
too many years. [There] are 

more trees that are being cut down than are being 

planted. There are so many tree stumps, [which] is 

creating a neglected appearance for the village.‖ 
 

If the $2,000 is built into the budget, which is currently 

being prepared and should be ready for introduction in 

April, Brackett said some of the funds will also be used 

to buy ―larger, more shapely trees.‖ 
 

In the past when trees have been cut down or fallen 

down because of a storm, the lack of funds has forced 

the commission to replace many of the larger trees 

with much smaller ones, Brackett said. 
 

Volunteers would manage the tree farm, so there 

would be no taxpayer expense, said Brackett. The 

farm could be used to educate children on tree plant-

ing and upkeep as well. 
 

Brackett said she also hopes to get grant money, 

which would supplement any money the village would 

budget for the commission, ―and donations of bushes 

and trees from local growers as well.‖ 
 

―All our planning is still in the early stages,‖ Brackett 

said, ―but it’s all really beginning to bud.‖ 
 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Saugerties Village Tree Com-

mission hopes the board will set 

aside $2,000 in ―seed money‖ to 

raise trees that would be used to enhance village 

streetscapes. 
 

The usual source for village trees is local nurseries. 

The tree commission hopes to become more self-

sufficient and save money in the long run by using vil-

lage property to grow its own trees. The suggestion 

comes at a time when village trees are being cut down 

in high numbers due to the infestation of the emerald 

ash borer. Recently three grand ash trees had to be 

cut down at the village beach. A 

number of ash trees at the Kiersted 

House were also infested and had to 

be removed. 
 

The tree commission was formed in 

2010 to take an inventory of village 

trees and manage their removal and 

replacement when necessary. Tree 

commissions are common in sur-

rounding towns, and a functioning 

commission is a requirement of the 

―Tree City USA‖ designation which 

allows municipalities access to grant 

money for tree management. While 

such commissions are common, calls 

to neighboring towns revealed that 

none have their own tree nurseries. 

―Our goal is to create a wonderful 

vibrant village landscape that our 

community will be proud of,‖ said 

commission member Rosemarie 

Brackett. 
 

But Brackett anticipates this goal 

being a tough one. ―Our village 

trees have been in need of care for 

With losses mounting, plans for a village tree farm 
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Village Tree Farm (Continued) 

To join the commission or donate funds or trees to 

the commission, call Brackett at 246-9045, or Mary at 

the village hall at 246-2321 ext. 1. 

(Reprinted from The Saugerties Times http://

www.saugertiesx.com/2012/03/03/losses-mounting-plans-

village-tree-farm/) 

(Continued from page 1) 
Barnstable County Shade Tree Nursery 

http://www.capecodextension.org/Natural-

Resources/Municipal-Shade-Tree-Nursery.html 

 

Lexington, MA Tree Nursery 

http://ci.lexington.ma.us/committees/treefarm.cfm 

Read more about Lexington’s tree nursery in an 

article in Lexington’s Colonial Times Magazine from 

June/July 2007: 

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/urb

an/Lex%20Tree%20Nursery.pdf 

Tate, R. 1984. Status and operating costs of se-

lected, municipally-owned tree nurseries in the 

northeast United States. Journal of Arboriculture 

10(10): 286-288. (Available online) 

T H E  C I T I Z E N  F O R E S T E R  

Municipalities may start a municipal 

nursery for many reasons: in response 

to a pest outbreak (as above), to control 

the quality of planting stock, to save 

money on plant purchases, political reasons, to plant 

species not readily available in commercial nurseries,  

or for other reasons.   

  

A 1983 survey of municipalities in the northeast found 

that about 10% of municipalities had municipal tree 

farms. At that time, the average municipal nursery was 

just over two acres and contained about 830 trees of 

differing species and size classes. Approximately, 3% of 

tree budgets was spent on the municipal nursery. 

  

It can be cost-effective for a municipality to maintain a 

nursery or to plant both their own nursery-grown 

trees and trees purchased just prior to planting. Com-

munities often partner with citizen groups to begin a 

tree nursery. It can be a great opportunity for volun-

teers to come together to plant and maintain the 

trees. 

  

It is important for everyone involved to understand 

the expectations and responsibilities involved in main-

taining the nursery. While not as popular as in the 

past, some areas  in Massachusetts do maintain a mu-

nicipal nursery, including Lexington and Barnstable 

County.  Lexington re-established its tree nursery in 

2007 and has enough land to provide trees for five 

years of rotation. Residents, high school students, 

members of a new tree group, members of the tree 

Picks and Shovels 

Municipal Tree Nurseries in 

New England 
By Mollie 

Freilicher 

Community 

Action Forester 

committee, and a neighbor of the nursery property 

came out to help plant the nursery. The town’s cost 

for a tree from the nursery is about $60, compared to 

buying a ―ready-to-plant‖ tree from a nursery at a cost 

of $250.  The startup cost for Lexington was 

$7,294.82, including tree planting bags, hydro-gel for 

the bare root trees, loader with auger rental, 120 sap-

lings, town labor and equipment, and 150 hours of vol-

unteer labor. 

  

The town of East Lyme, CT recently applied for and 

won a grant from the Connecticut Division of Forestry 

funded by the USDA Forest Service’s Urban and Com-

munity Forestry Program (a grant program like the 

Massachusetts Urban & Community Forestry Chal-

lenge Grant.)  The town applied to the matching grant 

program for $4,000 and will provide $4,000 in funds 

and in-kind services for the match. The town will rely 

on volunteers and local organizations to help plant the 

nursery. 

http://www.saugertiesx.com/2012/03/03/losses-mounting-plans-village-tree-farm/
http://www.saugertiesx.com/2012/03/03/losses-mounting-plans-village-tree-farm/
http://www.saugertiesx.com/2012/03/03/losses-mounting-plans-village-tree-farm/
http://www.capecodextension.org/Natural-Resources/Municipal-Shade-Tree-Nursery.html
http://www.capecodextension.org/Natural-Resources/Municipal-Shade-Tree-Nursery.html
http://ci.lexington.ma.us/committees/treefarm.cfm
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/urban/Lex%20Tree%20Nursery.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/urban/Lex%20Tree%20Nursery.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/urban/urbanGrants.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/urban/urbanGrants.htm
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long as conditions are not too dry or too alkaline. 

Baldcypress seeds provide food for wild turkeys, squir-

rels, evening grosbeaks, and wood ducks. Bald eagles 

and ospreys will nest in the tops of large baldcy-

presses. The wood is resistant to decay and it has 

been used in construction, docks, fences, boats, river 

pilings, furniture, and many other products. 

  

The function of the knees has 

puzzled botanists and others 

for hundreds of years [see 

picture, following page].  A 

lively debate in the horticul-

tural journal Garden and For-

est in 1890 shows some of 

the intrigue the knees have 

caused. By 1890, the main 

theory circulating about the 

knees was that they aerated 

roots in the anoxic swamp 

environment, but a letter to 

the editor of Garden and Forest from Robert H. Lam-

born, a railroad company president and scientist, pos-

tulated another theory ―that the most important func-

tion of the Cypress knee is to stiffen and strengthen 

the root, in order that a great tree may anchor itself 

safely in a yielding material…[sand].‖  A few weeks 

after his Garden and Forest letter appeared, Lamborn 

(Continued on page 4) 

Species Spotlight—Baldcypress Taxodium distichum 
We are fortunate in New England that 

baldcypress does well outside its native 

range of the southeastern United States. 

Though naturally occurring 

as far north as Delaware, 

this tree thrives in New 

England and is hardy in 

zones 4 to 11.  This decidu-

ous conifer naturally occurs 

in wet areas, along rivers 

and streams and in swampy 

areas, sometimes in stand-

ing water where it develops 

those knobbly ―knees‖ we 

love. Where it grows in 

stands, it often is the domi-

nant cover-type. Baldcy-

press also does well in ur-

ban areas as a park or specimen tree and even as a 

street tree so long as the soil is not too dry. 

  

Baldcypress grows 50 to 70 feet tall and 20 to 30 feet 

wide. It has a pyramidal form, a light and airy canopy, 

with buttressed roots at the base. In wet areas, baldcy-

press will form ―knees‖ at the base, but these do not 

generally occur in other growing situations. 

  

The leaves are spirally arranged and are bright green 

during the spring, a softer green during the summer, 

and finally reddish-brown in the fall before they drop 

off the tree. The buds are alternate (dawn redwood, 

Metasequoia glyptostroboides, a species often con-

fused with baldcypress, has buds that are arranged op-

positely). The bark is a stringy reddish brown and is 

attractive in the fall when the bark becomes a promi-

nent feature of the tree.  The flowers are monoecious, 

with male flowers in the form of catkins and females as 

cones. The fruit is a cone that is green when imma-

ture, turning 

to brown at 

maturity. 

  

Baldcypress 

transplants 

easily and is 

tolerant of 

many site 

conditions, so 

T H E  C I T I Z E N  F O R E S T E R  

Photos clockwise from top left: Fruit and fall color: 

Virginia Tech,, Leaves: UConn; Bark: Virginia Tech; 

Fall color and form: Mollie Freilicher 

By Mollie 

Freilicher 

Community 

Action Forester 



 

Species Spotlight—Baldcypress Taxodium distichum 
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published his theory in the January 31st issue of Sci-

ence.  A response to Lamborn’s letter, from Harvard 

professor, Nathaniel S. Schaler, appeared a few weeks 

later and disputed many of Lamborn’s hypotheses, al-

though provided little in the way of support for his 

objections.  In a reprint of this debate in a modern-day 

issue of Arnoldia, the magazine of the Arnold Arbore-

tum, there was yet a third response from the editor of 

Arnoldia, seemingly laying the matter to rest, stating 

that the primary function of the knees is the storage of 

carbohydrates.  Of course it’s not that easy. A few 

issues later in Arnoldia, Christopher H. Briand poeti-

cally writes, ―The truth may be that cypress knees 

evolved in response to past environmental pressures 

that no longer exist, in which case their function may 

be lost in the depths of time.‖ And we may never 

know for sure.  

(Continued from page 3) 

Baldcypress knees at Battle Creek Cypress Swamp , Prince 

Frederick, MD. Photo by Mollie Freilicher 

For some historic info on the great ―knee‖ question, 

you can revisit the debate in Garden and Forest in vol 

60(2) of Arnoldia. Issues of Arnoldia can be found at: 

http://arnoldia.arboretum.harvard.edu 

 

Briand, Christopher. 2000. Cypress Knees: An Endur-

ing Enigma. Arnoldia. 60(4): 19-25. 

 

Reprint of Garden and Forest debate. The Knees of the 

Bald Cypress: A New Theory of Their Function. 2000. 

Arnoldia. 60(2): 14-17. 

 

Lamborn, Robert H. Correspondence. The Knees of 

the Bald Cypress: A New Theory of Their Function.  

Garden and Forest. January 8, 1890: 20-22. 

 

Schaler, Nathaniel S. Correspondence. The Knees of 

the Bald Cypress. Garden and Forest. January 29, 1890: 

i-Tree Streets Workshop 

Thanks to everyone who attended the i-Tree Streets 

workshop on April 4 in Springfield and to those who 

tuned in online and by phone. We had about 25 atten-

dees in Springfield and nearly 90 participants online.  

We covered a lot of information on Streets, and hope-

fully you left with a better understanding of the pro-

gram and how you can use it to conduct an inventory.  

Some special thanks go out to 

 

 Ed Casey and Alex Sherman of the City of 

Springfield Forestry Department for hosting the 

workshop  

 Northern Tree Service for providing lunch to 

the attendees 

 Dave Bloniarz and the Urban Natural Re-

sources Institute (www.unri.org)  for presenting 

information on inventories and i-Tree, navigating 

the technical side of the webcast, and basically fa-

cilitating the whole process 

  Anne Cumming for her detailed presentation 

on how to evaluate signs and symptoms of pests 

and diseases for the pest detection module IPED. 

 Thanks to all!  

  --From the DCR Urban & Community 

   Forestry Program 
 

If you missed the workshop or webcast, the presenta-

tion will be archived online.  For the presentation and 

additional resources see: 

http://www.unri.org/webcasts/webcastsitreestreets041

2/   

http://arnoldia.arboretum.harvard.edu
http://www.unri.org
http://www.unri.org/webcasts/webcastsitreestreets0412/
http://www.unri.org/webcasts/webcastsitreestreets0412/
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Growing Greener—in Massachusetts 
Congrats to all the communities who 

earned Tree City USA (TCUSA) awards 

this year.  In 2011, we had 82 communi-

ties earn Tree City USA awards,* includ-

ing six that received Growth Awards. About 23% of 

communities in Massachusetts are Tree City USA 

communities.  In all, the TCUSA communities re-

ported hundreds of hours of volunteer time, valued 

at over $143,000.   The six communities that ap-

plied for Growth Awards achieved great things in 

their communities, from passing a bylaw on trees 

and construction projects, working to secure out-

side funding, holding workshops, improving risk 

tree programs, and much more.  We also had 

UMass Lowell achieve a Tree Campus USA award, 

and National Grid earn a Tree Line USA award.  

  

Let’s grow our Tree City Communities for 2012. 

Contact Mollie Freilicher to talk about how your 

community can work toward earning a Tree City 

USA Award in 2012. 

T H E  C I T I Z E N  F O R E S T E R  

This year’s Tree City USA Forum and 

Award Ceremony will take place Thurs-

day, May 31 9am-3pm in New Bedford. 

We will be recognizing our Tree City USA 

communities as we present awards to over 

80 municipalities.   

More information to follow! 

UMass-Lowell National Grid 

* as of 4/30/12 

Amesbury Danvers Lexington North Adams Town of Winchester 

Amherst Dedham Lowell Northampton Wakefield 

Andover Duxbury Ludlow Orleans Warren 

Arlington Fall River* Lynn Peabody Watertown 

Avon Falmouth Lynnfield Pittsfield Wellesley* 

Bedford Framingham 
Manchester-By-
The-Sea Plymouth West Bridgewater 

Belmont Grafton Marblehead Reading West Springfield 

Beverly Greenfield Marion Salem Westborough 

Boston Groton Marshfield Saugus Westfield 

Boxford Hanscom AFB Mattapoisett Scituate Weston 

Brockton Haverhill Medford* Sherborn Westover ARB 

Brookline Hingham Milton Somerville Weymouth 

Cambridge* Holyoke Nantucket Springfield Winthrop 

Charlton Ipswich Needham Stoneham Worcester* 

Chelsea Lanesborough New Bedford Sturbridge  

Chicopee Lawrence* Newburyport Sutton  
Dalton Leominster Newton Swampscott  

2011 Tree City USA Communities  

* Indicates 

Growth 

Award 

Bold indi-

cates first 

time Tree 

City 



From our Federal FY11 Forest Ser-

vice Urban Forestry Funds, DCR set 

aside $85,000 to plant trees in the 

communities affected by the tornado of June 2011.   

DCR also dedicated $15,000 from the Mass ReLeaf 

Trust Fund for the same purpose.  Below are the 

planting projects that have been completed or are 

scheduled to happen soon.  Please note that ALB Re-

forestation staff are paid from non-ARRA federal funds 

received by DCR specifically for the purpose of pro-

viding labor and technical assistance to tornado-

affected towns that request this support: 

  

Monson – DCR staff has worked with the town to 

train residents about maintaining storm-damaged trees, 

protecting mature trees, and proper planting of new 

trees.  DCR cooperated with the town to lay out a 

tree planting event for October of 2011.  DCR staff 

from the urban forestry program and the ALB Refor-

estation program provided support to the volunteers 

during this event to help plant 35 trees and many un-

derstory shrubs in public parks that were hit by the 

storm.  DCR purchased the trees for this event di-

rectly and handled the coordination with the nursery 

and the delivery of the trees.  Monson has about 

$10,000 remaining that the town will be using to plant 

public shade trees in the town center this spring.  

DCR urban forestry staff will purchase the trees for 

Monson. 

  

Wilbraham – DCR purchased 15 trees for delivery to 

the Minnechaug Regional High School for a tree plant-

ing event in October of 2011.  DCR staff assisted stu-

dents from the school and the Wilbraham Tree War-

den with the planting event.  Wilbraham has about 

$7,000 dollars left to spend, and DCR continues to 

work with the town to locate planting sites. 

  

Springfield – The city of Springfield plans to expend 

these funds during the spring of 2012 to plant public 

shade trees in the affected area of the city.  DCR Ur-

ban Forestry staff continue to work with the city to 

help establish the new non-profit greening group 

―ReGreen Springfield,‖ that seeks to plant public and 

private trees in the tornado-damaged areas. 

  

West Springfield – DCR Urban Forestry staff met with 

the Mayor and other city representatives and residents 

in April of 2012 to help the city decide how and where 

to use these funds for replanting public shade trees.  

The city has decided to accept the funds as a grant and 

to manage the planting work internally. 

  

Agawam – Urban Forestry staff met with town officials 

in March of 2012.  The town is in the process of decid-

ing how to access the DCR funds and has deferred any 

use of the funds until the fall of 2012. 

  

Sturbridge –   The town of Sturbridge accepted these 

funds as a grant and has internally managed the pur-

chase and planning of the replanting of 60 public trees.  

DCR Tornado Outreach 

T H E  C I T I Z E N  F O R E S T E R  
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Planting in Sturbridge, April 19, 2012 

Bare root trees for Sturbridge 

By Eric Seaborn 

U&CF Program 

Coordinator 



DCR Urban Forestry and ALB Reforestation staff as-

sisted the town with the replanting work in April 2012. 

  

Southbridge – DCR Urban Forestry staff has worked 

with the town and members of the local greening 

group ―Operation Tree Party‖ to contact residents, 

visit properties of landowners interested in receiving 

public shade trees planted within the 20’ set-back area 

on their private property (as permitted by MGL Chap-

ter 87), and site trees on these properties.  DCR Ur-

ban Forestry and ALB Reforestation staff worked with 

Operation Tree Party volunteers and residents to 

plant 142 trees in both Southbridge and Charlton on 

Saturday, April 21, 2012.  DCR also handed out seed-

lings to homeowners at the event.  Unlike the trees, 

the seedlings can be planted anywhere on the affected 

T H E  C I T I Z E N  F O R E S T E R  
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 DCR staff and volunteers planting in Southbridge, April 21, 

2012. 

private properties.  The seedlings were purchased by 

DCR in partnership with the Massachusetts Tree War-

dens and Forester’s Association as an extension of the 

replanting efforts and as an educational outreach op-

portunity. 

  

Charlton – DCR staff and Operation Tree Party volun-

teers followed the same procedure as described for 

Southbridge above.  Southbridge and Charlton were 

planted at the event on Saturday, April 21, 2012.  

Seedlings were also distributed as described above. 

  

Brimfield – DCR Urban Forestry staff worked with 

Operation Tree Party volunteers to contact residents, 

visit properties of landowners interested in receiving 

public shade trees planted within the 20’ set-back area 

on their private property (as permitted by MGL Chap-

ter 87), and site trees on these properties.  DCR Ur-

ban Forestry and ALB Reforestation staff worked with 

Operation Tree Party volunteers and residents to 

plant approximately 150 trees at an event to celebrate 

Arbor Day on Saturday, April 28, 2012.  Seedlings 

were also distributed as described above. 

  

The DCR Urban Forestry Program plans to continue 

working with the affected communities to expend the 

dedicated funds and assist with other forestry recov-

ery efforts. 

DCR Staff and a homeowner plant trees in Southbridge. 

Volunteers  plant  on Haynes Hill Road, Brimfield.  
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Brimfield—MA Arbor Day Celebration 4/28/2012 

Unloading the trees on Friday  

Morning tree  planting demonstration for volunteers 

DCR crew planting on Holland Road. 

Volunteers on Haynes Hill Rd 

Left: DCR Commissioner 

Edward M. Lambert, Jr. 

addresses the crowd of 

volunteers and residents. 

Behind him are Mike 

Murray of Operation Tree 

Party and Gina Lynch, 

the relief center director.  

Bottom right: After dedi-

cating the new service-

berry, Zach Lemieux, 

Tree Warden, waters the 

new 

tree on 

the 

Com-

mon 

with 

some of 

the wa-

ter col-

lected 

from 

Brim-

field 

and the 

Jordan 

River.  

At right: Gina Lynch and a very young volunteer 

tell the crowd about collecting water from all over 

Brimfield and combining it with some water from 

the Jordan River (yes, that one) that was blessed 

and will be given to all the new trees.  
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Beetle Traps for 2012—ALB and EAB 
This spring and summer, trapping efforts will be un-

derway for both Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) and 

emerald ash borer (EAB). Both traps are used for 

monitoring for these devastating pests and they serve 

as great tools for early detection. 

  

Asian longhorned beetle 

The DCR Forest Health Program, under a forest 

health grant from the USDA Forest Service will de-

ploy up to 1,000 traps that will help delimit the 

boundary of the infestation in Worcester County.  

Staff from DCR Forest Health and the ALB program 

will assist. Also in Worcester County, researchers 

from Penn State will place approximately 392 traps to 

monitor for ALB. This continues research they con-

ducted previously, testing lures for ALB.  Additionally, 

traps will be placed in some public gardens around the 

state that are participating in the USDA APHIS Senti-

nel Plant Network, including at the Garden in the 

Woods. The traps use a mixture of insect phero-

mones and plant volatiles to attract beetles.  For 

more information on these traps, contact the MA ALB 

Program Office 1-866-702-9938. 

Emerald ash borer 

You may also see purple prism sticky traps that are 

used for EAB.  The beetles are attracted to the purple 

and then get stuck to the trap.  The Massachusetts 

DCR Forest Health Program, with grant funding from 

the USDA APHIS, will place 713 traps for EAB in areas 

with high densities of ash trees, including forested 

stands, campgrounds, and in public rights of way. The 

DCR will place most traps west of I-495. You may start 

seeing traps by May and they will be left up until late 

August, when they will be removed.  The DCR will 

check traps periodically throughout the summer.  If 

you have questions about the traps, please contact the 

DCR Forest Health Program: 413-253-1798 ext. 204. 

ALB trap 

Emerald ash borer trap                        Photo: newenglandphotos.com 



Join the Grove! 
The Grove is a new website where nature en-

thusiasts, urban foresters, and others from 

around the country who love trees can share 

photos, news, and other information about ur-

ban forestry and activities taking place in their 

communities.  

P A G E  1 0  
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Growing on Trees—Massachusetts Urban and Community 

Forestry Challenge Grants 
While the deadline for our May grant round has 

passed, it’s not too early to begin thinking about apply-

ing for our next round when applications are due No-

vember 1. These are 50-50 matching grants offered to 

municipalities and non-profit groups in Massachusetts 

communities of all sizes for the purpose of building 

local capacity for excellent urban and community for-

estry at the local and regional level. Eligible groups in-

clude all units of local government and nonprofit 501

(c)(3) organizations. Local tree departments and citi-

zen tree groups are specifically encouraged to apply.  

 

If you or your organization is considering applying for 

this grant, you must submit the Intent to Apply Form. 

You may submit an Intent to Apply any time during the 

year, and our staff will follow up with you on your 

idea. Final full proposals are due twice a year, May 1 

and November 1. Your Intent to Apply Form must be 

received at least one month in advance of these dead-

lines, and preferably two months in advance if you in-

tend to apply for that round. 

 

This grant program seeks to fund projects which will 

result in sustained improvements in local capacity for 

excellent urban and community forestry management 

in six key areas: 

 

 Building and Strengthening Citizen Advocacy and 

Action Organizations 

 Developing and Adopting Tree and Forest Ordi-

nances and Policies  

 Securing or Training Professional Staff 

 Developing and Implementing Urban Forestry 

Management Plan (including tree inventories) 

 Attaining Tree City USA Award 

 Completing Strategic Community Tree Plantings 

and "Heritage" Tree Care Projects ("Heritage" 

trees are those larger trees over 32" in diameter 

that have a documented cultural and/or historical 

significance.) 

 Other Projects that result in sustained improve-

ments to urban and community forestry manage-

ment in other areas 

 

Grant awards range from $1,000 to $30,000. Appli-

cants should apply for the amount of challenge funds 

that their projects require. Larger communities are 

likely to be more competitive for larger grant 

amounts. Remember all grants must be matched 50-50 

by local funds or in-kind contributions. 

  

For more information, including all the necessary 

forms, see: http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/

forestry/urban/urbanGrants.htm or contact Eric 

Seaborn or Mollie Freilicher. 

Sign up for free and join the Massachusetts 

Grove and post information on tree planting 

and urban forestry activities in your community.  

http://www.americangrove.org/ma/ 

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/urban/urbanGrants.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/urban/urbanGrants.htm
http://www.americangrove.org/ma/
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Patagonia Environmental Grants 
―Patagonia funds only environmental work. We are 

most interested in making grants to organizations that 

identify and work on the root causes of problems and 

that approach issues with a commitment to long-term 

change. Because we believe that true change will oc-

cur only through a strong grassroots movement, our 

funding focuses on organizations that build a strong 

base of citizen support.‖ 
 

Patagonia will fund work that: 

 is action-oriented 

 builds public involvement and support 

 is strategic 

 focuses on root causes  

 accomplishes specific goals and objectives 
 

The next deadline is August 31.  All applications re-

ceived by August 31 will be responded to in January. 

Only one proposal from an organization will be con-

sidered per year. 
 

For more information:  http://www.patagonia.com/us/

patagonia.go?assetid=2942 

 

  “Right Plant, Right Place” 

- A Plant Selection Guide 

for Managed Landscapes 

This publication of the UMass Extension gives sug-

gestions for trees, shrubs, and groundcover for 

managed landscapes taking into consideration 

plant size, soil conditions (wet or dry), shade, 

hedge plants, flowers, and other factors. It also 

includes native alternatives to invasive plants. The 

guide is available online: http://

extension.umass.edu/landscape/fact-sheets/plant-

materials 
 

A complementary guide Choosing Sustainable 

Plants is also available: http://

extension.umass.edu/landscape/fact-sheets/

choosing-sustainable-plants 

Upcoming UMass Extension Programs 
INSECT LABORATORY: Hands-on Identifica-

tion and Management Strategies  

May 16, 2012, 9 am - 3:00 pm 

Agricultural Engr. Bldg., UMass Amherst 

Five pesticide contact hours for categories 29, 36, and Ap-

plicators License available. ISA, MCA, MCH, and MCLP 

credit requested. 

 

Scouting for Pests and Problems of 

Woody   Ornamentals Walkabouts:  
Insects and Weeds 

May 31, 2012, 5-7 pm, Arnold Arboretum, Jamaica 

Plain, MA 

 

Insects, and Diseases 

June 7, 2012, 5-7 pm, Smith College, Northampton, 

MA 

Two pesticide contact hours for categories 29, 36, and Ap-

plicators License available. ISA, SAF, CFE, MCA, MCH, 

and MCLP credit requested. Preregistration required 

as space is limited; the cost is $50.  

 

More info: http://extension.umass.edu/landscape/ 

http://www.patagonia.com/us/patagonia.go?assetid=2942
http://www.patagonia.com/us/patagonia.go?assetid=2942
http://extension.umass.edu/landscape/fact-sheets/plant-materials
http://extension.umass.edu/landscape/fact-sheets/plant-materials
http://extension.umass.edu/landscape/fact-sheets/plant-materials
http://extension.umass.edu/landscape/fact-sheets/choosing-sustainable-plants
http://extension.umass.edu/landscape/fact-sheets/choosing-sustainable-plants
http://extension.umass.edu/landscape/fact-sheets/choosing-sustainable-plants
http://extension.umass.edu/landscape/
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T H E  C I T I Z E N  F O R E S T E R  

The U.S. Forest Service challenges you to get out-

doors and take photos of your urban or community 

forest. You could win $200 in outdoor gear from the 

National Forest Foundation! 
 

Urban and community forests broadly include urban 

parks, street trees, landscaped boulevards, public gar-

dens, river and coastal promenades, greenways, river 

corridors, wetlands, nature preserves, natural areas, 

shelter belts of trees, and working trees at industrial 

brownfield sites.  
 

Judges will favorably consider photos containing the 

following additional elements: 

 family fun 

 diversity of people 

 volunteer service 

 professional tree care (proper practice and 

safety gear on display) 

 landscape views (such as trees against the city 

skyline) 

 smart growth (such as tree lined bike-lanes in 

use) 

 beautiful tree forms 

 close ups of features like leaves, bark or ber-

ries 

 wildlife 

 use of the free i-Tree software 
 

All photos must contain both of the following ele-

ments to be considered for a prize: 1) Trees and na-

ture and 2) an urban or community setting. 

The contest is open to all citizens or permanent resi-

dents of the United States. U.S. Forest Ser-

vice employees and their immediate family members 

may not apply. Each photographer may enter only two 

photos. No photos judged in previous U.S. Forest Ser-

vice contests may be entered. 

Entries must be emailed to contest@fs.fed.us or sub-

mitted on Challenge.gov for consideration. 

 

Deadline for submission is July 2, 2012.   

For complete rules see: 

http://urbanforest.challenge.gov/  

My Neighborhood Forest 

Photo Contest 

Up By Roots Workshop with 

James Urban 
Up By Roots: Healthy Soils and Trees in the Built Environ-

ment is a one-day workshop highlighting the princi-

ples of soil science and their use in facilitating the 

growth of healthy trees and developing water-efficient 

landscapes.  

 

This workshop includes lectures and field work in-

tended to introduce the underlying scientific principles 

guiding tree biology and soil-water relations. It is only 

through a healthy respect for these guiding principles 

that one can effectively design, install, and manage soils 

and trees in the urban landscape. More info at: 

www.newenglandisa.org 

Most parts of the state and region have experienced 

rainfall deficits of 6 to 8 inches or more since the be-

ginning of the calendar year.  This lack of rainfall, cou-

pled with above normal temperatures, is particularly 

problematic at the at the start of the growing season.  

Although far from a severe or prolonged episode, 

these conditions are a reminder that the possibility of 

extended drought should always be in the back of 

every Green Industry practitioner's mind. For more 

resources on drought see: http://extension.umass.edu/

landscape/news/dry-dry-dry [Reprinted from the 

UMass Extension website]   

 

Keep up with current conditions with the weekly 

Landscape Message:  http://extension.umass.edu/

landscape/landscape-message 

  

Dry, Dry, Dry 

Emerald ash borer has been confirmed east of the 

Hudson River for the first time.  An infestation 

was discovered in the village of Rhinecliff, 

NY.  Foresters believe that the infestation was 

detected early and that the infestation has been 

present in Rhinecliff for less than a year. This 

gives managers an advantage in battling 

EAB. The detection was the result of intensive 

sampling and monitoring in the area since EAB 

was found across the Hudson in Ulster County in 

2010. The newest infestation is about 25 miles 

from the Massachusetts border.         

More info: New York Dept. of Env. Conservation 

mailto:contest@fs.fed.us
http://urbanforest.challenge.gov/
http://www.newenglandisa.org/
http://extension.umass.edu/landscape/news/dry-dry-dry
http://extension.umass.edu/landscape/news/dry-dry-dry
http://extension.umass.edu/landscape/landscape-message
http://extension.umass.edu/landscape/landscape-message
http://polhudson.lohudblogs.com/2012/04/18/dec-emerald-ash-borer-found-for-the-first-time-east-of-the-hudson-river-in-dutchess-county/
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T H E  C I T I Z E N  F O R E S T E R  

We have a new smartphone app for detecting and re-

porting invasive species in Massachusetts. It is joining a 

crew of other apps already developed for invasive spe-

cies elsewhere. This app, Outsmart Invasive Species, 

was funded by a U.S. Forest Service 2011 Competitive 

Allocation grant project and provides a way for app 

users to report sightings of invasive species.  Bugwood 

developed it and has produced similar apps for inva-

sives in other states. https://apps.bugwood.org  

 

We need your help to "outsmart" invasive spe-

cies in Massachusetts 

If you have a smartphone or a digital camera, the 

power to protect the natural heritage of Massachu-

setts is already in your hands. Join the Outsmart Inva-

sive Species Project to help stop the spread of non-

native plants and insects that threaten our environ-

ment. 

 

The problem  

Invasive species pose environmental and economic 

threats to communities throughout Massachusetts. Just 

think of Worcester, where an outbreak of the Asian 

longhorned beetle in 2008 led to the destruction of 

nearly 30,000 trees. It will take the community years 

to recoup the value of the lost urban canopy. 

 

You can help  

Early detection and continual monitoring are key to 

stopping new invasive threats like the Asian long-

horned beetle, whether in a forest or a city neighbor-

hood.  

 

Outsmart Invasive Species App and Video 
Now you can help researchers cover more ground by 

looking for invasive species anytime - whether walking 

the dog, hiking, fishing, gardening, or working out-

doors. All you need is a smartphone, or a digital cam-

era and access to the Web. 

 

 To participate: 

 

1) If you have an iPhone or Android Phone: 

Download the free Outsmart Invasive Species 

application through iTunes or Google Play, and you'll 

be prepared to report invasive species anytime. 

2) If you have a digital camera:  

Register to submit data using the free Early De-

tection and Distribution Mapping System 

(EDDMaps). Just go to Outsmart on EDDMaps to 

sign up.  
 

More information at: http://masswoods.net/outsmart 
 

To watch the video: http://youtu.be/RfawHPvq5gI  

Watch the video here 

https://apps.bugwood.org
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/outsmart-invasive-species/id499957573?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/search?q=outsmart+invasive+species&c=apps
http://www.eddmaps.org/outsmart/join.cfm
http://masswoods.net/outsmart
http://youtu.be/RfawHPvq5gI
http://youtu.be/RfawHPvq5gI


May 1  Deadline for DCR Urban and Community 

  Forestry Challenge Grants   

  www.mass.gov/dcr 

May 1-2 Electrical Hazards Awareness Program,  

  Worcester, MA     

  http://www.masstreewardens.org/   

May 5  Volunteer Tree Planting    

  Dodge Park, Worcester, MA  

  http://www.beyondourrails.org/environment 

May 11  Elm St. Elm Planting, Buckland, MA  

  www.hilltownlegacytreeproject.org  

May 16  Insect Laboratory: Hands-on Identification  

  and Management Strategies, UMass Extension 

  http://www.umassgreeninfo.org/  

May 31   Tree City USA Forum and Award   

  Ceremony, New Bedford, MA 

May 31 Scouting for Pests and Problems of Woody 

Ornamentals Walkabouts, Insects and 

Weeds, Arnold Arboretum, Jamaica Plain, 

MA, www.umassgreeninfo.org/  

  

June 5 NEC-ISA workshop with James Urban,   

 Brattleboro, VT,      

 http://www.newenglandisa.org/  

June 7 Scouting for Pests and Problems of Woody Ornamen

 tals Walkabouts, Insects and Diseases, Smith College,

  Northampton, MA, www.umassgreeninfo.org/  

June 8 ISA Certified Arborist Exam, Norway, ME (App. 

 Deadline May 23)     

 www.newenglandisa.org  

June 26 and 29 Weed Identification Workshops, Broadleaf 

 Weeds (plus a few grassy weeds), Arnold   

 Arboretum, Jamaica Plain, MA and UMass Amherst, 

 www.umassgreeninfo.org  

July 26 Great Ideas Summer Conference & Trade   

 Show, UMass Extension ,Elm Bank, Wellesley  

 http://extension.umass.edu/   

August 10-15 ISA International Conference, Portland, OR 

   www.isa-arbor.com 

October 19-20 DCR Tree Steward Training—Save the Date! 

Eric Seaborn, Program Coordinator 

eric.seaborn@state.ma.us, (617) 626-1468 
 

Mollie Freilicher, Community Action Forester 

mollie.freilicher@state.ma.us, (413) 577-2966 

The Citizen Forester is made possible through a 

grant from the USDA Forest Service Urban and 

Community Forestry Program and the Massachu-

setts Department of Conservation and Recrea-

tion, Bureau of Forestry.   

On the Horizon 

Deval Patrick, Governor 

Timothy Murray, Lieutenant Governor 

Richard Sullivan, Secretary, Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 

Edward M. Lambert, Jr., Commissioner, Department of Conservation and Recreation 

Peter Church, Director of Forest Stewardship, Department of Conservation and Recreation 

Bureau of Forestry 

Department of Conservation and Recreation 

251 Causeway Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA  02114 

 If you have a topic you’d like to see covered 

or want to submit something to The Citizen 

Forester (article, photo, event listing, etc.), 

please contact Mollie Freilicher  

Subscribe? Unsubscribe?  You are receiving this 

email because you have requested to receive The 

Citizen Forester.  If this is an error or you do not 

wish to receive this newsletter, please email 

eric.seaborn@state.ma.us   
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