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From: Jim Putnam [mailto:jim-putnam@comcast.net]  

Sent: Thursday, May 01, 2014 6:18 PM 
To: MGCcomments (MGC) 

Subject: Public Comment Regarding Proposed Springfield Casino: The Big E as Live Entertainment Venue 

 
James N. Putnam II 
5 Rising Corner Road, 
Southwick, MA  01077 
 
To the Members of the Massachusetts Gaming Commission: 
 
I write in regards to your determination of the Big E of West Springfield, Massachusetts as not being an Impacted Live 
Entertainment Venue as a consequence of the proposed development of the MGM Casino in downtown Springfield 
located just a mile away from the main gate of the Big E.  I write from a variety of vantage points including working for 
the largest lender to agriculture in the New England states; strong supporter of the Big E’s Future Farmers of America 
and 4-H programs; local resident; and recently appointed Trustee of the Big E. 
 
It is my understanding that the Commission has determined that the Big E is not an Impacted Live Entertainment Venue, 
and I strongly request that you revisit and overturn that decision.   
 
As part of my job responsibilities, I frequently attend farm and related industry meetings around the Northeast.  Since 
the late 1970s in New Jersey, virtually all state-wide meetings have been  held in one of the Atlantic City casinos.  The 
casinos provide very attractive rates and amenities to meeting organizers and are of course a popular meeting venue for 
many potential participants.  When Connecticut saw the advent of the Native American owned casinos in the 1980s, the 
same phenomenon occurred there.  When the proposed MGM casino is operating in downtown Springfield, I have no 
doubt that the Big E is going to lose a significant amount of its annual event hosting revenues and attendee traffic to this 
new competitor.  As with any organization that incurs substantial fixed costs in buildings, parking and grounds, this will 
be a substantial hit on the Big E’s bottom line and future financial viability. 
 
New England Agriculture.  Far less than 1 of every 100 New Englanders is a farmer today.  Agriculture faces a 
tremendous challenge in telling its story to the general public, most of whom are now two or more generations from 
having grown up on a farm.  Ironically, the desire of the nonfarm public to gain a better understanding of where their 
food and fiber come from is at an all-time high.  As the 5th largest state fair in the nation, the Big E is the prime annual 
event in New England to showcase our farming industry.  The Big E was started nearly 100 years ago with a strong 
mission of telling the story of New England farming. Even as times have changed and fair-goers’ entertainment desires 
have evolved, the Big E has retained a strong mission to showcase New England agriculture through a diverse program 
of events during the actual fair as well as a number of events held on the ground at other times of the year.  This farm 
programming is not the most remunerative thing the fair does – indeed much of it is a pure cost.  However, it is the right 
thing to do for our farming industry, for fair-goers and for our New England heritage.  I am a realist, and I fear that as the 
casino depresses the Big E’s revenue stream, this is going to cause the Big E to have to make difficult choices in terms of 
cost-cutting and that agricultural programming would be vulnerable in that situation. 
 
Youth and Young Farmers.  As a youth, I participated in a number of 4-H events sponsored by the Big E.  Since 1996, I 
have participated as a judge and the sponsor-host of the Future Farmers of America (FFA) Eastern Star Farmer Program 
held during the Big E.  The program brings together approximately 60 state finalists from the FFA in four categories from 
10 eastern states to compete to be the Eastern Region Star in their respective categories.  I look forward to interacting 
with these outstanding young people each fall.  The Big E has a long time commitment to showcasing farm youth ranging 
from the FFA Stars program to many youth showing their prize livestock in the Mallory Arena.  Throughout the fair’s run, 
our future farmers dressed in 4-H green or FFA blue are very much on display.  As with agriculture in general, this is a 
cost, and not a money-maker to the Big E.   Will the MGM Casino have the same level of commitment to promoting 
careers and service in agriculture? 
 
Big E Trustee.  For the sake of full disclosure, I was proud to be asked and then elected as a Trustee of the Big E during 
2013.  While I did not really need another responsibility at this time in my life, I was compelled to accept because of my 
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strong commitment to the future of New England agriculture being aligned to the Big E’s strong continuing mission in 
that regard. 
 
Local Resident.  I am a life-long resident of the Town of Southwick and live approximately 7 miles from the west gate of 
the Big E.  I am very familiar with the politics, the emotion and the multiple interests that are seeking consideration by 
the Commission.  The proponents of casinos have spoken and the Commission now has the difficult task of balancing a 
wide variety of competing interests.  The Big E has been an integral part of our heritage and annual traditions here in 
Hampden County since its humble beginnings in 1916.  While few people outside the Connecticut Valley know where 
Southwick is, as soon as I say “near the Big E” they get it. 
 
In closing, I again ask the Commission to give full consideration to an even-handed “do no harm” approach to the Big E 
by finding it to be an Impacted Live Entertainment Venue.  Thanks for your consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 
James N. Putnam, II 
 
 




