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Copy 
       Charlestown   March 16th  1835 
 
Sir, 
 Mr. Parris is about going to Washington, and intends seeing the Com[missioners] 
of the Navy Board, relative to his employment in the service, upon the buildings now 
erecting in this Station.   He is now engaged as sup[erintenden]t of the Hospital at 
Chelsea and the Ropewalk in this Yard, besides these he is occasionally called upon for 
plans, estimates etc. and to render other service not embraced in the duties attendant upon 
either building. Mr. Parris does not seem quite satisfied and at his ease as to the nature 
and terms of his present engagements, or with his pay as adequate to the service he 
renders.  He is therefore desirous to confer with the commissioners, with a view to an 
arrangement more satisfactory to the Board as well as himself. 
 
 From Mr. Parris I understand he would be very glad to continue in the 
employment of the Department, in a more permanent manner and in a service of a more 
specific character than he is now occupied in.  He thinks his pay is not equal to the 
service he renders, or can render if his connexion with the service is put upon a more 
permanent footing.  As he has requested me to present my view of his wishes to the 
Board, I address to you at his suggestion, because of your more familiar knowledge of 
him, rather than to Com[modore] Rogers the President with whom he has not the pleasure 
of an intimate acquaintance. 
 
 Mr. Parris is passionately fond of his profession of an Architect, and of 
superintending public buildings, and from considerable personal experience in connexion 
with myself, and from knowledge of his skill, judgment and fidelity elsewhere, I think he 
merits the fullest confidence of those who have occasion to employ a superintendant of 
this description.  He does not seem 
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ambitious of accumulating money, so much as the steady employment in a favorite 
profession, where he can produce work satisfactory to his employers and of credit to 
himself, and where he can obtain a safe and honorable support.  You cannot have failed 
to observe his patience, good temper and skill in executing plans, directing workmen and 
making estimates upon a variety of subjects, and I do not know of any man I could so 
cheerfully recommend to the Department as Mr. P. to take the direction, planning and 
superintending the civil construction and buildings in this Yard.   
 



I take the liberty of stating a more particular sphere of his duties should the board 
think it expedient to meet his views.  He might be appointed as super[intende]nt of public 
buildings in this yard.  In this capacity he would give plans, estimates etc. of every 
erection required, such as Ropewalks Stores, Shiphouses shops etc. and see to their being 
faithfully and substantially built.  Should any thing of the same nature be required at 
other yards he would undoubtedly be willing to render any service there by being paid his 
travelling and other expenses when absent from his station;  and the work at either place 
during his absense, could be carried on by the carpenter and other master workmen 
attached to the yard. 

 
Mr. Parris thinks his compensation now inadequate to his service and that he 

ought to have twenty five hundred dollars a year:  This does not seem unreasonable and I 
have no hesitation in [crossed out: saying] expressing my opinion that a permanent 
engagement with him at that salary would be judicious, and highly useful to the public 
service.  Mr. P. has acquired from reading and long experience much scientific 
knowledge, important in various departments of construction, which is wholly unknown 
to common carpen- 
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ters and ordinary house builders. 
 
 I have often witnessed the value of his acquirements of this nature, which must 
necessarily add great confidence in the stability and usefulness of constructions erected 
under his guidance. 
 
       With Great Respect 
       Your Ob[edien]t Servant 
 
       (signed) L. Baldwin 
 
Com[modore] Morris 
Navy Com[missione]r 
Washington 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


