
SLM065 
Letter from Col. Loammi Baldwin to Alexander Parris 
 
 
       Norfolk   

Dec[embe]r 12  1832  Wednesday 
 

Dear Sir, 
 
 Your letter of the 4th was duly received yesterday.  In reply as it regards the 
Hospital, I have little to say in addition to my first letter.  It was wished that you should 
take charge of the Hospital as soon as you could be spared, and I agreed with 
Com[modore] Bainbridge to allow you to assume that duty immediately if you were 
disposed so to do.  I considered that you would, for the present at least, prefer doing the 
business at our office, where you could occasionally assist in the little business which 
remains on the Dock, in my office, at the same time you would be paid from another 
fund, and thus the expenses of the Dock be reduced, which you know I am anxious to do 
when I can.  As to increasing your salary, I do not feel authorized to do it, nor should I 
feel justified in doing it now;  neither can I make an arrangement for allowing a part of 
$2500, which you think your whole time worth, and as I think too, when you are 
employed in the way you mention.  There seems to be no difficulty in your 
superintending the Hospital, and at the same time doing some other business by which 
you can earn $2500; but as it regards that building I have no power or authority to act, 
and until you can come to a definite and satisfactory arrangement with the 
Commissioners or Com[modore] Bainbridge about it, you may continue on the Dock. 
 
 In the mean time I would advise you to proceed with the business of the Hospital, 
and write to the Board stating your feelings and views on the subject.  The Dock will be 
completed in the spring, when we must all quit; in the mean time you would remain on 
the spot in my office, though engaged on the Hospital, and you would have the 
appearance of being connected with it and need not lose your relation to me or the work, 
while you would be paid from another fund, and have the entire superintendence of 
another and independent work. 
 
 Should you want, as I think you will, James Roby to assist you, 
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he had better be taken from our roll, and he will be paid out of the Hospital fund like any 
other person you may employ, and should Mr. Dexter require assistance or plans etc. he 
can employ Mr. Ellison and put him on the roll at the usual pay. 
 



 We have had very mild weather here ever since my arrival, while you have had 
snow and sleighing at Boston.  I am sorry to learn that Mr. Moody is dead, as I first saw 
the news in your letter though I have looked in all Boston papers in expectation of it. 
Norfolk has lost also a most valuable man by the death of Mr. Junis who died last 
Saturday, by a pleurisy fever.  He has left about $100,000 to his two nephews, and Mr. 
Lester will probably be retained by them a few months to complete the mills, and other 
plans of their uncle.  
 
       With great regard 
        Yours 
 
        L. Baldwin 
        
[Envelope] 
 
 

Alexander Parris  Esq. 
Charlestown 

(Massachusetts) 
 
 

[written in Alexander Parris’s hand] 
Col. Baldwin’s Letter 

Dec. 13th  1832 
 
 

[written in another hand, about Parris’s notation] 
Copied 
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