
HOUSE . No. 3722

Executive Department
State House, Boston, May l’ 1962

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
I am returning herewith without my approval House Bill 1427

entitled "An Act Establishing A Minimum Annual Compensation
For Police Officers In Certain Cities And Towns”.

The bill proposes to establish a new provision of law to be known
as General Laws, chapter 41, section 108 F and provides that, upon
acceptance of the statute by a city or town, the minimum annual
compensation for each regular police officer of the police depart-
ment shall be in stated minimum amounts for the first, second, and
third and succeeding years. This legislation is patented after the
provisions of General Laws, chapter 41, section 108E, enacted as
chapter 228 of the Acts of 1959 which was approved April 21, 1959.

The bill, House 1427, is identical in every material respect to the
aforesaid section 108E. It does not replace or amend section 108E;
it is to be an addition to said section, and the provisions of this bill
are to be designated as section 108F. The only material difference
between the existing law and the one proposed by this legislation
is in the amounts of the proposed minimum annual compensation.
Should H. 1427 be enacted, there will be two minimum pay statutes
pertaining to the same subject matter with either statute subject
to acceptance by a municipality.

I can see no necessity for a sect nd statute when, under the pro-
present statute, the same objec-
accomplished, if a city or town

visions of law and the terms of the
tives sought by H. 1427 can be

to do so in the exercise of it
ment of its fiscal affairs.

sound discretion in the manage-

I commend to your attention the further fact that, although
H. 1427 is to be subject to acceptance by cities and towns before it
can become operative, nevertheless, in practice and in effect the
option of acceptance stated in the bill is not tantamount to local
option or true home rule. The reason for this assertion is that if a

Ctje CommontoealtJj of fpaoo3£j)usetts



HOUSE No. 3722. [May, 1962.9

v

salary or wage is established by ordinance or by-law, a community
can revise such action by either ordinance or by-law; however, if
H. 1427 is accepted, the municipality is bound thereby and cannot
rescind such acceptance even though it may later be proved that
such acceptance was imprudent and rescission of that action is
deemed necessary.

Furthermore, if a city or town has neither accepted section 108E
nor granted salaries in amounts over the minima stated therein, it is
fair to conclude that the city and town fathers have found it not
advisable, fully cognizant as they are of local conditions and finan-
cial burdens, to increase the salaries. Should any city or town wish
to grant salaries compatible with the minima shown in section 108E
or in the proposed section 108F as set forth in H. 1427, there is
nothing to prevent them from doing so by enacting the proper

ordinances or by-laws. Therefore, it is obvious that H. 1427 is
unnecessary legislation.

We are all aware of the ever increasing burdens on our cities and
towns and certainly it is not the intent of your Honorable Bodies to
add to their burdens. This bill, if enacted, will add areas of increas-
ing burden without considering the plight or particular circum-
stances of the several communities in our Commonwealth. Those
who could be the direct beneficiaries of H. 1427 are not being de-
prived, by the refusal to enact this bill, of any rights or benefits
which are not already available to them through the ordinary pi oc-

ess of local administration of local affairs through the media of ordi-
nances or by-laws, or acceptance of the existing section 108 E of said
chapter 41, General Laws. The enactment of H. 1427 cannot en-

hance their positions but can only create confusion and the result-
ing inequities which I have pointed out.

For the above reasons I cannot, in good conscience, appio\e the
measure and I am constrained to return this bill without my

approval.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


