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entitled 'An Act Authorizing Certain Bylaws and Amending Certain 
Acts Relating to the Town of Wellesley1, revising referendum 
procedures and requirements, be accepted by this town?" The 
polls at any such special meeting shall be opened not later than 
seven o'clock in the morning and shall be closed not earlier than 
eight o'clock in the evening, and the check list shall be used in 
the same manner as in the election of town officers. 

SECTION 14. This section and Section 13 of this act shall 
take effect upon passage of this act. Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
and 9 shall take effect as of January 1, 1978. Sections 6, 7, 8, 
10 and 11 shall take effect on January 1, 1979. If accepted by 
a majority of the voters voting thereon in accordance with Section 
13, Section 12 of this act shall take effect immediately upon the 
declaration by the selectmen of the vote upon the question, or 
on January first, nineteen hundred and seventy-nine, whichever 
date is later. 

Approved July 22, 1978 

Chap. 556. AN ACT TERMINATING THE COMMONWEALTH'S 
RIGHTS, TITLE AND INTEREST IN CERTAIN 
LANDS UPON ACQUISITION THEREOF BY THE 
GOVERNMENT LAND BANK OR THE BOSTON 
REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to aid private enterprise or public 
agencies in the speedy and orderly redevelopment of lands within 
the United States Navy Yard, Charlestown section of Boston, in 
order to prevent continued and further blight, economic disloca
tion and unemployment and to alleviate the housing shortage, 
therefore, it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necess
ary for the immediate preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

Chapter 212 of the acts of 1975 is hereby amended by inserting 
after section 5, as most recently amended by chapter 432 of the 
acts of 1976, the following section:-

Section 5A. Notwithstanding any provision of general or 
special law to the contrary, upon the recording in the Suffolk 
county registry of deeds of a deed or deeds from the United 
States of America conveying to the bank or to the Boston Redevel
opment Authority as grantee all or any portion of the premises 
within the United States Navy Yard, Charlestown section of 
Boston, Massachusetts, now owned in part by the United States 
of America and in part by the Boston Redevelopment Authority, 
bounded northwesterly by Little Mystic Channel, easterly and 
southeasterly by the main channel of Boston Inner Harbor, 
southwesterly by the Charles River and northwesterly by the 
lands of others: (a) it shall be deemed conclusively that juris
diction to said premises vested in the United States of America 
in accordance with the terms of any special acts whereby the 
commonwealth ceded jurisdiction to said premises to said United 
States and, further, that said United States has complied with 
all conditions imposed by such acts; (b) all right, title and 
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interest of the commonwealth in and to any such premises shall 
pass to and vest in the grantee, establishing fee simple absolute 
title in the grantee, all without further evidence of conveyance 
by the commonwealth and all interests of the commonwealth are 
hereby ratified and confirmed in the respective grantees of any 
such deed or deeds of all or any portion of these premises so 
recorded prior to the enactment hereof; and (c) all licenses and 
authority to place fill, to maintain existing fill, to build and 
maintain bulkheads, to drive piles, to build, extend and widen 
wharves, piers and other structures on piles or on other support 
structures or to construct other structures heretofore or hereafter 
granted under the applicable provisions of chapter ninety-one of 
the General Laws and all actions of the United States of America 
taken in respect to placing and maintaining fill or building and 
maintaining bulkheads, piles, wharves, piers or other structures 
completed prior to the date of enactment hereof, whether or not 
so placed, built or maintained in accordance with the applicable 
provisions of any general or special act, deed, grant or other 
instrument authorizing or conveying the same and whether or not 
so placed, built or maintained in accordance with any plans that 
may have been filed or required to be filed with the commonwealth 
or any agency or political subdivision thereof, all with respect to 
said premises, shall be irrevocable and ratified and confirmed in 
place, the commonwealth hereby waiving any right or claim of 
action it might have for the recovery of said land or any interest 
therein below high water mark to or in such fill or appurtenant 
structures or to restrict the use of same. 

Approved July 22, 1978 

Chap. 557. AN ACT PERMITTING CERTAIN EMPLOYEES TO 
CONTINUE WORKING AND TO RETIRE AS VETER
ANS AFTER THEY HAVE REACHED THE MANDA
TORY RETIREMENT AGE. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is , in part , to enable those persons 
classified as veterans and who were in the service of the common
wealth, or of any county, city, town or district, or any housing 
authority or any redevelopment authority prior to July first, 
nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, and for a total period of 
thirty years in the aggregate, to retire as veterans notwithstand 
ing the fact that said persons have attained and passed the age 
of seventy, therefore it is declared to be an emergency law, 
necessary for the preservation of the public convenience and wel
fare. 

Be it enacted, e t c . , as follows: 

Chapter 32 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting 
after section 90F the following new section:-

Section 90G. Any member in service, classified in Group 1, 
who is a veteran, shall continue in service, at his option, notwith
standing the fact that he has attained age seventy; provided, 
however, that he is mentally and physically capable of performing 
the duties of his office or position. Such member shall annually, 


