
Extension Entomologist and recent recipient of the Mas-

sachusetts Arborists Association‘s prestigious VISTA 

award, discussed a host of insect challenges over the last 

century that have threatened (and in some cases con-

tinue to impact) the well-being of our community trees.  

Bob also recounted entomological occurrences and 

achievements of the past that were the direct result of 

the strong tie between UMass Amherst and the 

MTWFA, including the formation of the Shade Tree Lab 

in Waltham, MA in 1949.  Dr. Nick Brazee, Extension 

Pathologist and Plant Diagnostic Director, outlined a 

number of woody plant diseases of importance that were 

present during the growing season of 2012. He especially 

highlighted the importance of Dutch elm disease past and 

present, and how this pathogen shaped policy and tree 

care practice in Massachusetts, further underscoring the 

relationship between UMass Amherst and the MTWFA. 
 

In addition to speaking about industry practices ‗then and 

now‘ (including an update on the A300/Z-133 safety stan-

dard changes) the ever-popular Dr. Dennis Ryan, Arbor-

ist and UMass Amherst Professor of Arboriculture, was 

the surprise recipient of the 2013 MTWFA George E. 

Stone Award.  Named after the UMass professor who 

founded the MTWFA at UMass on March 27, 1913, the 

Stone Award is the highest honor bestowed by this or-

ganization and only presented on an occasional basis. It is 

reserved for a member who has continuously demon-

strated outstanding dedication, with many hours of    

volunteer service to the organization. A historical display 

at the conference featured a picture of Dr. Ryan‘s prede-

cessor, Professor Gordon King, receiving the Stone 

Award in 1989. Congratulations, Dr. Ryan! 
 

And congratulations to the MTWFA on the successful 

celebration of their Centennial: 100 Years and Still 

Growing! 

On Tuesday January 

15th and Wednesday 

January 16th, a record 

300 attendees and ex-

hibitors gathered at the Host Hotel and Conference 

Center in Sturbridge to attend the 100th Annual Confer-

ence of the Massachusetts Tree Wardens and Foresters 

Association (MTWFA).  Up from the usual 225 atten-

dees, the two-day centennial event featured a list of re-

nowned speakers and a trade show floor filled with ex-

hibitors displaying equipment, technology and literature 

for sale (and even free handouts!). In addition to informa-

tive lectures and an annual business meeting, the Centen-

nial Conference wasn‘t all work and no play; door prizes, 

networking, a lunchtime awards ceremony and a social 

anniversary dinner made the two day event action-

packed and fun-filled. 
 

Kicking off day one, state specialists from the Massachu-

setts Department of Conservation & Recreation (Eric 

Seaborn, Julie Coop and Ken Gooch) provided an annual 

update on a number of topics ranging 

from community reforestation initia-

tives to urban forest heath activities, 

including the latest on Asian Long-

horned Beetle and Emerald Ash Borer 

– two invasive insects known to    

devastate trees. 
 

Over the two-day period, attendees 

also heard from U. S. Forest Service 

specialists. Dr. Nathan Siegert pro-

vided a forest pest update and John 

Parry discussed the Urban Forest 

Strike Team – an initiative designed to 

assist communities where areas of 

urban forests have been damaged (and 

even destroyed) from a storm event. 
 

Faculty from the University of Massa-

chusetts were well represented on 

the roster of speakers. Bob Childs, 
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Species Spotlight—Ginkgo, Maidenhair Tree, Ginkgo biloba 
Not many species can boast 

the longevity of the ginkgo—

both in terms of lifespan and 

its time in the fossil record. 

There are ginkgos in Asia 

over 1000 years old, with 

some extant wild populations 

in southwest and eastern 

China. Ginkgoales, the order 

containing Ginkgo biloba, dates 

back 250-270 million years, 

and the genus, 180 million 

years. Relatives of our 

ginkgo were around 

before Pangea broke 

apart and predate the 

dinosaurs by about 50 

million years. During the Jurassic, when dinosaurs 

roamed, there were at least four species of 

ginkgo. Many believe that its long record has 

given it great pest and disease resistance that is 

highly valued today.  
 

Our modern ginkgo grows in USDA hardiness 

zones three to eight and is a tough urban tree. 

The fan-shaped leaves are alternate, simple and 

grow on spurs in clusters of three to five leaves. 

Fall color is often reliably yellow.  Twigs are light 

brown and, like us, become grayer with age. The 

buds are reddish-brown, imbricate, and conical. 

When young, the trees show a conical or oval habit, be-

coming irregular and spreading as the tree ages. The 

trees are dioecious—separate 

male and female plants—with 

both sexes exhibiting greenish 

flowers. Male flowers are small 

catkins, while female flowers 

grow on a long pedicel (up to 

two inches). The growth rate is 

slow-to-medium.  
 

Unlike most other broadleaved 

trees, ginkgos are not angio-

sperms, but gymnosperms. 

From the Greek, gymnosperm 

means ―naked seed,‖ and ginkgo 

seeds develop from female flow-

ers into what looks like a fruit, but is actually just the 

seed with a fleshy seed cover. The seed covering is fleshy 

and tan to yellow-brown in color and is fantastically 

messy with a famously bad odor that has been colorfully 

described. We‘ll utilize the kindest description and say it 

smells like rancid butter. Needless to say, it is recom-

mended to plant only male trees. With plants reaching 

sexual maturity after 20 years, it is a good idea to pur-

chase a known male cultivar from a reputable nursery if 

you wish to avoid a messy malodorous calamity down 

the road. For cities with many female ginkgos planted, 

such as Washington, D.C., there are treatments available 

to prevent the development of the seed and the wrath of 

residents.  
 

That said, the fleshy ginkgo seeds can be collected and 

eaten. The seed without the fleshy 

part is often referred to as the ginkgo 

nut and can be cooked in both savory 

and sweet dishes. In Asia, Ginkgo biloba 

has been used for hundreds of years to 

treat a variety of ailments.  Today, an 

extract made from the leaves is used 

to treat many conditions including de-

mentia and Alzheimer‘s, poor circula-

tion, glaucoma, memory loss, macular 

degeneration, tinnitus, and others 

(consult your doctor.) In the few wild 

remnant populations in China, a few 

animal species are responsible for seed 

dispersal:  the leopard cat (Felis ben-

galensis), the masked palm civet 

(Paguma larvata), and the rac-

coon dog (Nycterutes procyon-

oides). It is thought that the foul 

smell mimics carrion, attracting 

these nocturnal species.  
 

Ginkgos transplant well and 

usually establish without much 

fuss. They are tolerant of air 

pollution, salt, heat, and a vari-

ety of soil conditions and pH. 

Ginkgos are tough. Because of 

their eventual size, ginkgos are 

best for parks and areas with 

adequate growing space, but 

they also do well as street 

trees and are often planted in 

this capacity. While not native 

to the U.S., ginkgos do not 

show any invasive tendency in 

the landscape. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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By Mollie Freilicher            

MA-DCR  

Community Action Forester 

Photos: Form: UConn 

Plant Database. Flower, 

twig, fruit, and leaf:   

Virginia Tech. 
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Species Spotlight—Ginkgo 

Ginkgos were first planted in 

North America in 1784 in Phila-

delphia on William Hamilton‘s 

estate, ―The Woodlands.‖ Ham-

ilton was a ―gentleman, land-

scape designer, botanist, and 

avid plant collector‖ (Madsen 

1989). While two of the ginkgos 

from this era existed as recently 

as 30 years ago, they have since 

been removed. There may be 

other surviving ginkgos from the 

early days in the United States in other gardens around 

the eastern seaboard and who knows, maybe hundreds 

of years from now, people will be looking in wonder at 

ginkgos we plant today.    

 

Del Tredici, Peter. 1981. The Ginkgo in America. Arnoldia. 
41(4):150-161. 
  

Madsen, Karen. 1989.To Make is Country Smile: William 
Hamilton’s Woodlands. Arnoldia. 49(2):14-24.  
  

Ginkgo biloba, health. 
http://www.umm.edu/altmed/articles/ginkgo-biloba-
000247.htm  
 

Ginkgo Edible Notes 
By Russ Cohen 
 

The ―nuts‖ (really seeds) inside the yellow fruits (which 

are produced by the female trees only) are edible and 

are used in Chinese cooking. The challenge is in gather-

ing and processing the nuts.  First, the smell of the fruits 

surrounding the nuts is truly repulsive (I liken it to dog 

vomit).  It is essential to remove every bit of the fruit off 

the shell containing the nut – and it is best to do this 

outside to keep the repulsive smell out of your kitchen.  
  

Secondly, some folks get dermatitis from handling the 

fruit and nuts with bare hands, so it is best to wear im-

pervious gloves (like rubber gloves) when handling 

them.  That said – if you are up to this challenge, the 

nuts (i.e., seeds) inside the shells are starchy and tasty, 

and can be prepared a variety of ways – one simple 

preparation is to mix the shelled nuts in teriyaki sauce, 

then spear them with a skinny wooden skewer, and then 

grill the skewered nuts over a hibachi.    

(Continued from page 2) 
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A follow up to the January Species Spotlight 
 

By Russ Cohen 
 

Although I hear occasional reports about people picking 

out and eating the maple seeds inside the samaras, I have 

little experience with that myself.  The main edible part 

of a Sugar Maple is, of course, the sap, and, more particu-

larly, products made from concentrating the sugars in the 

sap (usually by boiling): maple syrup, maple cream and 

maple sugar (the latter two products resulting from 

cooking the syrup a bit more until it begins to crystallize).  
 

All species of Maple (Acer spp.) can be tapped for sap 

(although this is not practical for the smaller-sized spe-

cies like Mountain Maple, Goosefoot Maple, Japanese Ma-

ple, etc.) – this includes Box Elder (A. negundo), which, as 

you know, is a species of Maple.  I myself have tapped 

Red maple trees and made a very tasty syrup and sugar 

with them.  Although allegedly the Sugar Maples have a 

slightly higher sugar content in their sap than other Maple 

species, the sugar content varies from tree to tree within 

the same species as well as from species to spe-

cies.  What I say is, tap what you have: so if you have Red 

maples, Silver Maples, etc., they are still worth tapping.  
 

Maple trees can be tapped for sap once they become 

dormant in the fall – you do not need to wait for Wash-

ington‘s Birthday (the traditional day maples are tapped) 

– one year I wanted to make some maple syrup for holi-

day presents, and the date of my first batch of syrup was 

November 30.  The sap does flow more rigorously in the 

late winter, but if you can‘t wait until then, you can tap 

trees earlier.  
 

Personally, my favorite way to utilize maple products is 

to combine them with Shagbark Hickory nuts.   

 

Recipe on next page. 
 

Sugar Maple Revisited  
for Edibility 

Shagbark hickory nuts 

(Photo: Vanderbilt.edu) 

http://arnoldia.arboretum.harvard.edu/pdf/articles/1120.pdf
http://arnoldia.arboretum.harvard.edu/pdf/articles/1120.pdf
http://arnoldia.arboretum.harvard.edu/pdf/articles/1989-49-2-to-make-his-country-smile-william-hamilton-s-woodlands.pdf
http://arnoldia.arboretum.harvard.edu/pdf/articles/1989-49-2-to-make-his-country-smile-william-hamilton-s-woodlands.pdf
http://www.umm.edu/altmed/articles/ginkgo-biloba-000247.htm
http://www.umm.edu/altmed/articles/ginkgo-biloba-000247.htm


Russ Cohen’s Triple Maple Hickory-Nut Sandwich Cookies  
(The “triple” in the cookie name comes from the three types 

of maple products used in this recipe: maple syrup, maple 

sugar and maple cream. BTW, I have found maple creams to 

vary in their firmness/runniness; you want it to be spreadable 

but not runny.  If it is too stiff, stir in a bit of maple syrup to 

soften it; if it is too runny, stir in enough maple sugar to 

thicken it to the right consistency.)    

 

Ingredients: 

1 cup softened butter 

½ cup granulated or powdered maple sugar 

4 Tbsp. maple syrup 

1 large egg yolk 

½ tsp. vanilla extract 

2 cups flour 

¼ tsp. salt 

1 ¾ cups coarsely chopped Shagbark Hickory (Carya 

ovata) nuts (can substitute pecans or walnuts if 

necessary) 

Maple cream for spreading (about ¼ cup). 

 
1. Beat butter in a large mixing bowl for three minutes or 

until creamy. Beat in maple sugar gradually. Add maple 

syrup, egg yolk and vanilla extract to the bowl; beat well. 

Mix flour and salt together and add gradually to the 

other ingredients in the mixing bowl; then add the 

chopped hickory nuts and mix until well-blended. 

  

2. Place the mixing bowl with the dough in it into the 

fridge for at least a half hour until it stiffens.  Then re-

move from the fridge, divide the dough in half and shape 

into ―logs‖ about two inches in diameter.  Wrap with 

plastic wrap, waxed paper of parchment and refrigerate 

again until firm. 

 

3. Preheat oven to 350° and get a greased cookie tray or 

two ready. 

 

4. Slice the logs into rounds between 1/8‖ and 1/4" thick, 

then place the rounds onto the cookie sheet. 

 

5. Bake for 12-15 minutes at 350°; then remove cookie 

tray from oven; the undersides of the cookies should be a 

golden brown color.  If not; leave in for a few minutes 

more; if so, then flip all the cookies over, re-insert in 

oven and bake 4-8 minutes more until both sides of cook-

ies have a (or are close to a) golden brown color. 

 

6. Remove cookies from cookie sheet, allow to cool until 

room temperature, then pair the rounds up into (more 

or less) matched pairs. Spread about a teaspoon‘s worth 

of maple cream on top of one cookie, then gently squish 

down on it with the second cookie to make a sandwich. 

 

Makes 25-30 sandwich cookies. 

 

For more wild food recipes by Russ Cohen, go to http://

users.rcn.com/eatwld/recipes.htm  

 

Russ Cohen serves as Rivers Advocate for the MA 

Dept. of Fish and Game‘s Division of Ecological Restora-

tion and in his spare time, he teaches people how to con-

nect to the landscape via their taste buds, as well as for-

ages himself. 
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Massachusetts Tree Wardens’ and 
Foresters’ Association Honors Eric 
Seaborn with President’s Award 

At the 100th Annual Conference of the Massachusetts 

Tree Wardens‘ and Foresters‘ Association in January, 

President David Lefcourt presented Eric with the Presi-

dent‘s Award for his service to the organization and to 

the Commonwealth. Throughout his time at DCR, Eric 

has worked closely with the MTWFA to foster urban 

forestry efforts in the Commonwealth.  

Arbor Day Grant from New England  
International Society of Arboriculture 

What is the NEC-ISA Arbor Day Grant? 
The Arbor Day Grant was created in 2007 to support 

small town and communities who needed help to build 

their Arbor Day Programs. This grant awards one $1,000 

grant to a town, organization, or community that demon-

strates a need to promote and support their Arbor Day 

celebration.  
 

Communities must complete and submit their Arbor Day 
Grant application by Deadline: March 25, 2013. 
 

Get more information and download the grant            
application here:  
 

http://www.newenglandisa.org/arbor_day_grant.html  

http://users.rcn.com/eatwld/recipes.htm
http://users.rcn.com/eatwld/recipes.htm
http://www.newenglandisa.org/arbor_day_grant.html


Amherst has been steadily growing greener with the help and guidance of Alan Snow, 

the town‘s Tree Warden (and former Community Action Forester for DCR). The 

Massachusetts Tree Wardens‘ and Foresters‘ Association named Alan the Seth H. 

Swift Tree Warden of the Year at its 100th Annual Conference on January 15.  
 

Alan has been the Tree Warden in Amherst since 2007, but it was not until 2011 

when the town hired him as the Director of Trees and Grounds, that  the position 

became full-time, with additional responsibilities related to open space in the commu-

nity. Alan is a tireless champion for trees and through his vision and measured ap-

proach, working with the Amherst Shade Tree Committee, elected officials, and the 

public, he has accomplished much in Amherst. Alan has expanded the town‘s tree in-

ventory, collaborated with the town‘s Information Technology department to create 

an application for managing the tree inventory and work orders, maintained the pre-

sent population of street trees, worked with the shade tree committee on a number 

of initiatives, and devised a plan to plant 2,000 trees over a three-year period through 

a bond for $612,000 that residents approved  at Town Meeting. Alan has also worked 

with the University of Massachusetts and Stockbridge School of Agriculture to pro-

vide internships and volunteer opportunities for students. Alan told the Hampshire 

Daily Gazette he was ―shocked and humbled‖ by the award, but once the list of ac-

complishments was read during the award presentation, those humbled included eve-

ryone in the audience. Congratulations, Alan!  You are an inspiration to us all. 
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Growing Greener—in Amherst: Alan Snow,  
Tree Warden of the  Year 2013 

Alan plants a tree with Amherst 

Shade Tree Committee Chair, 

Hope Crolius at an event, Fall 

2012. 

Last month, we announced the theme for this year‘s 

poster contest: Celebrate a Tree. It‘s not too late to 

participate in this year‘s contest sponsored by the Massa-

chusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 

(DCR), The U.S. Forest Service, and the Massachusetts 

Tree Wardens‘ and Foresters‘ Association. The annual 

poster contest encourages students to think about trees 

in new ways and express their understanding artistically.  
 

How it Works  

Schools participate by having fifth-grade students each 

create a poster on the current year‘s theme, Celebrate 

a Tree. Then, the school has a contest to pick a winning 

poster to submit to DCR by the deadline of April 19, 

2013. The DCR Urban and Community Forestry Pro-

gram Coordinator will announce the winners shortly 

thereafter. Winners will receive prizes, including a tree 

for the winning school.  
 

For more information 

Go to our website http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/

forestry/urban/urbanBranch.htm and download the full 

contest guidelines, including suggestions for other class-

room activities.  

Arbor Day Poster Contest Arbor Day Ideas 
 

It’s never too early to start thinking about Arbor Day. In 
Massachusetts, Arbor Day will be observed on the last 
Friday in April, April 26, 2013. (While that is when it is 
traditionally observed here, you can observe it any day 
you choose.) Here are some ideas compiled from cele-
brations here in Massachusetts : 
 Give away seedlings to elementary students in your 

community 
 Host an Arbor Day Festival. 
 Sponsor an Arbor Day cleanup to clean up street 

trees in the community. 
 Host an “Ask an Arborist” event in town. 
 Hold a Tree Discovery Day at the library for young-

sters. 
 Put on an assembly for students (Tree Benefits 

Jeopardy! is always a favorite!) 
 Participate in the Massachusetts Arbor Day Poster 

Contest. 
 Plant trees and hold a ceremony. 
 Work with the Massachusetts Arborist Association 

to sponsor an Arbor Day of Service. 

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/urban/urbanBranch.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/urban/urbanBranch.htm
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/urban/docs/postercontest.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/stewardship/forestry/urban/docs/postercontest.pdf


Woodstove Trade-in Program Offers Discounts  
for New Clean Stoves 
Eligible residents could receive up to $2,000 toward the pur-

chase of new, more efficient and safer models 

BOSTON – December 27, 2012 – Massachusetts Clean 

Energy Center (MassCEC) CEO Alicia Barton McDevitt 

and Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources 

(DOER) Commissioner Mark Sylvia today announced the 

launch of a new $100,000 pilot incentive program to as-

sist residents in trading their inefficient wood-, wood 

pellet- or coal-burning stoves for safer, higher-efficiency 

models. 
 

 Residents who qualify for the program – which is a part-

nership between MassCEC and DOER – will receive a 

voucher of either $1,000 or $2,000 to replace older non

-EPA certified stove models with high efficiency stoves 

that use less wood and release less air pollution. 
 

 ―Clean energy adoption can sometimes come from 

places you least expect it, but have a big impact on our 

energy costs, our environment and our health,‖ said Bar-

ton McDevitt. ―Newer stoves are more efficient, save 

families money each month on wood costs and provide 

better air quality that keeps more people healthy.‖ 
 

Until Jan. 17, 2013, this program will be open only to low

-income residents who provide proof of enrollment in 

the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program 

(LIHEAP), MassHealth or Women, Infants and Children 

(WIC). 
 

After Jan. 17, the program will open up to all eligible 

Massachusetts residents who have a qualifying wood-

stove to trade in. 
 

Low-income residents are eligible for a $2,000 rebate, 

while other Massachusetts residents are eligible for a 

$1,000 rebate. 
 

―We hope this program inspires people across the Com-

monwealth to upgrade their wood heating systems and 

save themselves money, make their homes more com-

fortable and the air cleaner,‖ said Commissioner Sylvia. 
 

―This program is a great example of how state agencies 

work together to support our clean air goals,‖ said Ken-

neth Kimmell, commissioner of the Massachusetts De-

partment of Environmental Protection, which is charged 

with ensuring clean air across the Commonwealth. 

―Because new woodstoves emit approximately 70 per-

cent less pollution than older, conventional stoves, Mass-

DEP worked with our partner agencies to ensure that 
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the change-out program targets the less-efficient stoves 

and significantly reduces local particulate emissions.‖ 
 

Residents can participate in the program by filling out an 

online application or submitting a paper application. 

Once it is approved, MassCEC will issue a voucher, 

which can be redeemed at any participating woodstove 

dealer in Massachusetts for a discount on the retail price 

of the stove. MassCEC will then reimburse retailers for 

the value of the voucher. 
 

To qualify, residents must already have an existing wood-

stove to trade in and must receive approval for a rebate 

before purchasing the woodstove. Woodstoves pur-

chased before a rebate is awarded are not eligible for the 

program. 
 

Residents can apply for a voucher, and access more in-

formation on the program, by visiting 

www.masscec.com/woodstove. 
 

 Funding for this program comes from the 2010 Alterna-

tive Compliance Payments (ACP) Spending Plan.  ACPs 

are paid by electric retail suppliers if they have insuffi-

cient Renewable Energy Certificates to meet their com-

pliance obligations under the Renewable Portfolio Stan-

dard programs. DOER establishes the plan for use of 

these funds to support clean energy development in the 

Commonwealth. 
 

General Inquiries: Ben Dodge, (617) 315-9379, bio-

massthermal@masscec.com 
 

About MassCEC 

Created by the Green Jobs Act of 2008, the Massachusetts 

Clean Energy Center (MassCEC) is dedicated to accelerating 

the success of clean energy technologies, companies, and pro-

jects in the Commonwealth—while creating high-quality jobs 

and long-term economic growth for the people of Massachu-

setts. Since its inception in 2009, MassCEC has helped clean 

energy companies grow, supported municipal clean energy 

projects, and invested in residential and commercial renewable 

energy installations, creating a robust marketplace for innova-

tive clean technology companies and service providers. 

www.massCEC.com  

  

About DOER 

The Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources develops 

and implements policies and programs aimed at ensuring the 

adequacy, security, diversity, and cost-effectiveness of the 

Commonwealth‘s energy supply within the context of 

creating a cleaner energy future. 

http://www.masscec.com/woodstove
http://biomassthermal@masscec.com
http://biomassthermal@masscec.com
http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw08/sl080307.htm
http://www.massCEC.com
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UMass Extension Course:  
Selected Topics for Tree Care Professionals 

Date: Thursday, February 21, 2013  

Time: 8:30am - 12:30pm  

Location: Doubletree Hotel - Milford, MA  
 

Includes Weed Management Topics for Arborists by Randy Prostak, UMass Extension Weed Specialist, who will 

explore what tree care professionals should understand about weeds and weed management.  The impact of turf and 

landscape herbicides on tree health will be discussed, as well as the role of invasive plants and related regulations.  
 

In addition, Rick Harper, UMass Extension Assistant Professor, will present Recovering Our Urban Forests: Up-

date on Invasive Pests (& Invasive Practices). According to a recently published study performed by the US For-

est Service, America's urban forests are declining at a rate of 4.0 million trees per year. Since it is well-documented 

that urban trees provide many environmental and economic benefits, the effects associated with this decline may be 

numerous and extensive. This lecture will highlight research pertaining to important invasive pests (insects & disease 

like Emerald Ash Borer, Asian Longhorned Beetle, Dutch Elm Disease) their integrated management, as well as invasive 

practices commonly found impacting the health of our urban trees. 
 

Cost: $75/person. 

Credits: 4 pesticide contact hours for categories 36, 40, and Applicator's License available. 

2 pesticide contact hours for categories 37.  

Association credits: 3.5 ISA, 1 MCH, 3.5 SAF, and 3.5 CFE credits available. MCA, MCLP and AOLCP credits pending. 
 

For a registration form, go to http://www.umassgreeninfo.org/ and click on the EDUCATION tab for the full listing of 

educational events. 

This winter and into spring, Vermont Urban and Commu-

nity Forestry will offer monthly webinars to keep you 

updated on the latest research, opportunities, and threats 

to the urban forest. Webinars will run the third Thursday 

of each month and last an hour. You do not have to be a 

VT SOUL Tree Steward to participate; however, these 

webinars are designed to support the work of tree stew-

ards in their community.  *CEU's available for ISA, SAF 

and pesticides. 
 

Winter Webinar Schedule 

Vermont Tree Laws: A Refresher 

February 20th, 5-6 pm 

Paul Gillies, Vermont Institute for Government 
 

Seven Habits of Highly Effective Tree Boards 

March 20th, 5-6 pm 

Paul Ries, Oregon Urban & Community Forestry Program 

 

Community Gravel Beds for Bare Root Planting 

April 17th, 5-6 pm 

Gary Johnson and Chad Giblin, University of Minnesota 
 

Destructive Invasive Tree Pests Are Headed our 

Way: Is Your Community Ready? 

May 15th, 5-6 pm 

Mark Whitmore, Cornell University, Dept of Natural 

Resources   
  

Learn more and sign up!  
 

http://www.uvm.edu/extension/environment/soul/ 

 

Evenings with Experts  
Lecture Series 
 A Public Lecture Series sponsored by Grow Native 

Massachusetts at the Cambridge Public Library,  

Cambridge, MA 

 First Wednesdays of each month, from February 

through June 7:00 — 8:30 pm 

 Cambridge Public Library, 449 Broadway 
 

Each talk will last about an hour with time for Q&A   

afterward. Author talks typically include sales of the  

speakers' books. 

Download a Flyer of the 2013 Programs 

Free Webinars from Vermont Urban & Community Forestry 

http://www.umassgreeninfo.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001tKMLGu_ecLNPqjZ8xAZsXLXAu8vgH2uzNxSWmmCLD1SJVG8869fYQq5TCU_iRU9infBVOaC57ySslWvxK4t6cKaCAxf8EZhc9w02ZzHFUnetoSKBwuvw9obmSddud0Fh5Px6TDeDKPjaouVVTy8_8k-s-vvmhgQQfF8EdjaDhDMCWsdzxIsjcgMaZbRY1EAH7OdZm2d2uPvuVf6_qEpVEnbo9ADA0w-GJYyk
http://www.uvm.edu/extension/environment/soul/
http://www.grownativemass.org/sites/default/files/downloads/Eves%20w%20Experts%20Flyer%202013.pdf
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Growing on Trees 

d e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  

T H E  C I T I Z E N  F O R E S T E R  

Fruit Trees:  
Routine Pruning and Care  
Boston‘s Urban Forest 
 

February 23, 2013 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Shirley-Eustis House 

31 Shirley Street, Roxbury 02119 
 

Routine pruning is vital for healthy fruit trees. In this 

hands-on workshop, experts will demonstrate basic tree 

pruning techniques and guide you as you help tend your 

fruit trees. Pruning tools and equipment provided. Please 

bring a pair of gloves and eye protection. Registration 

required by contacting 617-542-7696 or 

mathew@bostonnatural.org.  
 

All programs are free and open to the public. For further 

information call BNAN at 617-542-7696 or email 

info@bostonnatural.org.  
 

From the Boston Natural Areas Network website: 

http://www.bostonnatural.org/calendar.asp?M=2&D=23&

University Of Massachusetts 
Community Tree Conference 
Saving Our Trees: A Conference for Arborists - Foresters 
- Tree Wardens - Sugar Bush Owners & Anyone Who 
Loves Trees 
Tuesday, March 12, 2013, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Stockbridge Hall, UMass Amherst 
 

The University of Massachusetts Extension, the Massa-
chusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation 
and the USDA Forest Service sponsor this annual confer-
ence. 
 

Topics include: 
Strategies & Designs that Promote Urban Tree Survival, 
Rick W. Harper, UMass Extension  Asst. Professor of Ur-
ban & Community Forestry 
 

Re-Greening Springfield, A Model for Cities, Towns & 
Villages, David Bloniarz, USDA Forest Service 
Pruning to Reduce the Risk of Tree Failure,  Brian Kane, 
MAA Professor of Commercial Arboriculture, University of 
Massachusetts 
MGL Ch. 87 & the Utility Industry, Tom Brady, Tree War-
den of Brookline & Paul Sellers of N-Star 
Shade Tree Pathology: What's New & Old, Nicholas Bra-
zee, UMass Extension Pathologist 
Insect Pest Management: Where We Stand with Exotic 
Invasions, Robert Childs, UMass Extension Entomologist 
 

Two pesticide contact hours available for Applicator's 
License, categories 36 and 40. 
Association credits available:  1 MCA, 2 MCLP, 5 SAF, and 
5 CFE's. ISA credit pending. 
 

Cost is $65/person for first registration, $40/person for 
each additional registration from the same company. 
Coffee break and parking pass included in registration 
fee (lunch is on your own). 
 

For a registration form or to register online using a credit 
card, go to http://umassgreeninfo.org/ under UPCOM-
ING EVENTS. 
 

For more information, contact UMass Extension at (413) 
545-0895, eweeks@umext.umass.edu, 
or Dennis Ryan at (413) 545-6626, dr@nrc.umass.edu 

Recent Publication— 
Asian Longhorned Beetle  
and its Host Trees 
The USDA Forest Service, the USDA Animal, Plant, 

Health, Inspection Service, and the University of Ver-

mont have just published a pictorial guide to the Asian 

longhorned beetle. The publication is an update of a 2005 

version designed for use in the field. The Asian long-

horned beetle (Anoplophora glabripennis) has been devas-

tating urban forests in the Northeast since it was first 

detected in New York City in 1996. Efforts to eradicate 

this pest have resulted in the removal of tens of thou-

sands of trees in several communities in the United 

States and Canada. The Asian longhorned beetle has 

been successfully eradicated from Illinois and several ar-

eas of New York and New Jersey. While the eradication 

battle continues on several other urban fronts, there are 

growing concerns that this invasive pest could enter 

natural and managed forests of eastern North America.  
 

This pictorial guide provides basic information for identi-
fying the Asian longhorned beetle, its injury characteris-
tics, and its common host trees. The guide will help users 
detect the beetle in both urban and forested settings.  
 
 

Download a copy of the guide: 

http://na.fs.fed.us/pubs/alb/alb-and-

host-trees-09-12-2012-screen.pdf.  

mailto:mathew@bostonnatural.org
mailto:info@bostonnatural.org
http://www.bostonnatural.org/calendar.asp?M=2&D=23&Y=2013
http://umassgreeninfo.org/
mailto:eweeks@umext.umass.edu
mailto:dr@nrc.umass.edu
http://na.fs.fed.us/pubs/alb/alb-and-host-trees-09-12-2012-screen.pdf
http://na.fs.fed.us/pubs/alb/alb-and-host-trees-09-12-2012-screen.pdf
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Working Woodlands for Carbon and Cash 
In its January 18th radio program, Living on Earth covered 

a recent initiative the Nature Conservancy helped de-

velop to reward landowners for actively managing forests 

to sequester carbon through its Working Woodlands 

program.  

Listen to (or read) the full story at Living on Earth. 

Syracuse, NY Plans for Emerald Ash Borer 
Invasion 
Jan. 8, 2013, Syracuse (WSYR-TV) -- The emerald ash 

borer – a green beetle, native to Asia – has killed mil-

lions, upon millions of trees across the United States and 

it‘s making its way to Onondaga County. So much so, 

that the city of Syracuse is ready to launch its plan to try 

and manage it. There are 19,000 ash trees in Syracuse, 

2,000 of them are city owned and every single one will 

be under attack by the emerald ash borer. ―What we‘re 

looking at is what is proven to be one of the most de-

structive pests to bite North America in sometime,‖ said 

City/County Arborist Steve Harris. There‘s no evidence 

of the invasive species here yet, but there will be at some 

point in the next few years – that‘s for sure. It‘s as close 

as Rochester now. The city has $125,000 in this year‘s 

budget to take down as many damaged ash trees as pos-

sible and Harris plans to use every dollar. It will give 

healthier trees a better chance at surviving and they can 

decide to treat them with a chemical injected in the 

trunk or with a treatment in the soil. Read the complete 

story and watch a video at: ABC 9 Syracuse. 

Maryland Reaches Goal of Planting  
100,000 Trees over Period of Three Years 
January 10, 2013 By KKing—Governor Martin O‘Malley 

today announced that citizens have exceeded the three-

year statewide goal of planting and registering 100,000 

trees by 2013 through the exciting, interactive Maryland-

ers Plant Trees program. Governor O‘Malley encourages 

everyone to keep the momentum going strong, planting 

trees this spring to continue to enhance the health and 

beauty of Maryland. Read the full story at Maryland.gov. 

News 

World's Big Trees Are Dying: Alarming In-
crease in Death Rates among Trees 100-300 
Years Old 
Dec. 6, 2012 — The largest living organisms on the 

planet, the big, old trees that harbour and sustain count-

less birds and other wildlife, are dying. A report by three 

of the world's leading ecologists in today's issue of the 

journal Science warns of an alarming increase in death 

rates among trees 100-300 years old in many of the 

world's forests, woodlands, savannahs, farming areas and 

even in cities.  

Looking round the world, the scientists found similar 

trends at all latitudes, in California's Yosemite National 

Park, on the African savannahs, in the rainforests of Bra-

zil, the temperate forests of Europe and the boreal for-

ests of the far north. Losses of large trees were also pro-

nounced in agricultural landscapes and even cities, where 

people make efforts to preserve them. 

Read the complete story at ScienceDaily. 

T H E  C I T I Z E N  F O R E S T E R  

d e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  

Scientists trying to thwart kudzu bug’s  
destructive march 
By S. Heather Duncan  

Jan. 2, 2013—At last, the ―Vine that Ate the South‖ may 

have met its match. To most longtime Southerners, it 

sounds great: a bug that loves to eat kudzu and can kill 

off half an infestation of the tangled vine in a couple of 

years. What‘s not to like? A lot, it turns out. The bean 

plastapid, commonly called the kudzu bug, also likes to 

eat soybeans as well as wisteria and some ornamental 

plants. (Kudzu, wisteria and kudzu bugs all come from 

Asia, especially Japan.) Like stink bugs, kudzu bugs smell 

bad, and like ladybugs, they try to come inside people‘s 

houses. They fly in clouds and form clumps of thousands 

on white homes. The insect leaves behind orange stains 

when smashed and gives some people a skin rash. Geor-

gia is the first state the bugs invaded from Japan, and 

since 2009 they have spread with breathtaking speed. 
Read the full story at The Telegraph. 

Sensing a Disturbance in the Forest: New 
Landsat Imagery Tool Sees Insect Outbreaks 
From Space 
January 15, 2013—A new way of studying and visualizing 

Earth science data from a NASA and U.S. Geological Sur-

vey satellite program is resulting in, for the first time, the 

ability to tease out the small events that can cause big 

changes in an ecosystem. Read the complete story at 

Phys.org. 

http://www.loe.org/shows/segments.html?programID=13-P13-00003&segmentID=3
http://www.9wsyr.com/news/local/story/Syracuse-plans-for-emerald-ash-borer-invasion/QZa1nDYF_Ua7l7fzX2Cv_w.cspx
http://news.maryland.gov/dnr/2013/01/10/governor-omalley-announces-state-reaches-2013-marylanders-plant-trees-goal/
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2012/12/121206162519.htm
http://www.macon.com/2013/01/02/2303333/scientists-trying-to-thwart-kudzu.html#storylink=cpy
http://phys.org/news/2013-01-disturbance-forest-landsat-imagery-tool.html


Feb 6 Managing Invasives At Home and Around Town (Lecture),

  Grow Native Massachusetts, Cambridge, MA,   

  www.grownativemass.org  

Feb 6-8 New England Grows, Boston, MA,     

  www.newenglandgrows.org  

Feb 9 Winter Botany, New England Wildflower Society,  

  Framingham, MA, www.newfs.org  

Feb 19  Protecting Your Valuable Trees, New England Wildflower 

 Association & Ecological Landscaping Association,  

 Framingham, MA, http://www.newfs.org  
Feb 19-22 2013 Consulting Academy, American Society of  

  Consulting Arborists, San Francisco, CA,   

  www.asca-consultants.org 

Feb 23 Fruit Trees: Routine Pruning and Care, Boston Natural 

  Areas Network, Boston, MA, www.bostonnatural.org  

Feb 27-28 Annual Ecological Landscaping Conference & ECO  

  Marketplace, Springfield, MA, www.ecolandscaping.org 

Mar 2 Association of Conservation Commissions Conference, 

  Worcester, www.maccweb.org  

Mar 8 ISA Exam, Maine Arborists Association Conference,  

  South Portland, ME, www.newenglandisa.org 

Mar 12 UMass Community Tree Conference, UMass-Amherst, 

  http://extension.umass.edu  

Mar 12 Mass. Tree Wardens‘ & Foresters‘ Association   

  100th Anniversary Gala, UMass- Amherst   

   www.masstreewardens.org  

 

 

Mar 20-21 Certified Treecare Safety Professional/CTSP Workshop, 

  Tree Care Industry Association, Windsor, CT,  

  www.tcia.org  

Mar 23 Massachusetts Land Trust Conference, Worcester,  

  www.massconservation.org  

Mar 26 MAA Safety Saves Seminar, Massachusetts Arborists  

  Association, Wellesley, MA www.massarbor.org   

Mar 26 MAA Dinner Meeting, Massachusetts Arborists  

  Association, Framingham, MA  www.massarbor.org  

Mar 30 ISA Exam, Tower Hill Botanic Garden, Boylston, MA, 
  www.newenglandisa.org   

Apr 5 Massachusetts Certified Arborist (MCA) Exam,  

  Wellesley, MA, www.massarbor.org  

Apr 13 ISA Exam (with Tree Worker Skills test), UMass Amherst,

   www.newenglandisa.org 

Apr 17-22 SMA Municipal Forestry Institute, Lied Conference  

  Center, NE, www.urban-forestry.com 

Apr 26 Arbor Day! 

May 18 New England Chapter-ISATree Climbing Competition, 

  Goddard Park, Warwick, Rhode Island,    

  www.newenglandisa.org  

 

Oct 25-26 Save the Date! Massachusetts Tree Steward Training, 

  Harvard Forest, Petersham, MA 

Eric Seaborn, Program Coordinator 
eric.seaborn@state.ma.us, (617) 626-1468 
 

Mollie Freilicher, Community Action Forester 
mollie.freilicher@state.ma.us, (413) 577-2966 

The Citizen Forester is made possible through a 

grant from the USDA Forest Service Urban and 

Community Forestry Program and the Massachu-

setts Department of Conservation and Recrea-

tion, Bureau of Forestry.   

On the Horizon 

Deval Patrick, Governor 

Timothy Murray, Lieutenant Governor 

Richard Sullivan, Secretary, Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 

Edward M. Lambert, Jr., Commissioner, Department of Conservation and Recreation 

Peter Church, Director of Forest Stewardship, Department of Conservation and Recreation 

Bureau of Forestry 

Department of Conservation and Recreation 

251 Causeway Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA  02114 

 If you have a topic you’d like to see covered or 

want to submit an item to The Citizen Forester 

(article, photo, event listing, etc.), please con-

tact Mollie Freilicher or click here.  

Subscribe? Unsubscribe?  You are receiving this 

email because you have requested to receive The 

Citizen Forester.  If this is an error or you do not 

wish to receive this newsletter, please email 

eric.seaborn@state.ma.us.  To sign up, click here.    

The Department of Conservation and Recreation prohibits discrimination in employment on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, 

national origin, ethnicity, gender, gender identity or expression, age, sexual orientation, Vietnam Era Veteran status, or disability. 
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