
HOUSE . No. 2358
By Mr. Armstrong of Plymouth, petition of Vinson Blanchard for the establish-

ment of a board of state examiners of refrigeration and air conditioning and rela-
tive to the powers and duties of said board. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two

An Act providing for the regulation of the refrigeration

AND AIR CONDITIONING AND FOR THE LICENSING OF THE MEMBERS
THEREIN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

2 amended by adding after section 60 the following sections:
3 Section 61. There shall be a board of state examiners of
4 refrigeration and air conditioning personnel, in sections sixty-
-5 two and sixty-three called the examiners, consisting of five
6 members, citizens of the commonwealth, of whom all shall be
7 licensees under the act except that the members first appointed
8 need not be licensees. The members shall have had at least
9 ten years’ practical experience in the air-conditioning and/or

10 refrigeration industry, at the time of their appointments. Four
11 of the members of the board shall be selected by the governor
12 from a list or lists to be furnished by the Massachusetts Chap-
13 ters of the Refrigeration Service Engineers Society, American
14 Society of Heating, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Engi-

#l5 neers and anv similar organization or association of refrigera-
rticipate in the submission of such
e furnished to the governor within
i date of this act. The remaining
be selected by the governor from

16 tion personnel desiring to pi
17 a list. The said lists shall b
18 sixty days from the effectiv
19 member of the board shall
20 the public at large. Every ppointee to membership in the

1 Section 1. Chapter 13 of the General Laws is hereby
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21 board shall take and subscribe such oaths as are required by
22 the laws of the state and file same in the office of the secretary
23 of state. The said list or lists may be supplemented from time
24 to time and in the case of vacancies in membership of the board
25 from any cause, the said association or associations, if they so
26 desire shall submit additional names to the governor to be added
27 to said list or lists. In the event that the said list or lists are
28 not furnished or additional names supplied, or the persons
29 therein designated are not qualified, the governor shall make
30 appointments or fill vacancies in the membership of the board
31 in the best interests of the public at large at his discretion. Th-<%*
32 board shall meet and organize by electing from its own mem-
-33 bership a chairman. The board shall meet at such times as
34 fixed by its by-laws and/or when called by the chairman or
35 secretary. Before entering upon the discharge of his duties,
36 the secretary shall give to the state treasurer a bond, with
37 such sureties as shall be approved by the governor and council,
38 conditioned upon the faithful performance of his duties. Such
39 bonds shall be filed in the office of the secretary of the state.
40 The board may appoint an assistant secretary, and one or more
41 investigators who shall be citizens of the commonwealth.

ihall hold meetings at such times
, but at least four meetings a

42 Section 62. The examiners s
43 and places as they determine
44 year shall be held.

paid by the commonwealth to
sary traveling expenses actually
of the examiners. These travel-
rates for mileage, etc., paid by

45 Section 63. There shall be
46 each member thereof his neces
47 incurred in attending meetings
48 ing expenses must conform to
49 other state agencies. No board member shall be entitled to
50 a salary, pension, or other benefits because of his service on
51 this board. The four board members appointed from the lists
52 submitted by the aforementioned societies shall serve for a
53 two-year term, except that two of these four members shall
54 in the beginning be appointed for a period of one year in order
55 to provide proper rotation of board members. The remaining
56 member appointed from the public at large shall serve for tr*
57 term of one year. The division of registration shall furnish
58 the examiners with such clerical assistance as may be necessary.
59 The expenses of the members of the board and salaries for such
60 employees they may deem necessary to administer this act shall
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61 not be in excess of the receipts for registration. License and
62 permit fees shall be adjusted periodically to insure the self-
-63 sustaining nature of this act.

1 Section 2. The General Laws are hereby amended by in-
-2 sorting after chapter 146 the following new chapter:

5

4 Regulation of the Refrigeration and Air-Condi-
5 tioning Trades
6 Section 1. Terminology, as used in this act, to be defined
7 as follow
8 “Board” shall moan the state board of examiners for refriger
9 ation and air conditioning personnel.

10 “Department” shall mean the state department of public
11 safety. This board shall be under the over-all supervision of
12 the commissioner of public safety.
13 “Refrigeration personnel” shall mean any person who is
14 qualified and duly licensed to engage in assembling, erecting,
15 constructing, installing, altering, servicing or repairing refriger-
-16 ation and/or air-conditioning equipment.
17 “Refrigeration and/or air-conditioning equipment” shall
18 mean any type of system as defined in the ‘code’ (sections 1.1
19 through 1.3).
20 Refrigeration and/or air-conditioning equipment is to include
21 all component parts of and attached to the refrigeration system
22 (code 11.1 through 11.4) and the lines, tubing and piping-
-23 which carry the refrigerant and/or refrigerated heat transfer
24 and all coils, condensers, receivers, storage tanks, fixtures,
25 evaporators, and other heat transfer devices necessary to the
26 over-all operations of the system. It shall not include steam
27 piping, boilers, steam condensers, condensate pumps, etc.
28 Specifically omitted from this act are all refrigeration devices
29 such as household refrigerators and self-contained commercial
30 units which operate on less than two hundred and fifty volts
31 and are normal plug-in devices that qualify for connection to
32 an electrical circuit having a maximum fused capacity of
33 twenty amperes. Also omitted from this act is the operation
34 of refrigeration and air-conditioning in plant equipment covered

Chapter 146A.
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35 by personnel licensed under chapter 146 by the department of
36 public safety known as Ist, 2nd and 3rd class engineers and/or
37 firemen. These licensed engineers and firemen shall be per-
-38 mitted to make such in-plant repairs to equipment under their
39 direct control as their capabilities permit.
40 “Code ” shall refer to and be construed to mean the American
41 Standard Safety Code for refrigeration (approved bjr A.S.R.E,
42 council, March, nineteen hundred and fifty, approved by Ameri-
-43 can Standards Association, May twenty-fourth, nineteen hun-
-44 dred and fifty, approved by the American Society of Refriger
45 ating Engineers, June fifth, nineteen hundred and fifty) anJ
46 designated as the Safety Code for Mechanical Refrigeration
47 A.S.R.E. standard No. 15-58 and A.S.A.B. 9.1, nineteen hun-
-48 dred and fifty-eight, together with such amendments, changes
49 or revisions, the board shall see fit to publish from time to time.
50 The board shall have the power to establish rules and regula-
-51 tions necessary or incidental to the performance of its duties
52 and the execution of its powers under this act. The board
53 shall have the power to employ inspectors, consulting engi-
-54 neers, attorneys, experts and such other employees and agents
55 as may be necessary for it to perform its duties.
56 The board shall issue installation and/or alteration permits
57 and make such inspections as shall be necessary to insure proper
58 and safe installations.
59 Section 2. No license shall be issued unless the applicant
60 has submitted satisfactory proof to the board that he is over
61 the age of twenty-one years, a citizen of the United States, of
62 good moral character and, at the time of applying for examina-
-63 tion, shall have successfully completed five hundred hours of
64 instruction in an approved program of training with a minimum
65 of two hundred hours of said instruction consisting of practical
66 shop work in installation and service on standard refrigeration
67 and air-conditioning equipment of various types together with
68 one year’s experience in the field working under qualified
69 licensed personnel. A person lacking the qualification listed!,
70 in the above paragraph may apply for licensing by submitting
71 proof of three years’ practical experience in the field on installa-
-72 tion and service provided they meet all other qualifications set
73 forth. The applicant shall, in addition, be required to take

4 and complete to the board’s satisfaction, a written and practical
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75 test. It is hereby understood that it is the responsibility of the
76 board to prepare tests that will probe the applicant’s theoretical
77 and practical knowledge of the art of refrigeration and air con-
78 ditioning. Each qualified applicant for a license examination
79 shall have in his possession a copy of the code for reference
80 while taking the examination.
81 Any person or persons who shall furnish satisfactory proof
82 to the board of having been engaged in the business of refrigera-
83 tion and/or air conditioning, in erecting, installing, servicing
84 and maintaining refrigeration and/or air-conditioning equip-
85 ment for at least three years at the time this act becomes
86 effective, shall be granted a license without formal examination
87 upon payment of the prescribed fee; provided, that the appli-
88 cation therefor is made within ninety days after the-effective
89 date of this ac
90 All licenses shall be for the calendar year in which they arc
91 issued, and the full fee shall be due and payable irrespective
92 of the date of issuance. No license may at any time for any

93 reason whatsoever be transferred. The board shall fix the
94 times and places for examinations. There shall be at least two
95 members of the board present at any examination of an appli-
96 cant.
97 All applications and examinations shall be passed through
98 the board who shall examine and issue all licenses. Examina-
99 tions must be held at least four times each year. Public notice
100 shall be given of all examinations specifying dates, time and
101 place. Such notice shall be given at least thirty days before
102 the date set for examination
103 At the time of filing an application for examination, the ap
104 plicant shall pay the sum of ten dollars. Said sum shall be
105 deemed to cover the cost of such examination and shall not be
106 refunded if the applicant shall fail to present himself for exami-
107 nation or obtain a passing mark upon the examination. The
108 examination fee paid by an applicant who obtains a passing
109 mark shall, however, be credited on account of the fee for the
110 license to be issued to such applicant. Before any license shall
111 be issued, the applicant shall pay the entire fee fixed for such
112 license and before the renewal of any license the applicant shall
113 paj r the fee fixed for such renewal. The applicant shall pay
114 as a separate item the cost of any consumable items needed
115 for his practical testing;.his practical testing.
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116 The fees for the issuance of installation and/or alteration
117 permits, and for inspections required under the provisions of
118 this act shall be such as to cover the cost of inspection and super-
-119 vision resulting from the enforcement of this act but in no case
120 shall the installation and/or alteration permit fee be less than
121 two dollars nor more than fifty dollars for each unit, based on
122 the horsepower and/or ton of refrigerating effect (1.M.E.),
123 The board shall fix all such fees subject to said limitations.
124 The board may revoke or suspend the license of any person
125 or persons convicted of any violation of this act, its interpreta-%
126 tion of the code or any rule or regulation of this board, except
127 that any licensed person or persons must be granted a hearing
128 before a majority of the board members before a license can
129 be suspended or revoked. Notification by registered letter shall
130 be sent ten days before such hearings are conducted. License
131 holders who fail to appear for a hearing after due notification
132 shall not be entitled to further hearing unless prevented from
133 appearing due to illness or hospitalization which can be certified.
134 No person, persons, firm or corporation shall install, alter or
135 make major replacements, such as receivers, condensers, evap-
-136 orators, coils, compressors, tubing, piping, etc., as herein pro-
-137 vided and as shall be further specified in such rules and regula-
-138 tions as the board shall formulate, until such person, persons,
139 firm or corporation shall have obtained approval and permit
140 from the board for the work specifically intended on each indi-
-141 vidual system and/or application; provided, that in cases of
142 emergency the permit shall be obtained within ten days from
143 the time of the start of the installation, alteration or major
144 replacement. The rules and regulations requiring permits for
145 such work as listed and as set forth here shall not, however,
146 apply to installation, alteration, repair or maintenance work
147 being done on or to existing equipment within the confines of
148 a plant or structure or other premises of private or corporate
149 ownership where a full-time and duly licensed crew of refrigera-x
150 tion maintenance personnel is employed. This exception ap-
-151 plies only to the issuance of work permits and/or inspections
152 (where the premises are inspected at reasonable intervals by
153 other agencies whose primary interest is public safety) and
154 shall not be construed to mean that person, persons, firm
155 or corporation shall be, for any reason whatsoever, relieved of
156 the moral or legal responsibility for maintaining proper and
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safe standards in relation to any work done to or on anjr

refrigerating and/or air-conditioning equipment. No unlicensed
person, persons, firm or corporation shall engage in the business
or commit the act of installing, repairing, altering or servicing
refrigerating and/or air-conditioning equipment, and no person,
persons, firm or corporation shall cause any work to be done
by any unlicensed person, persons, firm or corporation, except
in the case of a trainee or apprentice who must be working with
and supervised by a licensed man who will be responsible for
his acts and the quality of the work performed. Any person,
persons, firm or corporation who shall violate any of the pro-
visions of this act shall be liable to a penalty of two hundred
dollars. Any penalty imposed by this act when collected shall
be paid to the board.
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