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HEPOET.

In presenting the Annual Report, agreeably with the laws

of our Commonwealth, your Committee would call the attention of*

the town to the rather singular, and very unfortunate circumstance

of an entire change of your School Committee.

The three clergymen who were legally chosen at the last April

meeting, have all left town. Mr. Stinson and Mr. Woodbury left

prior to the close of the Summer Schools ; and your worthy chair-^

man, Mr. Richardson, left about the middle of the winter term.

He labored as having an interest in the welfare of the schools ; the

goodness of his heart was especially manifest in the school-room.

We hope that his life may be spared to return again to his family,

and his labors.

We take pleasure in reporting on the prosperous condition of our

schools. Everything has gone on harmoniously without anything

to mar the good feelings of the several districts. There has been

no open disturbance in schools, or contempt of the teachers' author-

ity. In comparing the present condition of our schools with the

past, great improvement is manifest : in the amount of money

raised,—in the comfortable houses,—in the interest manifested by

the parents and guardians,—in the qualification of teachers,—in the

simplifying of books, &c. Though much has been attained, a great

deal more remains to be accomplished before our schools will have

attained to that degree of perfection which the rising generation will

require at our hands.
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One gfeat fault of our schools is, in having too great a number

of classes. For instance : in some schools, there are three or four

classes in geography, where there should be only two ; so likewise in

grammar, and arithmetic. This multiplicity of classes wastes the

time of the teacher, and confuses the school.

Another error is, a deficiency of dictionaries. In visiting the

schools the first of the winter term, we* were particular to ascertain

how many there were in each school ; and in no school did we find

more than four or five, and in one, the S. East, not a single diction-

ary save the one presented by the State. In this there is an over-

sight somewhere. Among the whole catalogue of school books, we

consider the dictionary the most indispensable of all books for the

first classes. Without it, it is impossible for them to get their read-

ing and spelling lessons, or proceed with any of their studies as

they ought.

Kossuth, when he was imprisoned, had the privilege of choosing

three books, which he could keep by him for his own use. He se-

lected Walker's Dictionary, Shakspeare, and the Bible. From

those three books, he obtained all his knowledge of the English

language. What knowledge he obtained of the language from those

books, those who have read his speeches in the United States, can

judge. We hope, before another term commences, parents and

guardians will see to it, that all their children in the first class, are

furnished with a dictionary.

HIGH SCHOOL.

Your committee believe that our schools may be greatly improv-

ed by a system of gradation, as recommended by the Secretary of

the Board of Education. As our schools now are, there are too

many branches of study introduced into one school. Many of the

scholars in town, who have obtained a good knowledge of the ele-

mentary branches, wish to take up the higher. To do this, they

must be studied in our common schools, or not at all, as there is no

other school in town ; and to go out of town, incurs a greater ex-

pense than many are able to bear. To remedy this evil, your com-

mittee would recommend the establishment of a Central High

School. Then we shall enjoy all the advantages of gradation. Wq



5

ttow have the Primary and the Intermediate, and to render our

common s<-hool system complete, we want a High School.

It is not that the committee, or the friends of this measure, wish

to increase the expenses of the town, for we believe it is really the

best economy,—an actual saving. Now, hundreds of dollars are

annually paid out of town, for children to pursue studies for which

there is no school in town. We pay teachers thirty dollars per

month, and more, for teaching the elementary branches, which, if

our schools were graded, would not cost more than half that sum.

Adopt this system, and we can employ teachers adapted to each

school. Now, we have to pay thirty, or thirty-six dollars per

month, for teaching many of our smallest children.

This measure is democratic ; it is giving to all an equal chance,—

to the poor as well as the more wealthy. It will remove all those

higher branches of study from the common schools, which by many
are considered an evih It may be urged by some as an obj faction,

that scholars will have too great a distance to go to school, which is

as valid as any : but we do not consider it sufficiently strong to over-

balance the many arguments in favor of a high school. How has

it been where we have had a private school for a few weeks ? Have

not scholars attended from the remotest part of the town ? Aye, and

from out of town. And it is no worse for many than few to go the

same distance. A high school rightly conducted, under the care of

an efficient school committee, will give a higher tone to society,

elevate the character, and increase the general prosperity of the

town. If we neglect to do something of this kind, we fear the

town will not continue to prosper and increase as it has done, but

will decline. Many will leave town for the sole purpose of educat-

ing their children. Very few people feel able to board their children

out of town to gain an education. They must either go with their

children to some other town where they can have tree access to

privileges for an education, or remain at home and forego those priv-

ileges. Since, then, our children have to get their education in our

common schools, which form the basis of our republican form of

government, and all our New England institutions, and by which

they are to be perpetuated ; shall we not adopt some measure which

will make our common schools capable of giving such an educatioa

as is required by the character of the times ?



We number oyer 1,600 inhabitants, and have a valuation of

$541,225.00, and for the last few years have generously raised the

sum of $1,100 for our common schools. Few towns in our county,

according to valuation, have done better ; yet there are some.

Stoneham, with a population of over 2,000, and a valuation of less

than $500,000, has raised the liberal sum of $1,700 for schools.

Now we would not ask the town to erect an expensive house, or

very much increase the sum which we have appropriated for schools

the past two or three years. We believe that $1,200 will be

enough, and will amply carry out our purpose, after furnishing a

suitable school-room, and that, we think, is already built. We
submit this question to the consideration of the town, with a full

confidence that it will give it that deliberation which this subject

requires.

We will now proceed to give an account of the Summer Schools,

as written out by the Rev. H. Richardson, late chairman of your

Committee.

The West School was taught by Miss Mary Stone. The order

was good, and the improvement excellent. She justly won the

praise of all concerned. After she had taught about a fortnight her

school was found to be so numerous that it was thought advisable

that another teacher should be brought in to take a portion of the

charge. Accordingly Miss Evelina N. Blaisdell Was engaged to

assume that work. Possessed of a good share of force and energy,

added to a good taste, she succeeded in every respect except a little

deficiency in government, which she doubtless would have overcome

in a second effort.

The schools at the South, the Centre, and the East, were taught as

the summer before, by Misses A. H. Barrett, A. Holden, and M. A.

Holden, with their usual good success. Perhaps Miss B. more than

equalled her former fame. We think however it would be more

decorous on her part at her final examination, to yield the guidance

of that work to the School Committee. What is their proper right,

she should concede.

The North School was taught by Miss Lucy Barnard. It wa»
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her first effort in this employment, and a happy one. She came into

her school well qualified in every respect to assume its responsibili-

ties, and she nobly sustained them. As such she deserves marked

praise for all concerned.

The South East School was taught by Miss Alice L. Balcom, of

Sudbury. She labored faithfully and patiently^ and with some suc-

cess, but not to such an extent as her labors deserved, and would have

been the case, had not the school been broken up by the Measles,

and what we shall denominate " The Berry Fever," the latter of

which afflicted several of the other schools as well as this. Against

this evil, as well as others, we would caution parents and all inter-

ested.

WINTER SCHOOLS.
The East School was taught by Mr. Luther Conant, Jr., of this

town. Mr. C. is a man well known among us as an able and suc-

cessful teacher. This was his third term in this district. His time

and energies were devoted to the interests of his school : His am-

bition was to make his school just what it should be. The scholars

of this school seemed to partake of the. spirit of their teacher;

consequently there was good order, and a corresponding advance-

ment. Though no branch of study was neglected, ' yet writing

received particular attention ; as not only the regular daily exercise

was attended to, but many evenings were devoted to this useful art.

We think the writing in this school was superior to any other school

in town. The classes in grammar deserve particular notice. The

first class will compare well with any class in town. The second

class, ten in number manifested great improvement. At the final

examination, this school appeared as well as any in town. The

whole number of scholars belonging to this school was 47. Av-

erage attendance 41.

The North School was taught by Mr. H. H. Bowers. He is

well known to you as an excellent and successful teacher. For

four successive seasons he has labored in our schools in a manner

equally honorable to himself, and acceptable to his employers. He
wrought a decided change in the character of this school. He in-

fused into it his own life, energy, and love of study, and with those,
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a full belief, on the part of the pupils, that they could become good

scholars. It was not wonderful that much was expected of this

teacher, nor was it strange to us that his success exceeded the ex-

pectations even of the most sanguine. The distinguishing feature

of this school was, its good order ; and in this, every scholar seemed

to feel that he or she had an equal interest with the teacher ; we

observe, too, as a matter of course, that there was great improve-

ment in manners, and all the proper pursuits of school. The im-

provement in writing was remarkably good,—second to no school

in town,— Mr. Conant's excepted. Beautiful prize-books were

presented by the teacher, to the scholars making the improvement

;

and to those keeping the neatest book. All the exercises of the

examination were in good taste and style. The grammar classes

deserve particular notice. The excellence of the first class, and the

spirit and progress of the second, eleven in number, (all of whom
commenced this term,) will not soon be forgotten. We were pleas-

ed to see so large a proportion of boys in this class. The reading

was uncommonly good ; correct in tone, inflections, and spirit ;

—

showing not only thorough and accurate teaching, but a good knowl-

edge of the subject of which they read ; without which, no one can

be a reader. In this connection, the committee are pleased to see

that, with Mr. Bowels, the Dictionary is a great book, and with the

scholars, the daily practice of spelling and defining words from the

reading lessons, is a very interesting exercise. Mr. Bowers richly

deserves a good name, and great praise.

The South School was taught by Mr. James M. Burnham, of

Hopkinton, N. H. Mr. B. is a genuine son of the Granite State

;

a man of much energy of character, bold, frank, and honest,—pos-

sessing a good education, and a good share of ability as a teacher.

He was employed to teach this school on the express condition that

he should keep good order ; and in this he was abundantly success-

ful. There was also a corresponding degree of improvement in

studies. We think we may safely say that the South School has

not been in so good standing for several years, as at the present

time. The final examination was creditable alike to both teacher

and scholars. The whole number of scholars belonging to this

ftchool was 39. The average attendance 34.
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Much praise is due Mr. Wright, the Prudential Committee of

this district, for the interest he has taken in the schools.

The West School was taught by Mr. C. E. Nourse, of Bolton

;

a man of good education and well qualified for his business. There

seemed to be a want of that interest, in this school, which has so

long characterized it, and made it rank foremost among our schools.

But perhaps this may be accounted for, by the fact, that a large

majority of its best scholars have left the school, for more active

spheres of labor. The order in the school was generally good,

although toward the close of the term, we saw some signs of relax-

ation in discipline. The final examination was quite satisfactory ;

some of the scholars showed a degree of attainment in their studies

which proved that they at least had been interested. The register

of this school showed that there had been much tardiness during

the term, which is another proof of want of interest in the school.

The whole number of scholars belonging to this school, was 53.

Average attendance, 45.

The Centre School was taught by F..W. Pelton, of Union Col-

lege. Having taught a private school in the same district the au-

tumn previous, and, with the addition of some good ' scholars from

the East district, we, at the commencement of the term, anticipated

this school would be, on the final examination, the best in town.

In this, we regret to say, our expectations were not realized. There

was a want of dignity of deportment, and stability of character re-

quisite to command the respect due to a teacher. Consequently,

the order was not good. In this school, there were 20 scholars over

15 years of age ; and nearly all of them good scholars at the com-

mencement of the term. The large girls evinced the greatest de-

gree of improvement : which we account for by their receiving an

undue share of the teacher's attention. The first class in Grammar,

Mental Philosophy, and Reading, were good. The smaller portion

of the school, for the want of good order and attention, manifested

but very little, if any, improvement. But 36 out of 52, were pres-

ent at the final examination. The average attendance, 44.

The South-East School was taught by Miss Lucy Barnard. Of
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her qiinlifications, we have already spoken. Although this school

is not large, it has ihe reputation of being a hard school to govern.

The teacher has undoubtedly labored very faithfully, and we think,

with a good degree of success. The order was creditable. The

large boys always behaved respectfully whenever the school was

visited by the committee. Yet we fear that their conduct has not

always been what it ought to be. If our schools were graded, and

a few large boys taken from this school, we think it w^ould be a very

easy school for a female to teach in the winter, as well as summer.

This school has already kept 18 weeks, a term quite too long, we

think, to be profitable. The whole number of scholars belonging

to this school, was 38. Average attendance, 28J.

PRIMA.RY SCHOOLS.

The South School was taught by Miss A. H. Barrett. We expect-

ed much of this school, but it exceeded our expectations. We con-

sider this a model school. The whole number of scholars was 45.

The average attendance, 36^|.

The Centre School was taught by Miss Abby Holden, and was

what we might expect from the well known character of its excel-

lent teacher : good order, and a consequent good improvement,

wei'e the characteristics of this school. The whole number of schol-

ars was 51. The average attendance, 43.

The West School was commenced by Miss M. A. Stone. But

Miss S. being called to another sphere of labor, it was continued by

Miss H. A. Butler. Miss B. found the school quite disorderly, but

she finally succeeded in establishing order. The school prospered

well under her instruction. The whole number of scholars in this

school, was 57. The average attendance, 39.

In conclusion, we wish to express our most earnest desire for the

welfare of our common schools. That their course should not only

be onward in the intellectual training of our children, but that they

be made to give them such moral and religious sentiments and

character as will make them, when they shall occupy our places,
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safe guardians of society, and the free institutions of our govern-

ment. Finally, we think we cannot do better than to transcribe a

Section or two, from the Statutes of the CommonweaUh.

"It shall be the clnty of the prcsiilcnt, professors, find tutors of the University

at Cambridge, and o( the several colleges, and of all preceptors and teachers of

academies, to impress on the minds of (-hildren and youtli, c(jmniittt'(l to tlicir

care and insiruction, the principles of i)iety, justice, and sacred regaid to truth,

love to tlieir country, humanity and uiiiverral benevolence, sobriety, industry,

and frugality, chastity, moderation and tempeiance, ar.d those other viriuvs

which are the ornament of human soci(.'ty, and the basis upon u hidi a rcpul)li-

can constitution is founded; and it shall l)e the duty of such instructors to

endeavor to lead their pupils, as tlicir ages and cajiacitics \\\\\ admit, iiito a clear

understanding of the tendency of the above-mentioned vii lucs to preserve and

perfect a rcpulilican constitution, and sec ure the l)lessings of lilici ty. as ^ell as

to promote their future happiness, and also to point out to them the evil

tendency of the opposite vit cs."

It shall l)e the duty of the resident ministers of the gospel, the selectmen,

and the school committees, in tlic scver.d towns, to exert their influence, and

use their best endeavors, that tiie youth of tlieir towns shall regularly attend

the schools cstablisiied for their instruction."

[Chap, 23 : Sec. 7 and 8.]
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Names of Scholars that have been neither absent nor tardy

WINTER SCHOOLS.
NORTH SCHOOL.

Martha C. Harris
Mary J. Harris

Mary A. Harris

Abbic M. Cliaffin

Sarah S. Harris
Harriet A. Harris
Emily A. Phillips

Frank Handley
Abram Handley
George N. Pierce

Charles G. B. Dudley
Albert Eouillard

EAST SCHOOL.

Carrie H. Smith
Alice E. Davis
S. Augusta Davis
Sarah J. Eobbins
Susan M. Smith
Eben H. Davis

SUMMER
NORTH SCHOOL.

Mary J. Harris
Sarah S. Harris
Georgianna Reed
Charles C. P. Dudley
George N. Pierce

EAST SCHOOL.

Martha C. Harris
Abby P. Wheeler

PRIMARY
WEST SCHOOL.

Charles Green
Chauncy Puller
William Billings

SOUTH SCHOOL.

Emery Lothrop
Alvin M. Lothrop
Albert Lothrop
Aaron Tuttle

Meldon S. Giles

Daniel S. Davis
A. Henry Smith
J. Albert Giles

Everett Wheeler

CENTRE SCHOOL,

Abbie B. Pletcher
Mary M. Tuttle

Augusta S. Miles
Mary E. Spaulding
Charles P. Spaulding
Hugh Murray
Harland P. Noyes
Henry D. Parlin

WEST SCHOOL.
Abigail M. Coffin

Sarah P. Whitney
Ann M. Stcckwell
Caroline Puller

Ellen A. Brigham
Lucy J. Coolidge

SCHOOLS.
CENTRE SCHOOL.

Rachel Sawyer

SOUTH SCHOOL.

Rozilah Reed

WEST SCHOOL.

Hellen A. Brigh-am

Ann M. Stockwell

Mary L. Stevens

Mariette Bowers
Mary J. Woodbury

SCHOOLS.
CENTRE SCHOOL.

John Conden
Frank Johnson
Lewis Tuttle

Edwin Wilkins
Quincy Pletcher

Otis Porbush
Henry Hanscom
Harriet Tuttle

Martha Jones

Lora Jones



Districts.
Teachers.

Length.
Wages

pr.

mo.

Amount.

1
Whole

No.

Average.

1
Over

Fifteen.

1
Under

Five.

O U iVllYXJliXV.

TToefxLasi. ivi. A. xioiQen. of <8ii A no 4t;h9 'lO

vv est. £j, JN, liiaiscieii. 92 1 9 nn sn 7

iVi. iL. otone. ^ 1 1 D,UU ^^9 nn

iNorin. Lucy Barnard. Of ^9 nn /in OO 4.

v^enire. Abby Hoiden. A
'± 1 on fin nn 7n 54- ft

(J

OOUIII. ±1. ±>arrett. A 1 fi^ 9Pi Di/ 40 1 n

o. xLast A. Ju. xJalcom. Q 1 io,uu 40,OU 9fi 0120 A
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L. Conant, Jr. Q 3 ^n nn mi 9Fi y1 141 0 9
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v^eiii.re. r. W. Jrelton.
QO AH lUo,UU 44 OA

Lucy Barnard. QQOO 9QZo 0 0

TOTAT 184,50 fi08 75 971 230 67 5

PRIMARY.

South. A. H. Barrett, 3 14,50 43,50 45 36 4

West. H. A. Butler. 2i 14,00 38,50 57 39 6

Centre. A. H. Holden. 3 14,00 42,00 51 43 4

Average wages of Males, per month. ^34,10 ; of Females, ^(13,54.

Town School Tax, ^1100,00 \ amount received from Stffte Fund, ^77,31.


