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Letter from Gridley J. F. Bryant to Alexander Parris 
 
 
       Boston,  January 5th  1846 
 
D[ea]r Sir, 
 
 Since our interview on Saturday Eve. relative to your commencing business 
seperately in my office, and giving notice to that effect by a “Sign” and by 
“advertisements” I have duly considered the subject, and have concluded that before any 
arrangement of the kind is made between us (if made at all) that several matters now 
outstanding between us, should be fully understood, (as you suggested at the above 
named interview.) 
 
 1st  What claim do you consider you have upon me for the use I have had of your 
Library, in my office, (I name this, only because during the last summer you gave me to 
understand, that unless you succeeded in getting business you should consider I must pay 
you for the use of your books, which was the first intimation I had ever from you, that 
you did not consider my care of them, expenses that I had incurred in moving them, cost 
of fitting up the cases, attendance of your affairs while at Portsmouth, and privilege you 
had always had in my office since 1839 was somewhat of an offset for their use.) 
 
 2nd  If the Books remain longer in my charge, what charge shall you expect for 
their use, from me. 
 
 [3rd] If you commence business in the office, do you wish to consider that any job 
you may secure is for yourself individually, or for our mutual benefit, provided that I in 
return make you a proposition, that whatever surplus business I may have more than I can 
attend to myself with Parker 
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and the other student, shall be for our mutual benefit, and be divided as we may hereafter 
agree. 
 
 4th  Will it be agreeable for you to assist me (as you have done for the last week) 
under any circumstances, provided we do not agree as to any other matters before named 
and do you wish me to make you an offer for so doing, or will you say what you expect. 
 
 5th  If you remain, are you willing to consider any proposition from me for the 
purchase of a portion of your books. 
 



 I wish you to understand that I have not written this letter with any excited 
feeling, but simply that we may fully understand each others views upon the subjects I 
have named, so that no “hard thoughts,” or jealousies can hereafter arise between us. 
 
 I go to Gloucester to day, and shall be happy to converse with you, or receive a 
reply in writing on Tuesday, as there are some matters yet unsettled between Mr. Billings 
and myself that have a bearing upon any arrangement to be made with any one else.  
 
       Very truly your obliged friend and 
        servant 
 
       Gridley J. F. Bryant 
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Alexander Parris Esq. 
Present 

 
 

[written in Alexander Parris’s hand] 
G. J. F. Bryant’s Letter 

Jan[uar]y 5th  1846 
 


