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authorized and directed to convey a parcel of land located in the 
city of Boston to The Saint John Missionary Baptist Church for 
consideration of one dollar and by a deed as approved to form 
by the attorney general. Said parcel being bounded and described 
as follows: 

Westerly by Warren Street, 178.40 feet; Northerly by Montrose 
Street, 146.86 feet; Easterly by land now or formerly of Palmer 
L. Paige et a l . , 64.43 feet; Northerly by land of same 48.60 
feet; Easterly by land now or formerly of Joseph Robinson, 
129.40 feet; Southerly by Dunreath Street, 204.13 feet; being 
the land shown on a plan marked-"City of Boston-Public Works 
Department-Engineering Division, Taking Plan, Warren St . , 
Montrose St . , Dunreath S t . , Roxbury, Oct. 22, 1970, Frederick 
L. Garvin, Division Engineer." 

SECTION 2. Said parcel shall be used for the construction of 
a church and related facilities and if construction has not begun 
within two years or if said land is used for any other purposes, 
title to said land shall revert to the commonwealth. 

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved July 22, 1978 

Chap. 555. AN ACT AUTHORIZING CERTAIN BY-LAWS AND 
AMENDING CERTAIN ACTS RELATING TO THE 
TOWN OF WELLESLEY. 

Be it enacted, e t c . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any contrary provisions of 
section 11 of chapter 41 of the General Laws, the town of Wellesley 
is authorized to provide by bylaw that any vacancy in any 
appointed board, commission, committee or office of the town 
shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment 
was made, except as otherwise specifically provided by law, and 
that no person appointed to fill a vacancy need be a registered 
voter of the town unless the original appointee was required to 
be a registered voter. 

SECTION 2. Notwithstanding any contrary provisions of 
chapters 40 and 41 of the General Laws, the town is authorized 
to provide by bylaw that the annual town report, and the reports 
of the boards, commissions, committees, officers and officials of 
the town required to be contained therein, shall be for the last 
completed fiscal year, commencing with the fiscal year ending 
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seventy-nine and that such 
a report shall be prepared and distributed not later than the 
third Monday in December of each year, and thereafter no addi
tional report of the town need be prepared on a calendar year 
basis. Said bylaw may set the date or dates by which all reports 
required to be contained in the annual report must be filed with 
the selectmen. Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, if such 
a bylaw is adopted, the selectmen shall print and distribute 
before the annual town meeting in nineteen hundred and seventy-
nine a report containing the annual report of the town accountant 
for the preceding fiscal year as provided in section 61 of chapter 
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41 of the General Laws, the annual report of the town treasurer 
as provided in section 35 of said chapter 41, the jury list as 
required by chapter 234 of the General Laws, and such other 
financial reports and other matters as the selectmen may determine; 
the annual town report distributed in December, nineteen hundred 
and seventy-nine shall include financial reports for the fiscal 
year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seventy-nine, 
and the annual jury list, but all other reports required to be 
contained therein shall be for the period beginning January 
first, nineteen hundred and seventy-eight and ending June 
thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seventy-nine. 

The foregoing paragraph shall not relieve any particular town 
board, commission, committee, officer or official from the duty of 
preparing any other annual report on a calendar year basis if a 
report so prepared is required by law, other than Section 60 of 
Chapter 41 of the General Laws, to be filed with an agency, 
department, board, commission or authority of the commonwealth. 

SECTION 3. Notwithstanding any contrary provisions of the 
General Laws, the town is authorized to establish by bylaw a 
department of financial services. Any such bylaw shall provide 
that the department shall be responsible to the selectmen and its 
duties and responsibilities may include, but not be limited to, 
the following: coordination and administration of town financial 
services and activities; maintenance of town accounting records 
and financial statements; payment of all town obligations, after 
securing required approvals; assisting in the development of 
budgets and reviewing of all budgets for format, completeness, 
and accuracy before submission to the advisory committee; moni
toring of all expenditures of town funds; timely reporting to the 
selectmen and to other appropriate boards and officers of actual 
or foreseeable incurring of obligations or expenditures of funds 
in excess of budgeted appropriations; maintenance of payroll and 
other financial records relating to all town personnel; preparing 
and supervising town purchasing and inventory control procedures; 
administering the disposal of town property; and supervision of 
all data processing. 

The department shall be headed by a director of financial 
services who shall be appointed by the selectmen for a term of 
three years commencing on July first. The Director shall be ex 
officio the town comptroller and town accountant. The director 
shall appoint annually as of July first, subject to the approval of 
the selectmen, a town treasurer and collector of taxes, who shall 
be subject to the direction and supervision of the director and 
shall have, except as otherwise expressly provided by this act, 
the powers and duties vested by law in town treasurers and 
collectors of taxes. The initial terms of the director and the 
treasurer and collector shall commence January first, nineteen 
hundred and seventy-nine and consequently shall be extended 
by six months. 

SECTION 4. Notwithstanding any contrary provisions of the 
General Laws, the town is authorized to establish by bylaw a 
natural resources commission consisting of five members elected 
for a term of three years, which shall have the powers and 
duties of conservation commissions and forest committees under 
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the General Laws and the powers and duties (currently vested in 
the board of public works of the town) of park commissioners, 
tree wardens, moth superintendents and superintendents of 
insect pest control under the General Laws, and which shall 
appoint a director of natural resources, a wetlands protection 
committee to which shall be delegated the power and authority to 
administer and enforce the provisions of section 40 of chapter 
131 of the General Laws, a landscape advisory committee, a 
long-range planning committee, and such staff as it deems nece
ssary. Any such commission shall have overall authority and 
responsibility with respect to: the use, acquisition, management, 
preservation, and protection of conservation land, park land and 
such other land as may be transferred to or acquired by the 
commission, forest and tree nursery management, insect pest and 
moth control, and administration of the conservation fund under 
sections 5(51) and 8C of chapter 40 of the General Laws. In 
addition, it shall study and make recommendations regarding the 
use, maintenance, management, preservation, and protection of 
the natural resources of the town which are under the jurisdiction 
of other boards, establish general policies to be implemented by 
the department of public works for the carrying out of work 
affecting natural resources, propose for acquisition by the town 
those natural resources that the commission deems useful or 
important to the town, and carry out such other related responsi
bilities as the town may assign to it or as may be permitted or 
required by law. Members of the commission shall be elected at 
the annual town election to be held in nineteen hundred and 
seventy-nine. The terms of office shall be staggered in a manner 
determined by vote of the town. Initial organization of the 
commission and the termination of the conservation commission, 
the park and tree board and the town forest committee shall also 
be as determined by vote of the town. 

SECTION 5. The town is authorized to provide by bylaw for 
the members of the capital budgeting and investment committee of 
the town to serve, commencing January first, nineteen hundred 
and seventy-nine, as the trustees of the fund established by 
chapter 229 of the acts of 1951. 

SECTION 6. Section 4 of said chapter 229 is hereby amended 
by striking out the word "three" in the first sentence and 
inserting in place thereof the word:- five. 

SECTION 7. Said chapter 229 is hereby further amended by 
striking out section 7 and inserting in place thereof the following :-

Section 7. The members of the capital budgeting and investment 
committee of the town, appointed in accordance with the bylaws 
of the town, shall be ex-officiis the trustees of said fund. Said 
trustees shall serve without compensation. Expenses actually 
incurred by them in the performance of their duties shall be 
paid from funds appropriated by the town for that purpose. 

SECTION 8. Chapter 223 of the acts of 1960 and chapter 302 
of the acts of 1966 are hereby repealed. 

SECTION 9. Notwithstanding any contrary provisions of 
section 69E of chapter 41 of the General Laws, the superintending 
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officer appointed by the board of public works of the town 
pursuant to said section 69E shall bear the title:- Director of 
Public Works. 

SECTION 10. Section 2 of chapter 202 of the acts of 1932, as 
amended, is hereby further amended by striking out the second 
paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:-

In the case of a tie vote which affects the election of town 
meeting members in any precinct and not in the case where a 
vacancy is involved as set forth in Section 8A, the Town Clerk 
shall call a special meeting of the town meeting members of the 
precinct in which such tie vote occurred. The members from the 
affected precinct shall determine which of the candidates receiving 
such tie vote shall serve as town meeting member from such 
precinct, or they shall determine which member receiving such 
tie vote shall serve for the longer and which for the shorter 
term, as the case may be. The procedures to be followed at 
said special meeting shall be the same as those prescribed for 
the special meeting provided for in Section 8. 

SECTION 11. Said chapter 202 is hereby further amended by 
striking out section 7 and inserting in place thereof the following 
section: -

Section 7. A moderator shall be elected by ballot at each 
annual town election, and shall serve as moderator of all town 
meetings, except as otherwise provided by law, until a successor 
is elected and qualified. Nominations for and election of a 
moderator shall be as in the case of other elective town officers, 
and any vacancy in the office shall be filled by town meeting 
members at a meeting held for that purpose. If a moderator is 
absent, a moderator pro tempore shall be elected by the town 
meeting members. 

SECTION 12. Said chapter 202 is hereby further amended by 
striking out section 9 and inserting in place thereof the following 
section: -

Section 9. A vote passed at any representative town meeting 
authorizing the expenditure of one hundred thousand dollars or 
more for the acquisition of land, or for the construction, alteration 
or enlargement of any building, or for other than the usual 
departmental appropriations, or authorizing the incurring of 
debt, except temporary loans in anticipation of revenue or reim
bursement from the commonwealth or the county of Norfolk, or 
establishing a new board or office or abolishing an old board or 
office or merging two or more boards or offices, or fixing the 
term of office of town officers, where such term is optional, or 
increasing or reducing the number of members of a board, or 
adopting a new bylaw, or amending or repealing an existing 
bylaw, shall not be operative until after the expiration of seven 
days, exclusive of Sundays and holidays, from the dissolution of 
the meeting. If, within said seven days, a petition, signed by 
not less than five per cent of the registered voters of the town, 
containing their names and addresses as they appear on the list 
of registered voters, is filed as hereinafter provided asking that 
the question or questions involved in such a vote be submitted 
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to the registered voters of the town at large, its operation shall 
be further suspended and the selectmen, after receiving the 
certificate of the registrars of voters as hereinafter provided 
shall call a special meeting not less than twenty-eight days nor 
more than forty-five days after the certification by the registrars 
of voters hereinafter provided for the sole purpose of presenting 
to the registered voters at large the question or questions so 
involved. 

The petition shall be termed a referendum petition. It shall be 
filed in the office of the town clerk before five o'clock in the 
afternoon of the seventh day, exclusive of Sundays and holidays, 
after the dissolution of the meeting. If the seventh day falls on 
a Saturday, Sunday, or a holiday, the petition shall be filed 
before ten o'clock in the morning on the next business day. 
Signatures thereto need not be all on one paper but all such 
papers relating to one vote shall be fastened securely together 
and filed as one instrument with the endorsement thereon of the 
person or persons filing the same and the time of filing shall be 
immediately noted thereon by the town clerk. Immediately after 
the expiration of the time within which referendum petitions may 
be filed, the town clerk shall notify the registrars of voters, 
who shall examine any such petition seasonably filed, and within 
five days determine by what number of registered voters it is 
signed in conformity with the provisions of this section and what 
percentage that number is of the total number of registered 
voters of the town and certify their findings to the selectmen, 
and at the same time send a copy of the same to the person or 
to one of the persons who filed the petition. 

Each question so submitted shall be in the form of the following 
question, which shall be placed upon the official ballot: - -
"Shall the town vote to approve the action of the representative 
town meeting whereby it was voted (brief description of the 
substance of the vote)?" 

The polls at such special meeting shall be opened not later 
than seven o'clock in the morning and shall be closed not earlier 
than eight o'clock in the evening. All votes upon any questions 
so submitted shall be taken in the several precinct meetings by 
ballot, and the check list shall be used in the same manner as in 
the election of town officers. For the action of the representative 
town meeting to be null and void the following two conditions 
must be satisfied: 1) at least twenty per cent of all registered 
voters in the town must vote in the negative on the referendum; 
and 2) a majority of those who vote on the referendum must 
vote in the negative. Otherwise, the action of the representative 
town meeting shall take effect immediately upon the declaration 
by the selectmen of the vote upon the referendum. 

SECTION 13. Section 12 of this act shall be submitted to the 
registered voters of the town of Wellesley for acceptance at the 
annual town election in the year nineteen hundred seventy-nine 
or at an earlier special meeting called by the Selectmen. The 
vote shall be taken by ballot in answer to the following question, 
which shall be placed upon the official ballot to be used in the 
several precincts - "Shall Section 12 of an act passed by the 
general court in the year nineteen hundred seventy-eight. 
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entitled 'An Act Authorizing Certain Bylaws and Amending Certain 
Acts Relating to the Town of Wellesley1, revising referendum 
procedures and requirements, be accepted by this town?" The 
polls at any such special meeting shall be opened not later than 
seven o'clock in the morning and shall be closed not earlier than 
eight o'clock in the evening, and the check list shall be used in 
the same manner as in the election of town officers. 

SECTION 14. This section and Section 13 of this act shall 
take effect upon passage of this act. Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
and 9 shall take effect as of January 1, 1978. Sections 6, 7, 8, 
10 and 11 shall take effect on January 1, 1979. If accepted by 
a majority of the voters voting thereon in accordance with Section 
13, Section 12 of this act shall take effect immediately upon the 
declaration by the selectmen of the vote upon the question, or 
on January first, nineteen hundred and seventy-nine, whichever 
date is later. 

Approved July 22, 1978 

Chap. 556. AN ACT TERMINATING THE COMMONWEALTH'S 
RIGHTS, TITLE AND INTEREST IN CERTAIN 
LANDS UPON ACQUISITION THEREOF BY THE 
GOVERNMENT LAND BANK OR THE BOSTON 
REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to aid private enterprise or public 
agencies in the speedy and orderly redevelopment of lands within 
the United States Navy Yard, Charlestown section of Boston, in 
order to prevent continued and further blight, economic disloca
tion and unemployment and to alleviate the housing shortage, 
therefore, it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necess
ary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

Chapter 212 of the acts of 1975 is hereby amended by inserting 
after section 5, as most recently amended by chapter 432 of the 
acts of 1976, the following section:-

Section 5A. Notwithstanding any provision of general or 
special law to the contrary, upon the recording in the Suffolk 
county registry of deeds of a deed or deeds from the United 
States of America conveying to the bank or to the Boston Redevel
opment Authority as grantee all or any portion of the premises 
within the United States Navy Yard, Charlestown section of 
Boston, Massachusetts, now owned in part by the United States 
of America and in part by the Boston Redevelopment Authority, 
bounded northwesterly by Little Mystic Channel, easterly and 
southeasterly by the main channel of Boston Inner Harbor, 
southwesterly by the Charles River and northwesterly by the 
lands of others: (a) it shall be deemed conclusively that juris
diction to said premises vested in the United States of America 
in accordance with the terms of any special acts whereby the 
commonwealth ceded jurisdiction to said premises to said United 
States and, further, that said United States has complied with 
all conditions imposed by such acts; (b) all right, title and 


