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Draft of Letter from Alexander Parris to Gov. Samuel T. Armstrong 
 
 

[written in Alexander Parris’s hand] 
 
       Boston     Dec[embe]r 19th  1835 
 
Sir 
 
 On the 1st Inst[ant] I advertised in two of the weekly Papers of this City for 
Proposals to be handed in by the 15th cur[ren]t for furnishing the stone that might be 
required for errecting a sea wall and Breakwater at Rainsford Island the coming season 
for the protection of said Island, accordingly three offers have been sent in   viz. 
 
 Jona[than] Newcomb and Co.  for Block stone $1.80 per ton 
                  Ballast      .65 
 Jer[emiah] Wetherbee and Co. for Block stone   1.75 
                  Ballast      .75 
 W[illia]m Torrey and Co.        Block stone   1.65 
                  Ballast      .74 
 
 It appears that Newcombs proposals for Ballast at sixty five cents and Torrey’s 
offer for Block stone at one dollar and sixty five cents are the best terms offered therefore 
a contract may be immediately made with for furnishing the quantity required. 
 
 I have employed some workmen, purchased [Takel?] etc. and had some few Rods 
of the old wall righted up for the purpose of proteting the Easterly Point of the Island, 
what little was done [crossed out: for] when the storm came on of the 23 ult[imo]   
appeared to be of considerable service in preventing the washing away of the Earth.  I 
shall be able to make a more complete report of what has been done in course of next 
week. 
 
 There are some demands to be settled for work etc. which has incurred [crossed 
out: with us]  If your Excellency pleas[e] I should like to be furnished with [crossed out: 
funds to pay about $500 five hundred dollars to settle what bills] funds to pay off  
[crossed out: what] such demand as there may be now due.  Five hundred dollars I should 
think would be a sufficient sum for [crossed out: the] present use. 
 
       Sir your ob[edient] serv[an]t 
 
To his Excellency S. T. Armstrong 
Gov[erno]r of the Com[monwealth] of Mass. 
 
 
[verso] 



 
 

[written in another hand] 
 

To Sam[ue]l T. Armstrong 
December 19, 1835 

 
respecting proposals for stones 

 
 
 
 


