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The members of the Massachusetts Art Commission respectfully submit the Annual Report for the year ending 
June 30, 2003.  As curators of the State House Art Collection under General Laws, Chapter 6, sections 19 and 
20, the Art Commission is responsible for the oversight, care and preservation of all art and artifacts at the State 
House, and for the review and approval of new additions to the permanent collection.  The Commission remains 
available to provide assistance to building tenants and the general public on art related matters.    
 
The Art Commission was not funded under the annual appropriation for FY’03.  Recognizing the Art 
Commission’s crucial role as the authorized caretakers of the Commonwealth’s Art Collection, the 
Superintendent generously underwrote the salary for Art Collections Manager in a part-time capacity again this 
year in order that on-site care of the collections may continue, and projects already underway may be completed. 
The members and I are grateful to the Bureau of State Office Buildings for its financial and administrative 
assistance, and wish to thank the State Superintendent and staff for their continued support. 
 
COLLECTIONS CARE  
 
Without funding, the Art Commission was unable to initiate any conservation treatment or independent care of 
the collections.  All fine art and artifacts, whether on display or in storage, continue to be monitored for stability 
and any change in condition.   Already underway, however, were two major projects, developed with the 
Division of Capital Planning and Asset Management (DCAM) in conjunction with the State House Project. 
 
I. State House renovations 
 
Exterior statues and plaques.   
 
Since directing the initial conservation treatment of the exterior monuments in the late 1980s, the Art 
Commission has implemented a strict program of regular maintenance by professional sculpture conservators  
to protect and preserve the treated surfaces.   Bronze monuments in Boston suffer from exposure not only from 
the acid urban environment, but also from proximity to the corrosive salt air. Frequent, preferably annual 
maintenance of their surfaces is required in order to prevent repeated corrosion and further damage.   
 
The scope of work for the State House Project stipulated that the contractor should return all monuments to the 
State in “the condition in which they were found.”  All bronzes had received annual maintenance in June 2000 
and were therefore in optimal condition when the Project began the following August. As the Project drew to a 



close over the summer of 2002, the Art Collections Manager continued to monitor the effects renovations had 
on the exterior collection, and, upon completion of work on the Beacon Street façade, requested a closing 
examination of all statues and plaques for condition and treatment needs.  Full follow-up maintenance would 
need to be conducted by mid-October, 2002, before cold weather would prevent satisfactory waxing.  
Arrangements were made with a professional conservator to examine, document the condition, and conduct 
thorough maintenance of all bronze statues and plaques on the grounds according to treatment proposals 
approved by the Art Commission.  Of particular concern was possible pitting and damage to the both the wax 
coating, and the acrylic coating beneath that protects each statue from the elements.   Despite the safety 
enclosures on each monument, airborne construction dust and environmental accretions were able to penetrate 
the barriers and settle on the bronzes.  Conservators cleaned each statue and plaque, repaired damage to the 
coatings, and applied new wax to each bronze.     
 
By stressing the importance of regular maintenance, the Art Commission has been preventing the onset of repeat 
corrosion processes on seven statues and nine plaques on the grounds.  Moreover, it has been able to hold to its 
commitment to preserve the John F. Kennedy Memorial statue, installed in 1990, in nearly original condition.  
The Kennedy statue is one of the few bronze monuments in the state that, because of the diligent care it has 
received, may still be viewed with its original, undamaged patina.   
 
General Joseph Hooker statue pedestal. 
The base of the General Hooker statue has experienced drainage problems for several years. Unbalanced seating 
of the statue after major reconstruction of the base in 1996 allowed moisture to seep beneath the statue and 
enter the core of the pedestal. DCAM Project Office managers and project contractors met with the Art 
Collections Manager and sculpture conservator Clifford Craine, President of Daedalus, Inc., to discuss prior 
conditions and treatment required.  The statue was removed from the pedestal, the concrete core ground down 
to allow for more accurate placement and anchoring of the statue, the top surface waterproofed, and a new lead 
shield placed over the cap stones.  The statue was re-set on lead shims to allow for air circulation under the 
hollow base.  The statue was re-set in early November 2002. 
 
Storage facilities 

 

The Commission continues to monitor conditions in the archival grade storage vault in the sub-sub-basement 

of the building in which are stored the battle flags of the Commonwealth.  Since major overhaul of the 

HVAC and installation of new fire protection systems last year, the Art Collections Manager reports fairly 

steady temperature and relative humidity have been maintained by the new systems. The flags remained 

boxed, and therefore inaccessible until funding is available for reinstallation of the collection in a flat storage 

system. 
 
Assistance to other agencies 
 
The Art Commission continues to provide assistance to building tenants on a wide range of art related projects.  
Most importantly during this transition year, the Art Collections Manager managed rotation and reinstallation  
of collections within the Governor’s suite and the Executive Offices of Administration and Finance.    
 
NEW ACQUISITIONS 
 
The Art Commission was pleased to add two paintings to the collection during the past year.  Official portraits 
of Governor William F. Weld and Governor Argeo Paul Cellucci were unveiled in a double ceremony on 
November 18, 2002 in Great Hall.  Each of the former governors presented his portrait, acknowledging the 
honor it was to be included in the collection.  The Weld portrait was unveiled by artist Robert Alexander 
Anderson and Art Collections Manager Susan Greendyke Lachevre.  Artist Ronald Sherr and Chairman Peter L. 
Walsh unveiled the Cellucci portrait. Portraits in the Governor’s foyer were rotated within the suite to make 



room for the new paintings which were installed shortly after the ceremony, and are catalogued as object 
numbers 2002.1 (Weld) and 2002.2 (Cellucci). 
 
The Commission also formally accessioned the Clara Barton plaque, installed in Nurses Hall in December 2002, 
into the collection. This plaque has been catalogued as object number 2003.3. 
 
The Art Commission reviews designs and specifications for objects proposed for the collection on a regular 
basis, working with sponsors and artists or fabricators in developing and refining plans for new tributes. 
This year the Commission has been especially active in reviewing work in progress for the first mural proposed 
for the State House in sixty years.  The 94th Infantry Memorial has been commissioned by the 94th Infantry 
Division Association from Dallas artist William F. Foley, Jr., a veteran of the unit.  The mural, approved under 
Chapter 48 of the Acts of 2001, is expected to be installed on the fourth floor, just above the that honoring its 
companion unit, the 104th Infantry, during summer 2003.   
 
The Art Commission has also been developing, on behalf of the United States Coast Guard, a wall relief 
celebrating that agency’s beginnings in Massachusetts.  Authorized under Chapter 301 of the Acts and Resolves 
of 2000, this tribute has been designated for the second floor corridor.   
 
LOANS 
 
Outgoing  
 
The Commission approved the loan of reproduction colors of the 55th Massachusetts Volunteer Regiment, from 
the collection of the Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Room, to the Wenham Museum, Wenham, Mass., 
for inclusion in their Civil War exhibition. 
 
Loans from other institutions 
 
The Art Commission arranges for, oversees the installation of, and monitors art objects on loan from local 
cultural institutions on a regular basis.  We extend our continued appreciation to the Museum of Fine Arts, the 
Bostonian Society, the Norman Rockwell Museum, and others for their generosity.   The Commission extends 
special thanks to the curators and trustees of the Mount Holyoke College Museum for the loan of the portrait of 
Mary Lyon, founder of Mount Holyoke College, which was returned in January 2003 after being proudly 
displayed in the office of the Governor for the last two years.  
 
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE   
 
Research inquiries/photo requests/publications   
 
The Art Commission office continues to respond to inquiries from researchers, historians, publishers, civic 
groups, building tenants and others seeking information on the art and flag collections, conservation and 
preservation policy, local collections and other art related subjects. The office also processes numerous requests 
for images for both personal research and scholarly publication.  
 
Due to the high cost of professional photo processing services, the Commission has recently been offering high-
quality digital color scans that can be produced in-house as an alternative to color prints, presenting a significant 
cost savings to both the client and the Commonwealth.   Images from the collections were issued for use in art, 
historical and other cultural and scholarly publications, articles for general as well as target audiences, 
documentaries, school texts and CD-ROM study guides, one PhD dissertation, as well as other projects such as 
exhibitions, art databases (2), and research projects.  In all the office addressed over 100 inquiries this year. 
 



The Commission continues to occupy the Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Room (room 27), making it 
available for researchers and drop-in visitors interested in its reference library and historical collections. 
 
 
ART COMMISSION BOARD AND STAFF 
 
The Art Commission board continues to function with only three active members. The vacancies place a serious 
restraint on the work of the commission and often result in postponement of scheduled votes and significant 
delays in advancing current business.  
 
Susan Greendyke Lachevre continues to serve as Art Collections Manager, having concluded her nineteenth 
annual contract as the on-site curator of the art and artifact collections as well as overseeing the care of the care 
of the flag collection on behalf of the State Superintendent.  In February, budget cuts eliminated 25% of her 
part-time annual salary, forcing a drastic reduction of hours until our office closed for over two months.     
 
The Commonwealth’s art collection, the legacy of its citizens, requires continuous professional oversight, and the 
Commission continues to stress the need for a permanent, on-site curator of the collections.   In light of the 
absence of designated funding the last two years, the Commission’s work, utterly unique at the State House, is in 
serious jeopardy in that it cannot continue to rely on the generosity of a parent agency which is itself facing 
significant cutbacks.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Peter L. Walsh 
Chairman 
 
 

       


