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Copy of Letter from Alexander Parris to Stephen Pleasanton 
 
 
       Boston  June 5th  1847 
 
Sir, 
 
 When I was in your office, at Washington in March last I stated to you the 
necessity of improving the landing place at Metinicus Rock in order that the boats, which 
are obliged to go there, might land with less difficulty and danger than its present 
condition imposes. 
 
I had been on the Rock most of the time from the first of September 1846 to the first day 
of the February following. The month of September was very pleasant; but from about 
the 15th of October to the time I left there was but a small portion of the time in which a 
landing upon, or any communication with, the main land, or any of the neighboring 
Islands could be had.  On the 7th of January Mr. Abbot, the Light Keeper, left the Rock 
for the main land to procure provisions for the workmen, then engaged upon the Rock,  
and his family, and was prevented by the extreme danger, if not the absolute impossibility 
of landing, from a return until the 18th  being absent eleven days; the allowance of 
provisions for those remaining upon the Rock becoming very short in the mean time.  Mr. 
Abbot informs me that frequently it is the case that he is detained three or four weeks 
from a return to the Rock by similar considerations, while absent on the  
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performance of the several duties imposed by his office. 
 

Mr. Abbot also informed me, that during the period he had been Light Keeper,  he 
had done considerable toward the improvement of the landing place, by removing some 
of the rocks by making fires upon and around them at low tide, and when properly 
heated, throwing water upon them, causing them to split, after which their removal was 
effected.  This however is a slow and tedious process, and the object can be better and 
more easily accomplished by blasting with gunpowder. 
 
 I have delayed writing to you on this subject until I could obtain such a plan of the 
shore as would enable me to explain the situation of the Rock and the improvements 
proposed. Mr. Bryant has made a survey of the place, embracing the Northwesterly shore, 
from which the plan was drawn. 
 
 At A the oil and stores required for the Light House, are usually landed: the 
channels at B and C are sometimes used for passing to the little wharf, which was built by 



Mr. Abbot, and offers the only safe and convenient place for securing boats.  This wharf 
is, however, most frequently approached by the passage D, which is about 40 rods in 
length and runs nearly parallel with a reef of rocks which is bare at half tide.  It will be 
seen that the position of this channel in reference to the direction of the breakers beating 
upon this part of the shore, is such, that whatever vessel or boat attempts passing through 
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must necessarily encounter all the danger that the trough of the sea creats, which, in a 
heavy swell is frequently of the most imminent nature, and renders this passage one of 
great difficulty.  
 
 From what I observed when on the Rock, I should judge that a good passage for 
boats might be most conveniently obtained by making an opening at E: in this vicinity the 
water soon becomes deep and a boat can be sooner got off into deep water than from any 
other point on this part of the Rock: a channel through this place also possesses the 
advantage of being at right angles to the direction of the trough of the sea, and a boat 
whether going out or coming in is in less danger of “filling and swamping” as it is called.  
 

On the accompanying plan, I have shown at E. by dark lines, the parts of the rock, 
which, in my opinion, will be required to be removed in order to make a safe and good 
landing.  Something may also be done at A towards improving the landing place for oil 
and stores.  
 

Mr. Bryant has handed to me a paper containing a statement of his views in 
relation to the improvement of the several landings at this rock with an offer to 
accomplish the work for the sum of  375 dollars. Mr. Bryant says “If the Fifth Auditor 
should be disposed to improve and facilitate the landings at this place, I should 
recommend that the obstructions in the opening at B be removed so as to admit a boat at 
one third ebb tide,  
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and also at C at half tide: likewise at D. at three quarters ebb, or as low as can be done in 
the detached boulders without cutting into the solid ledge: and I would undertake to open 
a passage to each of these entrances wide enough to admit a boat, for the sum of Two 
Hundred and Seventy five dollars: and if the weather and other circumstances should 
prove favorable, I would also make an opening at E with out extra charge.” 
 

It is calculated that Mr. Anderson the Collector at Portland, and myself will visit 
the Metinicus Rock sometime in course of the present month, and after due consultation 



with Mr. Abbot, the Light Keeper, in whose judgement in this matter I have much 
confidence, we can decide upon  what is best to be done to effect a safe and good landing 
with the least expense, should you be pleased to allow a small sum for that purpose.   

 
All of which is submitted for your consideration by 

   
       Sir Your Obe[dien]t Serv[an]t 
 
       (signed) Alex[ande]r Parris 
 
To 
Hon. Stephen Pleasanton 

Fifth Auditor 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


