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REPORT.

The School Committee beg leave to present their
to the
report to the men and women of Acton
readers and thinkers

— the friends of

—

free schools

and

free institutions.

We

have sometimes thought that school reports

were a little too much like 4th of July orations.
While the latter make the welkin ring with the praises
of our civil privileges, our mighty deeds and our
glorious Union,

thanking

the former

God and

are

equally earnest

our pilgrim fathers

in

for the estab-

lishment of free schools, where the rich and the poor

meet together on common ground.

We

repent of the thought, and hasten to

make

all

due confession.

Recent events, a particular examination of the census, as well as our own every day
experience, convince us that too

be said

in

favor of

common

much cannot

well

schools as the great

means of perfecting and perpetuating among us the
blessings of civil

and religious

liberty.
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We

are

more and more convinced

that bigotry

and

and degradation, go hand in

superstition, ignorance

hand together while liberty, freedom, righteousness
and peace, wait on the footsteps of wisdom, and
follow in the train of free schools, and a liberal system
;

of universal education.
In the olden time,

"

My

was spoken by authority

it

people perish for lack of knowledge."

How many men

equally true to-day.

ing around

this fair,

God has

It is

are daily stalk-

green earth, dead to

surroundings in which

—

all

placed them

of the glorious aspirations, the deep,

the grand
;

to

many

unspoken and

unspeakable joys by which the well-trained, the thinking, loving

The

mind

is

ravished

general voice ot community

is

of a thorough and practical education.

now in favor
The success-

man, in all the walks of his life, is trained for his
work is brought up to it. It is the high praise
of our New England schools that they fit our boys
and girls for any business. It is in them that our
children learn and begin to practice that self-respect,
self-reliance and self-knowledge which will be their
ful

;

only sure support in

all

their future lives.

Here they

are fitted for the field or the workshop, the place

of business or the

Here

in Acton,

halls

of legislation.

our children are blessed in the be-

ginning with healthy bodies, strengthened and developed by labor, while their minds are prepared for
action by study in the school, and reading and think-

ing at home.

Our whole

We

life is

become a strong people.
We overcome our sava victory.

age climate and our
old

thus

sterile soil,

and make our loved

town the home of m^n, the spot

to which, of all
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the world, her children look with a

mon

love,

and

which

to

—

their

thrill

of no com-

wanderings over

—

they return as to a father's house and a mother's home.

The
if

not

town have always made

people of

this

generous

appropriations for the support of

schools, ever since

we knew them,

thirty years

fair,

ago

;

and during the lapse of that age, there has been, in
many things, a visible improvement. A hasty comparison of that time with the present

will,

was

we

trust,

Then, there

be neither unpleasant nor unprofitable.

^600

raised for the support of schools,

— now

Then, we had four districts and four schools
now we have six districts and nine schools. Then,
a man could be hired to teach for fifteen or twenty
dollars a month, and boarded for six dollars
now
thirty dollars is thought cheap, and board is from
01500,

—

—

Then, our popuwas one thousand
now seventeen hundred.
Then, the prudential committee picked up his teacher
wherever he could find him, or, more frequently,
perhaps, the teacher sought out the committee and
the school began without examination, went on without supervision, and ended when the money was gone
the minister, as a matter of charity, and a few friends,
to show their interest, gracing the closing scene
now, the State is making great efforts to supply richly
qualified teachers, and pay well a committee chosen
by the town to take the entire charge of all the
schools.
Then, not half (he teachers could tell
twelve to sixteen dollars a month.
lation

—

;

exactly their whole

number of scholars, or

the average

attendance, and sometimes not even their

names

—

now, the number, names and ages are matters of
record, as are the days of attendance, tardiness

and
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Then, the teacher was accountable

absence.

body

particular.

in

he did well,

If

his

cherished in the hearts of the favored
if

otherwise,

it

was soon

requires and pays well for a

count of

all

scholars

Now

forgotten.

to no-

memory was

—

the State

and particular ac-

full

the schools, to be preserved as a matter

of history forever.

Thus, you can see

at

made rapid
we have greatly

once

that,

while our school

system has

progress toward perfection,

while

increased in population, in

schools and scholars, whi!e the mines of California
liave

reduced the value of money one-half, our ap-

propriations have not been trebled, when they should
have been four times as much as thirty years ago. In
farther proof of this, we would state that the cost

of private instruction, to

deficicnces in the

amounted to about ^400 annually.
'J 'he ,^1500 raised by the town was divided as follows
$SdO each to the three hirge districts, and $200 each

town

^

make up

schools,

to the small ones.

school

money was

This

the rccoriled vote.

is

The

formerly divided by giving the

large districts $177, as often as the small ones have

^135; but
good

it

was found

in its day,

made

in the large districts.

money by
ancl

then

that this plan,

the schools altogether too short
It

was proposed

J(135 to $\17'
the two plans.

the

remainder

There was

little

Our Summer schoob were
favorable circumstances.

and well

qualified teachers

We

all

to divide the

$33 1-3 each,

giving the large districts
dividing

though very

in

the old

way,

difference between

commenced under

had

faithful,

— young

energetic

women

devoted
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heart and soul to an important calling

comparative

;

it

seemed

make even a

almost impossible that they should
failure.

Their success was great, as was also their labor

and

Before noon and afternoon, they

their anxiety.

toiled

continually

and when

;

came, which

night

should bring sleep to the weary and rest to

all,

ceased not in their work, but kept school

in

dreams, actinoj over aojain in the

nii^ht

they
their

watches the

scenes of the ever busy day.

There

is

one drawback on our schools which even

continual labor and untiring energy cannot overcome,
viz

:

the absence of scholars during the berry season,

Berry picking

is

be done away.

an

institution of

Acton, and cannot

and especially
our schools, must bow to it.
Is this to be wondered
at, when we remember that the scholars comprising
our schools, both great and small, hasten to the
pastures, and hail the first ripening berry with noisy
glee ? and remember, too, that they can earn daily
from twenty-five cents to two dollars through the
All our calculations,

season of eight or ten weeks

Our

tendance, which

we

of

May

way of avoiding, while
commencing them about the
The most desirable remedy

see no

the present custom of
first

?

schools are thus ruined by irregularities of at-

continues.

we can think of is this let all the Summer schools
commence about the last of March and continue for
:

twelve weeks, closing about the

commencement of
this

first

the berry-picking

of July, at the
season.

Let

be called the Spring, or long term, and be con-

sidered to belong
scholars.

more

particularly

In September, let there

to

the larger

commence another
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term of about eight weeks, to be devoted to the
smaller scholars of the district, while the larger and

more advanced

have an opportunity to attend a

shall

high school.

People not conversant
school-room are not

fully

connected with

things

If they were, they

stay at

home

reason at

v^ith the business of the
aware of the many annoying

suffer their children to

for small reasons,

and

layed, the teacher discouraged,

of

and often

for

no

Classes are broken up, lessons are de-

all.

all

Some

school thrown into disorder.
larities

attendance.

of

irregularity

would not

the

work of

of these irregu*

attendance can easily be

remedied by

parents and others interested in the school, but those

of the berry season are incurable, and for these the
better

way

will

be to change the time of commencing

the schools as suggested above.

We

think this plan has

many and

great advantages

over the custom of continuing the schools through
the blazing heat of our burning
first

place. Spring

and

able seasons for study

;

Summers.

Fall are by far the

In the

most

desir-

next, the necessity for private

and perhaps improper
be done away entirely, every season

schools, taught by irresponsible,

persons, will

having

its

scholars in

appropriate school
all

wide awake

;

and, finally, the large

the various parts of the

we have ever yet enjoyed.
One subject connected

with our

which caused us no

anxiety,

little

of dividing the schools in the
first,

we were

town

will

be

for Fall schools of a higher order than

Summer

duties,

was the question
At

large districts.

strongly inclined to follow in the foot-

steps of our illustrious predecessors,

and divide the
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on the part of the teachers
of their abiUty to manage the whole number, and
with more satisfaction and less labor and care than
when they were only partially under their control.

schoolsj but the assurance

Our experience

in the

West

district,

and, finally, the

way we could add considerably to
Summer term, without shortening

fact that in this

the

length of the

the

Winter school, induced us
schools in the three large

ought

to say further, that

to

try

the plan of single

districts.
it

And perhaps we

gave us opportunity to

protest most earnestly against the
of sending to school little toddhng

common
infants,

practice

merely as

would seem, for the sake of getting them out of the
for no one pretends that the little knowledge
they gain is worth a thought
and what is more,
it

way

—

—

very serious injury

is

often done, both to their bodily

powers and mental capacities.

Our

deliberate opinion

is

that, so

far

health

as

of body, strength of mind, progress in education,
and success in life are concerned, children should
never see the inside of a school house until they are
full six

Let them run the

years of age.

over the

fields in

streets,

roam

search of flowers, laugh and scream,

skip and play like

little

lambs, consolidate their bones,

strengthen their muscles, and develop

their

whole

system, by active and incessant exercise, which

is

so

natural to the young, before they are put to that most

laborious of

all

work

— head work.

our children learn nothing in

all

It is

asked, shall

these years

sure, they will learn a great deal, at

any

?

rate,

great business of the parent will be to see to

they learn nothing injurious or erroneous

To

and the
it

— they

that
will

have "schools and school-masters," enough of them,
2

be
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them be good and true. Let them learn of the
brooks and stones, of the woods and fields, of bird
and beast, under the care of father or mother, or
older brother or sister
but never let them take first
lessons in places of public loafing.
As a matter
of recreation, let them learn the names of all sorts
of letters, and begin to form little words, before
entering a school house.
Let them look forward
let

;

with joyful expectation to the school, as the academy-

boy does to college. The office, then, of the Summer
teacher would be shorn of half its trials, and relieved
of

much

of

its

irksome labor.

With the Winter schools and

their teachers,

we

have good reason to be well pleased generally. We
have no reason, as formerly, to complain of their
The whole of them were
profanity or dissipation.
entirely free from the vile and filthy practices of other
days

— the use of rum and tobacco — although some

of them have recently abandoned the
were, in

and

general, well qualified,

latter.

faithful,

They

laborious

successful.

GENERAL REMARKS.
The

oflace

of town committee, although an honor-

no sinecure. A man must earn all
while he receives the weight
the money he
the thanks of the
of his reward in something else
and the good
the
teachers,
of
friendship
parents, the
able one,

is

really

gets,

:

will

of the scholars.

We
fifteen

have had under our care, during the year,
teachers.
Our intercourse with them, and our

labors in their schools, have been very pleasant, and
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all

suggestions and requirements have been received

with the

manly

The

kindest feelings.

committees aided us

Some

style.

in the

several

prudential

most cordial and gentle-

much

of them devoted

of their

time to the schools, and by their influence, in word

and deed, added much

the value

to

Our

of their several schools.

and success

great, and, indeed, our

only trouble has been the result of imperfections in

government.
ineflicient,

This has been sometimes feeble and

sometimes hasty, passionate and irregular,

but generally good, gentle, parental and almost perfect.

WEST SCHOOL.
W. Stevens, Prudential Committee.
The Summer term of this school, commencing
May 12th, was entrusted to the care of Miss Martha
Levi

She is a teacher well known and valued
Thorough in her teachings, gentle, patient,

A. Keyes.
here.

kind, yet very decided in her

pected

much

of her, and

that our expectations

was always

it

government,

we

ex-

gives us pleasure to say

were fully realized. Her school
and studious, and none the

orderly, quiet

less so after the aclditioii to

her number of the scholars

from the primary school.

!t

this school

commenced

vv^ill

be remembered that

in separate departments, but

the teacher of the small school found her task difficuh,

and so nearly impossible
weeks, she sought another

field of

taking the whole number.

The

and

profitable during the

after

that,

labor

in

all

trial

—

of two

Miss Keyes

school was pleasant

The examiGood improve-

whole term.

nation was pleasant and satisfactory.

ment was shown

a

the

studies.

particularly the classes in English

We

grammar.

noticed

With
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the school and the teacher, the committee and the

have good reason to be well pleased. The
term was 12 weeks, with an average attendance
whole number 72, of which 8 were under 5
of 61
district

;

years of age.

The Winter term of this school was commenced
by John C. Hale, who had just closed a very successful term of private instruction.
And such a term
It was a promise in full of what we should witness in
his present effort,
first

the school went smoothly on the

half of the term, when, on account of his great

down in
generally much

labor of body and mind, Mr. Hale broke

By

health.

anxiety

though,

was

and scholars
and many fears as

parents
felt,

believing

the

it

confidently e'xpected a

effect of

full

to the result;

hard labor,

recovery.

we

This was a

great and unexpected stroke on this school, for where

man be found to fill the place of John C.
One good young man attempted the thing,
Hale.
found
the task too much for him.
This has long
but
could the

been the best school in town, and would be now, had
it been carried on through the term in the manner
and spirit in which it commenced.
The Primary School was taught by Miss Anna
Hay ward, of Boxborough. She has had great experience and has long been known to us as a very
It was on this account that the
successful teacher.
prudential committee made so great an effort to
It is not enough to say that,
obtain her services.
under Miss Hayward's management, it was a pleasant
and profitable school it was truly delightful though
with other teachers very disorderly and uncomfortablcc
The school was all we could ask, in government,
;

;
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and

instruction,

of

results.

We

would

we saw and heard during

all

like

speak

to

the examination

—

grammar,
means
least, the pleasant and appropriate songs
all were
There were
good, and most of them very good.
present 36 scholars and 50 spectators
all interested
and gratified. Average number of scholars, S3
whole number, 42.
the reading and spelling, arithmetic and

geography and declamation, and

but by no

last,

—

—

;

SOUTH EAST SCHOOL.
William Conant, Prudential Committee*

The Summer term of this school was commenced by
Miss Mary Hosmer, and under apparently favorable
The district seemed pleased with her, and
auspices.
the committee and her friends expected much of her.
For the
well,

first

but,

as

and

trouble,

whatever

part of the term, the school went on
if

this

was fore-ordained to
must be wrought out at

district

their destiny

cost, the school

began

to fail in interest

and

diminish in numbers, until the teacher wisely deter-

myied to bring it to a sudden end. Miss Hosmer
was well qualified to teach, and we fondly hoped to
see her rise and take her stand among the good and
useful

of her

teachers of the town.
failure are

The

well understood

causes

alleged
in

the district.

Whole number of scholars, 17; average number, 11.
The Winter School was entrusted to the care
Mr. Baker
of Greenleaf C. Baker, of Waltham.
apphed

for

the

Centre School, but the committee,

after a careful examination, advised

mence a

him not

school so large and difficult

;

to

while

comwas

it

suggested that he might do well, perhaps, in a small
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A

one.

mighty hue and cry was raised among the

friends of

Mr. Baker that the committee had greatly
to make
we were not

amende

wronged him, and we, wilHng

the

honorable, conscious that

infallible,

his

second application, permitted him

school on these conditions

:

to

go into

that he should

on
this

spend the

then intervening time in earnest preparatory study,

should go into the school for a fortnight on
if

he did well, should go on with the school

he was to leave

at that

time without pay.

;

trial

if not,

His term

we know,
were
satisfied.
Soon,
however,
the people
trouble
began to appear, and we do not say there was not
of

trial

passed off pretty well, and, so far as

some reason

for the

complaints.

The committee,

desiring to do the lair thing, permitted the district to

decide the matter in a meeting called for the purpose.

They

voted, by a very small majority, that Mr.

should

continue his school.

have been well

The

wise.

for

We

believe

it

Baker
would

him had the decision been other-

school

could

not have

been a very

pleasant one for him, and certainly not for us.

At

we heard some very good lessons
and declamations. A few had made good improvement
but all the while, we were painfully reminded
the examination

—

that, out

present.

of thirty-eight scholars, only twenty-two were

An

increase of practical knowledge and a

chastened self-esteem would be of great service to

Mr. Baker.

We

kindly suggest the study of

Mason

on Self-knowledge.

EAST SCHOOL.
David Wetherbee, Esq., Prudential Committee,
This school,
J.

in

Summer, was taught by Miss C.

Bobbins, of this town.

Miss Bobbins enjoys the
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reputation of an excellent teacher, which she has well

earned

in

where.

her former efforts in this town and else-

She

well qualified, fond of the business, lov-

is

ing and pleasant, though sufficiently earnest and decided in the school-room.

It is

no wonder that she

is

greatly beloved by her scholars, and highly esteemed

by

all

who know

pretty face, but

can

A

her.

kind word

resist their genial influences ?

labor,
to

better than a

together,

who

Certainly not the

Everything that

scholars in the East School.

do

is

when they both come

faithful

thorough teaching, and good government could

make

this

was done, and done

a superior school

it not been
for
shadow of a shade
would have rested on its fair fame. At one time it
was well nigh broken up by the many absences and the

earnestly and constantly, and

had

the berry season," not even the

constant calls to be dismissed, by those

who

professed

was a school of which the
teacher may well be proud, and with which the
committee and the district have abundant reason to
to attend.

After

all,

it

be well pleased.

The Winter

school was taught by Augustus B.

Clarke, of Dartmouth College.

— —

He

is

a studious and

young man pleasant, modest, and winning
manners
disposed to recognise and acknowledge the rights and the manhood of every one, and
particularly of his scholars.
This kind and generous
feeling led him into the only trouble occurring in his
school. He was, undoubtedly, too lenient and too gentle with scholars who were not prepared to value his
gentleness and forbearance
so that, when he found
himself forced to use something harder than mere words,
there was a disposition to question his authority. We
scholarly
in his

;
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are happy to say, however, to the honor of humanity

and

in general,

this district in particular, that, as

as the matter was fairly understood, the teacher
heartily

sustained

by a vote of the

soon

was

district nearly

went on prosperThe scholars were studious and obedient, the
ously.
teacher earnest and faithful, good progress was made,
and decided improvement manifested in all that makes
The appearance of the school at
a school desirable.
examination showed these facts to the parents and the
committee. The reading was good the recitations
in geography, arithmetic and natural philosophy, very
good.
We could not fail to see that the whole affair
was prepared beforehand, however; so that, in many
of the exercises, it was rather an exhibition than an
examination. The declamations and compositions deserve particular notice and commendation, especially
the latter.
They showed a desire to improve and
determination to excel worthy of all praise.
unanimous.

After

this,

the school

;

SOUTH SCHOOL.
Luther W. Piper,
The Summer term of

Prudential Committee,

this school was taught by
Clark,
of
Concord.
She is an excelTryphena
Miss
lent teacher, and has enjoyed that reputation for a
Her
number of successive terms in this school.
number was quite large, although so nearly of the
same size that they seemed to have sprung up in one
crop together. Miss Clark had a laborious Summer's

seemed sometimes almost too much for
yet, by her gentleness, her patience
and perseverance, she performed the difficult and
trying duties of her office in a manner which called
work, and

it

her strength;
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forth the praise of her employers, the approval

provement, behaviour,

an{l

of the

The im-

committee, and the love of her school.

general good appearance

of the school, were sources of great satisfaction to
interested in the welfare of the school

all

and the success

of the teacher.

The Winter

school

was taught by Willard

S.

Heath,

This school has not been

of Dartmouth College.

manner for a series
For a number of terms, it was governed
of years.
on the knock down principle, with great noise and

managed

The

bluster.

—

in

best possible

the

next effort was quite in the other extreme

gentleness, good will, and kind words

all

of which was a

failure.

— the result

Mr. Heath, forewarned and so

forearmed, went to his work prepared and determined
to rule supreme, at

This

decision

entire

whatever cost of labor or pains.

being

fairly

before

set

school,

and implicit obedience was im-

submission

modiately and cheerfully rendered to

The

the

result of this action

all

requirements.

on the part of the teacher,

joined with a hearty effort on the part of the scholars,

was

ail

excellent

school

from

beginning

to

end.

Good order, and earnest study, were the leading
marks of this term. The attention of teacher and
school were directed to the common branches, as it
should be.
Mr. Heath is, without a doubt, the best
teacher this district has had for many a year, and with
him, or such as he, whatever
present

is

fair,

glorious promise.

and

satisfactory.

grammar deserve
3

may be

and the future

full

its

history, the

of bright and

The examination was very pleasant
The classes in physiology and
particular notice

;

while other exer-
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were generally good, these were excellent. Appropriate and well-spoken declamations happily closed
ciscs

this interesting day.

The Primary

school was taught by Miss Charlotte

town, and

Faulkner, of

this

as a teacher

is all

scholars.

We

rejoice in the glad duty

form, and only wish

of her history, just as

our memory.

day of her

Her record

this district.

unwritten, save in the hearts of her

We
labor,

we

we now

it lies, all

fair

and beautiful in

perfectly sure, from the

felt

that

per-

could write the beginning

this

school

first

would be one

of great value. Well educated, earnest

in

her nature,

prompt and decided in government, fond of school
and apt to teach, she cannot fail, but must be an
eminent teacher. Her school was large, perfectly
It was a delightful
governed, and thoroughly taught.
school
and so thought not only the committee, but
The examinatson
the crowd of interested visitors.
was a pleasant time for all concerned
teacher and
scholars, parents and visitors.
We earnestly hope
this teacher may have abundant opportunity to labor
;

—

in her vocation as long as she desires.

CENTRE SCHOOL.
T. G. F. Jones, Prudential Committee,

The Summer term

of

school was placed in

this

care of Miss Jennie Harris, of this town.
favorably
last year.

known

She

is

as the teacher in the primary school

Although comparatively young, she

active and efficient teacher, a

is

an

good governess, and

well fitted for the difficult and responsible station in

which she was placed.

many

Her

school was very large,

of the children small, some too small for the
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She Was

school-room.

governess and

company

little

;

at the

same time teacher,

general overseer of her interesting
in

each of these capacities she ac-

manner which met the expectaShe labored faithfully, and
her school manifested all that improvement in mind
and manners which we would expect from earnest,
quitted herself in a

tions of her employers.

well directed and lon£?

continued

The

effort.

ex-

amination was well attended and highly satisfactory
to

concerned.

all

The

spectators

expressed their

scholars

for the pleasure

gratitude to teacher and

they had enjoyed, the evident improvement made, us
well as the fair promise of future progress.

The Winter term of this school was taught by A. S.
now of Westminster Academy. He taught an

Ingalls,

admirable private school here in the Fall, and after

much

urging, and frequent solicitation, finally con-

sented to undertake this

entered

this

difficult

work.

Mr. Ingalls

school with a great desire to go through

the Winter without

resort

and succeeded generally

in

to corporal

doing

so.

punishment,

He won

the

love and good will of his scholars, very early in the

term.
lightly

hand

We saw one morning a blooming girl, tripping
up to the desk, with a beautiful annual in her

— the

girl's gift

— and with a

as beautiful, presented

it

blush on her cheek

to the teacher.

We

saw

in

that act a fair promise of future good, and in the

was fully realized. Besides
this, and
other kind mementos, during the term,
there was presented by the young men, at the close
of the school, a fine copy of Shakespeare.
In many
schools the teachers awakened interest, and excited
to study by beautiful and appropriate gifts of books
course of the Winter

it

2Q
here the scholars spoke out their good
heartfelt

thankfulness, and

will,

their

enduring love, by

their

was a marked
happy in
directing the course of his scholars, in exciting them
to study and thought, by placing before them the
these

same tokens.

The

success.

This

school

teacher was

particularly

necessity of preparation for the great battle of

life

;

showing that work, labor, effort, and not rest,
is our calling and our glory; that this, too, is to be
done as a duty, because it is right, and not for the
clearly

pleasure

or the

praise.

Jn

this

way, the

Centre

school was kept up to the working point; so govern-

ment was

easy,

ticularly to

be noted

and obedience

natural.

It

that, in this school, the

branches were pursued with ardor.

is

par-

common

Reading, spelling

and defining, spelling by writing the words in a book,
were excellent exercises and pursued with great

Many

profit.

orally,

when

hesitate

a scholar,

will

spell quite well

mind divided, will
makes perfect.
geography were taught

called to write, his

and

Arithmetic,

who

blunder,

but practice

grammar and

and on the black-board, by explanation both
terse and diffuse, so clearly that even the most dull
and inattentive must have known and understood.
Other teachers may have been equal in labor, in tact
and aptness, to Mr. Ingalls, but certainly none
Others may have had better material,
superior.
orally

but none did more with such as they had.

The

ex-

amination was very spirited and satisfactory, and, for
the Centre district, was attended by an unusual

number of

visitors.

The Primary
Harris.

This

school was taught by Miss
is

M. Jennie

her third successive term in this
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and shows the estimation in which Miss Harris
She is at home among the
httle ones composing her scliool, and the familiarity
and kindly feeling existing hetween them was

school,
is

held in the district.

pleasant to witness, and beneficial in

The

its

influences.

was admirable, ten having

been

neither absent or tardy during the whole term.

The

attendance

examination was

well attended, and

showed

acceptable manner the order and

The performances were

school.

the singing especially, which

was

all

in

a very

progress of the
quite interesting,

all

the

more

pleas-

ant because unexpected.

NORTH SCHOOL.
R. Putney, PrudeiUial Committee.

J.

The Summer
Davis.

nation

school was taught by Miss Susan A.

Miss Davis passed a remarkably good examibefore

the committee, and

commenced her

school with a strong desire to do well, performing

her duties

faithfully

marked by good

and earnestly.

order, zealous study

The term was
and thorough

was always a cheering spot, this
we had little to do but enjoy
everything was so quiet, gende and
the visit
thoughtful, all around.
The examination was a
fine display of a very profitable Summer's eflfort.
It
does ones heart good to witness an examination
where everything is just what we like to see in
teacher and scholars, in behaviour and recitations.
All the exercises met our hearty approval.
Were we
to mention anything in particular, we would say the
reading and the classes in grammar merit a first rate
instruction.

North School,

—

notice.

It

for there
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The Winter term
Luther Conant,

Jr.,

of

this

school was taught by

who, although a young man,

is

an old teacher. He has been in the business some
and we can truly say of him, what cannot be said of many, that, while he was a good

eight years;

teacher from the very

power

ledge, capability and
since.

Some men

cellence in their

has been growing in know-

first,

first

the profession ever

in

their highest point of ex-

attain

eftbrt,

and, satisfied with their

honor already won, and
degree above mediocrity.

position, rest contented with

one

so keep along, just

Mr. Conant

It is not so in this case.

a working man.
proper place

is

emphatically

is

While he can do anything,

found in the school-room

thoughful, earnest, thorough and
school, under Mr. Conant's care,

and the parents arc

just

up

is

to the

;

his

there he

is

This

progressive.

no ordinary school,
mark, interested in

the progress of their children, supporting and encour-

aging the teacher,

by cheering words and pleasant

deeds, especially by seeing that the school

is

well

With such a school, and such
support, you may well ask, how can a man fail
attended every day.

of success

?

Rather ask,

and anxious thought

is

how much

called for to

earnest labor

meet

this great

demand of such a case. The government of this
Corporal
school was of the most desirable order.
punishment was entirely

set aside for a better w^ay.

was made to suffer pain, with the
hope that penitence would follow the infliction. The
pleasant fact is, there was such a continued and joyous interest in study, there was no time for play,

No

little

much

fellow

less

for

idleness

or

roguery

;

the

relation

of teacher and scholar was something like a good
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and just like a perfect school. The examination was a great day.
The committee had the
family,

best evidence they could ask of the success of the

performances, and in the crowd

the

school, in

all

of

assembled to witness them.

visitors

merits particular praise.

and

It

was done

The reading
in

distinct tone of voice, inflections

a

full,

clear,

and cadences

made

and correctly placed, and, finally,
random, in lessons not read previously, were spelled and defined with a rapidity and
clearness which would have done honor to older
heads.
In this fact, we saw one of the reasons why
skilfully

words selected

at

they read, so well.

ing

They read with

the understand-

and voice.

The grammar

as well as the eye

were

showing very clearly that even
little fellows can have a good knowledge of grammar.
We can mention only one other class, that of physithis was a fine company of girls.
ology
Their
recitations gave great satisfaction.
The day was
classes

excellent,

;

on the part of the school, by a good selection
of appropriate and spirited declamations and recitations, and, on the part of the spectators and comclosed,

mittee, with

more hearty expressions of

and praise than we often hear

—

all

satisfaction

of them richly

The attendance was excellent, being
more than ninety per cent. Number of
visitors at the examination, 68
attendance, 35
whole number, 38 average number, 34 26-31.
If we have failed in any degree to do ample justice
to all the good schools and excellent teachers, in this
report, let it be our excuse that it was written in odds
deserved.

a fraction

;

;

and ends of time, under the pressure of the weariness
and anxiety of our business. If we have not been
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sufficiently plain in
is

because mercy

speaking of

is

faults

and

failures, it

sometimes better than justice

—so

good
over even a com-

that while our hearts leap for joy in witnessing a
eftbrt

— we would

gladly pass lightly

parative failure.

Wc now close by
remark.
We ought

a word or two of suggestion and

to raise more money and choose
committee
to watch over the expenditure.
good
a
Let the school-houses be put in good repair at the expense of the town, and see that the excellent rules

be put

for their preservation

Select

favor.

pure

in morals,

Let them be

good

in life

more and more

cherish,

practically

and, above

Let

governing their schools.
ians be

without too

the best teachers,

regard to price.

fear of

in force without

all

all,

much

educated,

capable of

parents and guard-

interested in the school,

and

Let them

honor and support the teacher.

watch over the evening employment of the children
and youth. Draw out the great table, spread it with
useful books and good papers, let the children read
and think, talk and study, while the father and mother

sit

smiling by, aiding and approving with

aging smiles and loving words
paradise for them and

you.

These children

it

will

will

;

make

encour-

home a

this

be joy and peace for

be educated somewhere.

Shall they be educated in the schools and around the

evening

fire-side,

or in the street and tavern

?

Let all parents remember there is one thing older
and dearer than church or school—a true home. It

make our New England homes more sacred
and more endearing that we plead for the school.
As you value life, liberty and honor, as you value

is

to
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your children and your homes,

peace and happiness

as you value

in the future,

earnest and steady support to the

give your

common

HARRIS COWDREY,
LUTHER CONANT, Jr.,
ADELBERT MEAD,

present
hearty,

school.

Commiiiee,

o

District.

Names

of Teachers.

Summer.
Centre,

Mary

West,

South East,

Martha A. Keyes,
Tryphena CJark,
S. Augusta Davis,
Mary L. Hosmer,

East,

Celeste J. Kobbins,

South,
North,

J. Harris,

©21 00

Total,

53
61
48
23
11
26

21 00
17 00
15 00

14 00
17 00
.«105

00S375 75 333 224

63-85
8-21

4
21-2
41-2
4

16-43
2-13
3-16
7-S

21-2
3 3-4

122 23

1-4

Winter.

Centre,

Wfst,
South,
North,

Albert S. Ingalls,
C. Hale,
Willard S. Heath,
Luther Conaut, Jr.,

§42 00 S126 00 5G 48
!

John

East,

A.B.Clarke,

South East,

Gicenleaf G. Baker,
Total,

44
42
88
42
42

00
00
00
00
00

96
126
142
126
133

00 54 47 1-55
00 43 36 8-10
50
34 26-81
00
40
50
24 21-71
I

20| 0

3

23 0
22 0

2 1-4

11 0
19 0
9 0

3 3-4
3

$250 00 $753 00 278 232 23-91 104

31-4
18 1-4

Winter Primary

Centre,

M. Jennie Harris,

West,

Anna Hay ward,

South,

Charlotte C. Faulkner,

S16 00 S56 00 51 43 7-76

Total,

Paid to Males, $753 00; to Females, $540

18 00
14 00

63 00 42 33 49-75
45 50 49, 40 5-71
1

$48 00 $164 50 142116 35-42

0 4
0 0

o!

4

31-2

31

314
1014

Average wages per montli of Male
Teachers, $41 66 2-3; of Females, $17 00.
Months taught by Males, 1814; by
Females, 331-2. Greatest number of Scholars in Winter, 420; average number, 348.
Greatest number of Scholars in Summer, 303 average number, 224 7-S9.
25.

;

