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Specifications of Masons’ Work for Charles R. Codman 
 
        

Specifications of Masons Work [etc.] to be done for 
Charles R. Codman [Esquire] in Building two Stores, 

in Kilby Street 
 

By Rich[ar]d Wetherell 
 

Digger 
 

To dig out the earth [etc.] for the Cellar story of such depth as may be required, 
clear and cart away all the rubbish [etc.] 
 

Mason 
 

To provide stone 2 feet in thickness and lay the same in lime morter, up to the 
levell of the underside of ground story. 
 
The quoins of windows, cellar openings and Cellar entrances are to be half 
hammered. 
 
Carry up partition walls up to underside of ground story 16 inches thick and from 
thence up to underside of slating 12 inches thick, the battlement walls to be 
carried up of a profuse thickness and covered with freestone coping. 
 
Add to the present partition wall, length sufficient to make the new Stores 56 feet 
deep from front to rear the wall to be carried up the same thickness as the partition 
walls now exist. 
 
To provide and set Blue Quincy hammered stone to the fronts as shewn in 
elevation, and posts, caps, stools, cills etc. to the lower floor of each store in rear 
of Building.  
 
Provide a cellar entrance stone Curb to [crossed out: east] front of Stores, and 
hammered solid curbs to [crossed out: east] front window to cellar. 
 
Carry up the backfront with good hard burnt bricks, laid in lime morter 12 inches 
thick and finish with brick cornice and Copper gutter with an area on the rear 6 
feet wide [with?] stone steps leading to Cellar, the bottom to be paved with brick 
and suitable drains and hollow [plug?] to be laid in Cellar. 
 
The cornice in front to correspond with the Cornice of the stores  
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erected last season for Mr. Codman. 
 
The center stone post to be hollowed out for conductor 
 
To provide a rainwater Channel stone to Sidewalk 

 
To provide wrought Iron bars to Cellar windows of each store in [crossed out: 
both] front 
 
Freestone caps and Cills to windows in backfront and two soapstone mouths to 
flues in each of the three lower stories. 
 
The partition walls to have projections, carried up in them for ends of Timbers. 
 
To drill all holes, make all mortices etc. that may be required by Carpenter. 
 
Take up the present side walk, relay D[itt]o with new Bricks and new edge stone 
 
To build such drains as may be absolutely requisite 
 
Cover, ridge, hips and valleys, etc., Dormer windows, with lead [crossed out: 4 
lb.] to the foot Superficial. 
 
Put in flashings to battlement walls, [scuttle?] etc. 
 
Cover the roof with Imperial slates, fastened with copper nails. 
 
To lath, lay, set and whiten the Ceilings and strings of Stairs. 
 
To set 4 Safes in any situation that may be required 
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General restrictions 
 

1st The whole of the work to be done in a good and workmanlike manner, the 
Contractor finding all stock, Labour, staging and materials for erecting and 
completing the aforesaid works. 

 
2nd The work to be done to the satisfaction of Alex Parris.  



 
3rd Should there be an omission or omissions in specifying any of the work that may 

be requisite to complete the building agreeable to the plan, the same shall be done 
at the Contractors own expence.  

 
4th The whole of the work to be completed in sufficient time for the Carpenter and 

Painter to complete the Building on or before the first day of August next. 
 
5th The Contractor to have the present old Building as they now stand. 
 
6th Mr. Codman, to have the liberty of making any alteration or additions to the 

present plan while the work progress’s the difference in expence to be added or 
deducted as the case may be. 

 
7th The stone work to be equal in quality and hammering to Stores lately erected by 

Mr. Adams, Kilby Street. 
 
8th [crossed out:  Should Mr. Codman reduce the size of Stores to the depth of 60 

feet the contractor is to allow Two hundred and fifty dollars, and if fifty five feet 
deep Two hundred and seventy five Dollars.] 
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 Memorandum of agreement made this tenth day of March, in this year of our 
Lord, eighteen hundred and twenty seven by and between Richard Wetherell, Mason, and 
Charles R. Codman [Esquire], both of Boston, county of Suffolk and commonwealth of 
Massachusetts in manner following,  Vizt. 
 
 The said Wetherell, agrees to perform all the work agreeable to the foregoing 
specifications and the plans annexed in building two stores in Kilby Street conformable 
to the general restrictions therein named, for the sum of five thousand six hundred 
Dollars and the said Codman, agrees to pay or cause to be paid unto the said Wetherell 
the aforesaid sum, on completion of this Contract, the money to be paid in the following 
manner, to wit, five hundred Dollars when the first floor shall be on, five hundred Dollars 
when the second floor shall be on, three thousand Dollars when the roof shall be 
completed, and the remaining sum of sixteen hundred Dollars to be paid when the said 
works are completed and accepted by Alexander Parris Architect in full satisfaction for 
the same. 
 
 In witness whereof the said parties have hereunto set their hands the day and year 
before written. 
 
In presence of    
 



 
 
 

[written on side of document, in Parris’s hand] 
 

C. R. Codmans cont[ract] 
 with Rich[ar]d Wetherell 

1827 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 


