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interest of the commonwealth in and to any such premises shall 
pass to and vest in the grantee, establishing fee simple absolute 
title in the grantee, all without further evidence of conveyance 
by the commonwealth and all interests of the commonwealth are 
hereby ratified and confirmed in the respective grantees of any 
such deed or deeds of all or any portion of these premises so 
recorded prior to the enactment hereof; and (c) all licenses and 
authority to place fill, to maintain existing fill, to build and 
maintain bulkheads, to drive piles, to build, extend and widen 
wharves, piers and other structures on piles or on other support 
structures or to construct other structures heretofore or hereafter 
granted under the applicable provisions of chapter ninety-one of 
the General Laws and all actions of the United States of America 
taken in respect to placing and maintaining fill or building and 
maintaining bulkheads, piles, wharves, piers or other structures 
completed prior to the date of enactment hereof, whether or not 
so placed, built or maintained in accordance with the applicable 
provisions of any general or special act, deed, grant or other 
instrument authorizing or conveying the same and whether or not 
so placed, built or maintained in accordance with any plans that 
may have been filed or required to be filed with the commonwealth 
or any agency or political subdivision thereof, all with respect to 
said premises, shall be irrevocable and ratified and confirmed in 
place, the commonwealth hereby waiving any right or claim of 
action it might have for the recovery of said land or any interest 
therein below high water mark to or in such fill or appurtenant 
structures or to restrict the use of same. 

Approved July 22, 1978 

Chap. 557. AN ACT PERMITTING CERTAIN EMPLOYEES TO 
CONTINUE WORKING AND TO RETIRE AS VETER
ANS AFTER THEY HAVE REACHED THE MANDA
TORY RETIREMENT AGE. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is , in part , to enable those persons 
classified as veterans and who were in the service of the common
wealth, or of any county, city, town or district, or any housing 
authority or any redevelopment authority prior to July first, 
nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, and for a total period of 
thirty years in the aggregate, to retire as veterans notwithstand 
ing the fact that said persons have attained and passed the age 
of seventy, therefore it is declared to be an emergency law, 
necessary for the preservation of the public convenience and wel
fare. 

Be it enacted, e t c . , as follows: 

Chapter 32 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting 
after section 90F the following new section:-

Section 90G. Any member in service, classified in Group 1, 
who is a veteran, shall continue in service, at his option, notwith
standing the fact that he has attained age seventy; provided, 
however, that he is mentally and physically capable of performing 
the duties of his office or position. Such member shall annually, 
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at his own expense, be examined by an impartial physician 
designated by the retirement authority to determine such capability. 
No deductions shall be made from the regular compensation of 
each member under the provisions of this chapter for service 
after he has attained age seventy and upon retirement such 
member shall, to the extent eligible, receive a veteran's pension 
allowance equal to that to which he would have been entitled had 
he retired at age seventy. Nothing in this section shall be 
construed to deny any veteran or his surviving spouse any 
benefit under any section of chapter thirty-two to which he 
would have been entitled had he retired at age seventy. 

Approved July 22, 1978 

Chap. 558. AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE VOTERS OF THE CITY 
OF TAUNTON TO ESTABLISH THE COMPOSITION 
OF ITS MUNICIPAL LIGHT COMMISSION BY VOTE 
AT THE NEXT BIENNIAL STATE ELECTION. 

Be it enacted, e tc . , as follows: 

SECTION 1. The state secretary shall cause the following two 
questions to be printed on the official ballot to be used in the 
city of Taunton at the biennial state election to be held in the 
year nineteen hundred and seventy-eight in the following form:-

INSTRUCTION TO VOTERS 

The vote on the following two questions shall be binding upon 
the city of Taunton in establishing the composition of the commis
sioners for the Taunton municipal lighting plant. On question 
number 1, choose either A or B or C. Do not vote more than 
one. On question number 2, vote for either 3 or 5 members. 
Do not vote for both of said numbers. 

Question Number 1. 

In reference to the composition of the municipal light commission 
of the city of Taunton, choose one of the following: 

A. All commissioners shall be elected by the voters 
of the city of Taunton. 

B. Remain in its present s tructure, all commissioners 
appointed by the mayor. 

C. All commissioners shall be elected in part and 
appointed in part. 

Question Number 2. 

Regardless of how the commissioners are selected, shall the 
municipal lighting commission of the city of Taunton consist of 
three members or five members? 

I I 3 I members | | 5 | members 

The municipal light commission of the city of Taunton shall be 
established in the manner provided in subdivision A, B or C of 
question number 1 as shall receive the greatest number of votes 
of the voters of said city voting on said question, and the 
number of its members shall be three or five as shall be determined 

yes 

yes 

yes 


