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Mr. Donlan of Boston, petition of Edmond J. Donlar
ment to the Constitution requiring public officers of the Commonwealth to furnish
evidence against themselves in matters pertaining to or arising out of their officia
duties. Constitutional Law

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two.

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution
REQUIRING A PUBLIC OFFICER OF THE COMMONWEALTH TO FUR-

NISH EVIDENCE AGAINST HIMSELF IN MATTERS PERTAINING TO

OR ARISING OUT OF HIS DUTIES OF OFFICE.

1 A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and House
2 of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it to be ex-
-3 pedient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of the following
4 Article of Amendment, to the end that it may become a part of
5 the Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a joint session of the
6 next General Court and approved by the people at the state
7 election next following]:

8 ARTICLE OP AMENDMENT.

9 Article XII of the Declaration of Rights contained in Part the
10 First of the Constitution of the Commonwealth is hereby
11 amended by striking out the first paragraph and inserting in
12 place thereof the following paragraph:
13 No subject shall be held to answer for any crimes or offence,
14 until the same is fully and plainly, substantially and formally,
15 described to him; or be compelled to accuse, or furnish evidence
16 against himself, except that a public officer of the commonwealth
17 may be compelled to furnish evidence against himself in con-
-18 nection with any matter relating to or arising out of his duties
19 of office. And every subject shall have a right to produce all

Ct)c Commontuealtfr of Massachusetts



9 [Jan. 1962.HOUSE No. 2896.

20
21
?9.

23
24
25
26

proofs, that may be favorable to him; to meet the witnesses
against him face to face, and to be fully heard in his defence by
himself, or his counsel, at his election. And no subject shall be
arrested, imprisoned, despoiled, or deprived of his property,
immunities, or privileges, put out of the protection of the law,
exiled, or deprived of his life, liberty, or estate, but by the
judgment of his peers, or the law of the land.
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