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By Mr. Lawton
Lawton relative to
therein. Educatioi

ition of Howard T. Sandrook and James R.
of public schools and subjects of instruction

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two.

An Act relative to the maintenance and subjects of instruc-
tion IN the public schools.

Be it enacted by the Senate and H Representatives in Generalit

Court assembled, and by the authorit me. as follov

1 Section 1. Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby

2 amended by striking out section 1, as most recently amended
3 by chapter 645 of the acts of 1948 and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 1. Every town shall maintain, for at least one hun-
-6 dred and sixty days in each school year, unless specifically ex-
-7 empted as to any one year by the department of education, in
8 this chapter called the department, a sufficient number of schools
9 for the instruction of all children who may legally attend a public

10 school therein. Such schools shall be taught by teachers of
11 competent ability and good morals, and shall give instruction

iding, writing, the English lan-
uithmetic, drawing, the history

12 and training in orthography, r
13 guage and grammar, geography
14 and constitution of the United
15 physiology and hygiene, physic
16 In connection with physiology i
17 effects of alcoholic drinks and o
18 human system, and as to tube

States, the duties of citizenship,
al education and good behavior.
,nd hygiene, instruction as to the

r stimulants and narcotics on the
■culosis and its prevention, shall

19 be given to all pupils in all schools under public control, except
20 schools maintained solely for instruction in particular branches.
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21 Such other subjects as the school committee considers expedient
22 may be taught in the public schools.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 71 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 2, as most recently amended by chapter 468
3 of the acts of 1949, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 2. In all public elementary and high schools American
6 history and civics, including the constitution of the United States,
7 and in all public high schools the constitution of the common-^
8 wealth and local history and government, shall be taught as
9 required subjects for the purpose of promoting civic service and

10 a greater knowledge thereof, and of fitting the pupils, morally
11 and intellectually, for the duties of citizenship.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 71 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 3, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition,
3 and inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 3. Physical education in the public schools may in-
-5 elude calisthenics, gymnastics, and military drill; but no pupil
6 shall be required to take part in any military exercise if his
7 parent or guardian is of any religious denomination conscienti-
-8 ously opposed to bearing arms, or is himself so opposed, and the
9 school committee is so notified in writing; or if a physician of

10 good standing certifies in writing that in his opinion such physical
11 education would be injurious to the pupil.

1 Section 4. Said chapter 71 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 4, as most recently amended by chapter 109
3 of the acts of 1955, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section J. Every town containing, according to the latest
6 census, state or national, five hundred families or householders,
7 shall, unless specifically exempted by the department and under.
8 conditions defined by it, maintain a high school adequately*
9 equipped, which shall be kept by a principal and such assistants

10 who shall give instruction in such subjects as the school com-
-11 mittee considers expedient. One or more courses of study, at
12 least four years in length, shall be maintained in such high school
13 and it shall be kept open for the benefit of all the inhabitants of
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the town for at least one hundred and eighty days, exclusive of
vacations, in each school year, unless specifically exempted as
to any one school year by the department because of epidemic
or other emergency. Each high school maintained by a town
required to belong to a superintendency union shall be conducted
in accordance with standards of organization, equipment and
instruction approved from time to time by the department.




