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 Specification of work to be performed in erecting and completely finishing a 
Beacon on Black-rock in Long Island sound, agreebly to the accompanying drawings. To 
procure a good and substantial foundation, it is proposed to level off the loose stones 
[crossed out: from two] to [added in Gridley Bryant’s hand: a depth of] three feet, or as 
much below the low water line as practicable, and have [crossed out: an enclosure] 
[added in Gridley Bryant’s hand: a coffer dam] made with timber [added in Gridley 
Bryant’s hand: and plank] twenty-four feet in diameter, [crossed out:  five feet high to 
answer as a kind of coffer dam, into which] [added in Gridley Bryant’s hand: to extend, 
from the bottom of the excavation, or foundation, above the tide at high water,] a 
concrete made [crossed out: with mixing] of Hydraulic lime, cours gravel and sand 
[crossed out:  This concrete] is [added in Gridley Bryant’s hand: then] to be well worked 
into all the cavities immediately below the space so [crossed out: leveled that is to form 
the foundation of] [added in Gridley Bryant’s hand: as to form a perfectly level 
foundation for] the Beacon.  A. [A sentence labeled “A” is written across the left margin 
of the document, as follows:  after the two lower courses have been laid, the space 
between them and the coffer dam, is also to be filled with this concrete, the top of which 
is to be shaped off to correspond with the inclination of the surrounding rails.] 
 
 [Crossed out:  Upon this foundation is to be created a] The Beacon to be 
constructed of [crossed out: good] [added in Gridley Bryant’s hand: the best eastern] 
granite, hammered on the outside, beds, builds and joints, the quality of which is to be as 
good in every respect as the work of the Beacon on the round shoal at the mouth of 
Connecticut River, erected by us in 1841.  The base of the Beacon to be 22 feet diameter, 
[added in Gridley Bryant’s hand: the height] twenty five feet, [crossed out: high, and 
four feet] and the diameter at top [added in Gridley Bryant’s hand: four feet.]  The first 
course to be in eight stones [added in Gridley Bryant’s hand: and two feet thick,] the 
other courses to be in four stones each, and two feet thick except the two upper courses, 
which are to be in one stone each [added in Gridley Bryant’s hand: and respectively three 
and four feet in thickness.]  The intervening courses composing the Beacon are to be laid 
in such manner, that the middle of each stone shall lay over the joist of the course below, 
holes are to be cut into the stone to receive the joggles as represented on the plan and 
section, there are to be [crossed out: four joggles] in each of the courses intervening 
between the bottom and top courses four joggles to be 9 inch cubes of granite, of which 4 
½ inches are to be in the upper and 4 ½ inches in the lower course.  The whole of the 
masonry to be laid in good Hydraulic cement. Upon the cap or top of the masonry is to be 
placed a cast iron pillar and ball as follows, the shape to conform to the drawing the pillar 
to be hollow 1 ½ inches thickness 10 feet 6 inches in length and coupled by a collar one 
foot four inches in height the part below the collar to be 5 feet 4 ½ inches and the part 
above to be 3 feet 10 inches.  A solid flanch is to be made at the top, of three inches 



thickness and one foot 9 inches in diameter the bottom of the lower piece is to be made 
with a solid flanch of  
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two inches in thickness, and three feet diameter, through which a bolt is to be passed of 
wrought iron 1 ¾ inches in diameter running down through the two upper courses of 
stone and confinded at the bottom as shewn in the drawing.  [crossed out:  A sufficient 
number of] wrought iron bolts to be driven into the upper course of stone, as follows  8 
bolts each one inch in diameter and driven into the stone 8 inches with blind wedges at 
the bottom of each. A globe or ball is to be provided 3 feet 6 inches in diameter to consist 
of 24 ribes meeting at the top and bottom, and a belt passing horozontally round them at 
the middle of the height of the ball, on which are to be cast raised letters Black-Rock on 
one side and on the other 1843.  A portion of the globe to be cast solid and in the same 
pice with a solid belt to surmount the whole as seen by the drawing.  The whole of the 
iron shaft to be painted black and the ribs of the ball red on one side and white on the 
other. The belt around the middle white and the raised letters on the same to be black  
 
 
 
 


