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The members of the Massachusetts Art Commission respectfully submit the Annual Report for the year ending 
June 30, 2004.  As curators of the State House Art Collection under General Laws, Chapter 6, sections 19 and 
20, the Art Commission is responsible for the oversight, care and preservation of all art and artifacts at the State 
House, and for the review and approval of new additions to the permanent collection.   The Commission 
remains available to provide assistance to building tenants and the general public on art related matters.    
 
The Art Commission was again omitted from the language of the annual budget - the second consecutive year 
that the Commonwealth’s sole curatorial agency has not received specific funding or programs to care for the 
state’s collections.  In recognition of the Commission’s role as the authorized caretakers of the Art Collection, 
the Bureau of State Office Buildings has again underwritten the salary for a part-time Art Collections Manager in 
order that minimal oversight may continue, and a few projects already underway may be completed.  The 
members and I are again sincerely grateful to the State Superintendent and his staff for their continued support. 
The Commission remains deeply concerned however, that, in light of continued omission from the annual 
budget, regularly scheduled projects crucial to both short- and long-term preservation of the collections, such as 
exterior statue maintenance, cannot be implemented.  Other projects, long over due, such as re-establishment of 
the flag storage systems and painting conservation, also lag due to lack of resources.    

 
The Commonwealth’s art collection is the legacy of its citizens.  It is also one of the oldest state capitol 
collections in the country.  It is composed of hundreds of paintings and sculptures, many of which, in addition to 
their museum-quality caliber, bear a historic context in their having been created for the Commonwealth.  It, like 
every other state capitol collection in the country, does not belong to a particular administration, but is held in 
trust.  Like every other museum and historical house collection in the country, it requires continuous profes-
sional oversight; it does, therefore, rely on the support of the current lawmakers for its preservation. The 
members repeatedly stress the need for a permanent, on-site curator of the collections.   In the absence of 
designated funding, the Commission’s work, utterly unique at the State House, is in jeopardy in that it cannot 
continue to rely on the generosity of a parent agency which may itself face significant cutbacks.     

 
 
COLLECTIONS CARE  
 
Without funding, the Art Commission was unable to initiate any conservation treatment or independent care of 
the collections.  All fine art and artifacts, whether on display or in storage, continue to be monitored for stability 
and any change in condition.    
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Exterior statue care.  
 
We wish to note in particular that maintenance on exterior bronze monuments was last conducted in the autumn 
of 2002, making this the second year the bronzes will not have received inspection, cleaning, repair of coatings, 
and re-waxing – procedures critical to the upkeep of the coatings and preservation of the bronzes.   
 
Since directing the initial conservation treatment of the exterior monuments in the late 1980s, the Art 
Commission has implemented a strict program of regular maintenance by professional sculpture conservators  
to protect and preserve the treated surfaces.   Bronze monuments in Boston suffer not only from general 
exposure to acid rain, snow and wind, but also from their location, which subjects them to both city pollution, as 
well as to corrosive salt air.  Frequent maintenance of their surfaces is required in order to prevent repeated 
corrosion and further damage.   
 
By stressing the importance of regular maintenance, the Art Commission has been able to prevent the onset of 
repeat corrosion processes on seven statues and nine plaques on the grounds.  Moreover, it has been able to hold 
to its commitment to preserve the John F. Kennedy Memorial statue, installed in 1990, in nearly original 
condition.  The Kennedy statue is one of the few bronze monuments in the state that, because of the diligent 
care it has received, may still be viewed in its original, undamaged state.   The Art Commission holds its statue 
maintenance program, which has in the past been hailed as a model by both local and national conservation 
agencies, among its priorities.  
 
Interior collections 
 
Storage facilities 
 
The Commission continues to monitor conditions in the archival grade storage vault in the sub-sub-basement  
of the building in which are stored the battle flags of the Commonwealth.   Steady temperature and relative 
humidity have been maintained by the new climate control systems.  Fire-protection and HVAC system tests and 
maintenance are scheduled semi-annually.  The flags remained rolled and boxed, however, and inaccessible until 
funding is available for reinstallation of the collection in a flat storage system.   
 
Assistance to other agencies: in-house collections and loans 
 
The Art Commission continues to provide assistance to building tenants on a wide range of art related projects. 
It continues to archive artifacts placed on deposit with us by other agencies.  Most importantly it directed on 
several occasions during the year the storage, rotation, and re-installation of collections in the Governor’s 
Council Chamber, Entrance Foyer, and other Executive Offices.    The Commission also arranges for, oversees 
the installation of, monitors and reports on art objects on loan to State House offices from local cultural 
institutions.  We extend our continued appreciation to the Museum of Fine Arts, the Bostonian Society, the 
Norman Rockwell Museum, the Massachusetts Historical Society, and others for their generosity.    
 
Vermont State House chandelier project.  The Art Commission had the opportunity to assist another state 
capitol when it received a call for assistance with the restoration of an important 19th century lighting fixture.  
Installed in the Vermont State House are several mid-century gasoliers by the Philadelphia lighting company 
Cornelius and Baker, including one in their governor’s office which had undergone an earlier, uninformed 
restoration effort.  Curators and conservators specializing in these types of fixtures identified from earlier 
photographs the incorrect or missing parts, and researched other Cornelius and Baker fixtures around the 
country for similar decorative elements.  They identified several of these elements on the gasolier in the  
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Massachusetts governor’s office, which was installed around 1849, including the crucial finial elements.  These 
were removed and loaned to the conservator so that molds could be made for re-casting for the Vermont 
chandelier.   Some of the parts have been replaced; it is expected that the chandelier will be fully restored during 
the summer months. 
 
The Art Commission frequently collaborates with the State Library, State Archives, and the Senate Art 
Commission, sharing resources, aiding patron inquiries, and assisting with special projects. For example, a visit 
this year by nearly 100 children from the Perkins School for the Blind and their teachers prompted discussion 
between the Art Commission and the Secretary of State Tours division to develop a tour targeted for this special 
needs audience.  As the State House does not have a “touch collection, as do many museums, the Art 
Collections Manager identified several objects and architectural features that could be handled by vision impaired 
visitors so that a greater understanding of the collections may be gained.  She also supplied the tours department 
with conservator-approved nitrile gloves for use by these audiences so that a few sculptures could be touched 
without damaging surfaces.   
 
 
NEW ACQUISITIONS 
 
The Art Commission reviews designs and specifications for objects proposed for the collection on a regular 
basis, working with sponsors and artists or fabricators in developing and refining plans for new tributes. 
 
This year the Commission has been especially busy in reviewing the final stages of work on the first mural 
proposed for the State House in over sixty years.  The 94th Infantry Division Memorial, painted by William F. 
Foley, Jr., a veteran of the unit, arrived from Dallas in late August, and was installed on the fourth floor of the 
main stair hall over the next month.  The mural, authorized under Chapter 48 of the Acts of 2001, was dedicated 
on October 21, 2003 in the presence of over sixty veterans of the 94th.  It was presented to the Commonwealth 
by the president of the 94th Infantry Division Association, and accepted by Governor Mitt Romney.  A 
dedication plaque is currently being designed for placement below the mural.   The mural is catalogued as object 
# 2003.2 
 
The Art Commission also acknowledges the addition of the Massachusetts Law Enforcement Memorial, which 
was dedicated in Ashburton Park on May 21, 2004.  Following their rejection of designs for this memorial in 
January 2002, members of the Art Commission were not involved in the planning or execution of this latest 
addition to the collection. We will, however, inherit the care of the monument on behalf of the Commonwealth, 
and have respectfully requested full fabrication specifications from the Law Enforcement Foundation.  The 
memorial is catalogued as object #2004.1 
  
Legislation has been passed authorizing memorials to several other groups and individuals.  As the curators the 
members of the Art Commission encourage sponsors of art work proposed for the collection to contact the 
office early in the planning stages to insure that the appropriate review of specifications may take place.    
 
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE   
 
Research inquiries/photo requests/publications   
 
The Art Commission office continues to respond to inquiries from researchers, historians, publishers, civic 
groups, building tenants and others seeking information on the art and flag collections, conservation and 
preservation policy, local collections and other art related subjects. The office also processes numerous requests 
for images for both personal research and scholarly publication.  
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Due to the high cost of professional photo processing services, the Commission has recently been offering high-
quality digital color scans that can be produced in-house as an alternative to color prints, presenting a significant 
cost savings to both the client and the Commonwealth.   Images from the collections were issued for use in art, 
historical and other cultural and scholarly publications, articles for general as well as target audiences, 
documentaries, school texts and CD-ROM study guides, one PhD dissertation and even the MCAS! 
 
In honor of the 5th anniversary of Italian-American Heritage month in October, the Art Collections Manager was 
asked to revise and update Italy Under the Golden Dome, a booklet highlighting the Italian-American influences that 
can be seen in the art and architecture of the Massachusetts State House.  
 
The Art Collections Manager was also invited to present a talk at “Caring for Flags,” a symposium held at the 
Andover Historical Society in December.  Ms. Lachevre discussed the many concerns of historic flag care, and 
measures that have been implemented by the Commonwealth to preserve its battle flags since the formation of 
the collection in 1865.   
 
The Commission continues to occupy the Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Room (room 27), making it 
available for researchers and drop-in visitors interested in its reference library and historical collections. 
 
 
ART COMMISSION BOARD AND STAFF 
 
The Art Commission board continues to function with only three appointed members. The vacancies created by 
the resignation of Lisa Jeanne Betty in November 2001 and death of Arlene Friedberg in March 2002 place a 
serious restraint on the work of the commission.  The absence of just one member results in lack of a quorum 
and often results in postponement of scheduled reviews and significant delays in advancing current business.  
 
Susan Greendyke Lachevre continues to serve as Art Collections Manager, having concluded her twentieth 
annual contract as the on-site curator of the art and artifact collections as well as overseeing the care of the care 
of the flag collection on behalf of the State Superintendent.   
 
Two decades of dedicated work by the volunteer commission members and a single, part-time staff person have 
generated substantial results in the areas of conservation and maintenance programs for the collections, as well as 
establishing important research facilities for the public, as described in each of our annual reports.  The work of 
the commission is, by nature, on-going, requires trained staff, and should be supported by all persons in a 
position of leadership on behalf of the citizens of the Commonwealth.  It remains the hope of the Art 
Commission that the permanent staff and funding may be one day provided so that collections may always be 
properly cared for.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Peter L. Walsh 
Chairman 
 
 

 

 

 


