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Introduction



Best for the Commonwealth
• $677.5 million investment

– Our proposal would be among the largest commercial developments in southeastern 
Massachusetts 

• $85 million license fee paid upon award of license

• $700 million of gaming tax revenue over the next 10 years (net of 
cannibalization)

• 1,800 permanent casino & resort jobs plus 2,000 construction jobs

• Will help to revitalize Brockton and southeastern Massachusetts
– School funding

– Infrastructure improvements

– Enhanced law enforcement

• Open Spring of 2019 or sooner

Note:  Figures are estimates



Neil Bluhm, Chairman
Rush Street Gaming

• Co-founder of JMB Realty and 
Walton Street Capital

• More than $50 billion in 
developments and acquisitions

• Philanthropist and community 
leader

• Founder of Rush Street Gaming
Faneuil Hall Boston

Copley Place Boston

Four Seasons Chicago



Market-Leading Gaming & 
Entertainment Resorts

• All gaming facilities are ground-up developments, delivered on time and on budget

• Approximately $3.0 billion of total capital invested

• More than 9,000 employees and $1.5 billion of annual gaming revenue

*

Pending regulatory approvals, Rivers Casino Schenectady is set to open in 2017. The job and capital figures referenced include this project.
Fallsview Casino was developed and is managed by Falls Management Company (FMC), of which Neil Bluhm and Greg Carlin are co-founders and board members.
Neil Bluhm is chairman of FMC. Fallsview Casino Resort’s revenue and job figures are reported on a consolidated basis with Casino Niagara, which FMC also manages.

**

*
**

Ontario Schenectady

Des Plaines
(Chicago) Pittsburgh

Philadelphia



Getting The Job Done
Case Study: Rivers Casino 
Pittsburgh, PA

– Original developer lost financing in 2008 causing construction to stop
– Rush Street Gaming rescued and completed project
– 1,700 high-quality jobs 
– Currently planning a hotel development

Case Study: SugarHouse Casino
Philadelphia, PA

– Two Philadelphia licenses awarded in late 2007; 
only SugarHouse built

– 1,200 high-quality jobs 
– Recent $164 million expansion expected 

to add 500 jobs

Bluhm Praised for 
Rescuing Casino Project

“In hindsight, we really look back now and see 
how important it was that Neil Bluhm and his 
team stepped forward because of the collapse of 
the financial markets around the world, 
particularly in the United States.” 

– Allegheny County Executive Dan Onorato



The Project



Location
• Easy access to Route 24 and regional highway system



Brockton Casino Resort

• Estimated $677.5 million casino 
resort development

• Approximately 92,000-square-foot 
gaming floor

– 2,100 slots

– 124 table games

• Expansive food & beverage options

• 250-room hotel with spa

• Approximately 26,000-square-foot 
multi-purpose space



Designed to Complement Surroundings



Designed to Complement Surroundings



Site Plan



Outstanding Amenities
• Food & Beverage

– Steakhouse 

– Marketplace

– Authentic noodle bar

– Italian

– Sports bar

– Entertainment lounge

– VIP lounge 

• Multi-purpose space
– Meetings & Conferences

– Exhibitions

– Fashion shows

– Weddings

– Entertainment

• Outdoor patio areas

Note: Specific cuisine and themes may change after further study of the customer demands.



Hotel & Resort
• Features

– 250-room hotel
– 3,250-square-foot restaurant
– Spa/fitness center
– Pool
– 10,000-square-foot courtyard
– Meeting spaces



• Agreed to pay $100,000 for Entertainment District master plan

• Catalyst to locate retail, restaurants and other venues (e.g. bowling alley & 
movie theatre) nearby

• Partner with Campanelli Stadium and The Shaw’s Center 

• Attract investment to restore adjacent Brockton Fairground Exhibit Hall

• Increased Tourism

• More jobs

Make Brockton a Destination



Brockton—Traffic Improvements

• More than $10 million in traffic improvements for Brockton



Importance of Public Transportation



Rush Street Gaming



Property Highlights

• Fallsview Casino Resort, Niagara Falls, Ontario (Opened June 2004)
– C$1 billion resort overlooking Niagara Falls
– Features CAA/AAA Four Diamond Awarded hotel, state-of-the-art theatre, shops 

and award-winning dining

• Rivers Casino & Resort, Schenectady, NY (Anticipated to open in 2017)
– Casino Resort featuring slots and table games, 150+ room hotel, banquet space, 

and expansive food and beverage amenities

• Rivers Casino, Pittsburgh, PA (Opened August 2009)
– Original developer lost financing in 2008, causing construction to stop
– Rush Street Gaming rescued and completed the project

• SugarHouse Casino, Philadelphia, PA (Opened September 2010)
– Two Philadelphia licenses awarded in late 2007; only SugarHouse was built
– $164 million expansion set to open next month

• Rivers Casino, Des Plaines, IL—next to O’Hare Airport (Opened July 2011)
– Most successful casino in Illinois, with more than two times the revenue of any other 

casino in the state
– Highest daily slot win per unit ($791) in North America*
– First casino in the world certified LEED Gold

* Per 2014 Illinois Gaming Board Annual Report



Award-Winning Properties

• Rivers Casino – Des Plaines, IL
– Best Casino for three years running (Chicago Reader)

– One of Chicago’s Top 20 Workplaces for three years running (Chicago Tribune)

• SugarHouse Casino – Philadelphia, PA
– Best Places to Work for five years running (Philadelphia Business Journal)

– One of Philadelphia’s Top Workplaces for four years running (Philadelphia 
Inquirer and Daily News)

• Rivers Casino – Pittsburgh, PA
– Best Overall Gaming Resort in Pennsylvania for five years running (Casino 

Player Magazine)

– One of Pittsburgh’s Best Places to Work in 2015 (Pittsburgh Business Times)

– One of Pittsburgh’s Top Workplaces in 2015 (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette)

• Fallsview Casino Resort – Ontario, Canada 
– Ontario’s Favorite Casino for seven consecutive years (Toronto Sun)

– CAA Four-Diamond Award — Fallsview Hotel, Ponte Vecchio & 21 Club 
(AAA/CAA Diamond Awards)

All Rush Street Gaming casinos have been voted 
a “Best Place to Work” by their team members.



A Significant Community Partner

• Rivers Casino – Pittsburgh, PA
– Recognition for Partnership, Mario Lemieux Foundation

– Community Champion Award, NorthSide/NorthShore Chamber of 
Commerce

– Visit Pittsburgh, Tourism Partner Award

• SugarHouse Casino – Philadelphia, PA
– Rising Star Award, Susan G. Komen for the Cure, Philadelphia Affiliate

– Police Athletic League PAL Award – Wendy Hamilton

– Business of the Year, Fishtown AOH Division 51

• Rivers Casino – Des Plaines, IL
– Outstanding Community Partners, Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

– One Vision Award, refugeeONE (for support of refugees)

– Working Together to Help Students Succeed, Des Plaines School 
District 62



Positive Ripple Effect – SugarHouse

La Colombe Coffee

“Over the last five to 10 years, Fishtown has exploded with bars, restaurants, 
amenities and new construction to accommodate an increasingly younger, 
artistic base of residents.”

The Fillmore Philadelphia

Philadelphia Distilling

2008 2015



• In 2010, the City’s total tax collected was 
$1,357,844 for 8 Hotels

• The Rivers Casino, Des Plaines opened in July 
2011 with 6 of the 8 within two miles

• In 2015, the City’s total tax collected has grown 
to $2,145,559 for the same 8 Hotels

Positive Ripple Effect – Des Plaines

Sources: Des Plaines City Manager



Team Member Commitment

• Training programs in place

• Average non-manager compensation including tips and benefits exceeds 
$50,000 annually

• Philosophy of promoting from within the organization and coaching 
employees to achieve their career goals

• Ongoing career development (certifications & seminars), education and 
wellness programs

• Health and dental benefits, 401(k) immediately vested, tuition 
reimbursement

• All Rush Street Gaming Team Members receive training on the scope, 
practice and procedures of their Responsible Gaming Plan as part of 
new-hire orientation and annually as reinforcement training



Commitment to Diversity

Des Plaines

Philadelphia

Pittsburgh

VP and Up

Women
43%

41%

40%

45%

Minority
57%

53%

28%

35%
Source: Human Resources from each property. Current as of October 22, 2015.



Committed to Quality Jobs for the Unemployed

• 35% of SugarHouse workforce was 
unemployed prior to casino opening

• Strong ties to community job training organizations 
• Veterans Multi-Service Center
• The Cara Program
• CareerLink
• Life’sWork of Western PA
• Urban League of Philadelphia

• Partnerships with local community colleges
• Community College of Philadelphia
• Schenectady County Community College
• Oakton Community College



Identifying Great Candidates Locally

• Hiring from local community and pre-opening training

• Ongoing recruitment



Support Local Business
• Rush Rewards Plus: Partners with local businesses

– Restaurants

– Entertainment Venues

– Museums

– Car Rentals

– Sporting Events

• Locally sourced goods, ingredients and services

• Vendor fairs to create business connections

• Joint ventures between local businesses and national businesses' 
to meet demand needs

*Spending in State of Illinois     **Spending In host county

Sources: 2014 annual Economic Impact Statements provided to Illinois Gaming Board & 2015 Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board relicensing hearings

Des Plaines
$36.7 million*

$7.3 million

Philadelphia
$13.4 million**

$7.6 million

Pittsburgh
$21.4 million**

$5.9 million

Annual Local Spend

Local Business Enterprise

Minority & Women  Business 
Enterprise



Economics
Without Tribal Casino



Supply & Demand Imbalance
• Brockton has more adults per position than most of the major 

markets in the United States

Sources: US Census Bureau, Casino City’s GamingDirectory.com, Illinois gaming board monthly reports and Statistics Canada; 2011 Census of Population.
Note: Brockton market assumes the following casinos: MG&E/Brockton, Wynn/Everett, Penn/Plainridge, Twin River and Newport Grand.
Population and positions are measured by 60-mile radius. In Chicago, positions  include the VLTs in taverns.



Location

Note: Mileage is by car using Google Maps preferred routes



Plainridge - No Impact on Twin River
• Since the opening of the Plainridge Park Casino, Twin River in Rhode 

Island has seen minimal cannibalization

• A casino resort in Brockton is the destination that the Commonwealth 
needs

Sources: Rhode Island Lottery

0.0

10.0

20.0

30.0

40.0

50.0

60.0

July August September October November December

M
ill
io
ns

Twin River Casino YoY Gaming Revenues
2014 2015



Impact on the Commonwealth
• Gaming Tax Revenue

– Net of cannibalization, the Commonwealth is projected to collect an 
additional $71 million (+19.1%) annually

• Attract guests from out of state to contribute tax revenue to the 
Commonwealth

• Repatriate residents of the Commonwealth from driving to out-of-state 
competitors

– $85 million license fee

• Existing Massachusetts Casinos
– Cannibalization will be minimal and will not materially 

hinder the existing licensees

Source: The Innovation Group



Annual Gaming Revenue Increase

• Overall annual Commonwealth gaming revenue increases by 
$296 million (+21.9%) with a casino in Brockton, MA

In Millions

Source: The Innovation Group
After impact of cannibalization



• Commonwealth collects an additional $71 million (+19.1%) with a casino in Brockton*

• One-time $85 million license fee 

Annual Gaming Tax Increase

In Millions

Source: The Innovation Group
After impact of cannibalization



Economics
With Tribal Casino



Supply & Demand Imbalance
• Brockton with a tribal casino in Taunton has more adults per 

position than most of the major markets in the United States

Sources: US Census Bureau, Casino City’s GamingDirectory.com, Illinois gaming board monthly reports and Statistics Canada; 2011 Census of Population.
Note: Brockton market assumes the following casinos: MG&E/Brockton, Wynn/Everett, Penn/Plainridge, Twin River and Newport Grand.
Population and positions are measured by 60-mile radius. In Chicago, positions  include the VLTs in taverns.



Location

Note: Mileage is by car using Google Maps preferred routes



Impact of a Casino in Brockton and 
Taunton to the Commonwealth

• Gaming Tax Revenue
– Always greater with a casino in Brockton

– Net of cannibalization, the Commonwealth is projected to collect an 
additional $40 million (+10.9%) annually

– While a tribe would not share revenue, MG&E pays a 25% gaming 
tax

– In addition to the annual taxes, MG&E pays an $85 million license 
fee; none paid by the tribe

• Existing Massachusetts Casinos
– Cannibalization impact will be minimal and will not materially 

hinder the existing licensees
Source: The Innovation Group
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Annual Gaming Revenue Increase
• Overall Commonwealth gaming revenue increases by $433 

million (+32%) with a casino in Brockton and Taunton. 

Source: The Innovation Group
After impact of cannibalization



Incremental Annual Gaming Taxes & Jobs

Source: The Innovation Group
After impact of cannibalization

• In all scenarios, the Commonwealth collects more annual gaming taxes with 
Brockton and receives an $85 million license fee with Brockton

1,800
jobs

~3,000
jobs ~1,500

jobs



• The Commonwealth earns more tax revenue with a 
commercial casino in Brockton, or with Brockton and 
Taunton, than Taunton alone, and receives nothing if no 
Region C

• The Brockton casino will be successful even if there is 
tribal casino in Taunton

• There is significant risk and cost to the Commonwealth if a 
license is not awarded to Brockton—it is highly likely that a 
casino in Taunton will be delayed many years and may 
ultimately never be allowed

Brockton—Best for the Commonwealth



Challenge to Land 
in Trust Decision



Challenge to Land in Trust Decision
• A group of residents of East Taunton, long opposed to the creation of 

an Indian reservation in their community, filed a lawsuit in federal court 
on February 4, 2016, seeking to overturn the decision of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior (“DOI”) to take land into trust for the benefit 
of the Mashpees

– We believe the DOI’s decision to take land into trust in Taunton for the benefit of 
the Mashpees will be overturned

– Litigation will last many years, and we believe it will not be possible to finance and 
build the casino in Taunton during that time, if ever

– The Commonwealth will collect more gaming tax revenue with our proposed 
Brockton casino resort (with or without a Taunton casino), and in fact, will collect 
the most gaming tax revenue with our proposed Brockton casino resort and without 
a Taunton casino



The Right City 
at the Right Time



Economic Benefits for Brockton
• $5 million of upfront payments

• Projected $12-13 million1 a year in revenue from the resort casino

• More than $10 million in traffic improvements on dangerous roads and 
intersections prone to vehicle and pedestrian accidents

• Expected improvement of bond rating will ease the City’s finances now and into 
the future 

• MG&E is the right partner for Brockton 
– 1,800 new, permanent, good-paying jobs is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for our city 

– 2,000 construction jobs 

– Thousands of additional “ripple effect” jobs

• Anchor and catalyst for new Entertainment District

• No other proposal can bring this level of opportunity for Brockton and its 
residents

• Completed agreements with all nine designated surrounding communities, with 
guaranteed upfront and annual payments

Assumes no tribal casino and based on sliding annual mitigation scale1



Transformative
Opportunity



Conclusion
• Awarding a license to Brockton will create urgently needed jobs, tax 

revenue and economic development that are desperately needed in 
Brockton, its surrounding communities and all of Region C

• Very likely that the development of a tribal casino in Taunton will be 
delayed many years and perhaps never allowed

• The Gaming Act and the tribal Compact each contemplated the possibility 
of two casinos in Region C

• Commonwealth earns more tax revenue with a commercial casino in 
Brockton, or with Brockton and Taunton, than Taunton alone

• With both Brockton and Taunton, jobs are almost doubled and economic 
development increases



Conclusion (continued)

• If you don’t award a license to Brockton, and the tribal casino never 
opens, the Commonwealth would lose $700 million over ten years, 
additional economic benefits, 1,800 direct permanent jobs and thousands 
of other indirect permanent jobs

• Not awarding a license to Brockton is a BIG gamble for the 
Commonwealth

• If you award a license to Brockton, the tribe can still have a casino and be 
successful because it would not share revenue with the Commonwealth, 
and the Brockton casino would be successful as well

• Not awarding a license to Brockton will permanently hurt Brockton, 
its surrounding communities and Region C

• Open Spring of 2019 or sooner
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If you are attending the Walton Street Capital investor meeting in Chicago on June 2-3, 2014, 
please join us immediately across the street for a Walton Street Capital limited partner briefing: 

 
 

 
Is labor harmony a possibility at 

Walton Street Capital investments? 
 
 
 
 

For the past few years, multiple Walton Street Capital-owned properties including the Rivers 
Casino in Pittsburgh, PA (Walton Street Real Estate Fund VI) and the Knickerbocker Hotel in 
New York City (Fund VI) have seen labor disputes that have created headline risk for Walton 

Street Capital and limited partners. 
 

A panel of employees from the Rivers Casino will discuss operations at the property, recent 
federal Unfair Labor Practice complaints, and their view of the prospect of labor harmony at 

that and other Walton Street Capital investments. 
 
 
 
 

7:30am-9am, Tuesday, June 3, 2014 
 

Gratz Center, Fourth Presbyterian Church 
 

121 E Delaware Place, immediately across the street 
from the Four Seasons Hotel entrance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coffee and light breakfast will be served 
 

To RSVP please contact Jim Baker at jbaker@unitehere.org or 312-933-0230. 
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On the final day of the Pennsylvania AFL-CIO Convention in

Pittsburgh on Thursday, AFL-CIO President Richard Trumka

led an inspiring roundtable discussion with four workers who

are fighting for union representation on the job.  Speaking to

the disconnect that all too often exists between workers’ legal

rights, and the experiences that workers have when trying to

form a union, President Trumka framed the discussion and

encouraged the panelists to share their personal stories.

Rebecca Taksel, Adjunct Professor at Point Park University;

Meredith Maloney, a Banquet Server at Rivers Casino; Fred Lapka, a Server at Rivers Casino; and Lou

Berry, a worker at UPMC; all shared their own experiences, being followed, intimidated, or threatened

because they are looking to exercise their right to have a voice on the job.

UPMC, the Commonwealth’s largest private employer, and the beneficiary of hundreds of millions of

dollars in tax exemptions each year, even broadcasts anti-union propaganda on computer monitors

throughout their hospital, in view of both employees and patients.

While the conditions that drive the strong organizing campaigns at these different workplaces are

unique, the common thread is the demand for respect on the job.

We would like to thank President Trumka for leading this unique event, and we would like to applaud

the bravery and determination of the workers who participated, and the thousands more who are

fighting every day all across Pennsylvania for dignity at work!

PCN-TV will be broadcasting many of the proceedings from this week’s convention, please refer to PCN’s

Broadcast Schedule to see the broadcast times.

Comments
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Did you like this article? Share it with your friends!
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AdoptedCity Council5/14/2013 1 Pass

WHEREAS , the Rivers Casino Workers are publicly standing up and demanding a fair process to form a union;
and

WHEREAS , the Rivers Casino was welcome to Pittsburgh on the promise that good quality jobs would be
provided to the community, and the best way to ensure good quality jobs is for the Rivers to have a fair process
through which to form a union; and

WHEREAS , workers at the Meadows Racetrack and Casino, at Presque Isle Downs and Casino in Erie, and at
Horseshoe Casino in Cleveland have improved their jobs by forming a union, and their employers have
honored their choices by agreeing to a free, fair and quick process whereby the union was recognized once the
majority of workers had signed union cards; and

WHEREAS , Rivers Workers demand a similar process for union approval, calling on the Rivers to refrain from
hiring anti-union consultants, to refrain from requiring workers to attend mandatory anti-union meetings, and to
refrain from using firings, suspensions and intimidation tactics to stall unionization; and

WHEREAS , Rivers Workers request the Rivers to agree in advance that it will respect the will of the majority
of its workers by recognizing the workers' union if 50% plus one sign union cards authorizing the union to
represent them; and,

WHEREAS , Pittsburgh's union history has proven that everyone benefits when workers have the right and the
power to improve their jobs;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED , that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh does hereby stand by the
Rivers workers until the Rivers Casino respects their demand for a free and fair process to form a union and
fulfills its promise of good jobs for our community.

City of Pittsburgh Printed on 7/8/2013Page 1 of 1
powered by Legistar™





Today Rivers Casino workers are publicly standing up and

demanding a fair process to form a union. We are proudly

standing with them.

We welcomed the Rivers Casino to Pittsburgh on the promise

of good quality jobs for our community. We are convinced the

best way to ensure these are good quality jobs is for Rivers

workers to have a fair process through which to form a union.

Workers at the Meadows Racetrack and Casino, at Presque

Isle Downs and Casino in Erie, and at Horseshoe Casino

Cleveland have improved their jobs by forming a union, and

their employers have honored their choices. These employers

agreed to a free, fair and quick process whereby the union was

recognized once the majority of workers had signed union

cards. Rivers workers want and deserve the same fair process. 

As leaders of this community, we therefore call on Rivers to:

1. Refrain from hiring anti-union consultants, requiring workers

to attend mandatory anti-union meetings, and using firings,

suspensions and intimidation as tactics to stall unionization,

and

2. Agree in advance that it will respect the will of the majority of

its workers by recognizing the workers’ union if 50% plus one

sign union cards authorizing a union to represent them.

Pittsburgh’s union history has proven that we all benefit

when workers have the right and the power to improve their

jobs. For these reasons, we will continue to stand with Rivers

workers until the Rivers Casino respects their demand for a free

and fair process to form a union and fulfills its promise of good

jobs for our community.

We Stand With Workers at Rivers Casino

Bill Bartlett
ACTION United Western PA Regional Council

Wayne   D. Fontana
State Senate, 42nd District

Lisa Frank
Coordinator, One Pittsburgh

Dan B. Frankel
State House of Representatives, 23rd District

Ed Gainey
State House of Representatives, 24th District

Helen Gerhardt
Pittsburghers for Public Transit

Dan Gilman
Candidate for Pittsburgh City Council, District 8

Darlene M. Harris
President, Pittsburgh City Council, District 1

William C. Kortz
State House of Representatives, 38th District

Nick Kotik
State House of Representatives, 45th District

Bruce A.Kraus
Pittsburgh City Council, District 3

R. Daniel Lavelle
Pittsburgh City Council, District 6

Antonio Lodico
Co-Director, Mon Valley Unemployed Committee

Joseph F. Markosek
State House of Representatives, 25th District

Ricky Burgess
Pittsburgh City Council District 9

Theresa Smith
Pittsburgh City Council, District 6

Jake Wheatley Jr.
State House of Representatives, 19th District

Jesse White
State House of Representatives, 46th District

Robert Matzie
State House of Representatives,16th District

Dr. Charles J. McCollester
President, Battle of Homestead Foundation 

Erin C. Molchany
State House of Representatives, 22nd District

Corey O'Connor
Pittsburgh City Council, District 5

Barney Oursler
Executive Director, Pittsburgh United

William Peduto
Pittsburgh City Council, District 8

Adam Ravenstahl
State House of Representatives, 20th District

Luke Ravenstahl
Mayor of Pittsburgh

Harry Readshaw
State House of Representatives, 36th District

Natalia Rudiak
Pittsburgh City Council, District 4

Jack Shea, President
Allegheny County Labor Council

Matthew Smith
State Senate District 37

Richard Stanizzo
Business Manager, Pittsburgh Building Trades Council

Jim Brewster
State Senate, 45th District

Jeanne Clark
Candidate for Pittsburgh City Council, District 8

Dom Costa
State House of Representatives, 21st District

Jay Costa
State Senate, 43rd District

Paul Costa
State House of Representatives, 34th District

Dan Deasy
State House of Representatives, 27th District

John DeFazio
Allegheny County Council at Large, USW District 10 Director

Anthony DeLuca
State House of Representatives, 32nd District

Frank Dermody
State House of Representatives, 33rd District

Patrick Dowd
Pittsburgh City Council, District 7

Mike Doyle
U.S. House of Representatives PA-District 14

Jim Ferlo
State Senate, 38th District

Pittsburgh United
Action United

Clean Water Action
Group Against Smog and Pollution (GASP)

Hill District Consensus Group
Iron Workers Local 3

Mon Valley Unemployed Committee
Pennsylvania Interfaith Impact Network (PIIN)

Pittsburgh Branch NAACP
SEIU 32BJ

Sierra Club
UFCW Local 23

UNITE HERE Local 57 • Teamsters Local 211 •  Operating Engineers Local 95 •  United Steelworkers



































































































































































































































































The Future of Brockton 

Stand UP for Brockton 
http://www.nocasinoinregionc.info 

 

http://www.nocasinoinregionc.info/


Is a Casino the Answer? 



The May 12th Results 
• The vote on May 12, 2015 was close. 
• A 148 vote margin for the Yes vote reveals a 

great divide in the city, not an overwhelming 
victory, certainly not a concensus. 

• $1,600,000 vs $3,627 
 
 



How Much is $10 Million? 

• The promised $10 million dollars is a lot of 
money for most of us. But to the City of 
Brockton it is just enough to cover 10 days of 
the current operating expenses. 

• The reality is that it will not provide any relief 
to the current budget as every cent of it will 
be spent on policing and other issues in the 
immediate neighborhood of the proposed 
casino. 



Show Me the Money 

• • 80% as a PILOT (Payment In Lieu of Taxes) for 
all Real and Personal Property Taxes – Reality, 
this means no real property taxes on the 
casino and no excise taxes on their vehicles. 
Brockton receives nothing for a room tax, the 
Commonwealth gets 5.7%.  

• • 15% as a Community Impact Fee 
• • 5% as a contribution to the Brockton 

Community Foundation 



Infrastructure Problems 

• The City of Brockton is currently under State 
order to get a new reliable water supply. 

• Adding an enterprise the size of the proposed 
casino will further tax the water system of 
Brockton. Projected demand of water is 120,000 
GPD, generating 110,000 GPD of wastewater. 

• A  real current problem is Burkeside Ave, the 
northern most street in Brockton has low water 
pressure. It could be reduced to a trickle with a 
casino in the middle of town. 



Taunton River Desalination Plant - 
Technical and Financial Review 

Summary 

• Not ready to solve Brockton’s water crisis 
• Major repairs and upgrades required 
• Not cost effective 
• Brockton still has a water infrastructure 

problem and needs millions to repair and 
replace the existing water pipes. 
 



Addiction Crisis 

• The best quote I heard 
on this was by Peter 
Kadzis on the WGBH 
radio, who said 'we 
would never negotiate 
with a heroin provider 
how much addiction he 
can bring into a 
community, why we 
would negotiate the 
same with a casino?’ 



Basic Math 

• The Mass Gaming Law allows for three  
Category 1 casinos in MA. 

• Everett, Springfield and Taunton 
– The Mashpee tribe has met the two conditions set 

forth in the 2013 Indian Accord 
– They already  have the third casino in MA 
– Regardless of lawsuits they can build “at risk” 

• The law says “Three” not “Four”. Brockton is 
not eligible for a casino 



Just the Facts Please 



A Failed Government Policy 

• Government sponsored gambling is dishonest, 
financially damaging to citizens and is a major 
contributor to the unfairness and inequality in 
American life. It’s a policy experiment that has 
failed.  



It has failed because it has proven 
itself to be blatantly dishonest 

• The dishonesty starts with the forms of 
gambling that government sponsors and 
promotes to the public. These games, 
especially electronic gambling machines, are 
designed mathematically so users are certain 
to lose their money the longer they play. At 
the same time, the machines are literally 
designed so citizens cannot stop using them, 
exploiting aspects of human psychology and 
inducing irrational and irresponsible behavior. 



Gambling Has Failed to Deliver 

• Another part of the dishonesty of this public 
policy is it hasn’t delivered on what the predatory 
gambling promoters promised. It hasn’t improved 
the financial condition of states….it’s worsened it. 
It hasn’t helped the economy, locally or 
nationally…it’s been drag on it. It hasn’t 
expanded the middle class…it’s shrunk the middle 
class. It was supposed to be harmless for 
citizens…it definitely hasn’t been harmless, 
evidenced by the millions of Americans who have 
suffered because of it.  



It has failed because it’s financially 
damaging to citizens, increasing the 

divide between the powerful few and 
everyone else 

• As predatory gambling has spread 
into economically-distressed 

communities, first with lotteries 
then with casinos, the evidence 

shows it has lured far more 
citizens from the lower rungs of 

the income ladder. 



Targets on Their Wallets 
• Low-income workers, retirees, minorities, and the disabled 

comprise a disproportionately large share of lottery and regional 
casino users. By targeting the least advantaged, government-
sponsored gambling adds to the increasingly separate and unequal 
life patterns in education, marriage, work, and play that now are 
dividing America into haves and have-nots. 

• Instead of expanding the middle class, it has driven citizens deeper 
into America’s debt culture. Predatory gambling has created a 
Lottery Class in America. While most of us save and invest money in 
retirement accounts and college funds for our kids, government is 
turning hundreds of thousands of people who are small earners 
with the potential to be small savers into a new class of habitual 
bettors – the Lottery Class. 



Lies That Have Been Told 

Or a Real Solution to the Issues Facing Brockton 



Lie: “Commercial Gambling Creates 
Jobs” 

• No great nation or state has ever built prosperity on the 
foundations of personal debt, addiction, and the steady expansion 
of businesses that milk existing wealth instead of producing new 
wealth. Relying on gambling as an economic development strategy 
exemplifies the attitudes and practices– short-term is more 
important than sustainable, wealth can come from ever-growing 
debt, something can come from nothing –that led us to where we 
are now. 

• The infamous subprime mortgage lender Countrywide Mortgage 
employed a lot of people and made a lot of money but they did it 
by selling bad loans to people who could not afford them. It was 
phony prosperity. No one believes their kind of business practices 
are the right direction for any state. Casinos are the ultimate 
example of phony prosperity. 



Lie: “Casinos and State Lotteries Will 
Improve Government Budgets” 

• There is overwhelming, irrefutable evidence proving that 
government’s gambling program has failed as a long-term 
revenue source because it is anti-economic growth, 
unsustainable and inadequate. States that use gambling 
revenues as a “quick fix” to avoid politically difficult structural 
tax reforms in the short run have nearly always been forced to 
confront the same difficult tax policy decisions in the future. 
States with lotteries and casinos have not lowered their taxes 
and according to the recent national report by The Rockefeller 
Institute, it has made their budget problems even worse. 
California’s story is typical. Despite promising it would fund 
public education, the California Lottery provides only 1.3% of the 
state’s entire education budget.  



Lie: “People Will Gamble Anyway and 
They’re Already Doing It Out-of-State” 
• Many public officials rationalize promoting casinos and 

state lotteries by saying people will gamble anyway and 
they’re already traveling to a neighboring state to do 
it. Yet state lotteries and casino operators openly discuss in 
the media and in their own marketing research that they 
are aggressively working to lure new gamblers and 
create “new markets.” 

• During the Pennsylvania Gaming Congress & Mid-Atlantic 
Racing Forum in early 2011, state gambling operators 
confessed that their most lucrative players were local 
citizens losing money at the casino five times a week. Prior 
to sponsoring their own state casinos, there was virtually 
no one in eastern Pennsylvania traveling 1 1/2 hours to 
Atlantic City, NJ five times a week. 



Out of State Evidence 
• The “going-out-of-state” message is a deliberate public 

relations tactic to avoid intense scrutiny about how 
government’s experiment has failed as well as the 
predatory and deceitful business practices used by 
gambling operators. 

• The evidence is clear that when less government-
sponsored gambling is available, citizens lose a lot less 
money and gambling problems are far less. One of the 
best examples of this reality is when South Dakota 
outlawed video slot machines for 100 days, the 
number of gambling addicts treated each month 
dropped by 93.5%. 



Lie: “Slot Machines Don’t Addict 
People” 

• Electronic gambling machines like slots and video poker 
represent the purest form of predatory gambling and, not 
surprisingly, are the most profitable. According to the research 
findings of Natasha Schull, associate professor in MIT’s Program 
in Science, Technology, and Society, the machines are designed 
to get every user “to play to extinction’’ — until all their money 
is gone — by using technology described as a “high-tech version 
of loaded dice.”  Schull writes: 

• “… its (the gambling business) efforts to make slot machines so 
effective at extracting money from people yields a product that, 
for all intents and purposes, approaches every player as a 
potential addict — in other words, someone who won’t stop 
playing until his or her means are depleted.” 



Lie: “Casinos and Lotteries Are Just 
Like Any Other Business” 

• Advocates of the predatory gambling trade say 
they are no different than other businesses. They 
describe it the same as “drinking wine, going out 
to a restaurant or going to the movies.”  Yet the 
owner of the vineyard drinks the wine he makes. 
The owner of the restaurant eats the food he 
serves.  The movie actress watches the movies 
she makes. This is the only product or service 
where most of the people who own it and 
promote it, including public officials, don’t use it 
and don’t want to live near it.  



Lie: “Government-Sponsored Gambling 
Diminishes Organized Crime” 

• No jurisdiction has EVER documented a decline in illegal gambling 
following the introduction of legalized gambling. In fact, illegal gambling 
tends to increase for a number of reasons. “We loved legalized gambling,” 
said former Chicago mob casino boss William Jahoda. “It created more 
customers for us.” Untaxed illegal operators can offer better odds, bigger 
payoffs and loans that legal operations cannot. Once gamblers start 
betting legally, they become less averse to gambling in unlicensed 
establishments. Law enforcement in gambling states see illegal gambling 
as a state revenue issue rather than a criminal activity, making 
enforcement less of a priority. Lastly, when commercial interests gained 
control of the casino business from organized crime, they obtained the 
ability and the license to abuse and destroy customers to an extent that 
was not possible when casinos were run by criminals. 



Lie: “Public Opinion Supports 
Predatory Gambling” 



The Brockton Reality 

• The promise is 1400 construction jobs. Sounds 
impressive but these will be “union” jobs and 
those that need the jobs most in Brockton are 
not union members. 

• These jobs will go primarily to those outside of 
Brockton, some will go to workers in the South 
Shore and Greater Boston Region, however 
many workers will be imported for the short 
term to get the casino built. 



The Brockton Reality 

• The promise is 1500 long term jobs working in 
the casino. Many of these jobs are on the lower 
end of the pay scale and not the “average” 
promised salary of $50,000.  

• These jobs will be filled first by those already 
working in those types of jobs in other businesses 
in the area, but will create some new jobs for the 
short term until the casino runs those other 
businesses out of business. Net gain – zero! 



The Brockton Reality 

• The promise is that this will be a destination 
resort. 

• The reality is with other casinos built like this 
proposed one in areas that are currently 
economically challenged, they become a 
convenience casino and prey upon the local 
residents to make their profits and in turn 
damage the local economy and the lives of the 
citizens of the host community. 



The Brockton Reality 

• Location for any business is 
important. The location proposed 
in Brockton defies what every 
other casino built has done. No 
one has dared put a casino next to 
a high school. Should this casino 
project be approved, the “City of 
Champions” will become “Casino 
High”, the only city in America 
with a casino next to a high 
school. 



The Brockton Reality 

• Is there real economic recovery with a casino? 
•  NO! As the current economic theme is the 

softening of the promises -- Plainridge in their 
first five months lost about 1/3 of their 
projected revenue, the state has lowered their 
expectation of tax revenue by about 40% 



The Brockton Reality 

• Will what is voted on be delivered? 
• The evidence says, NO! MGM Springfield 

scaled back their hotel from a 25 story 
glass building to a 6 story building - but 
claims they are paying the same amount 
of money on the construction project. 



The Brockton Reality 

• The Taunton casino will it happen? 
• The predicted law suit has become a reality 

and interestingly it is partially funded by Mr. 
Neil Bluhm 

• Does this lawsuit have a chance? NO! It is not 
against a casino, it is against a federal 
government decision in recognizing the first 
Indian tribe to meet the new immigrants to 
this country. 



Brockton Alternative Solutions 

• Enhance business opportunities to flourish by 
making Main St. two-way again. 

• Enhance academic opportunities by expanding 
college and technical training facilities. 

• Convert part of the fairgrounds property into 
an indoor sporting facility. 



Brockton Alternative Solutions 

• Convert part of the fairgrounds into 
affordable housing units for starter 
families and senior housing. 

• Convert part of the fairgrounds into 
a sporting museum for the “City of 
Champions”. 

• Convert a part of the fairgrounds 
into a ethnic restaurant and family 
entertainment center. 



Brockton Alternative Solutions 

• Search for regional or national companies to 
relocate to Brockton for manufacturing and 
wholesale distribution. 

• Partner with Boston and other regional 
healthcare facilities to expand what is already 
available in Brockton. 



The Time is Now to…! 



The Future of Brockton is in 
Our Hands 

• The choice is: 
• A short term solution with a casino that comes 

with long term problems and major disruption 
of family life and the community. 

OR  
• A new course with original and fiscally sound 

and beneficial to the community ideas and 
efforts. 
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