
BOSTON – Wednesday, August 17, 2016 – Today, the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and
Recreation (DCR) received 150 red oak trees from Ropes & Gray LLC to commemorate the law firm’s 150th
anniversary. A volunteer-led public planting ceremony, in conjunction with the Emerald Necklace Conservancy, was held
at Shattuck Emerald Necklace Visitor Center and throughout sections of the Emerald Necklace in the City of Boston as
part of the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s Tree Inventory, Conditions Assessment and Management Plan to address
the shrinking and aging tree canopy in Boston and the Emerald Necklace.

“The Baker-Polito Administration is proud to partner with Ropes & Gray and the Emerald Necklace Conservancy as we
continue to ensure a healthy tree canopy within the heart of Boston,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs
Secretary Matthew Beaton. “Enhancing our state’s natural resources is a core mission of this Administration’s, and
the planting of these trees serves as a great example of that commitment.”

“Public-private partnerships are a vital component of the Department of Conservation and Recreation’s efforts to
revitalize all of the Commonwealth’s natural, cultural, and recreational resources, and the planting of 150 trees along the
Emerald Necklace Parks System demonstrates the affinity that our civic and corporate friends have for the state parks
system,”said DCR Commissioner Leo Roy.

The Tree Inventory, Conditions Assessment and Management Plan was initiated in 2013 to address the shrinking and
aging tree canopy in Boston, including the Emerald Necklace, in order to protect and enhance the invaluable resource
for future generations. The study, which was funded by the Emerald Necklace Conservancy, involved an inventory,
assessment, and development of a master plan for the urban forest of the Emerald Necklace. The plan was finalized in
2014 and lays out a range of recommendations for improvements from tree planting and pruning efforts to soil
amendments, and invasive species removal.

“Ropes & Gray’s investment in the Boston community through our partnership with the Emerald Necklace Conservancy
is representative of our dedication to our clients in Boston and New England, and to our community as a whole,” said
Ropes & Gray Boston office co-managing partner Newcomb Stillwell.

“Our objective is to make a lasting contribution to the greater Boston community that will benefit both current and future
generations,” said Ropes & Gray partner Diane Patrick.  “It’s our way of thanking the city for helping us to grow
and thrive along with it, and the Emerald Necklace Conservancy is a tremendous organization and partner.”

“We are delighted to honor and thank the co-managing partners of Ropes & Gray for their generosity and gift of 150
trees to the Emerald Necklace,” said Karen Mauney-Brodek, president of the Emerald Necklace
Conservancy.

In 2015, Ropes & Gray donated 150 red oak trees to be planted along the Emerald Necklace Conservancy’s parkways.
In collaboration with the DCR, tree planting commenced in April 2016 along the Riverway, Jamaicaway, and Arborway.
Previously in 2015, the DCR and the Emerald Necklace Conservancy completed a landscape remediation project along
the Fenway, consisting of soil remediation, and tree and shrub plantings to rehabilitate an area near the Shattuck Visitor
Center that had been badly decompacted and worn away from pedestrian traffic and erosion. Additionally, 15 Little-leaf
Linden trees (Tilla cordata) were planted along Park Drive, and approximately 110 trees were pruned along Jamaicaway.
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District in a sustainable, eco-friendly way. The Emerald Necklace is an invaluable asset for Boston residents--for play,
peace, exercise, community, and commuting--and public-private partnerships like this help maintain the park as a state
treasure,” said State Senator Sonia Chang Diaz (D-Boston).

"It's encouraging to see partners from the community working together to keep the Emerald Necklace a beautiful
place,”said State Representative Jeffrey Sanchez (D-Jamaica Plain). “We are lucky to have such an
extraordinary resource and look forward to more collaboration with DCR along our parks and parkways."

The Emerald Necklace consists of a 1,110-acre chain of parks linked by parkways and waterways in Boston and
Brookline, and is named for its design which appears to hang from the neck of the Boston peninsula. The linear system
of parks was designed by Frederick Law Olmsted to connect Boston Common, dating from the colonial period, and
Public Garden (1837) to Franklin Park, known as the "great country park." The Emerald Necklace park system is co-
managed by the DCR, the City of Boston, the Town of Brookline, and Harvard University.

                       

###

The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), an agency of the Executive Office of Energy
and Environmental Affairs, oversees 450,000 acres of parks and forests, beaches, bike trails, watersheds, dams, and
parkways. Led by Commissioner Leo Roy, the agency’s mission is to protect, promote, and enhance our common wealth
of natural, cultural, and recreational resources. To learn more about DCR, our facilities, and our programs, please
visitwww.mass.gov/dcr. Contact us at mass.parks@state.ma.us.

Follow DCR on Twitter............................................... www.twitter.com/MassDCR

Follow DCR on Instagram.......................................... www.instagram.com/MassDCR

View videos on YouTube........................................... www.youtube.com/MassEEA

View downloadable photographs on Flickr                   www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/

Visit the Energy Smarts blog..................................... www.mass.gov/blog/energy

Visit The Great Outdoors blog.................................... www.mass.gov/blog/environment

Visit our website........................................................ www.mass.gov/dcr
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