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REPORT.

The school year of 1858-9 is closed. As required

by the statutes, we shall give a detailed account of

the condition of each school in town, and also offer a

few suggestions, with a view to augment the usefulness,

and to extend the benefits of our educational system.

Your Committee felt, upon assuming the active super-

vision of your schools, that the town could not have

reposed in them a more important trust. And we
deeply regret that the pressure of business engage-

ments has trespassed upon the time that we would

gladly have spent, in more closely attending to the

performance of the duties and requirements of the

office. The past year has been one of general and

increased prosperity to our schools. With a single

exception near the close of the year, all have been

respectable, and most have made excellent advance-

ment. With another preliminary remark, we proceed

to give the Annual Report of the state of each school.

And that is, that having carefully formed, we shall

freely express our opinions in regard to the several

schools, unbiassed by any partiality towards their

respective teachers, and without any special intention

to please or displease either parents or pupils, fully

confident that such is the only proper course.
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CENTRE SCHOOL.

The intermediate department of this school for the

Summer term, the whole school for the Fall term, and

the primary department for the Winter term, have been

in charge of Miss Martha C. Harris, of this town.

Miss H. has commendable enthusiasm for her calling,

and exerts herself with zeal and an animation worthy

of the magnitude of her trust. Nor can we expect

any one to succeed in the business of teaching, with-

out a love for that vocation. Without this love for

the occupation, the daily care of the school soon

becomes tedious and commonplace to the teacher

—

a feeling quickly shared by the pupils. All three

examinations of this school have been well attended

by parents and others interested in its prosperity. The
first, especially, passed off admirably, and the appear-

ance of the scholars, the readiness of their answers,

as well as the recitations and songs, elicited warm
encomiums from all present.

The Fall term continued only seven weeks, and

the list of scholars upon the register comprised 66

names, a number too large for the most advantageous

manajjement of a single teacher. The close of the

Winter term displayed careful and thorough instruc-

tion on the part of the teacher, and corresponding

progress on the part of her pupils.

The primary department for the Summer term was

intrusted to the control of Miss S. Augusta Dole,

whose parents reside in the district. This teacher is

endowed with a good share of energy, and commenc-

ed her labors with a determination to excel. And

we have seldom seen a school to which the word per-

fect could be applied with so little qualification as to
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this. At every visit of the Committee, as well as at

the final examination, we found the order exactly up

to the mark, and a degree of interest and attention

altogether unlooked for in this grade of schools. The
examination was well attended, as most good ones are.

And this does much to make them good. Children

of a small growth as well as those of a larger, make
effort in all things, in proportion as the results of their

exertions are seen and appreciated. Wherever the

services of this teacher can be obtained we should

expect a first class school.

The Grammar department for the Winter term was

taught by Mr. C. Little, a student at Dartmouth Col-

lege. Mr. L. was highly recommended by Mr. Pike,

the teacher of the school the previous winter. This

is a very large school and one at the present time

containing but few advanced scholars. The degree

of interest excited in such a school depends in a great

measure upon the energy displayed by the teacher,

his tact in infusing a corresponding feeling, and his

readiness in illustration. But, primarily, no teacher

can expect to accomplish much, without persevering

and patient labor, and a hearty devotion to the welfare

o( iiis charge. The school appeared to be making

fair progress as the Committee judged, during the

first half of the term. Afterward the interest and

order seemed to deteriorate until, quite reluctantly, we
felt compelled to close the school. But few visitors were

present at examination, the exercises of which, though

showing some improvement, fell below the mark that

could reasonably be anticipated of this school. Had
the teacher been less sparing of his labor, we think far

better results might have been attained.
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WEST SCHOOL.

Prudential Committee, George A. Stevens.

The intermediate department of this scliool for the

Summer term, and the primary for the Winter term,

were instructed by the teacher of the previous year,

Miss Mary J. Harris, of this town, a lady who not only

enjoys, but merits a wide popularity as an able and

successful teacher. This school was in the hiiihest

degree satisfactory. The government was judicious,

and the efforts of the teacher for the improvement of

the scholars, faithful and unremitted
;
and, as might

have been expected, the pupils made a very percepti-

ble advancement. The examinations of both terms

were attended by a very large number of visitors, who
were not only pleased at the proficiency in the studies

pursued, but gratified at the manner in which the

Recitations, Dialogues and Songs were given.

The primary department for the Summer term was

taught by Miss Ann M. Stockwell, of this town and

district, who, though young and wholly inexperienced,

met with admirable success, not only in imparting

instruction, but in the equally important matter of

school discipline. The school at examination appeared

well, and as the classes of little ones passed in review

before the visitors, their appearance was the best

meed of commendation that could be bestowed upon

the teacher and her labors.

Winter term. This term of the school was placed

in the charge of Mr. Eugene L. Norton, a student at

Hanover, N. H. On entering the school room the

first day of the term, he found four boys on the side

of the room usually occupied by the other sex, thereby

forcing an equal number of the young ladies to occupy
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seats on the boys' side, or those on their own side

usually allotted to the smaller scholars. The teacher

very properly requested the boys to take their proper

places ; this they refused to do, and matters remained

in this state until the school was visited by the Com-
mittee, who at once directed each part of the school

to take their suitable position. We are satisfied that

this difficulty was the foundation for most or all of the

trouble experienced by the teacher in the manage-

ment of the school. The school when visited by the

Committee appeared orderly and attentive, and we
can see no reason why any pupil, inclined to advance

in study, could not attain that purpose with facility

and success. The examination was witnessed by a

large number of visitors, and gave general satisfaction.

There were some excellent specimens of Composition,

Declamation and Singing, which enhanced very much
the interest of the occasion.

SOUTH SCHOOL.

Prudential Committee, A. C. Handley.

The intermediate school for the Summer term, and

the primary for the Winter term, were placed in charge

of Miss Charlotte C. Faulkner, of this town and dis-

trict. Miss F. has been connected with one or the

other departments of this school for six successive

terms, and with marked success from the first. Her

reputation as a teacher, her warm interest in her

vocation, the ease with which she always maintains

almost perfect order, combined with the friendship

and regard she has gained to herself, both from parents

and pupils, have conspired to make this one of the

best schools of its grade in town. The last examina-
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tion is always the best. Were we to commend all

that attracted our attention at each examination, we
should review the whole list of studies pursued. We
mention in particular, the interesting Dialogues and

Declamations, and also the neatness with which the

writing books had been preserved.

The primary department for the Summer term was

instructed by the teacher of the previous Summer,

Miss C. E. Lothrop, who not only maintained, but

improved upon the excellent success of that eftbrt.

This school though large, when visited by the Com-
mittee always appeared quiet and orderly, and at its

close manifested good progress in all particulars.

Among the many pleasant features of the examination,

was a song by three little girls, who acquitted them-

selves with a grace far above their years.

Winter term. This term of the school was com-

mitted to the care and management of Mr. True J.

Perry, of N. H., a man who possesses a good share

of decision, and energy of character, with a fine

development of muscular power, all of which are

desirable, if not absolutely necessary, to obtain success

in this school. Many of its pupils sometime since

contracted the habit of reading rapidly, and conse-

quently indistinctly, a fault somewhat difficult to

amend. Mr. P. seems to have corrected this defect

quite effectually. His style of teaching was original

and practical, and appeared to incite the pupils to a

good degree of effort. While we gladly concede to

Mr. Perry a high degree of success, especially in the

government of his school, we think that a more care-

ful use of language on the part of the teacher, as well

as a more refined address and manner, would have



exerted a beneficial influence upon the pupils, and

added to the efficiency of the term. The school at

examination appeared well, with the exception that

the classes in reviewing their studies, had been per-

mitted to recite in concert, and no correction on the

part of the Committee, could obtain separate answers.

EAST SCHOOL.

Prudential Committee, E. Davis.

The Summer term of this school was taught by

Miss C. J. Robbins, this being her fifth successive

Summer term in this district. This teacher has the

power, to a rare degree, of conciliating and gaining

the affections of her pupils, and this being done, a

teacher has almost unlimited influence. Good order

follows as a matter of course, for the pupils instead of

watching for opportunities for idleness and mischief,

will strive to gain the approving smile of the teacher.

Children have warm hearts and active sympathies,

and are much more easily influenced and guided by

an afl^ectionate look, and a kind and approving word,

than by any cold and forbidding manner which pro-

duces avertion and fear. We have before adverted

to the attention paid to moral instruction by this

teacher, and were gratified to witness the care and

attention exerted, in forming the character of the pupils

after the highest models. The examination was well

attended and entirely satisfactory. Finally, the ap-

pearance and character of the school was such, as to

reflect honor, both upon the teacher and the taught.

Winter Term. This term was committed to the

care of Mr. E. H. Davis, a native of the district, at

present a member of Dartmouth College. Mr. D.

2



10

being quite young and comparatively inexperienced,

some anxiety was expressed by a part of the parents

in regard to the success of the school. By a digni-

fied bearing and earnest effort, the teacher soon gained

the respect and esteem of the pupils, and obtained a

good degree of success. The ratio of attendance

owing to the prevalence of an epidemic disease in the

district, was low, and consequently in some degree

impaired the efficiency of the school, which, however

at the close, displayed good advancement, and gave

full satisfaction to the district and Committee. We
take pleasure in recording the success of this teacher

and express the opinion, that if more of the young men
of this town, would fit themselves for, and enter upon,

the duties of teaching, the schools would not sufier

by the change.

SOUTH EAST SCHOOL.

Prudential Committee, Daniel Fletcher.

The parents in this school considered themselves

fortunate in obtaining the services of the teacher of

the same term for the previous year, Miss S. Augusta

Davis, who proved herself well fitted for the trust, by

the success of that effort. The parents, gratified at

the change wrought in the school, seem to take re-

doubled interest, judging from the average attendance,

and the number of visitors present at examination.

It is enough to say that Miss Davis's reputation as an

excellent teacher was sustained. This school was

quiet, energetic, and efficient. The teacher retained

the affection of her pupils, satisfied the district, and

received the congratulations and commendations of

the Committee.
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The Winter term was confided to the instruction of

Mr. Oliver Wetherbee, of Boxboro', who in years past

has completed two unfinished terms of school in the

South District, which terms the young gentlemen who
began, were unable to close, on account of mental or

physical sickness—it would be difficult to state exactly

which. With a competent and experienced teacher,

and interested school, and the prompt and hearty co-

operation of the parents, it would be almost impossible

to fail of a good school. The teacher gave much
time to the elementary branches, which he taught

with thoroughness and precision. We review the

history of this school the past year with pleasure, and

trust that its present promises of future merit may
be fully redeemed.

NORTH SCHOOL.

The Summer term of this school was committed to

the management and tuition of Miss Sarah A. Rouil-

lard, a resident of the district. This was her first

attempt at teaching, and we fear that some parents

witheld their co-operation for this reason. For our

part we believe that youth and inexperience are

neither faults nor failures, as none certainly can be to

blame for their age, nor, with any degree of propriety,

be said to fail, until they have had a fair opportunity

to try. And we presume it may be said of the most

experienced teachers, that they taught one school

without any previous trial. If parents were aware

how much a kind word would often do to inspirit a

teacher, and how indispensable their co-operation is

to the highest good of a school, they would sometimes

do very differently from what they do. In this school
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the pupils who were punctual and regular in their

attendance, and who yielded ready obedience to proper

requirements, made excellent progress. The school

room at examination was beautifully decorated, and

the exercises highly creditable. The whole school

had been drilled in classifying from the outline maps,

and the Reading and Parsing, as well as some spirited

Declamations and Recitations, merit particular notice.

Winter Term. Of this term for obvious reasions we
shall say but httle. If the advancement in this, and

preceding winter terms has fallen below the expecta-

tions of the parents, they should remember that such

a miserable, dilapidated, cold, cheerless, uncomfort-

able and lonely old school house is not the place to

look for anything remarkable. The pupils one day

the past winter, found a large supply of shavings, in

consequence of one of their number falling through

a defective part of the floor. Occasionally the boys,

out of school hours, amuse themselves by jumping

from the floor and touching the ceiling, a feat that

most of them can easily accomplish. There is no

place in the room, when there is a fire in the stove,

where a large class can stand in the floor to recite,

without a portion of its members being exposed to an

ordeal from which we all hope to escape. The loca-

tion of the stove is such that the radiation caloric is

very unequally distributed ; the pupils on the outside

ofthe room, receiving less, while those near the centre,

get more than their proper share. Indeed the house

may be comprehensively described as almost a perfect

model of what a school house ought not to be. How-
ever, as we do not desire to seem prejudiced, we will

add that the means of ventilation, though not exactly
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according to the modern plan, are very ample indeed.

The return required by law, to be made by the

Assessors of each town to the School Committee, and

by them, to the Secretary of the Board of Education,

gives the number of children in Acton, between the

ages of 5 and 15 years, as 886. According to the

registers kept by the teachers, 3 13 children of the above

ages, inclusive, were members (this requires two

week's attendance,) of the several schools during the

Summer term ; in Winter, the number was 4 greater.

By this, it appears that nearly one-fifth part of the

children in this town, between the ages of 5 and 15

years, did not attend school at all, or not long enough

to become members of the school. About 120 pupils,

either younger than 5, or older than 15, have belonged

to the schools some part of the year. The whole

number of children of all ages, who have belonged to

the schools the past year, is 433. The average

attendance, expressed in round numbers, for the year,

has been 317. These statistics show that the actual

attendance upon our schools, is only about two-thirds

of what it might, and should be. In other words the

schools have done but two-thirds the good, possible to

be done—but two-thirds the good, the community has

a right to expect, and which every proper considera-

tion demands. Of course, some allowance is to be

made for sickness and the exigencies of circumstan-

ces. But making all proper consideration for these

cases, enough remains to justify the remark, that

owing to the indifference or negligence of parents,

more than one-fourth of the money appropriated by

this town for the support of schools, is annually lost.

And what is of far greater importance, the children of
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this town receive but three-fourths of the benefit from

the schools, that they should. And it is useless to

disguise the fact, that in nearly all the six districts in

town, are one or more large families of children, who
are, from non-attendance at school and irregularity,

growing up with hardly an apology for the plainest Com-
mon School Education. In at least two of the districts,

this is the case within speaking distance of the school

houses. And where children are permitted to spend

their youth in idleness or roaming the streets, it re-

quires no spirit of prediction to foretell the end. They

may be considered candidates for some one of the

various classes of public institutions.

Now the public schools of Massachusetts are not

merely a privilege which the citizens of the state enjoy.

It is the imperative duty of parents, to improve every

opportunity to educate their children. It is the abso-

lute right of every child born in this land of Free

Schools, to receive as good an education as is possible

in the circumstances in which it is placed. The op-

portunity for a practical and judicious education, is a

priceless legacy, and one to which every Massachu-

setts born child has a title clear. And lastly, in refer-

ence to this subject, we cannot avoid feeling, when

we examine the figures of our school returns, when

we remember the instances that we have witnessed

of idle and truant children in our streets or in places

of public resort, when we reflect upon the trifling

causes that are thought of sufficient importance, to

justify the absence of the scholar from the school, and

that excuse him when his day's instruction is but half

completed, when we recall the cases where children

have been removed from school on account of some
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slight disaffection—that the child's richest birthright

has been denied him, and that the parent's most im-

portant duty has been left undone.

Another matter to which we would advert briefly,

is the growing practice of withdrawing children from

school for reason of some slight dissatisfaction, or

misunderstanding with the teacher, or disapproval of

the management of the school. And in these remarks

we would be understood as referring to no particular

school or persons. Jn most instances where children

are withdrawn from school, a friendly conference with

teacher or committee, or both, would remove all un-

pleasant feehngs and be much more advantageous

than any hasty course of action. Teachers are fal-

lible, and of course liable to mistakes ; but even when
the teacher is palpably in fault, we seriously question

the wisdom of parents, in the removal of their children

from school, without any attempt to arrange the diffi-

culty. In all future cases of this kind, we hope that

no parent will take a child from school without an

interview with the teacher, and then, clearly under-

standing both sides of the subject at variance, will first

make every needful effort to promote the harmony of

the school, and to give each child a full opportunity,

to experience all the benefits to be derived from it.

The last Report of the Board of Education, gives a

list of the towns in the Commonwealth, showing their

comparative liberality by the amount of money appro-

priated by each, for the education of each child in the

town, between the ages of 5 and 15 years. Nahant

heads the list, expending ^20,00 for the schooling of

each pupil. The scale descends gradually to New
Ashford, which gives the munificent sum of $1,50 to
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each scholar. Acton stands in the last half of the

table, 185 towns and cities voting more, while only 146

appropriate less. In 1856-7, Acton stood in the one

hundred and seventeenth place, thus falhng 15 places

in a single year. In '55-6, we held the one hundred

and eighth place. Other towns are increasing

their appropriations, and if ours remains stationary

we shall soon be very low upon the list. If the town

should see fit to increase the sum by ^200,00, we
could have three terms of twelve weeks, in each dis-

trict. In view of these facts, we respectfully request

the town to appropriate ^1700,00 the coming year

for the support of schools, remembering that no money

is so well expended, as that which is made to tell upon

the moral and intellectual improvement of your

children.

Before closing this hastily written report, we can-

not refrain from reminding those who, in the Provi-

dence of God, sustain the parental relation, that not

all the education that fits one for the practical duties

of life is obtained in the school room. The great

business of directing and training the moral and men-

tal powers of children, and forming the habits which

are to govern them through life, is not the work of

an hour or a day. Character is formed as the boy

said houses were built, "only one brick at a time." And

as you value the future happiness of your children, as

you wish to see them grow up to be useful and re-

spectable men and women, as you desire their support

and sympathy in your declining years, early instill in

their minds principles of truthfulness and integrity,

and above all, give them habits of industry,—teach

them to love work. The path of idleness is the path
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to ruin. Who of us can see children reared in habits

of sloth and indolence, without feeling that for every

child so reared, there is one ruined one the more.

A distinguished and successful Boston merchant

recently remarked, that " the young man who was

trained in habits of industry and economy, had the

Philosopher's stone, and it was his own iault if he

lost it."

The law recently enacted, to take effect from the

fir-t of July of the present year, making it the duty of

the Superintending Committee to select and contract

with the teachers, throws upon us weighty responsi-

bilities, in the performance of this sometimes diffi-

cult, and delicate duty, we ask the generous co-oper-

ation of tlie citizens, and invite a free expression of

their opinions concerning the necessities of the several

districts, and also their preferences as regards the

selection of teachers.

In conclusion, we earnestly hope that the people of

this town may ever strive to elevate the standard of

moral and mental culture, not only in their schools,

but in the whole community ; that they may fully ap-

preciate the importance ol" the subject, not only as

concerns the individual, but the common welfare of all.

LUTHER CONANT, Jr., )

A D E LB E RT M EAD, } Committee.

JOHN M. MILES, )

3



statistical Table for 1858-9.

District. Names op

TEACHERS

jhola
age.

be
CJ

>olin

(OV cc
Si
0 0

o
o
r1
u
<u

I3

ount

of

Wag
cc
c«
0
6

0

'*t

0

6
>^

to
au

over

15

yrs.

under

5
yrs.

.ength

of

Sc;

Mouths.

Am Ave 6
y<

6
J<

jfn 00 $48 00 3S 34 0 0 3
20 00 35 00 *e6 *59 2-3 1 6 1 3-4

12 00 36 00 38 34 0 7 3
18 00 81 00 54 3S 1-4 0 0 4 1-2

10 00 27 501 3) 27 0 8 3 3-4

18 00 72 00 47 41 0 0 4

14 00 5f? 00 45 S^ 0 5 4
15 no 60 00 29 13 1-5 2 2 4
18 00 72 00 37 29 4 4
18 00 85 50 34 29 1-4 ? 2 4 3-4

! S

Centre,

West,

South,

North,
East,

South East,

Centre,
West.
South,
Noith,
Ktist.

South East,

Centre,
West,
South,

Summer.
Martha C. Harris,

S. Augusta Do'e,
1 Mary .1. Han is.

j Ann M. Stockwell.

j
Charlotte C. Fau'kner,

) Caro'ine E. Lothrop,
Sarah A Koiiillaid,
Celeste J. Hobhins,
S. Augusta Davis,

Total,

WlXTEK.
Charles Litt'e.

Euirene L. Norton,
True J. IVrry.
Luther Coiiant, Jr.,
Eben H Diu i.?,

Oliver WetherLee,

Total,

Winter rniMAUY.
Martha C. Harris,
M. Ji-nnic Harris,
C. C. Faulkner,

Total,

S159 00J?573 00 358 291 7-10
,

4 34 33 3-4

$41 00 Sn2 75
45 00, 157 50
42 00 1 115 50
39 00 ; 137 00
3^ 00 120 33

68
45
44

1

43
401

44 OOl 130 00 4j!

47
37
37
37
31 1-2

2 3-1

3 1-2

I 2 3-4

! 3 1-2

2-3 9 0

15 19

70 26

12

60 20

20 25

20 1 18

$249 00, $773 08, 2761 230 1-3 93 1 0 18 2-3

$12 00 33 00, 45i
18 00 63 00 3^:

18 00 49 50 51

37 1-2

33 1-2;

41

2 3-t
!
31

i

15

3 1-2
i

82 42

2 3-1
1 as 9

$48 00 $145 50 135' 112 0 1

* Not included in amount, being a second term.

raid Male Teachers, $773.08; to Female Teachers. $71^.50. Average wages per month, of Ms
Teachers, $11.5); average do of Female re.ichcrs. *15.92. Months taught by Male IViiclieis.

2 3; do. by Female reachers. 45 3-4 (i'vatest number ot Sclio ars attending School iii Wint.

411; do. in Sum nt-r. 3')8. Average in Winter. 312 1-6; do. in .Summer. 287 1-2. I.'atio of iOtci-

ance for the year to the whoie iiumber of children in town between the ages of 5 and 16, fcN

pressed in decimals, 81. 6 10.

As some of the Registers for the past year have beon very hard to find, and were incompk
when found, we quote, for the benefit of Teachers, fiom the "enactments ol 1849, ;is loilow .':

" No School Teacher shall be entitled to receive payment for his or her services, until the lUi'

ter of his or her iichoo\—properly fillf/ vp anrt romplned. .shall Le deposited with the iSchoul Co:

mittee, or with such person as they may designate to receive it."


