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Executive Department
State House, Boston, May 22, 1962.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith, without my approval, Senate Bill 711
entitled “An Act Establishing A Minimum Annual Compensation
For Fire Fighters In Certain Cities and Towns”.

The bill proposes to establish a new provision of law to be known
as General Laws, chapter 41, section 108 F and provides that, upon
acceptance of the statute by a city or town, the minimum annual
compensation for each permanently employed lire fighter of the fire
department shall be in stated minimum amounts for the first, second,
and third and succeeding years. This legislation is patterned after
the provisions of General Laws, chapter 41, section 108D, as
amended, except for the scale of minimum rates set forth in the bill.

The aforesaid section 108 D established a minimum annual com-
pensation of $5,000 for fire fighters and this was accomplished
through enactment of chapter 621 of the Acts of 1958. The mini-
mum was then increased to the present $5,500 through enactment
of chapter 260 of the Acts of 1960.

The bill, Senate 711, does not replace or amend section 108D; it
is to be in addition to said section. Should Senate 711 be enacted,
there will be two minimum pay statutes pertaining to the same
subject matter with either statute subject to acceptance by a
municipality.

In every material respect this proposed legislation is comparable
to House Bill 1427, which I returned to your Honorable Bodies on
May 1, 1962 without my approval. The reasons for my disapproval
of House 1427 are equally applicable to Senate 711.

The objectives sought by Senate 711 can be accomplished, if a
ity or town, in the exercise of its sound discretion in the manage-

ment of its prudential and fiscal affairs, desires to do so. Further-
more, as I had previously pointed out, the acceptance of the act by
a municipality binds it for all time, unless relieved by the General
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Court, while establishment of the proposed minimum salaries
through ordinance or by-law allows a community the flexibility it
may need should it be proved that such acceptance was imprudent
and rescission of such action deemed necessary.

I again bring to your attention that this bill is incompatible with
the intent of the General Court not to add to the fiscal burdens of
our communities. If enacted, this bill will add areas of increasing
burden without considering the plight or particular circumstances
of the several communities in our Commonwealth. If a city or town
has not accepted section 108 D or granted salaries in amounts over
the minimum stated therein, it is fair to conclude that the local
officials, fully cognizant of local conditions and financial burdens,
have found it not advisable to increase the salaries.

The enactment of Senate 711 would create confusion and in-
equities w7 hile on the other hand, recourse is still available through
the ordinary process of local administration of a purely local affair.

For the above reasons I cannot, in good conscience, approve the
measure, and I am constrained to return this bill without my
approval.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth


