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Draft of Letter from Alexander Parris to William Sanger 
 
 

[written in Alexander Parris’s hand] 
 
       June 1st  1848 
 
Dear Sanger 
 
 Some time ago, I received [illegible] copy the commandant of this an order to 
make out estimates for the Various Articles required for each object contemplated for the 
improvements of this Yard, to be submited to the Bureau of Yards and Docks.  
 
 The plans of the Smithery and Magazine was in the hands of the Naval 
Constructor, which plan the comm[andan]t ordered delivered to me, said plans I believe 
was origonally made by C. Brown, and now are claimed as having been made by the N.C. 
with the estimates the cost that was sent to the department last fall.  On examining said 
plans, it appeared to me that they were not what was best adopted for the service they 
were intended for.  I however made out the estimate from them for the materials called 
for. 
 
 On reflection I thought it might be expected that I should or might in some 
measure approve of those plans, as it is known to the head of the Bureau of Yards and 
Docks that the last thing I was engaged in at the Charlestown Yard was fitting up the 
smithery there and that before planning that work I visited many of the largest 
establishments of the kind in this country. At Philadelphia I called at Merick and Town – 
their smithery I found to be 160 feet by 40 feet, the shop at Charlestown in 45 feet wide. I 
was in that Yard a few weeks ago and with the master smith walked through it [crossed 
out: and] I asked him if there was as much room that is if the breadth was sufficent, he 
answered it was ample.  Now here the N. C. has been holding out that 60 feet breadth is 
required and the master smiths of course is of the same opinion.  
 
 I am however convinced that nothing that I might suggest 
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some skitches to the comm[andan]ts office which I had made for the smithery. The N. C. 
was there, and after the comm[andan]t had examined them and compared them, with the 
former ones, he remarked that he liked what I had done and would submit them to the 
Bureau of Yards and Docks for approval.  Mr. N. C. immediately remarked that his plans 
had no elevations and that he wished time allowed for him to draw an elevation which 
was granted.   
  



 This shew to me that he wishes to add to N. C.  C.E. also I believe  when I last 
saw you that I informed you that one of the sons [of the] Naval Constructors of the 
Charlestown Yard was her[e] as draughtsman to the N. C. here, and I am led to believe 
that they all think there is Experance, Talent, etc. enough among them for all purposes of 
Engineering for Navy-Yards.   

 
Now the object of this is to ask your aid as far as is consisten[t] with your duty. 

Those sketches I have made will be forwared to your Bureau in a few days and will no 
doubt be submited to you and if you see anything that might be improved I shall be very 
glad for you to do it but circumstances as matter are I shall be much gratified if my Plans 
find favour in your Bureau.  
 
 
 
 

Some observation 
relative to the smit[he]ry 

at the Portsmouth Navy Yard 
 

1848 
 

 
 
 


