




















































































































































 

 
Serving Twenty-Two Communities 

Arlington    Belmont    Burlington    Cambridge    Charlestown    Chelsea    East Boston    Everett    Lexington    Malden    Medford 
Melrose    Reading    Revere    Somerville    Stoneham    Wakefield    Watertown    Wilmington    Winchester    Winthrop    Woburn 

 
20 Academy Street, Suite 306  ·  Arlington, MA  ·  02476-6401  ·  (781) 316-3438  ·  www.MysticRiver.org 

March 24, 2014 

 

Steven Crosby, Chair 

Massachusetts Gaming Commission 

84 State Street, 10th Floor 

Boston, MA  02109 

Dear Mr. Crosby, 

The Mystic River Watershed Association (MyRWA) appreciates this opportunity to comment at the 

Public Input Meeting for Mohegan Sun Massachusetts, a destination resort casino proposed at 

the Suffolk Downs racecourse in Revere, Massachusetts.  

The Mystic River Watershed Association is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization founded in 1972 by 

a group of concerned citizens. The Mystic River Watershed Association's mission is to protect and 

restore clean water and related natural resources within the basin's 22 communities and to 

promote responsible stewardship of Mystic River natural resources through educational initiatives 

and science-based advocacy.  

As an environmental organization, we are particularly attuned to how proposed projects will 

impact existing environmental conditions within the highly urbanized areas of Mystic River 

communities. 

The Mystic River Watershed Association has been actively engaged in evaluating the prospective 

environmental impacts of both of the resort casinos proposed to be built in the Mystic River 

Watershed.  

While we greatly respect that there are many other issues about which Mystic River communities 

will be concerned, throughout this process the Association has maintained steady focus upon 

environmental issues associated with casino development. Broadly, these issues include impacts 

on water quality, wildlife and aquatic habitat, wetlands impact and protection, wastewater and 

stormwater management, and water conservation. 

On September 25, 2013 the Mystic River Watershed Association and the US EPA Mystic River 

Steering Committee hosted a special presentation on the environmental impacts of both proposed 

Mystic River casinos. Over 80 people attended this public meeting and had the opportunity to ask 

questions of each proponent. Attendees agreed with the Mystic River Watershed Association that 
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casino proponents have a unique opportunity to provide leadership in efforts to protect the Mystic 

River and restore this important natural resource.  

The Mystic River Watershed Association would like to request that the Massachusetts Gaming 

Commission give strong consideration in its decision making to initiatives that provide for 

protection and restoration of the local environment.  Such initiatives that are included in the resort 

casino development proposals and gaming license applications will become an important 

component of the benefits that result from Casino development in Massachusetts.  

We urge the commission to study and evaluate carefully the Expanded Environmental Notification 

Forms, the Draft and Final Environmental Impact Reports and the Secretary of Energy and 

Environmental Affairs Certificates, as these documents ought to provide a clear and unambiguous 

picture of the proponent’s treatment of and contribution to improving and enhancing the Mystic 

River Watershed. Restoration and preservation of local natural resources in the Mystic River 

Watershed will provide important benefit to all residents of the host and surrounding 

communities.  

Given its extraordinary scale and scope, the Resort Casino project proposed by Mohegan Sun 

Massachusetts at Suffolk Downs represents an extraordinary opportunity for proponents to 

provide important leadership and support for the transformation of this hardworking urban river 

system.  

To support this interest, the Mystic River Watershed Association has met with representatives of 

Mohegan Sun Massachusetts and its consulting team to outline specific ways that additional 

protection and restoration of the local natural environment can be incorporated into the 

development process and we are pleased that Mohegan Sun Massachusetts has been responsive 

to these recommendations.  

In addition we have outlined a number of concerns in letters to the Secretary of the Executive 

Office of Environmental and Energy Affairs.  

 

We have noted that the project site includes portions of Sales Creek and abuts Belle Isle Marsh, 

part of the Rumney Marshes Area of Critical Environmental Concern. The Rumney Marshes Area of 

Critical Environmental Concern encompasses over 1,000 acres of highly productive salt marsh, 

salt meadow, tidal flats, and shallow subtidal channels. This Area of Critical Environmental 

Concern is extremely valuable to our region for the habitat, climate resilience and other 

environmental services it provides. The Association seeks to ensure that any potential impacts on 

this critical environmental resource be closely scrutinized and mitigated.  
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We have also recommended that:  

• Best Management Practices be used to remove nutrient loads and other urban pollutants 

from stormwater discharges 

• Additional setbacks and improved treatment of Sales Creek be undertaken  

• The proponent develops a lower Mystic River watershed inventory that delineates all 

opportunities for potential ecological restoration. Such an inventory will help provide a 

much needed foundation through which to prioritize prospective habitat and ecological 

restoration projects in the area 

 

The Mystic River Watershed Association plans to monitor and remain in contact with the 

proponent and relevant authorities during the preparation of the Notices of Intent and all other 

State and local permit applications to be filed under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 

and other State and local ordinances. We are encouraged by efforts to date and the stated 

commitment of the Mohegan Sun Massachusetts development team to setting high standards of 

excellence with regard to site design and environmental protection. We look forward to the 

opportunity to review in greater detail plans for the Resort Casino and the ways that proponents 

will support restoration of the local natural environment through this significant project. 

It is important to our efforts and to efforts of all local and regional environmental advocates that 

the Gaming Commission makes a clear statement that protection and restoration of the local 

natural environment is a high priority of the commission and a component of the license provided.  

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this important issue. If you have any questions or 

require additional information please contact me at (781) 316-3438 or at EK@mysticriver.org. 

 

Best regards,  

 

 

EkOngKar Singh Khalsa, Executive Director 

 

 























To the Gaming Commission: 
 
My name is Leslie Gould and I am the President/CEO of the Lynn Area Chamber of Commerce representing  
over 400 businesses in the communities of Lynn, Lynnfield, Nahant and Swampscott. 

On behalf of the Lynn Area Chamber of Commerce, job creation and economic vitality are always a central 
focus. 

Our role as a Chamber is to not only fight for the economic health and vitality for our local business 
community, but identify our regional connections to see where we fit and how we can work together to create 
positive progress. 

Four years ago when the thought of a casino coming to Suffolk Downs was just that – a thought – the Lynn 
Area Chamber of Commerce immediately connected with Chip Tuttle and his team to discuss how the LACC 
and the City of Lynn can help foster this endeavor. 

The LACC unequivocally understood that if a Casino came to fruition---- Lynn, an older industrial City -- would 
benefit in a multitude of ways.  

First and foremost, job creation.  A green light for Mohegan Sun Massachusetts  
means job security for the 800+ jobs that currently exist at Suffolk Downs.  
Also, a green light for Mohegan Sun to build on the Revere property means the potential of 2,500 
constructions job and 4,000 permanent jobs.  These figures simply cannot be ignored. 

A red light for Mohegan Sun will sadly mean the end of an era and the inevitable loss of those 800+ jobs at 
Suffolk Downs thereby creating a wasteland of lost opportunity and acreage that could remain vacant for 
decades.   

President Ronald Reagan once said – “Recession is when a neighbor loses his job. Depression is when you lose 
yours.” 

After the past seven years of recession, this cannot be on our conscious. 

And to that point, while the residents of Revere may get first priority for employment, the LACC is confident 
that area residents will also enjoy employment opportunities by virtue of Revere’s Host Community 
Agreement requiring that 75% of all jobs are filled by residents living within a 15 mile radius of the facility.  In 
addition, our local business owners will benefit under a similar provision calling for $50 million dollars spent 
annually on goods and services on businesses within this same 15 miles radius, and by participating in 
Mohegan Sun’s  points program allowing guests to use their player’s card in local establishments where they 
will revive discount and redemption opportunities helping to keep our Main Street businesses strong.  

Second, we believe the domino effect from the millions of dollars promised to Revere for economic 
development and investment can only help Lynn.   As Revere continues to focus on their revitalization plans, 
and bringing more tourists and business to the area, there is no doubt that Lynn and our neighbors on the 
north shore will also benefit by the creation of new development opportunities as well.  

As an example, immediately adjacent to the Lynnway thoroughfare are 300 acres of developable waterfront 
property.  This property is just a couple of miles from the proposed casino site at Suffolk Downs.  The LACC 
truly believes that this rising tide will raise all boats and in this case, create an opportunity for this property to 
be developed, thereby bringing even more jobs and business opportunities to and for the residents to Lynn. 

Lastly, Mohegan Sun has always made it clear that they want to be an addition to our business community- 
not a competitor.  This has become apparent by our discussions centering around their outward facing 
strategy.  Mohegan Sun recognizes Lynn’s commitment to local area theatre and concert venues, and has 



promised to help foster these initiatives; yet another example of their desire to become part of bigger plan to 
lift all local economies. 

One example of the City of Lynn’s dedicated laser-sharp focus on rejuvenating our downtown and jump-
starting economic growth in the City was the re-grand opening of the Lynn Auditorium in 2006. 

After and extensive makeover, The beautiful Lynn Auditorium reopened and kicked off with Keith Lockhart 
and the Boston Pops.  Since then, this 2,100 seat venue has hosted Peter, Paul and Mary, Foreigner, Bill Cosby, 
Pat Benatar, Julio Iglesias, Foreigner, Kansas,  The Vienna Boys Choir, Howie Mandell  and Alex Cooper to 
name a few.  

Restaurants throughout our downtown have seen a significant increase in business every time a concert is 
held there, and is evident as new restaurants continue to open because of this increase in traffic, and as Lynn’s 
plan to upgrade downtown parking lots get underway. 

Mohegan Sun Massachusetts has time and again expressed their commitment to be part of the renaissance of 
our region’s “Main Street’s” local and fragile economy.  

Officials clearly understand that it would behoove them to be a partner in a region that has  a long-standing 
reputation for national and international tourist appeal - instead of creating its own” satellite destination 
state”. 

Third, with many colleges and universities a stone’s throw from the proposed site, educational institutions 
like North Shore Community College, Salem State University and Marian Court College will directly benefit 
with enhanced student programming.    Mohegan Sun has positively discussed the notion of creating an on-
site teaching tool in a multitude of professions for our future workforce. 

In closing, Mohegan Sun Massachusetts will be the first economic development initiative to truly bridge 
Boston with the North Shore.  A casino at the Suffolk Downs site will give even more reason to explore the 
North Shore which is rich in history and culture thus creating a true gateway to the North Shore. 

It cannot be overstated……….from the beginning, Mohegan Sun has been consistently proactive in partnering 
with Chambers of Commerce locally and throughout the region. 

Mohegan Sun officials clearly understand that in one way or another, our Chamber members will be directly 
impacted by this pivotal decision.  They understand that Chambers are the hub and the voice for business and 
that a Chamber’s mission is to advocate for their members.  They have proven they want to work with, not 
against “Main Street”. 

We applaud their efforts for partnering and procuring our support.   We truly believe Mohegan Sun officials 
are sincere in their outreach and are committed to an on-going partnership geared toward unlimited 
opportunities and initiatives for our local businesses, which will undoubtedly evolve from this one very 
important moment in Boston’s North Shore’s business history. 

Positive progress! 

I thank you for your time and consideration. 
















































































