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Be it enac ted , etc • , as follows: 

Section 7 of chap te r 120 of the acts of 1930 is hereby amended 
by s t r ik ing out the f i rs t sen tence and inser t ing in place thereof 
the following s e n t e n c e : - The town shall , by vote , determine 
what propor t ion of t h e cost of said system or systems of sewerage 
and sewage disposal the town shall pay in accordance with the 
provis ions of section t w e n t y - t h r e e of chapte r e igh ty - th ree of the 
General Laws. 

Approved July 20, 1978 

Chap . 548. AN ACT DESIGNATING THE BRIDGE OVER THE 
ALEWIFE BROOK AT MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE AND TOWN 
OF ARLINGTON AS THE JAMES T. O'DONNELL 
BRIDGE. 

Be it enac ted , e t c . , as follows: 

The b r idge over Alewife brook between the city of Cambridge 
and the town of Ar l ington , now known as the Massachuset ts 
Avenue b r i d g e , shall be des ignated and known as the James T . 
O'Donnell Memorial b r i d g e . A suitable marker bear ing said 
designat ion shall be a t t ached there to by the metropolitan d is t r ic t 
commission. 

Approved July 20, 1978 

Chap . 549. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A TOWN ADMINISTRA
TOR IN THE TOWN OF BURLINGTON. 

Be it enac ted , e t c . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. The board of selectmen of the town of Bur l ing ton , 
by an affirmative vote of at least four members, shall appoint a 
town adminis t ra tor for an indefinite term and fix the compensation 
within the amount annually appropr ia ted for tha t pu rpose . The 
position of town adminis t ra tor shall not be subject to the by-laws 
of the town re la t ive to pe r sonne l , nor shall it be included in any 
certification of any collective barga in ing uni t . 

SECTION 2. The town administrator shall be appointed solely 
on the basis of execut ive and administrative qualifications and 
shall be a pe r son of p roven professional abil i ty, especially fitted 
by educat ion , t r a in ing and previous experience in municipal 
administrat ion helpful for the performance of the duties of the 
office. The person shall not have served in an elective office in 
or for the town of Bur l ington for at least twenty-four months 
pr ior to his appointment . The person shall devote full time to 
the office and shall not hold any other public office, elective or 
appoin t ive , nor shall engage in any other b u s i n e s s , occupation 
or profession du r ing the term of office, unless such action is 
approved in advance , in wr i t ing , by the board of selectmen. 
The town may, from time to time, by by- law, establish such 
additional qualifications it deems necessary and appropr ia t e . 



938 ACTS, 1978 -- Chap. 549 

SECTION 3. The town administrator shall execute a bond in 
favor of the town of Burlington for the faithful performance of 
his duties in such sum and with such surety or sureties as may 
be fixed by the selectmen. The cost of said bond shall be paid 
by the town. 

SECTION 4. The town administrator shall be the chief admini
stration officer of the town of Burlington with the powers and 
duties as follows: 

A. Said administration shall be responsible to the board of 
selectmen for the efficient administration and coordination of all 
matters that come under the jurisdiction of the board of selectmen, 
except as they may affect the accounting and legal departments. 

B. Said administration shall be responsible for the implementa
tion of all policies, directives and votes of the board of selectmen. 

C. Said administration shall appoint and remove, subject to 
chapter thirty-one of the General Laws, all department heads, all 
officers and employees who come under the jurisdiction of the 
board of selectmen, except the town accountant and town counsel. 
Names of persons appointed by the town administrator shall be 
transmitted in writing to the board of selectmen at a meeting 
duly called and shall become effective on the fifteenth day follow
ing the day on which notice of the appointment is filed with said 
board of selectmen, unless said board shall, within said period, 
by a majority, vote to reject any such appointment. 

D. Said administrator shall administer the personnel system of 
said town, including, but not limited to, personnel policies and 
practices, rules and regulations, the personnel by-laws, negotia
tion of all collective bargaining agreements, and preparing the 
salary "Classification Plan" by-law amendments for consideration 
of town meeting if necessary. 

E. Said administrator shall be responsible for the preparation 
and format of a uniform budget document, which is acceptable to 
the ways and means committee, for all departments or agencies 
under the selectmen's jurisdiction. 

F. Said administrator shall be responsible for the preparation 
of the annual budget for all town agencies under the jurisdiction 
of the board of selectmen. 

G. With the assistance of the town accountant, said admini
strator shall keep the selectmen informed as to the financial 
needs of the town and shall make such recommendations to the 
board of selectmen as he deems necessary or expendient. 

H. Said administrator shall be responsible for the review of 
all current by-laws, regulations and policies that affect the 
departments and agencies under the jurisdiction of the board of 
selectmen, and shall make such recommendations for changes as 
he deems necessary. 

I. Said administrator shall see that all provisions of General 
Laws, by-laws, and other votes of the town meeting and votes of 
the board of selectmen which require enforcement, direction and 
supervision, of the town administrator office are faithfully carried 
out and performed. 

J. Said administrator shall be responsible for the approval of 
the purchase of all supplies, materials, equipment, central and 
other services, for all departments or agencies under the juris-
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diction of the board of selectmen. 
K. Said administrator shall be responsible for the negotiation 

of all contracts which the board of selectmen are authorized by 
law to enter into. Such proposed contracts shall be subject to 
final approval and execution by the board of selectmen. 

L. Said administrator shall be responsible for the use and 
maintenance of all town facilities and equipment under the juris
diction of the board of selectmen and for rentals thereof, when 
authorized. 

M. Said administrator may, without notice, cause the conduct, 
while in public office or employment, of any officer or employee, 
or department, board or commission under the control of said 
administrator to be examined for malfeasance, misfeasance or 
non-feasance. 

N. Said administrator shall attend all regular and special 
meetings of the board of selectmen, unless requested and allowed 
to be excused, and shall have a voice, but no vote, in all its 
discussions. 

O. Said administrator shall attend all sessions of the town 
meeting and shall be available to answer all questions concerning 
warrant articles which are directed to the office and relate to 
matters under the persons general supervision. 

P. Said administrator shall perform any other duties required 
by by-law or by a majority vote of the board of selectmen. 

SECTION 5. The board of selectmen, by an affirmative vote 
of at least four members, may remove the town administrator 
from office. If the board of selectmen affirmatively vote to 
remove the town administrator, said board shall give him at least 
ninety days notice as to the effective date of his termination, or 
provide him with ninety days of severance pay, or a combination 
of both notice and severance pay equivalent to at least ninety 
days. 

SECTION 6. If the office of town administrator is vacant, as 
a result of death, removal, resignation or otherwise, or the town 
administrator is on an extended leave of absence, exceeding two 
weeks, the board of selectmen, by an affirmative vote of at least 
three members, shall appoint a qualified town administrative 
officer or employee to serve as the acting town administrator. 
Said acting town administrator shall receive compensation as set 
by the affirmative vote of at least three selectmen, but shall not 
exceed the rate of compensation approved for the administrator 
being replaced. 

SECTION 7. Upon the appointment of a town administrator, 
the office of executive secretary to the selectmen shall be abol
ished. 

Approved July 20, 1978 

Chap. 550. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
A COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT IN 
THE CITY KNOWN AS THE TOWN OF METHUEN. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 


