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This newsletter is published by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and will
provide Massachusetts educators with information, advice, and support to teach the Massachusetts learning standards

to students with significant disabilities, and to conduct the MCAS Alternate Assessment. 

"Children are like wet cement; whatever falls on them makes an impression." 
--Haim Ginott

Welcome Back
Fall Educator Training Sessions
Fall Publications
Reminder: Apply to Become an MCAS-Alt Training Specialist
Administrators' Corner

September is an exciting time of year with high expectations and busy days. If you teach students
who will take the MCAS-Alt this year, we strongly encourage you to attend a training session this
fall. See the table below for a session near you and mark it on your calendar. We wish you a
successful school year.

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt


Anyone completing a portfolio will benefit from attending a training session. See the registration
flyers faxed to schools and central offices. The registration flyer is also available on our website. 

Register to attend one of the following MCAS-Alt educator and/or administrator training sessions. 

Educator training sessions will accommodate teachers who are new to the MCAS-Alt, as well as
sessions for returning teachers. All sessions for educators begin at 8:30 a.m. 

Week One
Monday, September 26 Marriott, Peabody
Tuesday, September 27 Log Cabin, Holyoke
Wednesday, September 28 Best Western, Marlborough
Thursday, September 29 Holiday Inn, Taunton

Week Two
Tuesday, October 4 Doubletree, Danvers
Wednesday, October 5 Lombardo's, Randolph
Thursday, October 6 Marriott, Springfield
Thursday, October 13 Holiday Inn, Taunton

Fall publications available on the MCAS-Alt website:
2017 Educator Manual for MCAS-Alt:

What's New and Notable for 2017?
Information on the ELA–Writing assessment, including revised scoring rubrics

NEW! 2017 Principal’s Manual for MCAS-Alt:
Monitoring and supporting teachers conducting the MCAS-Alt
Important dates

Fall 2016 Resource Guides to the MA Curriculum Frameworks for Students with
Disabilities:

Updated entry points and access skills in all content areas
To be used as the basis for developing measurable outcomes for students taking the
2017 MCAS-Alt

MCAS-Alt Online Forms and Graphs
The MCAS-Alt Online Forms and Graphs program will be available mid-September.
This password-protected application allows teachers to complete, save, and print
required forms for the MCAS-Alt portfolio. You will need to register for a new account
for the current school year. For technical support, call (866) 834-8880.

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/resources.html
http://www.mcasservicecenter.com/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/resources.html
https://profile.measuredprogress.org/MCAS-Alt/login.aspx


Are you a teacher who has submitted high-quality MCAS-Alt portfolios for at least the past two
years and would be willing to assist other teachers? 

If so, you may be a candidate to assume a higher-profile role as an MCAS-Alt training specialist in
the 2016-2017 school year. As a training specialist, you'll be an MCAS-Alt resource person in your
school and district, and assist other teachers during the Department-sponsored Portfolios-in-
Progress review sessions in January and March. The application is available
through September 6 at 5:00 p.m. Applicants will be notified by September 9 if you have
been accepted. We will consider your application carefully, although we can take only a limited
number of training specialists, based on qualifications, region of the state, and grade-level. 

Please Note: Applicants currently employed in a district will require an administrator
to approvetheir application upon submission. If you already applied this past June or July, you
do not need to reapply.

NEW PUBLICATION AVAILABLE: The 2017 Principal’s Manual for MCAS-Alt 
This is intended to support administrators who oversee the submission of MCAS-Alt portfolios.
The manual highlights critical dates, activities and oversight procedures that need to be
accomplished this school year for MCAS-Alt. 

Please Consider Attending an Information Session for Administrators This Fall 
The Department will conduct awareness sessions for administrators this October on a number of
topics concerning the statewide assessment of students with disabilities. Topics will include:

New accessibility and accommodations policies for the spring 2017 MCAS;
Decision-making on which students should take the MCAS-Alt;
Meeting the state’s graduation requirements through the MCAS-Alt; and
Some of the new features of the federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) replacing No
Child Left Behind in the 2017-2018 school year, concerning the assessment of students with
disabilities.

Sessions occur in the afternoon on following dates. Registration information will be available in
early fall. 

Information Sessions for Administrators on 
Statewide Assessment of Students with

Disabilities 
(1:30–3:00 p.m.)

10/4 Doubletree, Danvers
*10/5 Lombardo's, Randolph

http://www.mcas-alt.org/TS/Apply/Invite.pdf
http://mcas-alt.org/TS/Apply
http://www.mcasservicecenter.com/


*10/6 Marriott, Springfield
10/13 Holiday Inn, Taunton
* Change of date from June newsletter. 

MCAS-Alt Training Specialist Application Process 
If a teacher in your school routinely submits high-quality MCAS-Alt portfolios, please consider
encouraging that teacher to become a training specialist for the 2016–2017 school year. These
teachers will receive specific training from the Department on assisting other teachers in their
district to submit high-quality portfolios, and will work with the Department throughout the year. 

Teachers must have a minimum of two years MCAS-Alt experience and approval from their
administrator to become a training specialist and must submit an application by September 6. We
will notify you when a teacher from your school has applied. 

We'd love to hear from you. 
Please let us know if there is a topic you’d like 
us to address in a future MCAS-Alt newsletter.

Was this email forwarded to you? 
Get on our mailing list. Click here to 

sign up for the MCAS-Alt News.

Published during the school year by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt 
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