
Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

I am returning herewith without my approval House Bill 2760
entitled, “An Act Prohibiting The Operation of Bowling Alleys
During Certain Hours”.

This bill proposes to add, at the end of General Laws, chapter
140, section 177, a proviso that no license to keep a bowling alley
shall authorize the operation of such bowling alley between the
hours of 1:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m.

Conditions and working hours vary in the several cities and towns
of this Commonwealth; and because of that fact, General Laws,
chapter 140, section 177, presently extends latitude to local authori-
ties to allow for such varying conditions and working hours while
at the same time exercise such control as is prudent and proper for
the maintenance of good order. The aforesaid statute provides that
local authority “may grant and may suspend or revoke at pleasure”
a license for the operation of bowling alleys “upon such terms and
conditions as they deem proper”.

In some communities operating hours are unlimited; in some com-
munities local authorities require a closing hour of 3:00 a.m., while
in others the required closing hour is 2:00 a.m.

In recent years, land areas have been developed for bowling activi-
ties and sizable investments have been made in erecting and modern-
izing buildings for such enterprises; all to the benefit of the tax
rolls and for the innocent pleasure of the public, many of whom
engage in this sport after having worked late or early morning
shifts. The opportunity to engage in a harmless activity should
not be denied a sizable segment of the working public.
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The facts I have recited are basic and well known. It does not
lend itself to reason to suppose that the sizable investments made
in a modern bowling alley would be jeopardized by allowing opera-
tions of such undesirable nature that the license would be suspended
or revoked by the local authorities.

In view of the foregoing reasons, I cannot, in good conscience,
approve the measure.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN A. VOLPE,
Governor of the Commonwealth.


