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Draft of Letter from Alexander Parris to Col. Sylvanus Thayer 
 
 

[written in Alexander Parris’s hand] 
 
       Boston  Sept 21st  1840 
 
Sir 
 
 I had the honor sometime in August last of receiving a letter from Col. Totten 
chief of the Engineer Corps to the following purport, “The construction of the sea wall at 
Rainsford Islan[d] being completed and the appropriation exhausted I am under the 
necessity of informing you that your services as agent will no longer be needed by the 
Department.  
 
 The small balance of the appropriation now remaining in your hands, you will 
pleas[e] turn over to Col. S. Thayer taking his recept for the same and forward your final 
acc[oun]t for disbursments without delay that they may be closed at the Treasury. 
 
 Any public property of any sort that you may have belonging to that work you 
will pleas[e] turn over to Col. Thayer at the same time.” 
 
 The said letter was forwared to me at Portsmouth N.H. to which I answered that I 
woul[d] most chearfully comply with it direction as soon as I returned to Boston [crossed 
out: which would be soon] it has been however been longer delaied than I intended 
having been so much engaged there on the works of the Navy-Yard that when I came to 
this city, I could not make any stop so as to make up my account etc.  
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I have this day made up the “final account for the disbursements,” [crossed out: and] 
which is here enclosed with a check on the Phoenix Bank Charlestown for forty six 
dollars and fourteen cents  $46.14/100 which is the balance due the United States for 
which you will pleas[e] forwared to me a recept.  
 
 “The public property” I believe has been all sent to Fort Warren and put under 
your charge soon after the work was completed.  
 
       Very Respectfully 
       I am sir your Ob[edient] Ser[van]t 
 
 
 



 
 

[written in another hand] 
To Col. Sylvanus Thayer 

September 21, 1840 
 

 
[written in a third hand] 

Rainsford Island 


