
TOWNSEND- August 17, 2016- Today, the Baker-Polito Administration announced the signing of House Bill
3748authorizing the transfer of 36 acres of ecologically significant habitat from the Town of Townsend to the Department
of Fish and Game (DFG). The land, located along Haynes Road, will become part of the existing Townsend Hill Wildlife
Management Area, managed by DFG’s Division of Fisheries and Wildlife.

“By working in partnership with the Town of Townsend, we will be able to expand the Townsend Hill Wildlife
Management Area, which will ultimately provide the public with additional opportunities to observe and explore wildlife in
its natural surroundings,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “Our administration continues to seek out opportunities, like
this land transfer, that will positively benefit the public while simultaneously preserving ecologically significant land.”

“It is important that communities like Townsend have access to valuable green spaces, such as the Townsend Hill
Wildlife Management Area,” said Lieutenant Governor Kayrn Polito. “Expanding and conserving public land
remains a key priority of our Administration, and by partnering with municipalities and other stakeholders across the
state, we will be able to continue to accomplish that goal.”

DFG began acquiring land in the area about seven years ago, and today the Townsend Hill Wildlife Management Area
consists of about 550 acres of open space in the northeast section of Townsend that provides several recreational
opportunities for the public to enjoy, including:

Hunting;

Bird watching;

Hiking;

Cross country skiing and snowshoeing

Photography; and

Walking/Running.

“It is incredibly important that the public is provided with natural spaces like the Townsend Hill Wildlife Management
Area to visit and observe the wonders of nature,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary Matthew
Beaton. “For years this property has served as a vital environmental space where countless individuals have fostered a
love for the environment, and I am happy that the wildlife management area will continue to inspire all kinds of visitors
for years to come.”

“Acquiring additional land for the public to enjoy is another example of the Baker-Polito Administration’s dedication and
commitment in ensuring land is conserved for public access,” said Department of Fish and Game
Commissioner George Peterson. “Increasing the Townsend Hill Wildlife Management Area will allow a diverse set
of species to flourish, while also protecting the land for thousands of anglers, hunters, and others to enjoy.”

The legislation authorizes the DFG to purchase the land from the Town of Townsend. Additionally, the purchase price of
the land will be determined by an appraisal prepared by DFG, and is approved by the Massachusetts Inspector General.
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“I am so happy for the support we’ve gotten from the Baker Administration on this initiative,” said State
Representative Sheila Harrington (R-Groton). “In this area, we place a very high premium on preservation of
our wildlife habitats. This wildlife management area is truly a benefit to our communities.”

“This land transfer will help Townsend and the state meet their shared goal of protecting conservation land and
wildlife,”said State Senator Jennifer Flanagan (D-Leominster). “In addition, making the land more accessible
for local residents will provide outdoors enjoyment to many for years to come.”

“The preservation of this land is a long term investment in our community,” said Townsend Town Administrator
Jim Kreidler. “The protection of our natural resources pays dividends that will be realized by our children, our
grandchildren and each succeeding generation to come. The involved officials and residents of Townsend should be
commended for their efforts and forethought. We all owe a debt of gratitude to Representative Harrington, Senator
Flanagan and most of all, the Baker-Polito Administration.”

The Townsend Hill Wildlife Management Area contains diverse ecosystems, including forests and swamps for both
animal and plant species to thrive. Deer, black bear, moose, bobcat and several turtle species are known to inhabit the
area. To learn more about Massachusetts Wildlife Management Areas, please see the MassWildlife Lands Viewer.

 

###

Follow EEA Secretary Beaton on Twitter:............ www.twitter.com/masseea

View downloadable photographs on Flickr:............ www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/

Visit the Energy Smarts blog:................................. www.mass.gov/blog/energy

Visit The Great Outdoors blog:….……………………….. www.mass.gov/blog/environment

Visit our website:..................................................... www.mass.gov/eea
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