, inserted by chapter 592 of

the acts of 1961, and inserting in place thereof the following

5 Section 27. Whenever a person operating a motor vehicle is
6 halted or observed by a police officer or registry of motor ve-
7 hides personnel having police powers under section twenty-
-8 nine of said chapter for any violation of any statute, by-law,
9 ordinance or regulation relating to the operation or control of

10 motor vehicles other than violations of section twenty A, the
11 police officer or registry of motor vehicles personnel shall make
12 out a notice of such violation and such notice shall be referred
13 forthwith to the chief of police or chief administrative officers
14 of the traffic enforcement agency who shall take one of the
15 following actions:
16 1. Send a written warning.
17 2. Refer to the registrar of motor vehicles for action.
IS 3. Apply for a summons to the district court having juris-
-19 diction.

Cftc CommontoealtJ) of Massachusetts

4 section:



[Jan.HOUSI No. 1771.)

<?

20 All copies of such notice shall be signed by the officer and en-
-21 dorsed by the head of the department or a person authorized
22 by the head of the department. Upon the issuance of three
23 warnings within a 3'ear it shall be mandatory for the registrar
24 of motor vehicles to suspend the license for a period of thirty
25 days.

26 Notices shall be consecutively numbered and consist of four
27 parts: (1) notice to the operator of the action to be taken;
28 (2) copy to the district court having jurisdiction; (3) copy to
29 the registrar of motor vehicles; (4) copy to be retained by the
30 police department or by the member of registry personnel hav-
-31 ing police powers under section twenty-nine of said chapter.
32 Such notice shall be on a uniform traffic ticket, the form of
33 which shall be approved by the administrative committee of
34 the district courts, the chief justice of the Boston municipal
35 court, the registrar of motor vehicles and a chief of police desig-
-36 nated by the governor. Such notice shall contain the name and
37 address of the offender, the number of his license, if any, to
38 operate motor vehicles, his date of birth, the registration nnm-
-39 ber of the vehicles involved, the time and place of such viola-
-10 tion, and the specific offense charged.
41 At or before the completion of each tour of duty, the police
42 officer or registry of motor vehicles personnel having police
43 power halting such operators or observing such violations shall
44 give to the chief of police or chief administrative officer of the
45 traffic enforcement agency or division the copies of each notice
46 of such violations.
17 When a summons is requested and issued, if any person fails
48 to appear in accordance with the requirements of such sum-
-49 mons, if the person was served at his last and usual place of
50 abode a second summons shall be issued to be served in hand,
51 and if such person thereafter fails to appear in accordance with
52 the requirement of such summons, a warrant for his arrest
53 shall be issued, and the clerk shall notify the registrar who shall
54 forthwith suspend the right of such person to operate motor
55 vehicles, or his license, if any, to operate the same, and shall
56 not reinstate such right or license or issue a renewal thereof to
57 such person until after notice from the clerk of the court having
58 jurisdiction of such complaint that the same has been disposed
59 of in accordance with law, and it shall be the duty of the clerk
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of the court having jurisdiction of such complaint to notify the
registrar forthwith that such case has been disposed of.

The registrar shall provide uniform traffic citations meeting
the requirements of this section in books to the chiefs of police
and chief administrative officers of traffic agencies and officers
of every traffic enforcement agency in the commonwealth or of
its political subdivisions.

The chief of police or chief administrative officer of the
traffic enforcement agency of every such traffic enforcement
agency shall be responsible for the issuance of such books and
shall maintain a record of every such book and each citation
contained therein issued to individual members of the traffic
enforcement agency and shall require and retain a receipt for
every book so issued.

The chief of police or chief administrative officer of the traffic
enforcement agency shall require the return to him of all copies
of every citation which has been spoiled or upon which any
entry has been made and not completed.

The chief of police or chief administrative officer of the
traffic enforcement agency shall also maintain or cause to be
maintained in connection with every traffic citation a record
of the disposition of the charge.

Every record of traffic citations required of the chief of police
or chief administrative officer of the traffic enforcement agency
shall be audited quarterly by the registrar.

Within ten days after the conviction or default of the person
on a charge of such violation, the clerk of such court shall
forward to the registry of motor vehicles the abstract of the
record of said court in which said person is so convicted or
defaulted, which abstract shall be certified by the clerk to be
true and correct. Said abstract shall include the name and
address of the person charged, the number, if any, of his license
to operate, his date of birth, the registration number of the
vehicle involved, the specific offense, the date of the hearing,
the plea, the judgment, or default, and the penalty, as the case
mav be.

The registrar shall keep all abstracts received hereunder at
his main office. Courts shall, upon their own initiative or upon
the request of the registrar or his agents, furnish to the registrar
the details of all particularly flagrant cases which may be heard
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100 before them, and they may make such recommendations to the
101 registrar as to the suspension or revocation of the licenses and
102 certificates of registration of the defendants in such cases as
103 they may deem necessary.

104 It shall be unlawful and official misconduct to dispose of a
105 traffic violation notice or copies thereof or of the record of the
106 issuance of the same in a manner other than as required herein.
107 Any police officer or registry of motor vehicles personnel with
108 police powers who observes any motor vehicle in an unsafe
109 condition or not equipped with the following equipment maiu-
-110 tained in good order, to wit: brakes, lights, horn, muffler
111 steering gear, windshield, windshield cleaner, number plates,
112 rear windows or such other equipment as may be specified by
113 the registrar of motor vehicles, may give notice to the driver
114 on a form provided by the registrar and shall send a copy to the
115 registry of motor vehicles for such action as the registrar may
116 deem necessary.
117 The procedure described herein shall not otherwise be exclu-
-IIS sive of any other method prescribed by law for the arrest and
119 prosecution of a person for an offense of like grade.
120 Nothing in this act shall be construed to supersede the powers
121 and duties of the registrar as provided in other sections of
122 chapter ninety.

1 Section 2. This act shall become effective on October- first
2 nineteen hundred sixty-two.
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