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The Office of Digital Learning (ODL) provides policies, guidance, professional development and support in the 
fol lowing areas: district technology and infrastructure capacity; classroom level instructional tools; assist ive 
technology resources; virtual schools and online courses; and emerging digital learning trends. The Office 
collaborates with the Digital Learning Advisory Council,  which provides advice and guidance to the Board and to 
the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education.   

 

 

School technology survey

 
ODL and MassIT have provided an online survey to provide 
feedback to the Commonwealth on the following topics: 

• School device needs 
• Piloting MASSTRAx, a school technology infrastructure 

data collection tool 
• Request more information on topics raised at the 

March 31 conference entitled, Preparing for Next-
Generation Learning, Teaching and Assessment 

• Provide feedback on the March 31 conference (if you 
attended)   

School device needs 
The Commonwealth is interested in providing local school 
districts the opportunity to purchase bundled products and 
services from vendors listed on the state’s IT hardware contract 
(ITC47). While this contract already lets districts purchase 
devices and related services, the Commonwealth will be seeking 
special K-12 pricing for bundles that meet the following criteria: 

• Single, per pupil/per seat pricing 
• Consists of a device + other products and services 
• Volume discounts for districts that purchase as a 

consortium 
The survey will collect information about the interest in, and 
anticipated demand for, a variety of bundles (e.g., different 
hardware/software configurations and specific kinds of products 
and services). Data from this survey will be used to issue a 

Request for Quotes (RFQ) to the vendors listed on ITC47, with 
the goal of being able to offer the new bundles to districts for 
purchase by fall 2016. Please note that the data from this 
survey will be aggregated and no information about specific 
districts will be shared with vendors.  
Although nonbinding, districts should provide a “good faith 
estimate” on the quantity of products and services sought, as 
well as interest in purchasing as a consortium. This will increase 
the likelihood of lower pricing.  

MASSTRAx pilot opportunity 
This spring/summer, ESE and MassIT are piloting MASSTRAx, an 
online school technology infrastructure data collection tool 
(broadband, Wi-Fi, and devices). Notes about the tool and the 
pilot: 

• In addition to providing data to ESE and MassIT, the 
tool also lets districts generate reports at the district 
and school levels. 

• ESE, MassIT, and other partners will provide direct 
support to districts consisting of a hands-on, face-to-
face training in how to use the project, two follow-up 
webinars (one in the middle of the pilot and one just 
prior to the data submission deadline), a feedback 
survey at the end, and telephone/email support 
throughout. 

• You must agree to provide data for all of the schools in 
your district, and a qualified representative (e.g., the 
educational technology director) must be available to 
participate in the training and use the tool. 

Conference feedback 
Attendees of the joint M.A.S.S.-ESE technology conference (see 
below article) can provide feedback on conference topics and 
identify topics for which they would like more information. 

Take the survey today! 
Please complete the survey by April 15, 2016. If in completing 
the survey you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
Mike Hamel at MassIT or Kenneth Klau at ESE. Thank you! 

  

http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/
http://blog.mass.gov/odl/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/contact/qanda.aspx
http://bit.ly/masstech
http://www.mass.gov/anf/docs/osd/uguide/itc47.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/anf/docs/osd/uguide/itc47.pdf
http://bit.ly/masstech
mailto:michael.hamel@massmail.state.ma.us
mailto:kklau@doe.mass.edu
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Highlights from M.A.S.S.- ESE technology conference at Hudson High School 

On March 31st, the Massachusetts Association of School 
Superintendents and ESE hosted a conference on next-
generation learning, teaching and assessment at Hudson High 
School. Commissioner Chester kicked off the day by welcoming 
over 300 district leaders to the conference.  
Kenneth Klau, Michael Hamel, and Tim Kennedy shared 
information about the supports available from ODL, MassIT’s 
Office of Municipal and School Technology, and the Operational 
Services Division (OSD), respectively. 
 
A panel of practitioners included Superintendent Jon Bernard 

and Assistant Superintendent Patrick Daly of North Reading and 
Assistant Superintendent Anna Nolin from Natick. Together they 
shared stories about setting a vision for digital learning, 
supporting the professional development and technical support 
needs of teachers and students, cost-effective funding strategies 
that help ensure sustainability, and connecting the investments 
districts will be making in the coming years to improved 
outcomes for kids. 
 
All of the panelists’ presentations are available online. 

Announcing the ODL Blog! 
ODL now has its very own blog –by and for educators. Each month, contributors from ESE and across Massachusetts will share their digital 
learning stories and experiences. Recent topics include "Algonquin's awesome student tech support team" and "five mistakes teachers 
make when using technology." Submit a topic today using our sign-up sheet! 

 

  

http://www.massupt.org/pages/MASS
http://www.massupt.org/pages/MASS
http://www.mass.gov/anf/research-and-tech/it-serv-and-support/municipal-and-school-technology/
http://www.mass.gov/anf/budget-taxes-and-procurement/oversight-agencies/osd/
http://www.mass.gov/anf/budget-taxes-and-procurement/oversight-agencies/osd/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21593
http://blog.mass.gov/odl/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1I-IRzPujVNcUVPuxKERnOZrm9VYqte6hFWcPf94t_ok/edit
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Upcoming webinars 
Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) Initiatives  
April 28, 2016, 3:00 – 4:00 pm 
Given the potential of technology to enhance teaching and 
learning, many districts are considering how to provide every 
student with a mobile device, ODL will host a webinar to share 
information on bring your own device (BYOD) initiatives in K-12. 
The guest speaker is Cheryl Lemke, former executive director of 
the Milken Exchange on Education Technology for the Milken 
Family Foundation. As an associate superintendent for the 
Illinois State Board of Education, Ms. Lemke managed a center 
for learning technology. Ms. Lemke also oversaw the 
development of state learning technology plans in both Illinois 
and Washington. In 2012 Ms. Lemke consulted with the Province 
of Alberta (Canada) to develop the guidance document, Bring 
Your Own Device: A Guide for Schools. Ms. Lemke has worked at 

many levels with governors, legislators, superintendents, 
professors, business leaders, and teachers.  
 
Universal Design for Learning and Ed-Tech  
May 25, 2016, 2:00 – 3:00 pm 
Grounded in the learning sciences and leveraging multimedia 
technology, Universal Design for Learning (UDL), pioneered at 
the Center for Applied Special Technology, D/B/A CAST, Inc., is a 
framework that guides the design of instructional approaches 
and curricular materials that scaffold and support learning for all 
students. The guest speaker is Sam Johnston, a research scientist 
at CAST and member of the state's Digital Learning Advisory 
Council (DLAC). Ms. Johnson will discuss the intersection of UDL 
and educational technology. 

Massachusetts signs on to #GoOpen  
On February 26, 2016 the U.S. Department of Education 
recognized 14 states and 40 districts committing to #GoOpen 
with educational resources, including Massachusetts. 
Participating states have to: 

• Commit to a statewide technology strategy that 
includes the use of openly-licensed resources as a 
central component; 

• Develop and maintain a statewide repository for openly 
licensed resources; and  

• Sharing learning and professional development 
resources with other #GoOpen states and districts 

Massachusetts’ commitment is taking shape in the form of a 
partnership with the Massachusetts Association of School 
Superintendents and the Massachusetts Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum Development. 
 
In the coming months, teams of Massachusetts educators will 
upload the state’s 100+ Model Curriculum Units into an online 

content management platform. The units will be searchable by 
publisher, location, subject area and standard. Educators will be 
able to self-publish their own materials, add ratings and reviews, 
get recommendations based on their previous selections, and 
create their own lists of resources. The units will be indexed in 
the Learning Registry, an effort led by the U.S. Department of 
Education, with support of the White House and numerous 
federal agencies, non-profit organizations, international 
organizations and private companies, to help districts more 
easily find and share openly licensed educational resources. 
Massachusetts got involved with #GoOpen to increase equitable 
access to high quality educational materials, and local school 
districts will ultimately decide how to use them.  
 
For more details on #GoOpen commitments made by states, 
school districts, and technology companies, 
visit http://tech.ed.gov/open.

Bridging the “homework gap” through access to technology
Despite the growing adoption of bring your own device and one 
to one (BYOD/1:1) mobile technology models in K12, a 
nationwide survey found that only 3 percent of teachers in high-
poverty schools said that their students had the digital tools and 
broadband connectivity necessary to complete homework 
assignments, compared to 52 percent of teachers in more 
affluent schools, a discrepancy sometimes labeled the 
"homework gap."  
 
While about 80 percent of Massachusetts households have 
access to high quality broadband connectivity, in many low 
income districts that figure is as low as 50 percent. To assist 
districts in bridging the homework gap, the Office of Digital 

Learning (ODL) has compiled a list of resources that provide very 
low or no-cost options to families for a variety of products and 
services. For example, EveryoneOn, a national nonprofit, offers 
free or $9.95 home Internet service, discounted devices 
(including $150 tablets and $199 laptops) and free computer and 
Internet courses. 
 
Also of note, last week the Federal Communications Commission 
voted 3-to-2 to expand the 31-year old Lifeline program, which 
currently subsidizes telephone access for low-income Americans. 
Lifeline will now offer a $9.25 a month subsidy to participants, 
who can apply it toward broadband Internet access at home or 
add a data plan to their cell phones.

http://www.doe.mass.edu/conference/?ConferenceID=8310
http://start.sd34.bc.ca/start/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/AlbertaEducationBYODGuide.pdf
http://start.sd34.bc.ca/start/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/AlbertaEducationBYODGuide.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/conference/?ConferenceID=8311
http://www.cast.org/about#.VwKrRZwrKUk
http://www.cast.org/about/staff/sam-johnston.html#.VwKGy5wrKUk
http://www.doe.mass.edu/boe/sac/dlac/default.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/boe/sac/dlac/default.html
http://www.massupt.org/pages/MASS
http://www.massupt.org/pages/MASS
http://www.mascd.org/
http://www.mascd.org/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/model/
http://learningregistry.org/
http://tech.ed.gov/open
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/assistive/digitalequity.html
http://everyoneon.org/
http://www.usac.org/ls/


 

 

School Building Authority exploring K-12 technology loan program 
The Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) is exploring 
the possibility of a low- or no-interest loan program to help 
schools fund technology infrastructure projects. As of now, 

MSBA is still working out those details. ODL will keep districts 
updated as the program takes shape.

Spotlight on BYOD/1:1 guidance 
The Department is developing a guidance document that 
provides a host of questions, examples, and resources designed 
to foster discussion among administrative teams who are 
contemplating a Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) policy in their 
district. There are numerous considerations for vision setting, 
planning, and implementation of a (BYOD) policy laid out in the 
document. While it is not a step-by-step guide to implement a 
BYOD policy, it will provide school authorities series of questions 
to ask answer prior to making a decision. Also included in the 
document is a comprehensive FAQ section with some of the 

more pressing issues we hear in regards to BYOD 
implementation. We anticipate the document will be available 
late spring on our website. We welcome your feedback once the 
document is published as we intend to have it be a living 
document which will continue to evolve. 

Teaching and Developing Online High School Courses: The Fundamentals 
The Office of Digital Learning is currently working with the 
Northeast Comprehensive Center to offer a free professional 
development course entitled Teaching and Developing Online 
High School Courses: The Fundamentals. This course is designed 
for teachers who are interested in creating their own online or 
blended courses. Participants began in January 2016 and are 
currently learning about instructional design in order to develop 

their course content that will be implemented in the 2016-2017 
school year. If you would like a sneak peak of the course, you can 
join our webinar on Variety and Assessment in Online 
Education on April 25th at 8:00! This opportunity is only 
available to the first 20 people that sign up. To join the webinar 
and receive your link to participate, complete this registration 
form.   

e-Learning Modules make content more accessible and engaging 
The Office of Digital Learning (ODL) supports the delivery of high 
quality, virtual and blended learning for educators and other 
stakeholders, including but not limited to ESE staff.  

When it comes to professional learning, less is often more. With 
a limited amount of time to capture the interest and attention of 
adult learners, content should be presented interactively and 
judiciously. To that end, ODL is developing short, interactive e-
learning modules that can be accessed online at any time, called 
reusable learning objects (RLOS). Currently there are modules 
available online:  

Making Accessible Documents offers guidance in preparing 
digital documents to be accessible for all audiences. 

The Prevention of Physical Restraint and Requirements if 
Used assists districts in providing instruction to school 
personnel about the regulatory requirements in the recently 
amended physical restraint regulations. 

More engaging e-learning modules on the way. Be on the 
lookout for Indicator 12 Technical Assistance, Downloading and 
Uploading the Special Education State Performance Plan 
Indicator Forms on the Security Portal, Low-income Education 
Access Project (LEAP) and more! 

Office of Digital Learning listserv
The ODL listserv disseminates information and notices including, 
but not limited to, newsletters, policy/regulation updates, public 
comment announcements, professional development 
opportunities, and public awareness messages. If you are listed 
in ESE Directory Administration as an “Educational Technology 

Director” or “Library/Media Services Director,” you have already 
been subscribed to this list. If you know others who would 
benefit from the information from the Office of Digital Learning 
listserv, please forward the subscriber information. 

  

http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/byod.html
https://goo.gl/s7W7q3
https://goo.gl/s7W7q3
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/assistive/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/sped/training.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/sped/training.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/603cmr46.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/newsletter-listserv.html
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Commonwealth Virtual Schools update 
The two Commonwealth of Massachusetts Virtual Schools 
(CMVS), Massachusetts Virtual Academy at Greenfield (GCVS) 
and TEC Connections Academy (TECCA), are public school 
districts, directly accountable to the Board and ESE.  

At its February 23, 2016 meeting, the Board voted to renew the 
CMVS certificate for GCVS, with conditions, for a three-year 
period beginning July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2019.  

On February 24, 2016, ODL conducted an accountability review 
of TECCA. Information on both schools, including copies of 
reports from all reviews, is available on the ODL website. 

If you have questions or wish to speak with someone from our 
office about virtual education in Massachusetts, please email 
Jennifer Gwatkin. 

Digital Learning Advisory Council
As the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (ESE) 
seeks to upgrade MCAS to better measure the critical thinking 
skills students need for success in the 21st century (“MCAS 2.0”), 
the Digital Learning Advisory Council (DLAC) is monitoring 
districts' progress toward technological readiness for computer-
based testing and identifying ways in which the state can assist 

in those efforts. The DLAC is an existing Board advisory council 
established by statute (St. 2012, c.379, s.7). The next meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, April 28, from 10:00 am – 12:00 noon. 
For additional information on the DLAC as well as the full 
schedule of meetings, please visit the DLAC’s website. 

Recent postings to the ODL website 
April 8, 2016 Materials from March 31, 2016 Joint M.A.S.S.-ESE Technology Conference 

April 1, 2016 edWeb.net Free Webinar - Driving Connectivity and Access: State K-12 Broadband Leadership 

March 24, 2016 Digital Learning Webinar: Universal Design for Learning and Ed-Tech 

March 24, 2016 Digital Learning Webinar: Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) Initiatives 

March 22, 2016 Digital Connections Partnership Schools Grant Braintree Video 

February 10, 2016 Procurement Update: Apple Equipment and Related Services added to ITC47 

February 2, 2016 Save the Date: MassCUE-M.A.S.S. Conference - October 20-21, 2016 

January 26, 2016 E-rate Funding Year 2016 Application Filing Window Announced: 2/3/16 - 4/29/16 

December 10, 2015 U.S. Department of Education Releases 2016 National Education Technology Plan 

General Notice District obligation to provide instructional supplies, including tablets and computers 
 

http://mava.k12.com/
http://www.connectionsacademy.com/massachusetts-virtual-school/home.aspx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/boe/minutes/2016/0223reg-0222spec.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/
mailto:jgwatkin@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/overview.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/nextgen/default.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/boe/sac/dlac/default.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21593
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21576
http://www.doe.mass.edu/conference/?ConferenceID=8311
http://www.doe.mass.edu/conference/?ConferenceID=8310
https://youtu.be/XlDgSzp2Plg
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21450
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21435
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21421
http://tech.ed.gov/netp/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=7585
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