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Draft of Letter from Alexander Parris to Commodore Charles Morris 
 
 

[written in Alexander Parris’s hand] 
 
       Boston     May 22nd  1834 
 
Dear Sir 
 
 Understanding from L[oammi] Baldwin Esq. that he has given up the idea of 
continuing in the service of the Navy-Board as their engineer, and after some further 
conversation with him he advised me to offer my services to the Board, he was also so 
kind to say he would write to you on the subject and probably will do it in time to send by 
the same hand that [crossed out: is to take] will take this [crossed out: by the politeness 
of ] – Mr. J. M. Thompson [crossed out:  Esq. who has had the goodness to offer to take 
this to you.] 
 
 Although in making this application for an appointment I donot wish to be 
understoon that I expect to fill the office of an engineer in that able manner which has 
been done by Col. Baldwin, but I have no hesitation in saying that there are many things 
required of an engineer and must be done by some person for the Navy-Yards that I feel 
(with the experance I have had) fully compentent  to perform as well as any other 
individual, other than Col. Baldwin who I have served with pleasure and having his 
assurance to his satisfaction, and was in hopes he would have continued in the service of 
the Navy-Board.  
 
 Will you have the goodness, if you think it advisable for me to make application 
to the Board for an appointment to make it known to them, that if you advise, I will in a 
short time repair to Washington, and make application in person.  I am very greatful for 
the many favours which you have shown me and will be much obliged to have you 
advise? 
 
       I am sir with esteem 
       greatest reguard 
 
        your ob[edien]t ser[van]t 
 
 
[verso] 
 
 
 

copy of Letter wrote 
to Com[modore] Morris 

at Washington 



 
 

[written in another hand] 
Copied 

 
 

[written upside down in Parris’s hand] 
Mr. Gilbert method of managing 

the expansion of heat 
 

Qut. Jour[nal] of Science 
Vol. XIII  p.113 

 
 

[several mathematical computations also appear across  the page] 


