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Draft  of Letter from Alexander Parris to Stephen Pleasanton 
 
 

[written in Alexander Parris’s hand] 
 
 
       Portsmouth N.H.  20th August 1851 
 
Sir 
 
 [crossed out: From] In pursuance with the conversation I had the honor to have 
with you at Washington in March last and by the request of the collector of this port, I 
accompanied him to Boon Island a few days since for the purpose of examining into the 
condition of the Light and Keep’s houses.  I found the Tower to have been built of rubble 
masonry, having large joists laid up [crossed out: in not much] without regard to bond.  
The lime mortar that was used is now no better than so much sand; the lime having been 
[crossed out: wholly] all worked from it. It is well known to those conversant [crossed 
out: in] with the use of lime mortar, that if time is not given it, to set (as it is termed) 
before exposure to wet and frost, and water is allowed to pass over or through it, the lime 
will be wholly carried off, and [crossed out: nothing but] of sand only left; which is very 
apperant in this work, for the day I was there the water was percolating through, to the 
inside of the Tower and dropping down at all the openings in the walls although there had 
not been any rain for several days. Thus is the whole interiour kept damp in summer, and 
filled with ice in (the cold weather of) winter.  
 
 The Lighting Apparatus is poor and much waren, having been in use as I am 
informed eighteen [crossed out: to] or twenty years. 
 
 The keepers house is even in a worse condition than the Tower, having at several 
times been batterd down at the northeast corner by the force of the sea.  It is built of 
rubble masonry and in  
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the same unskillful manner as the Tower and founded on the surface of the rock 
appearently without regard to its security, the loose rock only having been removed under 
the building for the purpose of forming a cellar into which water finds its way and freezes 
into solid ice during the cold weather of winter, and it is nearly  mid summer before it 
[crossed out: thoughs] [written in another hand above the line: thaws] out, keeping the 
rooms above damp and cold, and making it unhealthy for the occupants. 
 



 After a careful examination of the buildings on this Island, it is my opinion, that 
no repairs can be made upon said buildings that will put them in proper condition for the 
use they were intended.  
 
 Boon Island lies ten miles from the Main land, and nearly due east from the 
mouth of York River, Maine. About three acres of low rock are out of water, at the 
ordinary full tides, while the whole Island is submerged by volint easterly storms.  At 
such times much injury has been done to the Dwelling house of the Keeper.  It is 
surrounded to the distance of several miles by dangerous [crossed out: sunken] ledges.  
The average number of vessels passing [crossed out: and] in sight of this Island daily is 
from fifty to sixty.  For these reasons, and more so from its position being so far east and 
seaward, making it one of the most important points for a light of the very first class,  I 
[crossed out: therefore] take leave to recommend a new building with a Tower and 
Keepers house.  The Tower to be 
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lofty, that the light may be seen to as great a distance as practicable, so that vessels 
coming on the coast would [crossed out: find it of great advantage and] endevour to 
make it before entering Massachusetts Bay (which would be of great advantage).  It is the 
last point of departure for vessels from the British Provinces and the state of Maine for 
entering said bay, and the first light they [crossed out: make] endeavor to make on return 
voyages.  
 
 The building should be of hammer dressed granite laid in Hydraulic Mortar and in 
all respect to be well and substantially built.  The Lantern and Lighting appratus to be of 
the first order.  The probable cost wou[l]d be [crossed out: thirty three] twenty five 
thousand dollars, to make a suitable landing and put the rock in suitable [crossed out: and 
conveniency] condition for the Keepers residence.  
 
       I am with great respect 
        sir your Ob[edien]t Ser[van]t 
 
 
Hon. Stephen Pleasanton 
Fifth Auditor of the Treasury 
Washington D.C. 
 
 
 
[page 3   verso] 
 
 

Copy of letter 



to the 5th Auditor of the Treasury 
at Washington 

 
26th August  1851 

 
 

[written in another hand] 
Boon Island Light 

 


