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Letter from Stephen Pleasanton to Alexander Parris 
 
 
       Treasury Department 
       5th Auditors Office 
       April 21  1847 
 
Sir, 
 I received yesterday your letter of the 16th instant accompanied by drawings, and 
a written description of a plan of a Light House, suitable for Execution Rocks in Long 
Island sound.  I also received an estimate by Mr. Gridley Bryant of the cost of the Light 
House.  
 
 As Mr. Bryant declined to erect the building unless he was permitted to use small 
stones for the concrete masonry, at the foundation, and the upper story of the tower was 
omitted, for the appropriation of 25,000 dollars; and [crossed out: belonging] believing 
myself that the plan as it stands is necessary for the tower there, and that it may be built 
for the appropriation, I have determined to advertise for proposals thro’ the Collector at 
New York, in whose district the building will be, to execute the work by Contract.  I shall 
accordingly send him an advertisement containing your description of the work to be 
done with directions to publish it in two of the newspapers of New York and one in 
Boston, of the largest circulation, for two or three weeks and send the proposals to this 
Office.  If none of them are within the appropriation I shall apply to Congress for a 
further appropriation before the work is undertaken.  [Added in a different hand:  The 
plan, as it stands I think a good one and ought not to be altered.]  
 
 I hope Mr. Bryant, on reconsideration, will put in a proposal to do the work within 
the sum already appropriated, for I should be very glad if he could execute 
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execute the work.  
 
 What will you charge for superintending this work provided a contract is made for 
going on with it.  I presume it would only be necessary to examine the work occasionally, 
after the foundation was laid.  [crossed out:  The foundation was laid] The foundation 
will require close attention.  
 
       I have the honor to be, sir, 
       respectfully, your ob[edien]t servant 
  
       S. Pleasanton 



 
Alexander Parris, Esq. 
Boston  Mass. 
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[written in Parris’s hand] 
Letter from the 5th Aud[itor] 

21st April  1847 


