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House of Representatives, March 5, 1962.

The committee on Towns, to whom was recommitted the Bill
regulating the use of secret ballots by town meeting members
(House, No. 3268), report that the same ought to pass in a new
draft herewith submitted (House, No. 3367).

For the committee,

CARL R. JOHNSON, Jr.

Cbe Commontoealtfr of a^assac&usett*
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty-Two.

an Act regulating the use of secret ballots by town meet-
ing MEMBERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows: *

.1 Section 1. At any time not less than ninety days before the
2 date of the annual town meeting of any town which has adopted
3 a representative form of government, a petition signed by three
4 per cent of the registered voters of such town, may be filed with
5 the selectmen of the town requesting the following question to
6 be submitted to the voters. Thereupon the selectmen shall cause
7 said question to be placed on the official ballot to be used for the
8 election of town officers: “Shall the town meeting members
9 of this town be prohibited from using the secret bal-

YES :
10 lot when voting in the exercise of the corporate powers J
11 of the town?” hi
12 If a majority of the votes cast in answer to said question is in
13 the affirmative, then thereafter the town meeting members of
14 said town shall never use a secret ballot when voting in the
15 exercise of the corporate powers of the town unless so author-
-16 ized as provided in section two of this chapter.

Cfie Commontoealtf) o( Massachusetts:

1 Section 2. At any time after the expiration of three years
2 from the date that any town has voted to prohibit its town meet-
-3 ing members from using the secret ballot, as provided in section
4 one of this chapter, and not less than ninety days before the
5 date of the annual town meeting, a petition signed by three per
6 cent of the registered voters of such town may be filed with the
7 selectmen of the town requesting the following question to be|
8 submitted to the voters. Thereupon the selectmen shall cause
9 said question to be placed on the official ballot to be used for the

10 election of town officers;-—“Shall the town meeting members
11 of this town be authorized to use the secret ballot

TKS |
12 when voting in the exercise of the corporate powers 1
13 of said town?” J
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14 If a majority of the votes cast in answer to said question is in
15 the affirmative, then thereafter the town meeting members may
16 use the secret ballot when voting in the exercise of the corporate
17 powers of the town.

1 Section 3. At any time after the expiration of three years
2 from the date that any town has voted to authorize its town
3 meeting members to use the secret ballot when voting in the exer-
-4 cise of the corporate powers of the town, as provided in section
5 two of this chapter, and not less than ninety days before the

6 date of the annual town meeting of said town a petition signed
7 by three per cent of the registered voters of such town may be
8 filed with the selectmen of the town requesting the following
9 question to be submitted to the voters. Thereupon the select-

-10 men shall cause said question to be placed on the official ballot
11 to be used for the election of town officers: “Shall the town
12 meeting members of this town be prohibited from YKS
13 using the secret ballot when voting in the exercise of NO
14 the corporate powers of the town?” L

15 If a majority of the votes cast in answer to said question is in
16 the affirmative, then thereafter the town meeting members of
17 said town shall never use a secret ballot when voting in the exer-
-18 cise of the corporate powers of the town.
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