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Copy of Letter from Alexander Parris to Col. Sylvanus Thayer 
 
 
       Boston  Oct[obe]r 9th  1839 
 
Sir, 
 
 I have the honour [crossed out: herewith] to enclose my account of the 
expenditures and disbursements for the work for the preservation of Rainsford Island in 
Boston Harbour  for the 3rd quarter ending Sep[tembe]r 30 1839. 
 
 Since I had the honour of making a report of this work in August last the work has 
been about completed. In course of this season there has been laid 1126 running feet of 
capping averaging 2 ft, 1206 running feet of flagging of about 8 ft width making a solid 
pavement of stone of 10 ft in width from the face of the wall. 
 
 1876 cubic yards of gravel have been put in the embankment averaging from 80 
to 70 feet in width have been graded and partly sodded and the remainder seeded.  
 
 The most of this work was completed, and the workmen discharged by the last of 
August, one man only has been employed there since to watch and repair the 
embankment seed and sod the slope.  On the night of the 30th of August last there was a 
strong gale from the N.E. heaving in a very heavy sea, the wall being then finished 
sustained no damage, the slope was washed a little and the seed and some of the sodding 
washed to the foot of the embankment, the sodding has been replaced since and more 
seed sown.  
 
 By the accounts here enclosed it appears there is 
  in the Treasury - - - - - - - - - $1473.00 
  in my hands - - - - - - - - - - -        68.17  80/100 
      $1541.17  80/100 
 
 Now due to [crossed out: the following] sundry persons viz.  
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 J[ohn] and Sam[ue]l Newcomb for flagging  $1064.25 
        for Ballast        71.50 
 W[illia]m Torry                for flagging      180.00 
 Sundry persons for labour in September        65.00 
 A. Whiting    sundry expenses           9.32 
        $1390.07 



     Balance rema[ining]        151.10  80/100 
 
 By this acc[oun]t it appears there will be on hand, when these accounts are settled 
the am[oun]t of $151.10.  This sum may be well applied in employing a man to regulate 
the slope and when the seed may be washed out to sow more in its place; some sodding 
may also be done this autumn and in the next spring, and in course of the next year the 
slope will be grassed over. 
 
 As soon as the am[oun]t now due is remitted I will settle the outstanding debts, 
and render the account thereof for settlement. 
 
      All of which is respectfully submitted 
 
        Alex Parris    agent 
 
To Col. S. Thayer 
Engineer  Boston Harbour 
 
 
 
[cover sheet] 
 
 

To Col. S. Thayer 
September 30  1839 

 
Report etc. 

 
 

[written in another hand] 
Rainsford Island 


