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Draft of Letter from Alexander Parris to Gridley Bryant 
 
 

[written in Alexander Parris’s hand] 
 
       Thomaston     Wednesday evening 
                    October 21st  1846 
 
Sir 
 
 I wrote you this morning by Batchelder who went up in the Boat by way of 
Portland and no doubt but will arrive and deliver the said letter.  After writing by B. I had 
some conversation with Mr. Abbot the Light-Keeper who do’st give a very good account 
of the conduct of the workmen since Blaisdell left.  I wrote an other letter to send by the 
express but the place in which I wrote was so cold, I could only say but a few words 
naming that he A’s disatisfaction, etc.  He (Abbot) said that the man who agreed to 
furnish the sand had failed to do so and that [crossed out: if you] there was now no other 
chance of procuring sand from the Islands and that your only chance was to have it from 
Newburyport or some place where a suffic[ie]nt quantity can be had and landed at once.  
I am informed that there has been no oppertunity to land owing to the heavy and rough 
sea but one or two days since Blaisdell left.  
 
 I am very fearful you will not be able to finish the building this season, owing to 
the delais, which have been made mostly of which is owing to the absence of a proper 
head or some one who the men feel some kind of responsible to and if any person fails to 
fulfil a contract there should be some one on the ground or rock to look for someone else 
or make other arraingements.  
 
 I must say, I am very much disappointed relative to the management of this work, 
from the beginning to this day – you will see Batchelder who can inform you how, and in 
what condition the work is in at this time.  You 
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can then judg whither it is best to come on with sufficent force and materials to finish it 
this season or abandon the work until an other season or when you can attend properly to 
carr[y]ing on the work.  I know no one in this business but you, you are the person with 
whom the contract is made.  I am sorry to say or do any thing unpleasant, but I was 
fearful from what I saw that if Blaisdell left the Rock for any length of time the work 
would not, as well as other matter, be well conducted.  
 



 I don’t think I should wrote again today, but I believe you were not informed in 
either letters wrote of this morning that the man who B. [agreed?] with for sand will not 
deliver any, as I am informed by A. the Light-Keeper therefore I thought you ought to be 
apprised of it before leaving Boston so as to make some other arraingement for sand. 
 
 I shall expect you or Blaisdell in the next Boat if you intend finishing the work the 
present season which I am very anxious to see done.  It’s now raining and squaly and I 
think its doubtful if we leave here for some days.  Abbot is gone to Portland is to return 
tomorrow. 
 
 Pleas inform Luther of my arrival, safe etc. as he may see some of my Pembroke 
friends.  I shall write him however before leaving this place.  
 
       I am sir 
       Your Ob[edien]t Serv[an]t 
 
        Alex[ande]r Parris 
 
Mr. Gridley Bryant 
Boston 
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       Thursday morning     Oct. 22nd 
 
 Mr. Abbot has returned from Portland and is about leaving for the Rock.  Tibbets 
goes with the wind light and a head.  I shall not accompany them, as there is no work 
going on there and no stone can be laid until sand is procured and landed, which at least 
will take from one to two weeks and it may be a month before the work, that is the laying 
of stone can be [crossed out: commenced] resumed.  Since I have been here, I have been 
informed that stones have been laid into the wall without cement only pointing up on the 
outer eadge, if that be so, (of which I have no doubt) the work must be taken up, and 
when there is suitable mortar the work relaid.  I shall stop here until you arrive which I 
hope will be in the next Boat and go onto the Rock with me and see what the difficulty is 
and if possable [crossed out: remedy the] correct the abuses.  I [crossed out: see] cannot 
see any use of my going onto the Rock [crossed out: if] except with you, as there is no 
stone to lay, or sand to make mortar.  It is my belef – you had better send for John and the 
boys and let the stone workmen remain until they have a sufficent for the work, and there 
materials to complete the work, which I am as anxious to see done as you possably can 
be, and have been in all time urging on the work to completion.  
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Copy of Letter wrote 
to G. Bryant from 

Thomaston   
October 21st  and 22nd  

1846 
 

 
 
 


