
of trees and woody plants. In the coming issues of The 

Citizen Forester, various BMP publications will be re-

viewed, commencing here with 

the guide pertaining to Inte-

grated Pest Management (IPM). 
 

The BMP titled “Integrated Pest 

Management” defines IPM as a 

method for managing pests to 

tolerable levels by combining 

preventative and control inter-

ventions into a management sys-

tem and states that it is an 

“essential component” of Plant 

Health Care (PHC).  Ecological, 

social, and economic perspec-

tives of an IPM plan should be 

evaluated. Thresholds at which 

“actions” or interventions 

should occur are classified as: 
 

1. Population Action Thresholds: the level above 

which personal comfort or landscape quality is 

diminished by the pest; 

2. Physiological Action Thresholds: The injury level 

above which the health or structure of desirable 

plants is compromised; 

3. Aesthetic Action Threshold: Injury level above 

which the appearance of desirable plants is di-

minished. 
 

Since non-professionals tend to have limited tolerance 

for aesthetic plant injury, aesthetic action thresholds are 

often lower than physiological action thresholds. Given 

the relativity of this standard, different locations (e.g. 

residential or commercial properties) may have different 

action thresholds that vary based on pest, season, and 

client expectations. 
 

Monitoring is outlined as being a critical component of 

urban landscape IPM, as it is a regularly scheduled inspec-

(Continued on page 2) 

The American National Standards 

Institute (ANSI) A300 Standard 

outlines “performance standards 

for the care and maintenance of trees, shrubs and other 

woody plants.” They are compiled as “guides for federal, 

state, municipal and private authorities including property 

owners, property managers, and utilities in the drafting of 

their maintenance specifications.” Approval of an Ameri-

can National Standard requires examination by ANSI 

Board of Standards Review to assure that due process 

and consensus criteria have been achieved. Consensus 

occurs when substantial agreement (beyond a simple ma-

jority, though not necessarily unanimity) has been 

reached by “directly and materially affected interests.” 

Parts 1-9 detail Soil Modification, Pruning, Lightning Pro-

tection, Support Systems, Planting, Construction, Root 

Management, Risk Assessment, and Vegetation Manage-

ment. 
 

The Tree Care Industry Association (TCIA) is the official 

secretary for the A300.  They publish, print, and maintain 

records and correspondences relative to the ANSI 

guides.   The ANSI A300 Standard booklets themselves 

may be accompanied by Best Management Practice 

(BMP) companion publications produced by the Interna-

tional Society of Arboriculture (ISA).  These booklets are 

generally intended for application by arborists and urban 

forestry practitioners, as their pur-

pose is to aid in the “interpretation of 

the professional standards and to 

guide work practices based on cur-

rent science and technology.” 
 

Based on many years of interacting 

with tree care enthusiasts 

(professionals and volunteers alike), it 

has become apparent that there is 

widespread need either for review, 

or, perhaps more likely, for the fur-

therance of the information in the 

actual BMPs that pertain to the care 
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Laricobius spp. beetles 

are being reared and 

released in the North-

east in an effort to bio-

logically manage hem-

lock wooly adelgid. 

(Photo: Ashley Lamb, 

Virginia Polytechnic 

Institute. and State Uni-

versity, Bugwood.org)  
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What are the “Best” Management Practices?  

tion program that involves collecting site, plant, and pest 

information from a particular location. It is during this 

stage that one becomes familiar with the site on a spe-

cific level and that plant and pest populations are prop-

erly identified and understood. The IPM BMP guide takes 

measures to identify the use of chemical control tactics 

only as a last resort. Much emphasis is placed on enhanc-

ing urban plant health as the primary means to prevent 

pest problems. An important aspect of the preventative 

approach is to encourage proper cultural practices that 

include proper mulching, irrigation, pruning, and sanita-

tion. 
 

Monitoring tools, including traps, degree-day information 

(i.e. the accumulation of heat units throughout the grow-

ing-season), plant phenological indicators (i.e. under-

standing timing of the growing season when specific 

plants bloom, or experience leaf emergence), hand-lens, 

and field guides are discussed. Proper monitoring also 

includes highlighting key pests at specific properties or 

locations, as well as centerpiece plantings that receive a 

lot of visual attention. The guide also indicates the im-

portance of cumulative information as one better under-

stands a property with each passing growing season. 
 

Pest management or “control” strategies are defined in 

three categories: prevention, eradication, and suppres-

sion. Though rare, the goal of eradication may be neces-

sary in accordance with pests of great importance like 

emerald ash borer (Agrilus planipennis), Asian longhorned 

beetle (Anoplophora glabripennis) or hemlock woolly adel-

Trapping to monitor and help control insect populations. 

(Photo: http://www.nurserycropscience.info/ipm/scouting-

monitoring) 

gid (Adelges tsugae).  Further discussion is given to cul-

tural control practices – many of which are the same as 

the manual’s aforementioned preventative practices – 

and include addressing problems like over-mulching, over

-irrigation, and pruning. Trapping practices for the pur-

poses of population management and hand-removal of 

pests are also discussed. 
 

Biological control is outlined as the natural and applied 

use of biologically-based strategies that include the intro-

duction, conservation, and augmentation of natural en-

emy populations to address pest populations. Introduc-

tion of natural enemies may involve the importation of a 

predatory organism with a targeted pest population in 

mind, while conservation may include the careful re-

searching and highly-selective use of control mechanisms 

like pesticides, to preclude harming beneficial organisms. 

Augmentation of biocontrols generally involves the rear-

ing and releasing of predators that may already be in ex-

istence in that location, such as lacewings or predatory 

mites, to help bring pest populations to tolerable levels. 
 

The guide closes with several pages of discussion on 

chemical use for the management of pests in the land-

scape. Many important facets of pesticide use are cov-

ered, including cautions about sensitive environments, 

misapplications, pest-resistance, proper timing of applica-

tions, and safe use. According to the guide, an authentic 

IPM program involves the use of pesticides when other 

measures “do not fulfill pest management needs,” and 

that chemical control strategies should only be applied as 

part of the following procedures: 
 

1. Appropriate product selection;  

2. Correct pesticide dosage;  

3. Correct time and frequency of application;  

4. Correct application technique. 

 

To learn more about the ANSI standards visit: 

 www.tcia.org/business/ansi-a300-standards 

 

For more information more about the BMP companion 

guides, visit: www.isa-arbor.com 

 

Rick W. Harper is the Extension Assistant Professor in 

the Department of Environmental Conservation at 

UMass-Amherst. H. Dennis P. Ryan III is Professor and 

Program Coordinator of the Arboriculture/Urban For-

estry Program at UMass-Amherst. 

 

http://www.tcia.org/business/ansi-a300-standards
http://www.isa-arbor.com
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Pagoda tree, also known as 

scholar tree or sophora, has 

undergone a change in 

its Latin classification in 

the last 20 years. The 

tree many students 

learned as Sophora japon-

ica is now known as Sty-

phnolobium japonicum. 

This member of the pea 

family is native to China 

and Korea. Pierre Nico-

las d'Incarville, a Jesuit missionary in China advising the 

emperor on the cultivation of European flowers, was 

responsible for its introduction to Europe in 1747. D’In-

carville lived in China for many years 

and collected seeds of many trees that 

he sent overland to Europe, where they 

were studied and introduced to Euro-

pean gardens. Other trees he is respon-

sible for introducing include Ailanthus 

altissima, Koelreuteria paniculata, and 

Thuja orientalis. The first reference to 

pagoda tree in North America is in the 

Elgin Botanic Garden in New York City 

in 1811. Dr. David Hosack founded the 

Elgin Botanic Garden as a haven for 

new, exotic plants 

that may have me-

dicinal properties. 

The garden was 

unfortunately lo-

cated on the site 

of what is now 

Rockefeller Cen-

ter and was even-

tually shuttered. 

Pagoda tree also 

made its way into the collection of Samuel and Joshua 

Pierce, two Quaker farmers in Kennett Square, Pennsyl-

vania. Their specimen was growing by 

the 1850s, and their collection even-

tually became the foundation of 

Longwood Gardens. Pagoda tree is 

native to the plains of western China. 
 

Pagoda tree is a large tree, growing 

to 75 feet, with a similar spread, 

eventually developing a broad, 

rounded crown at maturity. It is 

hardy in USDA Zones four to 

seven and is a good candidate 

for tough urban conditions. 

Leaves of pagoda tree are al-

ternate and pinnately com-

pound, with 7 to 17 leaflets, 

comprising a leaf six to ten 

inches long. Leaflets are arranged oppositely, are one to 

two inches long, and acuminate, with a round base and 

entire margins. They are bright green above, and paler 

and glaucous below. Fall color is not reliable, but some-

times the leaves turn yellow. Twigs are green on young 

twigs and become brown after about five years. Gray 

lenticels are apparent, and protruding nodes give the 

twigs a bumpy appearance. Buds are black and wooly, 

with scales. The leaf scar may 

hide the buds. Bark of pagoda 

tree is gray, with long furrows, 

reminiscent of black locust. The 

growth rate of pagoda tree is me-

dium to fast. The reason pagoda 

tree is this month’s species spot-

light is because of the showy 

flowers, which bloom in July and 

August, after most trees are done 

flowering. The flowers are fra-

grant, perfect, white to pale-

yellow, bell-shaped, and hang in 12-inch-long clusters. 

The fruit is a green pod, three to eight inches long, and 

resembles a string of beads. It yellows and eventually 

browns, persisting on the tree. 
 

Pagoda tree thrives in full sun to part shade and in loamy, 

well-drained soil and is tolerant of drought and urban 

conditions. It makes a good street tree, although litter 

from the compound leaf and pods can be a nuisance. 

Other great sites for pagoda tree include parks, lawns, 

campuses, golf courses, areas with poor soil, and other 

urban areas. Pagoda tree is 

susceptible to canker, twig 

blights, and leafhoppers, which 

can kill young stems, causing 

“witches’ broom.” 

Species Spotlight—Pagoda tree, Styphnolobium japonicum 

By Mollie Freilicher            

MA-DCR  

Community Action Forester 

Photos: Form: Cornell University; Bark: Virginia Tech; Leaf: 

UConn; Leaflet: Cornell University, Ethan M. Dropkin; Flow-

ers: Harvard University; Fruit: Cornell University. 

T H E  C I T I Z E N  F O R E S T E R  
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The old: 

Stroll around the Jenks 

Nature Trail, that wel-

come patch of shady green 

in front of the high school and library, and you're walking 

in one of the oldest historical arti-

facts in Bedford, an arboretum with 

roots going back before the turn of 

the last century. Those two stone 

walls running parallel to the High 

School mark part of the original cow 

run that went from the Fitch Tavern 

barn across The Great Road toward 

Hanscom Field. At the time, the 

Jenks family lived in what is now 

called Fitch Tavern and their farm encompassed much of 

what is today's Town Campus, as well as the St. Michael's 

land and the Reuben Duren Way development. Charles 

W. Jenks (elected the Town's first Tree Warden in 1898) 

“planted numerous saplings” along the cow run--which, 

according to oral family history, he got from the Arnold 

Arboretum--creating an arboretum of 

his own. 

 

The once-flourishing arboretum was 

lost to neglect over time. In 1963, a 

group of Town volunteers developed a 

plan to bring it back. Today, the volun-

teer Jenks Nature Trail Working 

Group—which includes current and 

past members of Bedford's Selectmen, 

Library Trustees, Planning Board, Con-

servation Commission, Historic Pres-

ervation Commission, Arbor Resource Commission and 

Department of Public Works (DPW) -- is hoping to finish 

the project by revitalizing the arbor stock and adding 

signage. The DPW installed the first identifying sign in 

April 2011. 

 

The new: 

And now, with the very generous support of the Bedford 

Cultural Council, the Historic Preservation Commission, 

and the DPW, we've started to add informational labels 

on the trees. As in most arboretums, the signs all include 

the Latin name italicized in the top line and the common 

ENGLISH NAME in the second. The third line varies. It 

includes the tree's place of origin, whether it is a New 

England native . . . 

Something Old...Something New 
by Jaci Edwards, for the Jenks 

Nature Trail Working Group, 

Bedford, MA 

. . . invasive . . . 

. . . when it was planted. 

Now that the weather's agreeable and 

leaves are on the trees, think of passing 

some quiet time outside in the heart of 

your town. Enjoy that you're walking 

where the cows once ran. Check out 

the bark on the red pine and compare 

it to the Scotch pine. See how similar 

they are, while still being so distinct. 

The Jenks Nature Trail is a lovely place 

to make new history for yourself—or to take your own 

stroll down memory lane. 

 

Jaci Edwards is the Chair of the Bedford Arbor Re-

sources Committee. 

. . . non-native . .  

a New England native . . . 
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New EnviroAtlas from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
EnviroAtlas on the EPA's Web site is designed to help communities and researchers make in-

formed policy and planning decisions related to the environment and ecosystems. EnviroAtlas 

includes over 300 data layers, letting users analyze how decisions affect ecosystems and their abil-

ity to provide benefits (often referred to as ecosystem services). Key components of EnviroAtlas 

include a multi-scaled Interactive Map,  The Eco-Health Relationship Browser, Ecosystem ser-

vices information, GIS and analysis tools, and written resources.  

 

Learn more at: http://enviroatlas.epa.gov.  

Boston Society of Architects (BSA) Space’s ‘Urban Timber’  
Aims  to Improve Wood’s Reputation 
By Olga Khvan 

June 26, 2014—Wood burns. When placed against steel or concrete, it tends to be thought of as an inferior material 

due to its combustibility, especially when applied to construction in urban environments. But the new exhibit “Urban 

Timber: From Seed to City” opening Thursday night at BSA Space aims to improve wood’s reputation, celebrating its 

sustainability and versatility. […] To help dispel misconceptions, “Urban Timber” presents recent innovations in wood 

technology, such as CLT—cross-laminated timber, a high-strength material that’s gained popularity in Europe through-

out the past 20 years and has recently become available in North America. It has a higher resistance to fire because of 

its thickness, since the outer layers, when charred, protect the inner layers. Read the full story at Bostonmaga-

zine.com.  

Save the Trees – Spot their Enemies 
August is Tree Check Month 
August 2014 marks the sixth anniversary of the discovery of Asian Longhorned Beetle (right)

in Massachusetts. Since that fateful day in 2008, more than 30,000 hardwood trees have been 

removed because of this invasive pest. In 2012, Emerald Ash Borer (left), another invasive pest, was found in Berkshire 

County and has since been found in Essex and Suffolk Counties.  
 

Join your fellow citizens during the month of August and check your trees for signs of damage caused by Asian Long-

horned Beetle and Emerald Ash Borer. Take just ten minutes this month to check your trees for beetles and signs of 

damage; find out how at http://bit.ly/TreeCheck2014 or contact Stacy Kilb, ALB Outreach Coordinator, at 

stacy.kilb@state.ma.us or (617) 626-1764.   

DCR Tree Steward Training—Registration Coming Soon! 
October 24-25, Harvard Forest, Petersham, MA 
 

The 2014 DCR Tree Steward Training will take place Friday, October 24, to Saturday, October 25, at the Harvard 

Forest in Petersham. At this year’s session: learn about tree planting, soils, i-Tree, working with community groups and 

municipal departments, pests, pruning, tree ID, and funding urban forestry programs and participate in a roundtable 

discussion on urban and community forestry. We’ll have a mix of indoor and outdoor sessions. Registration will be 

available on the DCR Urban and Community Forestry website (http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/conservation/

forestry-and-fire-control/branching-out-additional-programs.html ) 

 

Deadline to register: October 10. 

http://enviroatlas.epa.gov/enviroatlas/atlas.html
http://enviroatlas.epa.gov/enviroatlas/InteractiveMapEntrance/InteractiveMap/index.html
http://enviroatlas.epa.gov/enviroatlas/Tools/EcoHealth_RelationshipBrowser/introduction.html
http://enviroatlas.epa.gov/enviroatlas/Ecosystems/index.html
http://enviroatlas.epa.gov/enviroatlas/Ecosystems/index.html
http://enviroatlas.epa.gov/enviroatlas/Tools/index.html
http://enviroatlas.epa.gov/enviroatlas/Resources/index.html
http://enviroatlas.epa.gov
http://www.bostonmagazine.com/arts-entertainment/blog/2014/06/26/bsa-space-urban-timber-wood/
http://www.bostonmagazine.com/arts-entertainment/blog/2014/06/26/bsa-space-urban-timber-wood/
http://bit.ly/TreeCheck2014
mailto:stacy.kilb@state.ma.us
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/conservation/forestry-and-fire-control/branching-out-additional-programs.html
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/conservation/forestry-and-fire-control/branching-out-additional-programs.html
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/conservation/forestry-and-fire-control/branching-out-additional-programs.html
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Partners in Community Forestry Conference 

November 5-6, 2014, Charlotte, NC 

This conference has become a premier event for urban and community forestry in the United States. Not only does 

the two-day conference pack a variety of great speakers and field experiences, the conference is preceded by multiple 

meetings of partner organizations: the Society of Municipal Arborists, the Utility Arborist Association, AC Trees, the 

Nature Conservancy, and state and federal urban and community forestry program managers. The Partners in Commu-

nity Forestry Conference presents a unique opportunity for all groups that serve community green space to join to-

gether to discuss the latest in urban forest partnerships, planning and management, models of sustainability, and innova-

tion. There is something for everyone, with topics ranging from tree maps, working with volunteers, urban forestry 

sustainability, utilities, to, of course, partnerships. (It is the Partners conference, after all.) Find out more at: http://

www.arborday.org/shopping/pcf/2014/index.cfm.  

DCR Urban and Community Forestry Challenge Grants 
Deadline November 1 

It’s not too early to start planning for the next round of our Challenge Grant program.   

Challenge grants are 50-50 matching grants (75-25 for environmental justice projects) to municipalities and non-

profit groups in Massachusetts communities of all sizes for the purpose of building local capacity for excellent urban 

and community forestry at the local and regional level.  

 

The USDA Forest Service provides funding for the grant program, and DCR administers the grants with guidance from 

the Massachusetts Tree Wardens’ and Foresters’ Association. The DCR Urban and Community Forestry Program as-

sists communities and nonprofit groups in their efforts to protect and manage community trees and forest ecosystems, 

with the ultimate aim of improving the environment and enhancing the livability of all of Massachusetts’s communities. 

 

For more information on the Challenge Grants (including our NSTAR Go Green grants and National Grid Partnership 

Grants contact Julie Coop at 617-626-1468 or julie.coop@state.ma.us or Mollie Freilicher at 413-577-2966 or 

mollie.freilicher@state.ma.us.   

We do our best to ensure that listings are  
accurate, but please check with program      

organizers for the most up-to-date information. 

Caring for the Trees at The Rose 
Kennedy Greenway  
Tuesday, August 19, 2014 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Boston, 

MA (Rain Date August 20)  
 

Tour Guides: Stuart Shillaber and Anthony Ruggiero  

$20.00 ELA Member or $25 Non-Member 
 

More info: http://www.ecolandscaping.org/wp-content/

uploads/2014/03/2014-Eco-Tour-Caring-for-the-

Greenway-Trees.pdf  

 

The Edible Landscape at Wellesley 
College  
Monday, August 18, 2014 5:00-7:00 p.m. Wellesley, MA  

Tour Guide: Tricia Diggins  
 

Wellesley College Students Free  

$20.00 ELA Member and Friends of Wellesley College 

Botanic Garden, $25 Non-Member Registration 
 

More info: http://www.ecolandscaping.org/wp-content/

uploads/2014/03/The-Edible-Landscape-at-Wellesley-

College-Eco-tour.pdf 

From the Ecological Landscape Alliance (ELA) 

http://www.arborday.org/shopping/pcf/2014/index.cfm
http://www.arborday.org/shopping/pcf/2014/index.cfm
mailto:julie.coop@state.ma.us
mailto:mollie.freilicher@state.ma.us
http://www.ecolandscaping.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/2014-Eco-Tour-Caring-for-the-Greenway-Trees.pdf
http://www.ecolandscaping.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/2014-Eco-Tour-Caring-for-the-Greenway-Trees.pdf
http://www.ecolandscaping.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/2014-Eco-Tour-Caring-for-the-Greenway-Trees.pdf
http://www.ecolandscaping.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/The-Edible-Landscape-at-Wellesley-College-Eco-tour.pdf
http://www.ecolandscaping.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/The-Edible-Landscape-at-Wellesley-College-Eco-tour.pdf
http://www.ecolandscaping.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/The-Edible-Landscape-at-Wellesley-College-Eco-tour.pdf


P A G E  7  

T H E  C I T I Z E N  F O R E S T E R  

d e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  

A U G U S T  2 0 1 4  

Growing on Trees 
Massachusetts Certified Arborist Program (MCA)  
The Massachusetts Arborists Association (MAA) is proud to sponsor the Massachusetts Certified Ar-

borists (MCA) program. The MCA program is a voluntary certification program initiated in 1957 by 

leading Massachusetts arborists. Since the program’s inception, more than 800 tree care professionals 

have obtained the MCA designation. 

The purpose of the MCA program is to raise the level of public awareness as to the importance of 

working with trained professionals and to provide a means of self-improvement and continuing educa-

tion for the certified professional.  
 

The next MCA Exam is scheduled for October 3, 2014 
 

NEW MCA Study Guide Version 2.0 CD - members. Order here 

NEW MCA Study Guide Version 2.0 CD - non members. Order here 
 

Click here to download the brochure for mail or fax orders. 
 

For more information, go to: http://www.massarbor.org/sections/certification.php.  
 
 

 
 

The MCA program examinations are prepared, conducted, and corrected under the direction of the MCA Examining 

Committee. Solely and exclusively a voluntary certification program, it is not in any way connected with any agency of the government.. 

Tree Campus USA Webcast 
If you missed our Tree Campus USA webcast on July 17 and would like to view it, it is available online: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIjv7wLKPzc.. 
 

Tree Campus USA is a free, national program created in 2008 by the Arbor Day Foundation and sponsored by Toyota 

to honor colleges and universities for effective campus forest management and for engaging staff and students in con-

servation goals. Hundreds of colleges and universities, nationwide, have achieved the title by meeting the five standards 

of Tree Campus USA: maintaining a tree advisory committee, a campus tree-care plan, dedicated annual expenditures 

for its campus tree program, an Arbor Day observance, and student service-learning project. For more information on 

Tree Campus USA, contact Mollie Freilicher, mollie.freilicher@state.ma.us or at 413-577-2966. 

Forest Legacy Request for Proposal Now Available for FY2016 
The Massachusetts Forest Legacy Program is now accepting project proposals for consideration in the Federal Fiscal 

Year 2016 application process. Forest Legacy project proposals must be entered into the "Forest Legacy Information 

System" (FLIS) and a hard copy of the application must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on September 15, 2014, 

for project proposals to be considered complete and eligible for review and ranking by the Massachusetts Forest Leg-

acy Committee. The appropriate Forest Legacy Area Sponsor and the Massachusetts Forest Legacy Program Coordina-

tor must also be notified by e-mail, no later than 5:00 p.m. on September 15, 2014, that a Forest Legacy Project Pro-

posal will be entered into FLIS by 5:00 p.m. on September 15, 2014.  Project Proponents should work with the appro-

priate Forest Legacy Area Sponsor to complete the data entry into FLIS. The Massachusetts Forest Legacy Program FY 

2015 Request for Proposals announcement is posted at: http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/conservation/forestry-

and-fire-control/forest-legacy-program.html 
 

For additional information or questions please contact: 

Michael J. Fleming, MA Forest Legacy Program Coordinator, DCR, 

355 West Boylston Street, Clinton, MA 01510, 978-368-0126 x114 fax: 978-368-0217 or mike.fleming@state.ma.us  

 

Quick Read: “Summer Shrubs” by JoAnn Viera, in the summer issue of Grow with Us, the magazine of the Tower Hill 

Botanic Garden. Access the newsletter at the Tower Hill Botanic Garden website or at issuu.com (page 18-33). 

https://connect.computility.com/form/index.php?id=01303e233adc1d313e08ead420017c8e
https://connect.computility.com/form/index.php?id=fe709d84cd655ff4e25ba6a0469e2cd9
https://connect.computility.com/form/index.php?id=cb2654538aaffa5d426a97f3d7b78648
http://www.massarbor.org/pdf/MCA%20v%202.0%20brochure.pdf
http://www.massarbor.org/sections/certification.php
http://www.massarbor.org/sections/MCA_examing_committee.php
http://www.massarbor.org/sections/MCA_examing_committee.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIjv7wLKPzc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIjv7wLKPzc
mailto:mollie.freilicher@state.ma.us
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/conservation/forestry-and-fire-control/forest-legacy-program.html
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/conservation/forestry-and-fire-control/forest-legacy-program.html
mailto:mike.fleming@state.ma.us
http://www.towerhillbg.org/index.php/visit/what-s-happening/enews-archive/
http://issuu.com/towerhillbg/docs/thbg_growwithus_2014_07?e=11609662/8659982


P A G E  8  

Gleanings 

d e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  

T H E  C I T I Z E N  F O R E S T E R  

A U G U S T  2 0 1 4  

After the Trees Disappear 
By Maggie Koerth-Bakerjune, The New York Times 

June 30, 2014—This past winter was the coldest Detroit had experienced in 36 years. Across the upper Midwest, cities 

shivered, and more than 90 percent of the surface area of the Great Lakes froze solid. It seemed like ideal weather to 

kill an unwanted insect. But it did little to stop the emerald ash borer, an invasive Asian beetle that is devastating ash 

trees from Minnesota to New York. “We didn’t find a single dead larva,” said Deborah G. McCullough, a professor of 

entomology and forestry at Michigan State, who led a study of ash trees in Lower Michigan over the winter. Even be-

fore the severe winter, Dr. McCullough and other scientists had come to the glum conclusion that they were going to 

lose the decade-long battle against the ash borer. Now they are assessing the cascade of consequences for midwestern 

and Northeastern forests, both urban and wild. Read the full story at The New York Times.  

Winter Moth Severely Reduces Oak Growth, Mass. Study Finds  
A recently-published study in Massachusetts revealed winter moth defoliation severely impacts the growth of certain 

oak species. The study examined the potential impacts of winter moth defoliation on three tree species, red and black 

oaks, along with red maples in eastern Massachusetts. Scientists closely studied trees in the Hanson, Hingham, Welles-

ley, Wenham and West Bridgewater communities. Winter moth defoliation of affected trees reduced growth of red 

and black oaks by up to 47 percent. Interestingly, the study found no harmful impacts of the same winter moth defolia-

tion on red maple. “One year of winter moth defoliation can affect two years of radial growth,” said Mike Simmons, 

lead author of the study. “The more defoliation, the slower the growth,” he added. One annual ring has two sections, 

spring wood and summer wood. Winter moth defoliation from the previous year reduced spring wood growth. The 

defoliation reduced summer wood growth in the same year. “Multiple years of defoliation on oak trees can result in 

increased tree mortality in infested stands,” added co-author Kevin Dodds, a U.S. Forest Service entomologist. The 

invasive species has defoliated hardwood trees in Massachusetts since the 1990s. It has also been detected in Rhode 

Island, Connecticut, New Hampshire, Maine and New York. Using tree ring analysis, the study tied winter moth defo-

liation levels from 2005 to 2010 to tree radial growth. The study, published in the journal Insects, is available online. 

Read the full news release at: www.na.fs.fed.us.  

 

Sunday, October 5, 2014, Land’s Sake, 

Weston, MA  
Come out to Weston for a day of community forestry 

and all of the different opportunities that local, sustain-

able forest management can create. The morning will be 

filled with lectures and workshops targeted toward dif-

ferent audiences, followed by interactive and hands-on 

activities in the afternoon. Participants will be able to 

pick and choose lectures and activities that interest them 

to make the most out of this opportunity. 
 

Morning Lecture Tracks 

 Forest Stewardship on Municipal Lands in Massachu-

setts: Spotlighting Town Forest Success Stories  

 Connecting Local Communities with Sustainable For-

ests Through Education 
 

Keynote Speaker: Chris Pryor, Director of Forest 

Stewardship, New England Forestry Foundation 

 
 

Afternoon Activities and Workshops: 

The highlight of the afternoon will be a guided walk 

through the Highland Forest. There we will display the 

different types of management that have historically oc-

curred in the forest, including salvage logging after the 

chestnut blight, treating hemlocks for woolly adelgid, and 

Land’s Sake’s improvement cutting. 
 

Other activities include: Open farm stand, demon-

stration of modern and 17th and 18th century furniture-

making tools and techniques, all using local wood. DCR 

portable sawmill demonstration; collegiate woods-

men/lumberjack team demonstration; wild edible plants 

walk; and wood-splitting demonstrations and tutorials. 
 

Register For This Event Here  

 

Sponsored by Land’s Sake, the Massachusetts Department of 

Conservation and Recreation (DCR), Weston’s Conservation 

Commission, the Weston Forest and Trails Association, and 

local conservation and forestry organizations. 

Community Forest Outreach Event   

http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7253.html
http://www.ent.msu.edu/directory/deborah_mccullough
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/01/science/earth/ash-forests-after-emerald-ash-borers-destroy-them.html?_r=0
http://www.mdpi.com/2075-4450/5/2/301
http://www.na.fs.fed.us/nanews/nastories/News-Release-Winter-Moth-FINAL-050714.pdf
http://www.landssake.org/events/community-forest-outreach-event/
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Cambridge's Urban Forest: Exploring and Col-
lecting Data on a Valuable City Asset 
There are more than 20,000 publicly-owned trees in 

Cambridge that are interwoven into the city’s urban fab-

ric. Most line the streets or fill the city parks and open 

spaces. Earthwatch, an international environmental non-

profit, has been collaborating with Cambridge’s City Ar-

borist for the past three years to study the city’s urban 

forest with the help of volunteers. Led by trained scien-

tists, volunteers have the opportunity to take on the role 

of a “citizen scientist” and collect data that tracks the 

health and growth of individual trees in the city. During 

the expeditions organized by Earthwatch, these citizen 

scientists learn how to identify tree species, measure 

trees, and record tree and environment conditions.  

Read the full story at Cambridge Community Television. 

A U G U S T  2 0 1 4  

News 

Fate of Rare Chimera Redwood Decided 
Cotati, CA — The fate of a rare redwood tree in Cotati 

has been decided after the SMART agency agreed on a 

new location near the city’s new rail station. The coast 

redwood tree has grown alongside railroad tracks in Co-

tati for over six decades and was saved from removal by 

the efforts of an arborist and the neighboring community. 

The tree, which grows green and white foliage, is called a 

chimera, and displays both colors from separate sets of 

DNA. Arborists say the chlorophyll-deficient redwood 

may be the only chimera capable of producing both male 

and female cones, making it valuable for scientific re-

search. “When it was pointed out that this tree had 

some unique characteristics, SMART then determined 

that we should move that tree,” Matt Stevens, SMART’s 

Community Relations Manager said. SMART announced 

that the move to City Hall was unfeasible due to power 

lines along the path on East Cotati Avenue, requiring 25 

lines to be disconnected and reconnected. Read the full 

story at sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com. 

Trees At-Risk for Invasive Pests will be Tagged 
in Newport, RI 
By Mark Schieldrop 

July 11, 2014—You might see bright orange and yellow 

tags posted on trees in Newport parks and recreation 

areas in the coming weeks. The tags are being posted by 

the state Department of Environmental Management 

(DEM) as part of an outreach and education effort to 

raise awareness about the infestation of invasive forest 

plants that are threatening Rhode Island's trees. Maple 

and ash trees throughout Rhode Island, including in New-

port, will be tagged with signs that show images of the 

Asian Longhorned Beetle and the Emerald Ash Borer and 

provide information about the tree species, what to look 

for, and contact information for the DEM's division of 

agriculture. Read the full story at Patch.com. 

Munching Moths Threaten Trees  
in Massachusetts 
By Alex Ruppenthal 

July 13, 2014—Ken Gooch, supervisor of the DCR For-

est Health Program, sits in a small plane and looks down. 

Spread below him are the coastlines, hills, and forests of 

the North Shore. To the untrained eye, it’s beautiful. But 

that’s not what Gooch notices. "I can see pockets of 

dead trees," Gooch said. "This has been probably some 

of the worst that I’ve seen." In the last year, Gooch has 

mapped 16,596 acres of defoliation across the state, and  

just about all of it has been caused by one particular in-

sect — the winter moth. Since landing in Massachusetts 

about 20 years ago, winter moths have chewed their way 

through trees in the eastern part of the state; Gooch 

said Gloucester and Rockport have suffered most. Last 

winter, the Department of Agricultural Resources re-

ceived 800 reports of moths. Read the full story at the 

Danvers Herald. 

State Officials Confirm Emerald Ash Borer Detected in Suffolk County 
Boston –Wednesday, July 30, 2014 – The Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) and the Department of 

Agricultural Resources (DAR) today announced that the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) has been detected in Suffolk 

County, Massachusetts. The destructive beetle was detected in a trap at the Arnold Arboretum on July 16, 2014, and 

was confirmed by federal officials on July 18. Suffolk County is the third county in the Commonwealth to have a con-

firmed detection of EAB. Read the full press release at: tcia.org.  

http://www.cctvcambridge.org/node/249626
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2014/06/25/fate-of-rare-chimera-redwood-tree-unsure-after-smart-agency-squashes-move-to-cotati-city-hall-albino-arborist-trees-railroad-sonoma-marin-rail-commuter-station-relocation/
http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2014/06/25/fate-of-rare-chimera-redwood-tree-unsure-after-smart-agency-squashes-move-to-cotati-city-hall-albino-arborist-trees-railroad-sonoma-marin-rail-commuter-station-relocation/
http://newport.patch.com/groups/around-town/p/trees-atrisk-for-invasive-pests-will-be-tagged-in-newport
http://danvers.wickedlocal.com/article/20140713/NEWS/140719163#140719163/?Start=1&_suid=1405428192866032448325661708865
http://tcia.org/news/safety/state-officials-confirm-emerald-ash-borer-detected-suffolk-county


Aug 1  ISA Exam, University of Maine, Orono,   

   www.newenglandisa.org 

Aug 2-6  ISA International Conference and Tradeshow,  

   Milwaukee, WI, www.isa-arbor.com   

Sept 4  Urban Forestry Today Webinar,    

   www.joinwebinar.com,      

   (and input code: #150-717-775)  
Sept 15-17 Precision Felling, Chainsaw Safety and Handling, 

   ArborMaster, Martha’s Vineyard,    

   www.arbormaster.com  

Sept 18-19 Tree Climbing Methods, Work Positioning  

   Best Practice, ArborMaster, Martha’s Vineyard, 

   www.arbormaster.com  

Sept 23  MA Arborists Association Dinner Meeting,  

   Framingham, www.massarbor.org  

Sept 28-30 New England ISA – 48th Annual Conference & 

   Tradeshow, Burlington, VT, www.newenglandisa.org  

October  NeighborWoods Month,     

   www.neighborwoodsmonth.org  

Oct 1  Deadline for Intent to Apply:    

   Urban and Community Forestry Challenge Grants 

Oct 2  PDS Chainsaw Safety, Mass. Tree Wardens’ and 

   Foresters’ Assoc., www.masstreewardens.org  

 

Oct 3  Massachusetts Certified Arborist Exam,   

   www.massarbor.org  

Oct 5  Town Forest Event, Weston, MA 

Oct 14-15  Level 1 Precision Tree Felling, Chainsaw Safety & 

   Handling, ArborMaster, Attleboro, MA, area  

   www.arbormaster.com 

Oct 16-18  Level 1 Tree Climbing Methods, Work Positioning &

   Best Practice, ArborMaster, Attleboro, MA, area 

   www.arbormaster.com 

Oct 17-19  NEC-ISA Master's Challenge Championship,  

   UMass Amherst, www.newenglandisa.org 

Oct 21  MA Arborist Association Safety Saves, Wellesley, 

   www.massarbor.org  

Oct 24-25  DCR Tree Steward Training, Petersham, MA 

Oct 31-Nov 2 Women’s Tree Climbing Workshop-Level II,  

   Petersham, www.newenglandisa.org 

Nov 1  Deadline: DCR Urban and Community  

   Forestry Challenge Grants 

Nov 5-6  Partners in Community Forestry Conference,  

   Charlotte, NC, www.arborday.org  

 

Julie Coop, Urban and Community Forester 
julie.coop@state.ma.us, 617-626-1468 
 
Mollie Freilicher, Community Action Forester 
mollie.freilicher@state.ma.us, (413) 577-2966 

The Citizen Forester is made possible through a 

grant from the USDA Forest Service Urban and 

Community Forestry Program and the Massachu-

setts Department of Conservation and Recrea-

tion, Bureau of Forestry.   

On the Horizon 

Deval Patrick, Governor 

Maeve Vallely Bartlett, Secretary, Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 

John P. Murray, Commissioner, Department of Conservation and Recreation 

Peter Church, Director of Forest Stewardship, Department of Conservation and Recreation 

Bureau of Forestry 

Department of Conservation and Recreation 

251 Causeway Street, Suite 600 

Boston, MA  02114 

 If you have a topic you’d like to see covered or 

want to submit an item to The Citizen Forester 

(article, photo, event listing, etc.), please con-

tact Mollie Freilicher or click here.  

Subscribe? Unsubscribe?  You are receiving this 

email because you have requested to receive The 

Citizen Forester.  If this is an error or you do not 

wish to receive this newsletter, please email 

mollie.freilicher@state.ma.us. To sign up, click here.    

The Department of Conservation and Recreation prohibits discrimination in employment on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, 

national origin, ethnicity, gender, gender identity or expression, age, sexual orientation, Vietnam Era Veteran status, or disability. 

Have an event for our calendar? An article  

about your community? Contact Mollie Freilicher 

http://www.newenglandisa.org
http://www.isa-arbor.com
http://www.joinwebinar.com
http://www.arbormaster.com
http://www.arbormaster.com
http://www.massarbor.org
http://www.newenglandisa.org
http://www.neighborwoodsmonth.org
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/conservation/forestry-and-fire-control/urban-and-community-forestry-challenge-grants.html
http://www.masstreewardens.org
http://www.massarbor.org
http://www.arbormaster.com
http://www.arbormaster.com
http://www.massarbor.org
http://www.newenglandisa.org
http://www.arborday.org
mailto:julie.coop@state.ma.us
mailto:mollie.freilicher@state.ma.us
mailto:mollie.freilicher@state.ma.us
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dENsNEJhN1dxTHdxSkYzcFFlRlJBX1E6MQ
mailto:mollie.freilicher@state.ma.us
mailto:mollie.freilicher@state.ma.us
mailto:mollie.freilicher@state.ma.us

