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A VISION

We have all heard about the population explosion. According to

current statistics there is a new American born every six seconds. The
town of Acton, like many another community, is growing rapidly.

In 1765 the population of Acton was 611. In 1850 it was 1,605;

in 1900— 2,120; in 1940— 2,701; in 1945 — 2,869; in 1950 — 3,510;

in 1955 — 4,681; and the population in 1959 is estimated to be near

7,000. These figures mean that in the fifty years from 1850 to 1900

Acton's population increased 32 per cent. From 1900 to 1940 it increased

only 27 per cent. But from 1945 to 1955 — a period of only ten years

— the population increased 63 per cent. One estimate has it that the

figure may reach 25,000 by 1975.

It is apparent that the future responsibility for and development of

this town lies not only on the Planning Board but upon each and every

Acton citizen. All these people must be provided with adequate housing,

education, and proper social and recreational facilities.

The Minuteman who appears on our cover— a striking figure from

the past— watches in amazement the march of progress ; sees across the

years— a vision of future growth and expansion.

Today we are perhaps on the threshold of an era of rapid growth

such as the world has never known. Anyone who has seen the changes

in the town of Acton during the past ten, even five years is quite cog-

nizant of this era of growth— of more housing, more streets, more

schools, more places of business, more industries. This era of change

and growth is of course evident in our state, our country, and in our

world.

It is a complex world, but in it the individual is not forgotten, nor

is his community. Every citizen in every town and city in The United

States is important. He faces the challenge of the future— as did his

forefathers— with foresight, ingenuity, and courage. He endeavors,

through the operation of his local government, to make his community

a better and safer place in which to live.

In keeping with this theme of progress and planning, your Acton

Town Report Committee has featured this year two special reports —
one by the Planning Board and the other by the Industrial Development

Committee. Certainly there is a nostalgic pleasure in looking back into

the past, but we must also live in the present and constantly point toward

the future.

Each year, in a cycle of five years, the Acton Town Report will

feature two town departments. 1959 is the third year of the first cycle.
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THE TOWN OF ACTON

SELECTMEN'S REPORT

To THE Citizens of the Town of Acton:

We hereby submit reports of the several departments under the

supervision of the Board of Selectmen. Reports of Officers and Com-

mittees not found in the Town Report are on file in our office and are

open for inspection during regular office hours.

During the year 1959, forty-eight regular and five special meetings

were held in addition to meetings with many of the committees and

boards of the Town.

As pointed out in the past several reports, the one major problem

that continues to be most pressing is the increasing cost of municipal

serv^ices caused by the population growth of the Town and the continued

inflationary trend of the economy. The Greater Boston Economic Study

Committee report spells out quite graphically the trend. Although Acton

is on the fringe of the so-called outer band, the 1970 projections show a

decided increase in population. The 1970 projected figure of 8,100

seems very much on the low side.

The year 1959 saw the start of a comprehensive plan for the Town.

The continuation of this program as a guide to the future orderly growth

of the community is a must in the opinion of this Board.

The Board of Selectmen will sponsor an article this year for the

employment of a full time engineer. The need for such services to the

Planning Board, the Superintendent of Streets and the Selectmen is urgent

and immediate. Too often, subdivisions have been accepted by the Town
and the resulting problems from lack of proper inspection and engineering

have had to be remedied at considerable expense to the Town. This is

in no way to be construed as a criticism of the Planning Board but rather

as one of the problems arising from a rapidly growing community. It is

impossible for a volunteer group such as the Planning Board, no matter

how willing, to devote the numerous hours above and beyond the normal

serv^ices to a town and it is unfair to ask that any group of citizens be

required to donate more of their time without the professional help

that a full time engineer could offer.

The proposed Chapter 90 construction on Powder Mill Road was

not started this year because the engineering and awarding of the con-

tract by the State was not completed in time to start construction.

We have been advised that the Town's share for this project may have

to be increased and for that reason an article on Chapter 90 construction

this year will include both Main Street, South Acton and Powder Mill

Road.
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This Board is of the opinion that immediate steps should be taken

to incorporate a Department of Pubhc Works within the Town. The
co-ordinated use of man-power, equipment and so forth, would result

in a more efficient operation of the several departments involved.

An article will be inserted in the Annual Warrant to proceed with

the preliminar}' plans for the new fire station in South Acton. The
Selectmen have asked that a storage vault for Town Records and a meet-

ing room for the Finance Committee be incorporated into the plans

for this building.

The building program for schools, police station and the eventual

establishment of a public works area must yet be faced and these pose a

tremendous problem for Town Officials over the next few years.

The Board wishes to express its appreciation to all individuals, boards

and committees who have faithfully carried out their duties throughout

the past year.

Respectfully submitted,

CHARLES D. MacPHERSON,
LAWRENCE DONNELLY,
MARTIN S. MEIGS, JR.,

Board of Selectmen.



THE TOWN OF ACTON

SPECIAL PLANNING BOARD REPORT

The History of the Acton Planning Board

The Acton Planning Board was created by the action of the Annual

Town Meeting held on March 9, 1953. In the six years of its existence,

the Board has made many contributions to the orderly development of

the Town. Needless to say, many of the recommendations presented for

consideration by the Town have been controversial and much discussion

has resulted.

The Planning Board duties are outlined in Chapter 4l of the

General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. These duties,

broadly stated, comprise tu^o main areas of activity:

1, The supervision of new subdivisions.

2. The formulation of long and short range planning objectives.

The supervision of subdivisions is carried out by means of the Rules

and Regulations of the Planning Board, which are drawn up to fit the

general framework of the General Laws. These General Laws were

accepted by the Town in Article 28 of the Annual Town Meeting of

March 9, 1953.

The formulation of long and short range planning objectives is

carried out by means of regular, frequent discussions with the Board of

Selectmen, the Board of Health, the Police Chief, the Fire Chief, the

Finance Committee, the Industrial Development Committee, the Water

District, and other Town Boards and citizens' groups. The results of

these discussions have produced the Building Bylaw as well as drastic

amendments to the Earth Removal and the Protective Zoning Bylaw,

which was originally adopted December 16, 1953. With the rapidly

changing character of the Town, a continuous evolution of these important

bylaws has been required. There are indications that this evolution may

be even more rapid due to the construction of the new peripheral

highway. Route 110, west of Acton. The effect of this highway may be

similar to that experienced by towns along Route 128. The Town must

be prepared for this eventuality.

The Planning Board of 1953-1954, which was made up of the Board

of Selectmen for that year, approved thirteen subdivisions. Since there

were no rules for subdivision control at that time, there was little or no

attempt to monitor these subdivisions. Several of these early subdivisions

are still being developed today.

In 1954, the first five-man planning board was elected by the Town.

This board consisted of Robert Stow, Thomas Motley, Richard Gallant,

Frederick Whitcomb, and Aubrey Kretschmar. This board drew up the
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first rules and regulations for subdivision control. A total of five sub-

divisions were approved during this year.

A sum of money was appropriated by the Town for a study of

drainage problems.

In 1955, Robert Stow was elected to the one-year term remaining

as a result of Thomas Motley's resignation and H. W. Flood was elected

to the five-year term.

Five new subdivisions were approved by the Board.

A survey of town population growth with especial emphasis upon

school population was carried out in cooperation with the School Board.

A Building Bylaw was developed with the aid of a group of local

building contractors, and this code was adopted by the Town.

In the year 1956, C. Judd Farley was elected to the Board replacing

Robert Stow, who completed his term.

Three subdivisions were approved by the Board in 1956, and three

new roads were recommended to the Town Meeting for acceptance.

The Official Map of the Town was completed during the year and

adopted by the Town Meeting.

A series of similar street names in the Town were changed by the

action of the Town Meeting upon the recommendation of the Planning

Board. This section was instituted at the request of the Police and Fire

Departments, in the interest of improving emergency service.

A drainage problem in West Acton, near Willow and Summer
Streets, was studied and money was appropriated to provide proper flow

of surface water. This project was 70 per cent complete in 1956, and

subsequently finished in 1957. A drainage problem at the athletic field

of the Regional High School was studied and suitable drainage plans

were evolved.

A survey of the Town was made as an aid to SUASCO to determine

the water damage in the Town during the hurricane season. Little benefit

has been received as the result of this survey.

Several revisions to the Protective Zoning Bylaw were made by

the Town at the recommendation of the Planning Board.

In 1957, John Loring was elected to fill the term completed by

Richard Gallant. David Tinker was appointed for the remainder of

the year to fill the unexpired term of Aubrey Kretschmar, who resigned

after being elected to the Board of Selectmen. Mr. Kretschmar died

during his first year as Selectman. His dedication to Town affairs has
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served as an inspiration to many of the present members of the Planning

Board.

A total of four subdivisions were approved during the year. Ten

newly completed streets were accepted by the Town Meeting as a result

of the Board's favorable recommendation.

A drainage problem in South Acton was referred to the Board for

study. This problem, which had many legal and engineering aspects, was

discussed in a report to the Town in the Annual Report for 1957.

Further amendments to the Protective Zoning Bylaw, ten in number,

were recommended to the Town at two Town Meetings. Two of the

ten were not approved by the Town.

Extensive re\'ision of the Building Bylaw, from a fire safety stand-

point, was carried out with Chief MacGregor's help and adopted by the

Town Meeting.

In 1958, David Tinker was elected to the five year term while

David Stuart was elected to the vacant unexpired one year term.

A total of 18 roads were accepted by the Town Meeting upon the

positive recommendation of the Planning Board. Five new subdivisions

were approved by the Board during the year.

The Rules and Regulations of the Planning Board were extensively

revised, in the light of four years of experience, and these new rules

were adopted as effective December 8, 1958.

A study of Comprehensive Planning methods was started by the

Board with a view of making a suitable recommendation to the Town.

A total of nine consulting firms were interviewed to determine their

approach to Acton's long term planning problems. Four of this group

were asked to submit specific proposals, and the proposal of Economic

Development Associates of Boston was the one ultimately recommended

to the March 1959 Town Meeting for acceptance.

The routine activities of the Board were formalized to a greater

degree in order to improve Board efficiency and to reduce the length of

time required for routine actions.

In 1959, David Stuart was elected to the five year term.

The articles for the retention of the consultants for the two year

program of Comprehensive Town Planning was approved by the Town
Meeting, and this work is now underway.

An article for a survey of street numbering in the Town was also

approved. This job is complete and revised house numbers are being
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assigned. A plan to cover the future growth of the Town has been

formulated and is to be used as needed.

The detailed summary of the activities of the Board for 1959 appear

elsewhere in this report.

The role of the chairman and the clerk is especially important to

the smooth working of the Acton Planning Board. The following

members have served in these capacities:

Chairman Clerk

1954-1955 Frederick Whitcomb Richard Gallant

1955 - 1956 Robert Stow H. W. Flood

1956 - 1957 H. W. Flood C. Judd Farley

1957 - 1958 H. W. Flood C. Judd Farley

1958 - 1959 C. Judd Farley David Tinker

1959 - I960 C. Judd Farley David Tinker

The Planning Board has been largely responsible for the practice

of holding a special town meeting in the fall of each year to handle

street acceptances and amendments to the Town Bylaws. These meetings,

which have now been held for several years, greatly facilitate the

business of the Annual Town Meeting.

The Planning Board through the Town Consultants, Economic

Development Associates, made considerable progress during 1959 in the

preparation of its comprehensive planning program.

The Board first completed its street numbering survey for the town

during the summer months. Although not a generally accepted part of

a town-wide planning program, it served to provide an up-to-date map
with all new subdivisions recorded thereon. This map was subdivided

into sections, both for use as Assessor's preliminary property line maps

and as field maps for the street numbering and land use referenced

with a card file index of each dwelling unit or family in the town.

Existing street numbers were either confirmed or changed on the basis

of the adopted system.

Following this study, the Board undertook a three-phase program

which included (1) a complete land use analysis, (2) a population

study and forecast and (3) a sewerage and drainage review and analysis

with recommendations. The first two steps are fundamental to any com-

prehensive planning program and the third is a specific problem with

broad implications and for which land use and population data are

essential.

At press time for this report, all phases were not complete but an

initial summary can be made as follows:
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The mapping of the patterns of land use in the town was accom-

phshed mainly through a field survey during a period of several days by

driving over the streets, highways, and byways and making notes on a

set of the 26 section sheets of the base map. The resultant map is a

diagram showing that portion of the land which man has brought under

his control for specific purposes rather than a definitive outline of legal

ownership. The basic intent of the map then is to show use, not owner-

ship.

As the planning program continues the land use map will be further

refined and updated.

The distinguishing characteristic of land use in Acton is that no

pattern exists save that of the major transportation facilities. As the

planning process continues, a constant reappraisal is essential to find the

intrinsic patterns of life within the distribution of the various functions

for which the land is used. From this appraisal will come a determination

of the future needs of the community and the distribution of land use

that will best promote the welfare of the town.

Specifically, the distribution of land uses can be tabulated as follows:

Residential 1,300 acres lO.Ofc

Commercial 150 1.1%
Industrial 300 2.3%
Public 600 4.5%
Vacant 10,400 82.1%

A further breakdown of the vacant land can be made on the basis

of land characteristics and the extent to which this land is potentially

developable.

The second phase of the study concerning population included a

summary- of the existing dwelling units in the town plotted on a map.

Next, a population forecast was prepared from an analysis of the

existing dwelling units and land characteristics in all sections of the

town. This analysis showed the developable portions of the town and

their zoning requirements. Using careful computation and measurements,

the forecast was prepared for each of 16 small drainage areas within the

town which were to be utilized in the third phase of the study.

For the town as a whole, the present number of dwelling units

(families), approximately 1900, could be expanded under present land

policies and land availabilit}^ by approximately 10,700 dwelling units or

an increase of 500 per cent. This figure represents an ultimate or

saturation population of 12,600 dwelling units or 46,500 people based

on 3.7 persons per dwelling unit. Changes in zoning requirements, num-
ber of persons per family, land availabilit}', the results of the sewerage

study and other factors would alter this projection, probably downward.
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The sewerage drainage study was initiated by the selection of smaller

drainage areas for the town — for each of the two streams — Nashoba

and Fort Pond Brooks. Each of these small areas — 16 in all — have

been studied and detailed summaries have been prepared. The type of

zoning, soil characteristics, topography, amount of vacant land, and land

use have been noted for each in descriptive comments. These are being

converted into recommendations for the future development within the

area, the ultimate population concentration which can be determined

and the probable need for sanitary sewers and special drainage facilities.

The study and recommendations will soon be concluded, and the entire

results and recommendations reproduced in a suitable report.

While there are still many important planning activities ahead for

the Town of Acton, the devoted activities of the members of the Planning

Board in the first six years of its existence has put these future activities

upon a sound basis.

NOTES:

All maps drawn by Jac Smit under the supervision of Qiarles

E. Downe, principal planner for Economic Development Asso-

ciation.

All originals of maps are 42" by 56", available for inspection

at the Planning Board, Acton, Mass.
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No. 1. Population— Dwelling Units.

This map is a re?sult of a field survey compiled in June, 1959.

It shows all occupied dwelling units, "families," in

Acton at that time . Roughly 1900 "families" are shown living

in 1700 residentia 1 structures. One dot represents one family

in all areas exce Dt West Acton where the high densit)- of

development required filling in certain blocks solid and writing

in the number of cdwelling units.
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B Zoned for Business or Industry D Residential

No. 2. Zoning— Existing.

This map shows the zoning regulations adopted at the town

meeting in 1953 as amended superimposed on a topographical

map of the town. Residences are allowed in the business and

industrial zones but no business or industrial use is permitted

in the residential zone. Agricultural use of the land is allowed

anywhere in town. Minimum lot requirements call for a

20,000 sq. ft. lot with 150 ft. frontage.
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No. 3. Population — Factors afFecting growth.

This map is a composite of various studies. In general any

shaded area would be expensive or impossible to develop. The
area served by the existing water mains would develop more

rapidly, and the area within the existing Water District would

develop next. All white areas on the map can be easily and

reasonably developed for any use.
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No. 4. Population— Growth Potential.

The shaded squares show the existing and potential popula-

tion for each of sixteen study areas. The potential was derived

on a basis of easily developable land and accepting the existing

zoning regulations as remaining in force. What is shown is that

approximately 10,700 new families could be added to the exist-

ing 1900 for a total of 12,600 families, or about 46,000 people.
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REPORT OF THE ACTON PLANNING BOARD

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

The Planning Board was extremely active during 1959. In addition

to the regular meetings of the Board held on the first and third Mondays

of each month, many additional meetings have been necessary.

The primary activity of the Board, has been administration of the

Subdivision Control Law. The tightening of the Subdivision Control

Regulations has been found necessary, and new regulations adopted in

December 1958 are in effect. We have found the subdividers anxious

to co-operate in working toward a high standard of subdivision qualit)'.

The work of the Board has not been confined to scheduled meetings.

On-the-ground inspection has been required and Board members, accom-

panied by consulting engineers employed by the Board, have labored many

hours on week-ends to check subdivision layout, inspect roads, and to

study drainage.

The voters at the Annual Town Meeting in March 1959 authorized

two important projects: 1) a sur\^ey to work out a street numbering

system for the Town and 2) a Comprehensive Town Plan to help guide

the future growth of the Town.

We are glad to report that the survey of the Town street numbering

system has been completed with the required recommendations. Existing

numbers have been retained where possible. Card files, listing the

housing units in the Town, the names of the residents and the assigned

house numbers have been turned over to the Town Clerk, who will

notify the affected residents. The hie will be the basis for the I960

registration lists.

The Comprehensive Plan, a two year project, has been started. The
Federal Government had no funds available under Title VII-Housing Act

of 1954, when the expenditure was authorized by the Town. The Board

decided that the study was important and that it would be a mistake to

delay it. A contract with Economic Development Associates who had

completed the street numbering project was put into operation September

28, 1959. This contract constitutes about one-half the total study project

which calls for: 1) a land use study and map; 2) a population study;

3) a sewerage and drainage study. The agreement is written so that

funds from the Federal Government, if and when appropriated, may
be obtained on a matching basis for the uncompleted portion of the

Comprehensive Town Plan. Application for such funds was filed with

the Massachusetts Department of Commerce, the agency authorized by

the Federal Government to handle the Title VII program in Massachu-

setts. Acton is in the first group of towns for which funds will be

requested by the Department when Congress makes them available.



16 224th ANNUAL REPORT OF

On November 9, 1959, the consultants made progress reports to the

Planning Board, the Industrial Development Committee, the Finance

Committee, the Selectmen and the Board of Health. The progress at

that point was excellent. Detailed recommendations, based on factual

information gathered, were scheduled to be prepared next.

During 1959, the following subdivisions were approved:

1. March 2, 1959, Section I of Oakview Subdivision, West Acton

Subdivider, Lawrence O. Nichols

2. April 13, 1959, Section II of Brucewood Estates,

Subdivider, John F. Cahill

3. April 30, 1959, Section II of Oakview Subdivision,

Subdivider, Lawrence O. Nichols

4. Section II, Flagg Hill Estates

In the interest of better Town government, the Planning Board

makes the following recommendations:

1. That the scheduled Special Town Meeting in November be

continued. The value of such a meeting has been proved by the

volume of business that has been handled in 1958 and 1959.

The Board does not feel that articles involving the expenditure

of Town funds should be included in this Special Town Meeting.

2. That a Town Engineer be employed on a full time basis to

assist the Planning Board, the Superintendent of Streets and

other Town Boards, Departments and officers. There is need

for a trained and experienced man to assist in the Technical

problems that arise in subdivision planning, road maintenance

and drainage. A preliminary report, recommending action by

the Selectmen, was submitted to the Special Town Meeting on

November 23, 1959.

3. That the Town employ an administrative assistant to the Select-

men to whom shall be assigned the carrying out of the daily

routine functions of the Selectmen and the other Town Boards

and Departments. The advantages of an administrative assistant

would be twofold: 1. He would be available during the work-

ing day for the convenience of the townspeople enabling them

to obtain services during the day that arc now available on

certain specified evenings, only. 2. The Selectmen and other

Town Boards and Departments, being freed of routine details,

could spend more time on policy making, and long range

planning.

In spite of the rejection of this proposal by the Town Meeting

in March 1959 the Board believes that this arrangement offers

the best solution to a vexing problem.
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4. That the election of Town Ofiicers be held after the Annual

Town Meeting. This will permit the voters to better appraise

the policies and performance of Town officials while still in

office and give the latter an opportunity to explain and/or defend

their policies and actions.

5. That the Town continue to work toward making each new sub-

division as complete and self-supporting as possible.

We wish to thank the various Boards, Committees and Departments

of the Town for their co-operation during the past year. We welcome

suggestions that will make for a better Acton.

Respectfully submitted,

CHARLES JUDD FARLEY, Chairman

H. W. FLOOD,
JOHN LORING,
DAVID G. STUART,
DAVID P. TINKER,

The Acton Planning Board.

CJF:VMF
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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF
THE ACTON INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

Gentlemen

:

Your Industrial Development Committee was appointed by the

Board of Selectmen in the Spring of 1957 under the authority granted

by the Annual Town Meeting. Article 47 of that year's Town Warrant

set forth the basic purpose of the Committee very succinctly: ".
. . to

study problems relating to industry in Acton and to report ... to the

Board of Selectmen." It has long been our guiding conviction that the

sole goal of industrial development in Acton, hence the goal of our

Committee as well, is to aid in stemming the rate of growth in the tax

bill. This viewpoint is certainly borne out by the Finance Committee and

Planning Board remarks in the 1956 Annual Report. The former noted

that an Industrial Development Committee "should help in time to

improve the financial position of the Town ..." The latter recommended

that "in the interests of improving our Town Government . . .
," an

"Industrial Commission or Committee be set up by the Town to deter-

mine ways and means of encouraging desirable industries to settle in the

Town." Our public hearing in November 1957 merely confirmed the

fact that the interest of Actonians in industry lay in the expected benefits

to be derived in terms of taxes. Neither unemployment nor any similar

problem appears to be involved. Nor is our area of activity intended to

advance the cause of business, industry, or the private land owner except

as the Town may benefit directly or indirectly. With this in mind it has

been our intent to take whatever steps possible to assure Acton of

retaming present industry and of presenting an environment which

would lure attractive new industry to appropriate sites at a net financial

gain to the Town.

Since 1957 we have necessarily contacted several professionals in

the field of industrial development. On one point there is general

agreement: the first step toward sound, profitable industrial development

is a Comprehensive Town Plan including land use, drainage, tax base,

and similar studies. We recommended comprehensive town planning in

our reports of 1958 and 1959 and we are happy that such planning is

now underway. One cannot, of course, expect any plan to be a final

and definitive roadmap for all time. Rather it can serve as a flexible guide

to the development of Acton, subject to improvement as later events

dictate. One other point: if the balance between industrial-commercial

land areas and residential areas were to continue to be changed principally
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at the initiation of the landowner and only after emotionally-charged

debate, the long term result could well be patchwork in nature and

satisfactory to neither industry nor resident. Comprehensive planning

can not only provide competent advice concerning a framework w^ithin

which industrial development can best take place, but can also meet the

desires of industry itself which seems to favor the town controlling its

destiny rather than the town drifting without design.

We have also recommended the adoption of an Industrial Code for

Acton. Material is being gathered and analyzed for this code and, with

the cooperation of the Planning Board and the planning consultant,

Economic Development Associates, we hope to develop in early I960

a code which will help to maintain Acton's high residential desirability.

Such a code would lay down requirements as to minimum size of indus-

trial lots, maximum percentage of the lots to be occupied by buildings,

setbacks, "green belts," and proper parking space. An Industrial Code

also seems essential in order to fulfill our very real obligation to the

desirable industry already here which has taken such pains to be a credit

to the Town of Acton. As Paul Tetzlaff, Jr., real estate director for

Raytheon, has pointed out: companies often lean toward the community

with careful zoning safeguards and protective covenants.

During 1959 your Committee turned to several very specific problems:

1.) There had been a great deal of speculation concerning the

possible limitation of access to Route 2 by either dead-ending or over-

passing School Street, Hosmer Street, and Piper-Taylor Roads. One major

electronics firm turned down our industrial tract on Route 2 for this very

reason. We therefore went to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in

the person of Mr. Cox, Deputy Chief Engineer of the Department of

Public Works. He informed us that there were no immediate plans to

further limit access to Route 2. Moreover, when funds become available

and the State does make Route 2 a completely limited access highway,

the State would almost certainly bridge Route 2 at Piper-Taylor Roads

and at School Street while providing ramps at Hosmer Street. This

would give access from Route 2 to Hosmer Street and thence to the

industrial land on the South side of the highway. Rumor can be resolved

into fact by going to the correct source for information

!

2.) Because large tracts of industrial land are in North Acton

outside the Water District, we deemed it advisable to determine the pos-

sibility of using Lake Nagog as a water supply of the future. Here again

rumor was rife concerning the availability of the lake for various uses

and the exact hold on the lake possessed by the Town of Concord. The
facts concerning this supply are now in our files and these facts have
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become public knowledge. We know that it is by no means impossible

for the Town to regain partial use of Lake Nagog if required in the

future. We are also well aware of those detailed steps necessary to

accomplish this objective. The Town and the West and South Water

District would undoubtedly cooperate closely in such an undertaking

because it is the Town which has legal rights to Nagog while it is the

District which has the distribution system and experience.

3.) Your Committee has prepared proposals and exhibited indus-

trial areas in the Town to two large national electronics firms. One firm

is seeking land on which to place a campus type research complex. This

firm is enthusiastic about Acton but, although our Route 2 site between

Piper Road and Hosmer Street meets this firm's general requirements by

being on a major highway, it is apparently not deep enough. The

corporation is still seriously considering Acton as a location but the

rectangularity of the site is a serious obstacle to be overcome.

The second firm was shown industrially-zoned land on Route 2A in

North Acton. This firm required a clear space of great acreage around

its operation, so the less heavily settled Route 2A area seemed satisfactory.

The site was turned down, however, in favor of land in another town

west of Boston. Lack of immediately available water was at least one

adverse factor affecting this decision. The need for clear acreage was

also even greater than could be met by the site in question.

The five-to-ten year building program contemplated by the first of

these firms would result in a tremendous shot-in-the-arm for our tax

base. Judging from recent pictures and statements in the press, the second

firm would have been an attractive addition to our industrial landscape,

quite apart from any effect on the taxpayers' pocketbook.

4.) We have also been contacted by two small businesses searching

for existing plant space. Although neither has as yet chosen to lease or

buy space in Acton, your Committee has not only performed specific

services for both but has also attempted to indicate by its attitude that it

is willing and able to be of assistance to any desirable newcomers.

5.) We have been of some limited help to our town planning

consultant through our knowledge of the location and character of local

industry and we hope to be of greater value to him in upcoming months.

Likewise we have answered requests by college students and others for

thumbnail sketches of Acton's present state of economic development.

In our report of 1958 we noted that approximately one-eighth of the

Town's assessed valuation lay in industrial and commercial properties.

An up-to-date figure and some medium term trends are now being



THE TOWN OF ACTON 21

developed. Although we realize that there is no magic ratio here, some

experts indicate that 15% might be a reasonable level. This means that

Acton is probably in fair balance due to the fortuitous location here of

several major companies in the period since World War II. There

would appear to be time to plan ahead without considering our present

situation one of economic emergency. The 15% relationship of industrial-

commercial valuation to total valuation is thought to be desirable to relieve

the residential taxpayer from bearing the entire burden of financing the

types of sendees he demands. In our opinion Acton can obtain adequate

non-residential tax revenue without basically changing the semi-rural

residential character of the Town. This seems possible because of the

fortunate circumstance of having Route 2 pass through Acton, con-

necting Route 128 and the new Route 110. At the moment the Town is

by no means utilizing this asset at an optimum level; only one relatively

small tract is now zoned for industry on Route 2. It should be recognized

that some new industr)^ of some t}'pe is almost certain to come in the

direction of Acton as economic growth mushrooms out from Route 128

toward the new Route 110. If we are to obtain "the cream" and if that

cream is to be so located as to affect Acton favorably, then new acreage

should be zoned subject to the direction of the Planning Board and the

town planning consultant. Industrial development experts emphasize that:

(1.) the type of industry we are discussing is interested principally in

land zoned and ready; (2.) this zoning should be done while land is

still available and able to be rezoned without serious argument. Ver}-

specifically we suggest for consideration within the comprehensive plan:

(a.) that the State-owned reformator)' land and certain adjoining

areas should be exclusively zoned for industrial use.

(b.) that ever}' effort should be made to determine the feasibilit)-

of the State's releasing its land. We have already initiated steps to ascer-

tain the State's position on this problem. If the possibility arises that a

plan favorable to the Town could be developed, we shall solicit the aid

and direct support of the proper Town officials. While showing Acton

to industrial buyers, we found that the reformator}' land seemed most

desirable to them; this seems to back up our contention that an asset so

potentially valuable to Acton should be released from its present

debateable use.

(c.) that other lands along the north side of Route 2 should be

considered for rezoning, again subject to the approval of the Planning

Board and the town planning consultant. Here there is an abundance of

land sufficient in depth and in acreage with a minimum number of

residences nearby.
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The rczoning of lands along Route 2 might very well create poten-

tial tax revenues sizeable enough to balance the potential expenses to be

expected from residential growth for years to come. Such a worthy

reward should make the necessity for advanced planning and action clear.

Our position can be summarized very simply: solid advance thinking

should be able to point to an Acton of the future with a tax base buoyed

by a proper level of well-regarded industry of high character, located

and structured to the satisfaction of the large majority of citizens who

continue to find their Town a desirable residential community.

A. L. BECK
ALLEN M. CHRISTOFFERSON
FREDERICK H. BUBIER

STEPHEN E. LORD
RICHARD

J.
O'NEILL

January 15, I960 PAUL H. LESURE, Chairman
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NOTICE

All dog licenses EXPIRE MARCH 31,

I960.

Dogs must be licensed on or before

April 1st or the owners or keepers

thereof are liable to a fine.

The law applies to all dogs three

months old or over, regardless of

time of year ownership is acquired.

No bills are sent to owners of dogs.

REPORT OF DOG LICENSES ISSUED IN 1959

646 Licenses @ $2.00 $1,292.00

86 Licenses @ $5.00 430.00

12 Licenses @ $10.00 120.00

3 Licenses @ $25.00 75.00

2 Licenses @ $50.00 100.00

2 Transfer Licenses @ $.25 .50

28 Duplicate Tags @ $.25 7.00

Paid to Town Treasurer $2,024.50
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RECORD OF TOWN ELECTION

HELD MARCH 2. 1959

Pet. 1 Pet. 2 Pet. 3 Total

Whole number of votes east 237 317 385 939

MODERATOR, one year

James Edward Kinsley 199 278 346 823

Seattered 4 2 6

Blanks 34 37 39 HO

TOWN CLERK, one year

Charles M. MaeRae 144 139 268 551

William Henry Soar 90 173 114 377

Blanks 3 5 3 11

SELECTMEN, three years

Lawrenee Donnelly 197 225 308 730

Leo C Cunningham 22 73 46 141

Seattered 1 1

Blanks 17 19 31 67

ASSESSOR, three years

Albert P. Durkee 223 285 360 868

Blanks 14 32 25 71

BOARD OF PUBLIC WELFARE, three years

Clinton S. Curtis 214 267 353 834

Blanks 23 50 32 105

TREASURER, one ear

William Henry Soar 221 291 361 873

Charles M. MaeRae 1 34
Blanks 15 26 21 62

TOWN COLLECTOR, one year

William Henry Soar 216 285 342 843
Charles M. MaeRae 2 2 9 13

Blanks 19 30 34 83
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SCHOOL COMMITTEE, three years

Evelyn N. MacLean 180 239 321 740

Thomas E. Wetherbee 191 269 330 790

Frances SulHvan 36 60 57 153

Scattered 1 1

Blanks 67 65 62 194

CONSTABLES, one year

Edward
J.

Collins, Jr 199 277 334 810

Chauncy R. Fenton, Jr 192 293 354 839

T. Frederick S. Kennedy 148 230 256 634

David W. Scribner 165 234 303 702

William
J.

Durkin, Jr 103 133 195 431

Scattered 1 1 2

Blanks l40 101 97 338

CEMETERY COMMISSIONER, three years

Harry E. Holt 215 279 367 861

Blanks 22 38 18 78

BOARD OF HEALTH, three years

Robert C. Heustis 165 184 312 661

Donald L. Files 54 113 65 232

Blanks 18 20 8 46

TRUSTEE OF MEMORIAL LIBRARY, three years

Florence W. Durkee 174 233 272 679

Louise M. Gardiner 53 69 103 225

Blanks 10 15 10 35

PLANNING BOARD, five years

David G. Stuart 210 268 36l 839

Scattered 3 3 17
Blanks 24 46 23 93

TREE WARDEN, one year

Franklin H. Charter 224 289 373 886

Scattered 1 1

Blanks 13 28 11 52
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ABSTRACT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE

ANNUAL TOV^N MEETING

MARCH 9. 1959

Article 1. To choose all necessary Town Officers and Committees

and fix the salaries and compensation of all the elective officers of the

Town.

Chose: Hazel P. Vose trustee of Elizabeth White Fund for three

years and Eleanor P. Wilson trustee of Elizabeth White Fund for one

year to fill vacancy.

Chose: Arno H. Perkins trustee of West Acton Firemen's Relief

Fund for three years.

Chose: Frederick T. Kennedy trustee of Acton Firemen's Relief

Fund for three years.

Chose: James N. Gates tmstee of Goodnow Fund for three years.

Voted: That the salary of the Moderator be fifteen dollars for each

night of each meeting.

Voted: That the salary of the Chairman of the Board of Selectmen

be six hundred dollars and the other members three hundred dollars

each for the calendar year 1959.

Voted: That the salary of the Town Clerk be eleven hundred

seventy-five dollars for the calendar year 1959.

Motion: That the salary of the Town Treasurer be fifteen hundred

seventy-five dollars for the calendar year 1959.

Motion: To amend by striking out fifteen hundred seventy-five

dollars and inserting three thousand dollars.

Moderator appointed the following tellers: Roger Crafts, Porter

Jenks, William O'Connell and Chauncey Fenton.

Hand vote on amendment: Total — 233 ; Yes— 181, No — 52.

Voted: That the salary of the Town Treasurer be three thousand

dollars for the calendar year 1959.

Voted: That the salary of the Chairman of the Board of Assessors

be three thousand dollars, the Clerk nine hundred fifty dollars and the

third Member six hundred fifty dollars for the calendar year 1959.

Voted: That the salary of the Town Collector be twenty-two hun-

dred dollars for the calendar year 1959.
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Voted: That the salary of the Chairman of the Board of Public

Welfare be one hundred twenty-five dollars and the other Members
seventy-five dollars each, for the calendar year 1959.

Voted: That the salary of the Chairman of the Board of Health

be one hundred twenty-five dollars and the other Members seventy-five

dollars each for the calendar year 1959 and that the Board of Health be

authorized to appoint one of its own Members as an assistant agent at

the rate of $1.75 per hour in accordance with the provisions of Section 4A
of Chapter 41 of the General Laws.

Voted: That the salary of the Tree Warden be fixed at $1.85

per hour plus $.75 per hour for use of truck for the calendar year 1959.

Article 2. To see if the Town will vote to accept the several

reports of the Town Officers and Boards, or take any other action relative

thereto.

Voted: To amend the Assessors' Report on Page 131 of the 1958

Annual Town Report as follows:

Change

from to

State Parks and Reservation tax $24,329.95 $2,432.95

Town Grant 646,359.13 668,256.13

Voted: To accept the several reports of the Town Officers and

Boards.

Article 3. To hear and act upon the reports of any Committees

chosen at any previous Town Meeting that have not already reported.

Final Report of Elementary School Building Committee read.

Report follows:

Appropriated March 10, 1952 $300,000.00

Paid bills approved by building committee.... $290,770.67

Transferred to Blanchard Auditorium for

folding door $8,500.00

Balance transferred to new Elementary School $729.33

Cost approved by School Building Assistance

Commission $288,716.01

Percent of State Aid 38.57

Approximate State Aid $111,357.76
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The Elementary School Building Committee approved bills amount-

ing to $2,054.66 for telephone, certain legal fees, and money spent in the

o Id High School which does not receive State reimbursement.

PORTER G. JENKS
ORMAL LAFFIN
LEO C. CUNNINGHAM
DANA B. HINCKLEY
EDWARD

J.
BURSAW

Voted: To accept this report and discharge the Committee with

thanks.

Report of Committee to Compile Trust Fund Data read.

Report follows:

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen

:

This committee was appointed in September 1958 by the Board of

Selectmen for the purpose of compiling data on trust funds held by the

Town of Acton, to arrange to have complete information relative to these

funds available at one source for inspection by any person in the town,

to provide for the safeguarding of the records of the various trusts, and

to make recommendations for prudent investments in accordance with the

provisions of the various trusts and the regulations of the Commonwealth

of Massachusetts.

There are 24 trust accounts now established with numerous trusts

within each account which have strict provisions for administration.

It is the opinion of this committee that some effort should be

made to establish a minimum limit for new trust accounts. We have

found that in reviewing these funds that the income received from some

accounts does not cover the expense of administration. However, small

amounts could continue to be received in the general trust accounts now
established.

This is in the form of a report of progress of the committee, the

work will be continued, and it is not anticipated that the committee will

incur any expense to the Town.

The committee wishes to thank all of the town officials we have

contacted from whom we have received full cooperation particularly Mr.

Frederick Kennedy who has a vast knowledge of these funds.

Respectfully submitted,

HAROLD F. NORDBERG
DAVID L. MAY
HARRISON D. FOOTE
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Voted: To accept this report.

RESOLVED: That it is the desire of this meeting that the citizens

of the Town of Acton at the Annual Town Meeting, March 9, 1959,

wish to be recorded as expressing their pride and appreciation to the

Acton Promenaders for bringing great credit to themselves and to the

Town of Acton by virtue of their presentation to the peoples of the

world at the Brussels Universal and International Exhibition, 1958.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That it is the desire of this

meeting that this expression of gratitude to the Acton Promenaders be

duly entered in and be made a part of the permanent records of the

Town of Acton.

Attested copies of Resolution have been sent to the following:

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Treyz, Alberta Cook, Margaret Hale,

Jane Mazzeo, Linda Treyz, Theodore Janericco, David Lee,

Donald Lee and Richard Nylander.

Article 4. To see what sums of money the Town will vote to

raise and appropriate to defray the necessary expenses of the several

departments of the Town and determine how the same shall be raised.

Voted: That the following sums of money be appropriated for the

several purposes hereinafter designated and that the same be expended

only for those purposes under the direction of the respective boards,

committees, or officers of the Town as follows, and that the total money

shall be made available by an appropriation of $65,000.00 from the

Surplus Revenue Account and that the remainder be raised in the 1959

Tax Levy.

General Government

1. Moderator $75.00

2. Finance Committee Expense 125.00

3. Selectmen's Salaries 1,200.00

4. Selectmen's Expenses 750.00

5. Town Office Clerical — Wages 14,900.00

6. Legal Services — Board of Selectmen 750.00

7. Town Accountant — Salary 1,575.00

8. Expenses 200.00

9. Treasurer — Salary 3,000.00

10. Expenses 550.00

11. Town Collector — Salary 2,200.00

12. Expenses 970.00

13. Assessors' Salaries 4,600.00

14. Expenses 400.00



THE TOWN OF ACTON 39

15. Town Clerk — Salary 1,175.00

16. Expenses 520.00

Election and Registrations

17. Salaries and Wages 2,125.00

18. Expenses 715.00

19. Planning Board — Expenses 1,900.00

20. Board of Appeals — Expenses 50.00

21. Total General Government $37,780.00

Building and Grounds

22. Buildings and Grounds — Wages $3,480.00

23. Expenses 4,600.00

24. Total Buildings and Grounds 58,080.00

Protection of Persons and Property

25. Police Department — Salaries and Wages 540,355.00

26. Expenses 6,500.00

27. Fire Department — Salaries and Wages 14,765.00

28. Expenses 8,855.00

29. Fire Alarm System — Salaries and Wages 5,345.00

30. Expenses 2,320.00

31. Fire Hydrant Rental 11,850.00

32. Sealer of Weights and Measures — Salary

and Travel 350.00

33. Expenses 50.00

34. Moth Department Chapter 657— Wages 2,450.00

35. Expenses 1,700.00

36. Town Forest — Maintenance 100.00

37. Shade Tree Replacement 425.00

38. Tree Warden'— Wages 2,550.00

39. Expenses 1,100.00

40. Wire Inspector — Salary and Travel 900.00

41. Expenses 100.00

42. Building Inspector — Salar)' and Travel 3,400.00

43. Expenses 75.00

44. Dog Officer — Wages and Travel 400.00

45. Building Committee — Expenses 50.00

46. Civilian Defense — Expenses 1,200.00

47. Total Protection $104,840.00

Health and Sanitation

48. Board of Health — Salaries $275.00

49. Expenses 2,500.00
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50. Secretary — Salary 650.00

51. Town Nurse — Salary 3,835.00

52. Expenses 960.00

53. Assistant Town Nurse — Wages 650.00

54. Agent and Assistant Agent — Wages .... 4,210.00

55. Laboratory Fees 300.00

56. Town Dump — Custodian — Wages 3,120.00

57. Assistant Custodian — Wages 1,368.00

58. Hospital and Sanitorium 2,500.00

59. Medical Supplies 225.00

60. School Clinics 1,200.00

61. Garbage Collector 9,530.00

62. Inspector of Animals — Salary 150.00

63. Expenses 30.00

64. Plumbing Inspector — Wages 1,800.00

65. Mosquito Control 2,580.00

()G. Total Health and Sanitation $35,883.00

Highways

67. Village Highways $6,500.00

68. Drainage 10,150.00

69. Chapter 81 Highways 13,050.00

70. Chapter 90 Highways 2,200.00

71. Snow Removal 25,000.00

72. Traffic Signs and Lines 1,500.00

73. Vacations and Holidays 2,145.00

74. Sidewalk Maintenance 250.00

75. Highway Machinery Maintenance 8,000.00

76. Street Lighting 8,300.00

77. Total Highways $77,095.00

Charities

78. District and Local Welfare Administration

— Salaries $3,275.00

79. General Relief and Disability Assistance 5,500.00

80. Old Age Assistance 59,000.00

81. Aid to Dependent Children 9,000.00

82. Total Charities $76J75.00

Veterans' Aid

83. Veterans' Benefits — Agent's Salary $600.00

84. Expenses 250.00
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85. Expenditures 8,000.00

86. Veterans' Services — Salary 200.00

87. Expenses 25.00

88. Total Veterans' Aid $9,075.00

Education

Local Schools

89. Instruction $177,437.81

90. Textbooks and Supplies 11,655.00

91. Plant Operation 28,155.00

92. Blanchard Auditorium 9,300.00

93. Maintenance 2,500.00

94. Auxiliary Agencies 22,050.00

95. General Control 8,210.00

96. Outlay 3,000.00

97. Contingency Fund 400.00

98. Total Local School Budget $262,707.81

Regional School

99. Instruction $146,737.26

100. Textbooks and Supplies 9,678.48

101. Plant Operation 26,636.06

102. Maintenance 1,604.07

103. Auxiliary Agencies 4,364.77

104. Transportation 5,296.88

105. General Control 7,969.71

106. Outlay 1,935.02

107. Blanchard Auditorium Lease 5,128.93

108. Athletic Fund 2,452.80

109. Contingency Fund 168.85

110. Total Regional School Budget $211,972.83

111. Total Education $474,680.64

Libraries

112. Libraries — Salaries and Wages $4,265.00

113. Expenses 1,460.00

114. Books 1,000.00

115. Total Libraries $6,725.00
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Recreation

116. Playgrounds — Wages $1,000.00

117. Expenses 1,000.00

118. Total Recreation $2,000.00

Cemeteries

119. Cemeteries — Salaries and Wages $13,618.00

120. Expenses 2,550.00

121. Total Cemeteries $16,168.00

Other Classified Expenses

122. Town Reports $2,035.00

123. Workmen's Compensation 3,700.00

124. Surety Bonds 950.00

125. Archives Committee — Expenses 200.00

126. Fire Insurance — Town Buildings 5,500.00

126A. Boiler and Machinery Insurance 700.00

127. Memorial Day 700.00

128. Miscellaneous 1,000.00

129. Total Other Classified Expenses $14,785.00

Pensions

130. Pension Fund $5,198.78

131. Expenses 251.60

132. Military Service Fund 21.52

133. Total Pensions $5,471.90

Maturing Debt and Interest

Regional School

134. Maturing Debt $30,400.00

135. Interest 37,064.25

Julia McCarthy Elementary School

136. Maturing Debt $15,000.00

137. Interest 4,000.00

New Elementary School

138. Maturing Debt $45,000.00

139. Interest 28,620.00
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West Acton Fire Station

140. Maturing Debt $12,000.00

141. Interest 1,584.00

Anticipation of Revenue

142. Notes — Interest $250.00

143. Total Maturing Debt and Interest Sl73,918.25

144. Total Budget $1,043,276.79

Appropriated from Surplus Revenue .... 65,000.00

Total to be raised and appropriated $978,276.79

Special Articles

Art. 7. Officer and Employee Insurance $3,000.00

Art. 9. Stabilization Fund 6,000.00

Art. 10. Paint Interior Center Fire Station 575.00

Art. 11. Title VII — Housing Act of 1954 .... 4,000.00

Art. 12. Street Numbering System 1,500.00

Art. 21. Vocational Tuition and Transportation 2,500.00

Art. 22. Water Safet)- Account 500.00

Art. 24. New Construction (Powder Mill Rd.) 6,000.00

Art. 26. Widen Charter Road at Mass. Ave. .. 500.00

Art. 29. Mud pump 500.00

Art. 32. Speed Limit and Street Name Signs .... 605.00

Art. 33. Septic Tank and Curb at Town Hall 2,500.00

Art. 35. West and South Water Supply District

— Hosmer Street 200.00

Total to be raised and appropriated

under Special Article $28,380.00

Transfers

From Overlay Surplus and Surplus Revenue

To

Art. 4. Budget $65,000.00

Art. 6. Reser^^e Fund (O. S.) 6,000.00
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Art. 8. Police Cruisers 2,000.00

Art. 11. Title VII — Housing Act of 1954 .... 4,000.00

Art. 18. Chain Saw — Cemetery Dept 250.00

Art. 25. Highways 38,125.00

Art. 27. Pickup Truck — Highway Dept 1,800.00

Art. 31. Snow Plow 700.00

$117,875.00

Other Transfers:

From
To

Art. 17. From Cemetery Land Fund

To Mt. Hope Cemetery $2,000.00

Art. 34. From Chapter 718

To Taylor Road 3,031.40

$5,031.40

Total Transfers $122,906.40

Grand Total $1,129,563.19

Article 5. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Town
Treasurer with the approval of the Board of Selectmen to borrow money
from time to time in anticipation of the revenue of the financial year

beginning January 1, 1959 and to issue a note or notes therefor, payable

within one year, and to renew any note or notes as may be given for a

period of less than one year in accordance with Section 17, Chapter 44,

General Laws, or take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To authorize the Town Treasurer with the approval of

the Board of Selectmen to borrow money from time to time in anticipa-

tion of the revenue of the financial year beginning January 1, 1959 and

to issue a note or notes therefor, payable within one year, and to renew

any note or notes as may be given for a period of less than one year in

accordance with Section 17, Chapter 44, General Laws.

Article 6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $6,000.00, or any other

sum, for a Reserve Fund, pursuant to the provisions of General Laws,

Chapter 40, Section 6, or take any other action relative thereto.
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Voted: To appropriate from Overlay Surplus the sum of $6,000.00,

for a Reserve Fund, pursuant to the provisions of General Laws, Chap-

ter 40, Section 6.

Article 7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $3,000.00, or any other

sum, to pay the cost of effecting insurance providing indemnity for or

protection to any officer or employee of the Town against loss by reason

of his liability to pay damages to others for bodily injuries, including

death at any time resulting therefrom, or for damage to property caused

by operation, within the scope of his official duties or employment, of

motor or other vehicles owned by the Town as provided by the provisions

of General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 5, Sub-section 1, as amended, or

take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000.00, to pay

the cost of effecting insurance providing indemnity for or protection to

any officer or employee of the Town against loss by reason of his

liability to pay damages to others for bodily injuries, including death at

any time resulting therefrom, or for damage to property caused by opera-

tion, within the scope of his official duties or employment, of motor or

other vehicles owned by the Town as provided by the provisions of

General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 5, Sub-section 1, as amended.

Article 8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $2,000.00, or any other

sum, for the purchase of two police cruisers for the Police Department,

or take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To appropriate from Surplus Revenue the sum of $2,000.00,

for the purchase of two police cruisers for the Police Department.

Article 9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or

appropriate from available funds the sum of $6,000.00, or any other sum,

for a Stabilization Fund, pursuant to the provisions of General Laws,

Chapter 40, Section 5-B, or take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To raise and appropriate the sum of $6,000.00 for a

Stabilization Fund, pursuant to the provisions of General Laws, Chapter

40, Section 5-B.

Article 10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $575.00, or any other

sum, for the painting of the interior of the Acton Center Fire Station, or

take any other action relative thereto.
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Voted: To raise and appropriate the sum of $575.00 for the

painting of the interior of the Acton Center Fire Station.

Article 11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $8,000.00, or any other

sum, for the purpose of hiring a consultant to make a comprehensive

study of the Town under Title VII —- Housing Act of 1954, or take any

other action relative thereto. (Inserted by Planning Board).

Voted: To raise and appropriate the sum of $4,000.00 and appro-

priate from Surplus Revenue the sum of $4,000.00 for the purpose ot

hiring a consultant to make a comprehensive study of the Town under

Title VII — Housing Act of 1954.

Same tellers.

Hand vote. Total— 247. Yes— 208. No— 39.

Article 12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $1,500.00, or any other

sum, to survey the Town street numbering system; to recommend

changes in this system, if required; and to prepare plans for future street

numbering in the Town, or take any other action relative thereto.

(Inserted by Planning Board) .

Motion: To raise and appropriate the sum of $1,500.00 to survey

the Town street numbering system ; to recommend changes in this system,

if required; and to prepare plans for future street numbering in the

Town.

Motion: To lay the article on the table.

Same tellers.

Hand vote. Total— 244. Yes — 116. No— 128.

Motion lost.

Voted: To raise and appropriate the sum of $1,500.00 to survey

the Town street numbering system; to recommend changes in this

system, if required; and to prepare plans for future street numbering in

the Town.

Article 13. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Building

By-Law of the Town of Acton by adding the following as Section 26,

or take any other action relative thereto. (Inserted by Planning Board).
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SECTION TWENTY-SIX

STREET NUMBERS: Street numbers shall be provided for

each dwelling, each business building and each industrial building

by the builder in accordance with the following:

1. The numbers shall be at least three (3) inches in height and

shall be clearly visible from the street or roadway upon which

the house faces. The numbers shall be placed on the structure

itself or on a suitable support near the main entrance to the

structure.

2. The numbers shall be those shown on the approved definitive

plan, in the case of a sub-division, or as assigned by the Building

Inspector in the case of a structure built on an existing Town
Way.

Voted Unanimously: To amend the Building By-Law of the Town
of Acton by adding the following as Section 26:

SECTION TWENTY-SIX

STREET NUMBERS: Street numbers shall be provided for

each dwelling, each business building and each industrial building

by the builder in accordance with the following:

1. The numbers shall be at least three (3) inches in height and

shall be clearly visible from the street or roadway upon which

the house faces. The numbers shall be placed on the structure

itself or on a suitable support near the main entrance to the

structure.

2. The numbers shall be those shown on the approved definitive

plan, in the case of a sub-division, or as assigned by the Building

Inspector in the case of a structure built on an existing Town
Way.

Article 14. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the following

By-Law, or take any other action relative thereto: STREET NUMBER-
ING By-Law: Street numbers shall be provided for each dwelling, each

business building and each industrial building by the owner of such

structures by September 30, 1959 in accordance with the following:

1. The numbers shall be at least three (3) inches in height and

shall be clearly visible from the street or roadway upon which

the house faces. The numbers shall be placed on the structure

itself or on a suitable support near the main entrance to the

structure.

2. The numbers shall be those which have been in current use,

except as discussed in Section 3 below. If the stmcture has not
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been previously assigned a street number, it shall be the owner's

responsibilit}' to obtain such a number from the office of the

Selectmen of the Town of Acton during regular office hours.

3. If a survey of street numbering is completed ; and if changes in

street numbering are required in order to implement the approved

result of this survey; then the owners of the affected structure

shall make the required changes within three (3) months of

receiving proper notification. Numbers shall be installed as

outlined in Section 1 above.

4. The enforcement of this By-Law shall be in the jurisdiction of

the Selectmen of the Town of Acton. Failure to comply with

this regulation shall subject the offending property owner to a

fine not exceeding ten dollars ($10.00). (Inserted by Planning

Board).

Voted Unanimously: To adopt the following By-Law, Street Num-
bering By-Law: Street numbers shall be provided for each dwelling, each

business building and each industrial building by the owner of such

structures by September 30, 1959 in accordance with the following:

1. The numbers shall be at least three (3) inches in height and

shall be clearly visible from the street or roadway upon which

the house faces. The numbers shall be placed on the structure

itself or on a suitable support near the main entrance to the

structure.

2. The numbers shall be those which have been in current use,

except as discussed in Section 3 below. If the structure has not

been previously assigned a street number, it shall be the owner" s

responsibility to obtain such a number from the office of the

Selectmen of the Town of Acton during regular office hours.

3. If a sur\^ey of street numbering is completed; and if changes in

street numbering are required in order to implement the

approved result of this sun^ey; then the owners of the affected

structures shall make the required changes within three (3)

months of receiving proper notification. Numbers shall be

installed as outlined in Section 1 above.

4. The enforcement of this By-Law shall be in the jurisdiction of

the Selectmen of the Town of Acton. Failure to comply with

this regulation shall subject the offending propert)' owner to a

fine not exceeding ten dollars ($10.00).

Article 15. To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to

purchase, take by eminent domain or otherv^^ise acquire for the Town for

use as a recreation area, a tract of land containing approximately t^-ent}'-
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one and forty-four hundredths (21.44) acres more or less with the

buildings, mills, m.ill privileges and water power standing thereon or

connected therewith and all other rights appurtenant thereto, which

property is situated in the Northeasterly part ot Acton or the Northerly

and Southerly side of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad.

Said property is shown as Parcel A containing nineteen and seventy

hundredths (19.70) acres more or less and Parcel B containing one and

seventy-four hundredths (1.74) acres more or less on a Plan entitled

"Compiled Plan of David Morrison Property in Acton, Mass. For Pro-

posed Recreation Area by Harlan E. luttle, Surveyor, November 15,

1958" a copy of which Plan is on hie with the Town Clerk; this

property is believed to belong to David Morrison; and to see if the

Town will appropriate the sum of four thousand two hundred (4,200)

dollars, or any other sum, therefor, to be provided by taxation, by

appropriation from available funds in the treasury, by borrowings under

Chapter 44 of the General Laws as amended or otherwise, or take any

action relative thereto. (Inserted by Recreation Commission).

Motion: To authorize the Selectmen to purchase, take by eminent

domain or otherwise acquire for the Town for use as a recreation area,

a tract of land containing approximately twenty-one and forty-four

hundredths (21.44) acres more or less with the buildings, mills, mill

privileges and water power standing thereon or connected therewith, and

all other rights appurtenant thereto, believed to belong to David F.

Morrison, which property is situated in the Northeasterly part of Acton

on the Northerly and Southerly side of the New York, New Haven and

Hartford Railroad Company. This property is shown as Parcel A con-

taining nineteen and seventy hundredths (19.70) acres more or less

and Parcel B containing one and seventy-four hundredths (1.74) acres

more or less on a Plan entitled "Compiled plan of David Morrison

Property in Acton, Mass. For Proposed Recreation Area by Harlan E.

Tuttle, Surveyor, November 15, 1958 ' Parcel A is bounded and described

as follows:

Beginning at a point at the Southwesterly corner of said Parcel

A at land of John E. Murphy; thence running in a Northwesterly

direction along land of John E. Murphy, a distance of four hundred

and eighty-seven (487) feet to a point at land of John E. Murphy;
thence turning and running in a Northeasterly direction along land

of John E. Murphy, a distance of four hundred and fifty (450)
feet to a point at land of John E. Murphy; thence turning and

running in a Northwesterly direction along land of John E. Murphy,
a distance of two hundred and twelve (212) feet to a point at land

of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company;
thence turning and running in a Northeasterly direction along land

of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company a

distance of three hundred and seventy-six (376) feet more or less
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to a point at land of the New York, New Haven and Hartford

Railroad Company; thence turning and running in a Southeasterly

direction along land of the New York, New Haven and Hartford

Railroad Company a distance of thirteen (13) feet to a point at

land of the New York, New Haven aand Hartford Railroad Com-
pany; thence turning and running in a Northeasterly direction along

land of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Com-
pany a distance of four hundred forty (440) feet more or less to a

point at land of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad

Company; thence turning and running in a Northeasterly direction

along land of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad

Company, a distance of one hundred and eighty-eight (188) feet

more or less to a point at land of Mary Islay Murgatroyd; thence

turning and running in a Southeasterly direction along land of Mar)'

Islay Murgatroyd and John E. Murphy, a distance of four hundred

and fifty-five (455) feet more or less to a point at land of John E.

Murphy; thence turning and running in a Southwesterly direction

along land of John E. Murphy, a distance of one hundred and six

(106) feet to a point at land of John E. Murphy; thence turning

and running in a Southeasterly direction along land of John E.

Murphy, a distance of two hundred and thirty-seven (237) feet to

a point at land of John E. Murphy; thence turning and running in

a Southwesterly direction along land of John E. Murphy a distance

of one thousand two hundred and forty-eight (1248) feet to the

point of beginning.

Parcel B is bounded and described as follows:

Beginning at a point at the Northwesterly corner of said

Parcel B at land of Winston K. Newman and Alice P. Newman,
and at Main Street ; thence running in a Northeasterly direction along

Main Street a distance of one hundred and sixty-six (166) feet

more or less to a point on Main Street at land of Raymond C.

Stinson and Rose E. Stinson; thence turning and running in a

Southeasterly direction along land of Raymond C. Stinson and Rose

E. Stinson a distance of one hundred sixt)^-two and fifty-three

hundredths (162.53) feet to a point at land of Raymond C. Stinson

and Rose E. Stinson; thence turning and running in a Northeasterly

direction along land of Raymond C. Stinson and Rose E. Stinson a

distance of sixty-eight (68) feet to a point at land of Raymond C.

Stinson and Rose E. Stinson; thence turning and running in a

Southeasterly direction along land of Raymond C. Stinson and Rose

E. Stinson, a distance of one hundred thirty-two and seventy hun-

dredths (132.70) feet to a point at land of the New York, New
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, thence turning and running

in a Southwesterly direction along land of the New York, New
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company a distance of five hundred
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and fifteen (515) feet more or less to a point at land of John E.

Murphy; thence turning and running in a Northwesterly direction

along land of John E. Murphy, a distance of ninety-five (95) feet

more or less to a point at land of Winston K. Newman and Alice

P. Newman; thence turning and running in a Northeasterly direction

along land of Winston K. Newman and Alice P. Newman, a dis-

tance of three hundred and forty-five (345) feet to a point at land

of Winston K. and Alice P. Newman; thence turning and running

in a Northwesterly direction along land of Winston K. Newman
and Alice P. Newman, a distance of two hundred (200) feet to

the point of beginning; and that the Town raise and appropriate

the sum of four thousand two hundred dollars ($4,200.00) therefor,

and to meet said appropriation, that there be raised from the tax

levy in the current year the sum of four thousand two hundred

dollars ($4,200.00).

In addition to the tellers appointed under Article 1 — Roger Crafts,

Porter Jenks, William O'Connell and Chauncey Fenton -— Moderator

appointed the following tellers: Thomas Wetherbee, Elizabeth Boardman,

Doris Soar, David Tinker, John Murphy, Julia Barry, Jessie Knippel,

Hazel Vose, Grace Cullinane, Phyllis Sprague, Eleanor Wilson and

James B. Wilson.

Ballot vote. Total— 321. Yes— 127. No— 194.

Needed to carry— 214. Motion did not prevail.

Voted: To take up Article 17.

Article 17. To see if the Town will appropriate the sum of

$2,000.00 from the Cemetery Land Fund for Mt. Hope Cemeter)-, for the

purpose of clearing, grading and laying out new sections for cemetery^

lots, and to authorize said Cemetery Commissioners to do anything

necessary, proper or expedient for carrying out the above purposes, or

take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To appropriate the sum of $2,000.00 from the Cemeter)^

Land Fund for Mt. Hope Cemetery, for the purpose of clearing, grading

and laying out new sections for cemetery lots, and to authorize said

Cemetery Commissioners to do anything necessary, proper or expedient

for carrying out the above purposes.

Article 18. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $250.00, or any other

sum, for the purchase of a chain saw for the Cemetery Department, or

take any other action relative thereto.
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Motion: To appropriate the sum of $250.00 from Surplus Revenue

for the purchase of a chain saw for the Cemetery Department.

Motion: To amend by striking out $250.00 and inserting $150.00.

Motion on amendment did not prevail.

Voted: To appropriate the sum of $250.00 from Surplus Revenue

for the purchase of a chain saw for the Cemetery Department.

Voted: To take up Article 22.

Article 22. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $500.00, or any other

sum, to establish a special Water Safety Account for the support of the

Water Safety Program which is jointly sponsored by the Red Cross and

the School Department, or take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To raise and appropriate the sum of $500.00 to establish

a special Water Safety Account for the support of the Water Safety

Program which is jointly sponsored by the Red Cross and the School

Department.

Voted: To take up Article 21.

Article 21. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $2,500.00, or any other

sum, for the payment of vocational tuition and transportation according

to the provisions of Chapter 74 of the General Laws, or take any other

action relative thereto.

Voted: To raise and appropriate the sum of $2,500.00 for the

payment of vocational tuition and transportation according to the pro-

visions of Chapter 74 of the General Laws.

Voted: To take up Article 24.

Article 24. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $6,000.00, or any other

sum, for Chapter 90 Construction of Powder Mill Road, South Acton

from the Maynard-Acton Line easterly to bridge approach, a distance

of approximately 1,450 feet; said money to be used in conjunction with

$6,000.00 to be allotted by the County and $12,000.00 to be allotted

by the State, or take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To raise and appropriate the sum of $6,000.00 for

Chapter 90 Construction of Powder Mill Road, South Acton from the
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Maynard-Acton Line easterly to bridge approach, a distance of approxi-

mately 1,450 feet; said money to be used in conjunction with $6,000.00

to be allotted by the County^ and $12,000.00 to be allotted by the State.

11:28 P.M. Voted: To adjourn until 7:30 P.M. Monday,

March 16, 1959 in Blanchard Auditorium.

Monday, March 16, 1959.

Moderator called the meeting to order at 7:30 P. M.

Article 16. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $5,000.00, or any other

sum, for the preliminary preparation of a recreation area, or take any

other action relative thereto. (Inserted by Recreation Commission).

Voted: To pass over the article.

Voted: To take up Article 19.

Article 19. To see whether the Town will vote to accept the

following amendment to the "Agreement for a Regional School District

for the Towns of Acton and Boxborough, dated as of March 10, 1955,"

as previously amended, Namely,

To delete Section 1 of the Said Agreement in its entirety and

substitute the following new Section 1, viz.:

"Section 1, Membership of the Regional District School Com-
mittee.

A. The Regional District School Committee, hereinafter referred to

as the 'Committee,' shall consist of nine members, six from the

Town of Acton and three from the Town of Boxborough.

B. As long as the school committees of the Towns of Acton and

Boxborough shall consist, respectively, of six and three mem-
bers, election to m.embership on the local school committee of

the member towns shall constitute election to membership on

the committee.

C. A majorit)^ of the members of the full membership of the Com-
mittee shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

D. The Committee shall have all the powers and duties con-

ferred and imiposed upon school committees by law and con-

ferred and imposed upon it by this Agreement, and such

additional powers and duties as are specified in Section 6 to
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16 I, inclusive, of Chapter 71 of the General Laws, any

amendments thereof or additions thereto now or hereafter

enacted, or as may be specified in any applicable special law."

Motion: To accept the following amendment to the "Agreement

for a Regional School District for the Towns of Acton and Boxborough,

dated as of March 10, 1955," as previously amended, namely,

To delete Section 1 of the said Agreement in its entirety and

substitute the following new Section 1, viz.:

"Section 1, Membership of the Regional District School Com-
mittee.

A. The Regional District School Committee, hereinafter referred to

as the 'Committee,' shall consist of nine members, six from the

Town of Acton and three from the Town of Boxborough.

B. As long as the school committees of the Towns of Acton and

Boxborough shall consist, respectively, of six and three mem-
bers, election to membership on the local school committee of

the member towns shall constitute election to membership on

the Committee.

C. A majority of the members of the full membership of the

Committee shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of

business.

D. The Committee shall have all the powers and duties conferred

and imposed upon school committees by law and conferred and

imposed upon it by this Agreement, and such additional

powers and duties as are specified in Section 6 to 1 6 I, inclusive,

of Chapter 71 of the General Laws, any amendments thereof

or additions thereto now or hereafter enacted, or as may be

specified in any applicable special law."

Moderator appointed the following tellers: David Tinker, Chauncey

Fenton, Porter Jenks, William O'Connell, Thomas Wetherbee, Elizabeth

Boardman, Doris Soar, Norman Mcintosh, Robert Stow, James Wilson,

Julia Barry, Jessie Knippel, Hazel Vose, Elsie Winslow, Eleanor Wilson

and Phyllis Sprague.

Ballot: Shall the Town vote to accept a proposed amendment to

the "Agreement for a Regional School District for the Towns of Acton

and Boxborough, dated as of March 10, 1955," as previously amended,

by deleting Section 1 of said Agreement and substituting therefor a new

Section 1 as set forth under Article 19 of the Warrant for this meeting.^

Yes

No
Total— 174. Yes— 132. No— 40. Blanks— 2.

Voted.
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Voted: To take up Article 25.

Article 25. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate from the

Surplus Revenue Account the amount of the State's and County's allot-

ments for highways under Chapters 81 and 90; provided that the

reimbursement be credited back to the Surplus Revenue Account, or

take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To appropriate from the Surplus Revenue Account the sum

of $38,125.00, provided that the reimbursement be credited back to the

Surplus Revenue Account. This sum to be made up as follows:

Chapter 81 Maintenance State $17,325.00

Chapter 90 Maintenance State 1,400.00

Chapter 90 Maiitenance County 1,400.00

New Construction State 12,000.00

New Construction County 6,000.00

$38,125.00

Article 26. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $500.00, or any other

sum, to widen the approach to Charter Road from Massachusetts Avenue

(Route 111), or take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To raise and appropriate or appropriate from available

funds the sum of $500.00 to widen the approach to Charter Road from

Massachusetts Avenue (Route 111).

Article 27, To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $1,800.00, or any other

sum, for the purchase of a pickup truck for the Highway Department,

or take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To appropriate from Surplus Revenue the sum of $1,800.00

for the purchase of a pickup truck for the Highway Department.

Article 28. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $1,500.00, or any other

sum, for the purchase of a compressor for the Highway Department, or

take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To pass over the article.

Article 20. To see whether the Town will vote to accept the

following amendment to the "Agreement for a Regional School District
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for the Towns of Acton and Boxborough, dated as of March 10, 1955,"

as previously amended, namely.

To delete Section 10 of the said Agreement in its entirety and

substitute the following new Section 10, viz.:

"Section 10. Notice of Debt Authorization.

"Notice of debt authorization shall be given in accordance with

the provisions of Section 16 I of Chapter 71 of the General Laws,

as amended, or as the same may be amended."

Motion: To accept the following amendment to the "Agreement

for a Regional School District for the Towns of Acton and Boxborough,

dated as of March 10, 1955," as previously amended, namely.

To delete Section 10 of the said Agreement in its entirety and

substitute the following new Section 10, viz.,

"Section 10. Notice of Debt Authorization.

"Notice of debt authorization shall be given in accordance with

the provisions of Section 16 D of Chapter 71 of the General Laws,

as amended, or as the same may be amended."

Voted Unanimously: To direct the Town Clerk to cast one "Yes"

ballot.

Ballot: Shall the Town vote to accept a proposed amendment to

the "Agreement for a Regional School District for the Towns of Acton

and Boxborough, dated as of March 10, 1955," as previously amended,

by deleting Section 10 of said Agreement and substituting therefor a

new Section 10 as set forth under Article 20 of the Warrant for this

meeting ? Yes No

Town Clerk cast one "Yes" ballot as directed.

Article 23. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board

of Selectmen to appoint an executive secretary in accordance with Sec-

tion 23A of Chapter 41 of the General Laws, as amended, or as the same

may be amended, and to raise and appropriate or appropriate from

available funds the sum of $3,500.00, or any other sum, for the payment

of salary for such executive secretary, or take any other action relative

thereto.

Motion: To authorize the Board of Selectmen to appoint an

executive secretary in accordance with Section 23A of Chapter 4l of the

General Laws, as amended, or as the same may be amended, and to

raise and appropriate the sum of $3,500.00 for the payment of salary

for such executive secretary.
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Same tellers. Ballot vote.

Total— 179. Yes— 86. No— 91. Blanks— 2.

Motion did not prevail.

Article 29. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $500.00, or any other

sum, for the purchase of a mud pump for the Highway Department, or

take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To raise and appropriate the sum of $500.00 for the pur-

chase of a mud pump for the Highway Department.

Article 30. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $600.00, or any other

sum, for the purchase of a two-way radio for Highway Department

truck, or take any other action relative thereto.

Motion: To raise and appropriate the sum of $600.00 for the

purchase of a two-way radio for Highway Department truck.

Motion: Did not prevail.

Article 31. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $700.00, or any other

sum, for the purchase of a snow plow for the Highway Department, or

take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To appropriate from Surplus Revenue the sum of $700.00,

for the purchase of a snow plow for the Highway Department.

Article 32. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate,

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $605.00, or any other

sum, for the purchase and installation of twelve (12) speed limit signs

and additional street name signs, or take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To raise and appropriate the sum of $605.00 for the

purchase and installation of twelve (12) speed limit signs and 40

additional street signs on 20 posts.

Article 33. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $6,300.00, or any other

sum, for the purpose of repairing and hot topping the Town Hall

driveways, elimination of front circular drive and installation of septic

tank and leaching field, or take any other action relative thereto.
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Voted Unanmously: To raise and appropriate the sum of

$2,500.00 for curbing the circular drive and installation of a septic tank

and leaching field at the Town Hall.

Article 34. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the balance

of Chapter 718 money to eliminate the dangerous condition caused by

ledge in Taylor Road approximately 500 feet southerly of Main Street,

or take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To appropriate $3,031.40, the balance of Chapter 718

money, to eliminate the dangerous condition caused by ledge in Taylor

Road approximately 500 feet southerly of Main Street.

Article 35. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate

or appropriate from available funds the sum of $200.00 as its contribu-

tion to the West and South Water Supply District of Acton toward the

cost of extending a six inch water main from Hosmer Street to the

Acton town dump on Massachusetts Avenue, or take any other action

relative thereto.

Voted: To raise and appropriate the sum of $200.00 as its con-

tribution to the West and South Water Supply District of Acton toward

the cost of extending a six inch water main from Hosmer Street to the

Acton town dump on Massachusetts Avenue.

Article 36. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the following

By-Law:

"All owners of land whereon is located an abandoned well or

a well in use, must either provide a covering for such well capable

of sustaining a weight of three hundred pounds or fill the same

to the level of the ground. The penalty for the violation of this

By-Law shall be a fine of not less than one hundred dollars nor

more than five hundred dollars, or take any other action relative

thereto. (Inserted by Board of Health)

.

Motion: To adopt the following By-Law:

"All owners of land whereon is located an abandoned well or

a well in use, must either provide a covering for such well capable

of sustaining a weight of three hundred pounds or fill the same to

the level of the ground. The penalty for the violation of this By-Law

shall be a fine of not less than one hundred dollars nor more than

five hundred dollars.

Motion: To amend by striking out "three hundred pounds" and

inserting in place thereof "one hundred fifty pounds."
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Motion on amendment lost.

Voted Unanimously: To adoptd the following By-Law:

"All owners of land whereon is located an abandoned well or a

well in use, must either provide a covering for such well capable

of sustaining a weight of three hundred pounds or fill the same to

the level of the ground. The penalt)^ for the violation of this By-Law

shall be a fine of not less than one hundred dollars nor more than

five hundred dollars.

Article 37. To see if the Town will authorize the Moderator to

appoint a Committee, to be known as the Town Sewerage Committee;

said Committee to be composed of five members with two members to

be appointed from the Board of Health, one member to be appointed

from the Board of Selectmen, one member to be appointed from the

Planning Board and one member to be appointed from the Town at

large; if vacancies should occur, then such vacancies are to be filled by

the Moderator in conformit)' with the aforementioned provisions; said

Committee to study the general overall sewerage situation in the Town
and the need or feasibility of a municipal sewerage system; said Com-

mittee to report its findings and recommendations to the next Special

Town Meeting or to the next Annual Town Meeting or take any other

action relative thereto. (Inserted by Board of Health).

Motion: To authorize the Moderator to appoint a Committee, to

be known as the Town Sewerage Committee; said Committee to be com-

posed of five members with hA'o members to be appointed from the

Board of Health, one member to be appointed from the Board of

Selectmen, one member to be appointed from the Planning Board and

one member to be appointed from the Town at large; if vacancies

should occur, then such vacancies are to be filled by the Moderator in

conformit)' with the aforementioned provisions; said Committee to study

the general overall sewerage situation in the Town and the need or

feasibility of a municipal sewerage system; said Committee to report its

findings and recommendations to the next Special Town Meeting or to

the next Annual Town Meeting.

Motion did not prevail.

Motion: To reconsider Article 29.

Motion withdrawn.

10:20 P.M. Voted to adjourn.

A true copy. Attest: CHARLES M. MacRAE,
Town Clerk.
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ABSTRACT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

NOVEMBER 23, 1959

Article 1. To hear and act upon the reports of any Boards or

Committees wishing to submit reports at this time.

Final Report of Committee to Compile Trust Fund Data.

Voted Unanimously: That report be accepted with thanks and

Committee be discharged.

FINAL REPORT OF COMMITTEE TO COMPILE TRUST FUND
DATA.

A 48-page report with pertinent details on trust funds has been

compiled by this committee and turned over to the Honorable Board of

Selectmen.

The follotving recommendations were made in the report:

1. All original information establishing trust funds be filed in a

safe place under the jurisdiction of the Town Clerk and that appropriate

copies be distributed to town officials or others who are authorized to

administer the funds.

2. That the Treasurer of the Town of Acton or other authorized

officials having custody of trust funds in the Town, comply strictly with

the provisions of each trust and with Chapter 44, Section 54 of the

General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts relating to invest-

ments for trust and cemetery perpetual care funds and any amend-

ments or changes thereto.

3. That the Town of Acton exercise due diligence in accepting

small trust funds which would prove to be more costly to administer

than the income therefrom would warrant, in view of the constantly

increasing costs of operating town business.

4. That the small Cemetery Surplus Fund be discontinued as a

separate fund and returned to the Perpetual Cemetery Fund or spent.

5. That this report be retained in the office of the Town Clerk

and made available for inspection by the residents of Acton, and that a

master copy be kept in a safe place and changes and additions recorded

as they occur.

The committee wishes to thank all of the town officials and others

we have contacted from whom we have received full co-operation, and

to the School Department of Acton for their assistance in typing certain
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of the reports. There have been no expenses incurred to the Town, by

this committee.

Respectfully submitted,

HAROLD F. NORDBERG
DAVID L. MAY
HARRISON D. FOOTE

Report on Street Numbering.

Voted Unanimously: To accept as a Report of Progress.

REPORT OF STREET NUMBERING

In accordance with the article passed at the Annual Town Meeting,

March 1959, existing street numbering in the Town has been inventoried,

a new numbering system prepared and a summary made of street number-

ing changes. The work was done under contract with Economic

Development Associates, the same consultants who are doing compre-

hensive planning for the Town.

As part of the surv^ey, a base map of the Town was prepared from

existing U. S. Geological Survey sheets on a 1 inch to 1,000 feet scale.

This map was subdivided into 27 sections and each section blown up to

produce a black and white print on a 1 inch to 200 feet scale. These

prints which are 25" by 36", were used to record street numbers, new
buildings and structure, names of families and other pertinent information

which will be of value to the Assessors and for town planning purposes.

A field survey was made to determine whether there was evidence

of any pattern or trend in the existing house numbering. No consistent

system was found, but in order to avoid number changes for at least

80 per cent of the home owners, it was recommended by the Planning

Board to keep present numbers where practicable. By adopting this

pohcy, not over 20 per cent of existing numbers will have to be changed.

Three by five cards were made out for all existing dwellings, the

name of the resident (or residents in case of a multiple family dweUing)
and street number assigned were placed on the card. Notification will be

sent to all residents whose numbers are changed, so that they can notify

the Post Office, and their regular correspondents.

According to the Town By-Laws, all residences must be marked
with street numbers at least three inches high and clearly visible from
the road. If in doubt as to your proper number, contact the Selectmen's

Office at the Town Hall.

By-products of the street numbering study and surv^ey arc many
and are certain to prove useful to the Town in many ways.
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Progress Report of the Planning Board on the Comprehensive Town
Study.

Voted: To accept the Report.

PROGRESS REPORT OF THE PLANNING BOARD ON THE
COMPREHENSIVE TOWN STUDY

At the annual town nneeting held in March 1959, the town voted to

appropriate the sum of $8000 for the purpose of hiring consultants to

make a comprehensive study of the town to help guide the various

boards and committees in planning for the future growth of the town.

At the time it was hoped that half the money spent on comprehensive

planning would be made available by the federal government under the

Title VII Urban Renewal Program. At the time of the town meeting,

there were no funds available and there was some question as to whether

congress would appropriate additional funds. The planning board applied

immediately through the Mass. Dept. of Commerce for matching funds

under the Title VII Program. The consultants were hired but were

instructed not to begin the program until we could ascertain the availability

of federal funds. The program was held up until September. Congress

has not as yet appropriated new funds. Therefore, the program is set up so

that only money spent after approval can be reimbursed by the federal

government. The money now being spent will, therefore, not be included

in a Title VII Program. Rather than commit the town to the full program

we have phased the work so that new proposals will be submitted by the

consultant at intervals thereby allowing us to take advantage of federal

aid at any time it may become available.

The first phase of the program, to be completed on December 31,

1959, calls for the expenditure of $3000 plus $500 for contingencies.

This first phase will include studies in the following areas:

1. Land use study and maps

This study will include a land use map, a compilation of land use

for the entire town, recorded primarily as industrial, commercial, resi-

dential, agricultural, and public ser\dce uses. This sur\^ey will also include

vacant land, and tax exempt properties as far as practical. An analysis

and summary of the quantity and distribution of all uses will be prepared

with particular attention being given to vacant land, its characteristic and

potential development.

2. Population

A study of population trends and distribution within the town will

be made simultaneously with land use. Location of all dwelling units

will be plotted on a base map for use in connection with subsequent

studies. Coupled with the land use study a forecast of population growth

and potential can be established.



THE TOWN OF ACTON 63

3. Sewerage and drainage study

A review of the entire sewerage and drainage problem will be

made, utilizing existing town studies and supplementing them with

additional data as deemed necessary. The land use study and population

forecast in "1" and "2" above respectively would also be used. A sum-

mary report, including a program and recommendations to meet current

and future sewerage and drainage needs, will be presented.

On November 9, 1959, Economic Development Associates made a

progress report to the Planning Board, the Industrial Development Com-

mittee, the Board of Health and the Selectmen.

Since this report was made so early in the program no conclusions

or recommendations were made, and largely, the report was concerned

with presenting a summary of methods and tools with which the con-

sultants will work.

The final report on this first phase is scheduled for completion on

December 31, 1959.

Report Concerning the Creation of a Special Town Engineer.

Voted: To accept the Report.

REPORT CONCERNING THE CREATION OF A
SPECIAL TOWN ENGINEER

The Planning Board and the Board of Selectmen have been con-

cerned about the quantity of engineering work, of a design and an

inspection nature, that is continuing to require Town attention. This is

presently handled by outside consultants, by the use of part time and full

time appointed town officials, and by various members of the elected

Town boards working in their spare time. It should be obvious to the

student of Acton Town aifairs that this arrangement can be looked upon

as temporary, at best.

If we consider the engineering help required by the Planning Board,

by the Highway Department and by the Selectmen, it is apparent that a

civil engineer, with a suitable academic and professional background, can

be gainfully employed on a fulltime basis. We therefore offer the follow-

ing recommendations:

1. The Town should consider the hiring of a suitably qualified civil

engineer on a full time basis. Starting salary should be roughly

equivalent to $7,500 per year.

2. The costs of this engineer might be split between the various jobs

going to make up this new position. On the basis of past years and
immediately foreseeable future needs, this might be as follows:
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Per Year %
Planning Board SI,000 12

Highway Department 2,000 '>2

Building Inspector 4,000 44

Subdivision Inspector 2,000 22

S9,000 100%

3. This Special Town Engineer would report to the Selectmen although

the work load would need to be planned on a day to day basis. The

timing of inspections of buildings and subdivisions under construc-

tion is largely dictated by the specific by-laws, so that this work

would necessarily take precedence. Other engineering activities w^ould

be planned on a longer range basis so that they would fit the timing

of the inspection work.

4. On the occasions when another man was needed to assist in surs'ey-

ing (to hold the rod. to cut brush or to set stakes), this man could be

borrowed from the highw^ay department. This man ought not be

needed for over ten hours per w^eek. We recommend that the Board

of Selectmen and the Finance Committee examine this proposal in

detail with a view of offering a specific article for the Annual Town
Meeting in March I960.

Respectfully submitted,

THE ACTON PLANNING BOARD
By H. \V. Flood

Article 2. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate from the

Surplus Revenue Account the sum of $4,000.00 to the Snow Removal

Account, or take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To appropriate from the Surplus Revenue Account the sum

of $4,000.00 to the Snow Removal Account.

Article 3. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of

Selectmen to increase the membership of the present Personnel Board

from three to six members, and with the right to fill any vacancies, such

appointments to be made in the following manner: t^'o members for a

term of one year, two members for a term of t^'o years, and two members

for a term of three years, thereafter the appointments shall be for a term

of three years. Except as otherwise provided by law the Personnel Board

shall have access to all facts, figures, records and other information

relating to the personnel of town departments, other than the School

Department unless requested by said department, and the same shall be

furnished forthwith by any such department whenever so requested by
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the Personnel Board and in such form as said Board may require, or take

any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To authorize the Board of Selectmen to increase the mem-

bership of the present Personnel Board from three to six members, and

with die right to fill any vacancies, such appointments to be made in the

following manner: two members for a term of one year, two members

for a term of two years, and two members for a term of three years,

thereafter the appointments shall be for a terra of three years. Except as

otherwise provided by law the Personnel Board shall have access to all

facts, figures, records and other information relating to the personnel

of town departments, other than the School Department unless requested

by said department, and the same shall be furnished forthwith by any

such department whenever so requested by the Personnel Board and in

such form as said Board may require.

Article 4. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of

Selectmen to appoint a committee of three members to be known as a

Street Lighting Committee, and with the right to fill any vacancies, said

committee to make studies of street lighting problems within the Town
of Acton and to report to the Board of Selectmen, or take any other

action relative thereto.

Voted: To authorize the Board of Selectmen to appoint a com-

mittee of three members to be known as a Street Lighting Committee,

and with the right to fill any vacancies, said committee to make studies of

street lighting problems within the Town of Acton and to report to the

Board of Selectmen.

Article 5. To see if the Town will vote to transfer the care,

custody, management and control of the South Acton School site, located

on School Street in said South Acton, from the School Committee to the

Board of Selectmen, for the purpose of using said property as the site

of a fire station, or take any other action relative thereto.

Voted Unanimously: To transfer the care, custody, management
and control of the South Acton School site, located on School Street in

said South Acton, from the School Committee to the Board of Selectmen,

for the purpose of using said property as the site of a fire station.

Article 6. To see if the Town will vote to transfer the care,

custody, management and control of the West Acton School sice, located

on Massachusetts Avenue in said West Acton, from the School Committee
to the Board of Selectmen, for the purpose of using said property as the

site of a recreation area, or take any other action relative thereto.
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Voted Unanimously: To transfer the care, custody, management

and control of the West Acton School site, located on Massachusetts

Avenue in said West Acton, from the School Committee to the Board of

Selectmen, for the purpose of using said property as the site of a recreation

area.

Article 7. To see if the Town will vote to insert a new section,

numbered 14A, to the Building By-Law of the Town of Acton, or take

any other action relative thereto:

Section 14A. Heating Equipment: Kerosene stoves and portable

kerosene heaters, (non-flue connected heater types) shall be barred

from use in a dwelling, a business or an industrial establishment in

the Town of Acton, and all other oil and gas fired heaters must

bear approval label as a result of tests and listing by a nationally

recognized testing laboratory and a permit shall have been issued by

the head of the Fire Department for its use, before a permit of occu-

pancy is issued. Approved non-flue connected heaters may be used

temporarily during construction on approval of the head of the Fire

Department.

Voted Unanimously: To insert a new section, numbered 14A, to

the Building By-Law of the Town of Acton.

Section 14A. Heating Equipment: Kerosene stoves and port-

able kerosene heaters, (non-flue connected heater types) shall be

barred from use in a dwelling, a business or an industrial establish-

ment in the Town of Acton, and all other oil or gas fired heaters

must bear approval label as a result of tests and listing by a

nationally recognized testing laboratory and a permit shall have been

issued by the head of the Fire Department for its use, before a

permit of occupancy is issued. Approved non-flue connected heaters

may be used temporarily during construction on approval of the head

of the Fire Department.

Article 8. To see if the Town will vote to amend Section 5 of the

Building By-Law of the Town of Acton by striking out that portion of

this section following the phrase, "Fees shall be paid as follows:" and

substituting the following: or take any other action relative thereto:

For work estimated to cost less than $1,000, the fee shall be

$1.00. Fees, for work estimated to cost more than $1,000, shall be

fifteen one hundredths of one percent (0.15%) of the estimated

cost of the work. ($1.50 per thousand)

Voted Unanimously: To amend Section 5 of the Building By-Law

of the Town of Acton by striking out that portion of this section follow-
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ing the phrase, "Fees shall be paid as follows:" and substituting the

following:

For work estimated to cost less than $1,000, the fee shall be

$1.00. Fees, for work estimated to cost more than $1,000, shall be

fifteen one hundredths of one percent (0.15%) of the estimated

cost of the work. ($1.50 per thousand)

Article 9. To see if the Town will vote to accept as a Town Way
the road, the Plan of which has been filed in the office of the Town
Clerk, said plan showing a road forty (40) feet in width and a twenty-

four (24) foot or more travelled way extending in a northeasterly

direction from Paul Revere Road to a turn-around, a distance of approxi-

mately four hundred twenty-two (422) feet, said road to be known as

Betsy Ross Lane, and said road to be maintained by the developer for a

period of one year after acceptance, or take any other action relative

thereto.

Voted: To pass over the article.

Article 10. To see if the Town will vote to accept as a Town Way
the road, the Plan of which has been filed in the office of the Town
Clerk, said plan showing a road forty (40) feet in width and a

twenty-four (24) foot or more travelled way extending in an easterly

direction from Conant Street to a turn-around directly in front of Lot #19
and Lot #20, a distance of approximately six hundred (600) feet, said

road to be known as Country Club Road, and said road to be maintained

by the developer for a period of one year after acceptance, or take any

other action relative thereto.

Voted: To accept as a Town Way the road, the Plan of which has

been filed in the office of the Town Clerk, said plan showing a road

forty (40) feet in width and a twenty-four (24) foot or more travelled

way extending in an easterly direction from Conant Street to a turn-

around directly in front of Lot #19 and Lot #20 a distance of approxi-

mately six hundred (600) feet, said road to be known as Country Club

Road, and said road to be maintained by the developer for a period of

one year after acceptance.

Article 11. To see if the Town will vote to accept as a Town Way
the road, the plan of which has been filed in the office of the Town Clerk,

said plan showing a road forty (40) feet in width and a twenty-four

(24) foot or more travelled way extending in a northerly direction

from Country Club Road to a turn-around directly in front of Lot #15
and Lot #16, a distance of approximately five hundred fifty (550) feet.
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said road to be known as Fairway Road, and said road to be maintained

by the developer for a period of one year after acceptance, or take any

other action relative thereto.

Voted Unanimously: To accept as a Town Road the road, the

Plan of which has been filed in the office of the Town Clerk, said plan

showing a road forty (40) feet in width and a twenty-four (24) foot

or more travelled way extending in a northerly direction from Country

Club Road to a turn-around directly in front of Lot #15 and Lot #16,

a distance of approximately five hundred fifty (550) feet, said road to be

known as Fairway Road, and said road to be maintained by the developer

for a period of one year after acceptance.

Article 12. To see if the Town will vote to accept as a Town Way
the road, the Plan of which has been filed in the office of the Town
Clerk, said plan showing a road forty-five (45) feet in width and a

twenty-four (24) foot or more travelled way extending in a north-

easterly direction from the State Highway, a distance of approximately

seventeen hundred (1700) feet, said road to be known as Henley Road,

and said road to be maintained by the developer for a period of one

year after acceptance, or take any other action relative thereto.

Voted Unanimously: To accept as a Town Way the road, the

Plan of which has been filed in the office of the Town Clerk, said plan

showing a road forty-five (45) feet in width and a twenty-four (24)

foot or more travelled way extending in a northeasterly direction from

the State Highway, a distance of approximately seventeen hundred

(1700) feet, said road to be known as Henley Road, and said road to be

maintained by the developer for a period of one year after acceptance.

Article 13. To see if the Town will vote to accept as a Town Way
the road, the Plan of which has been filed in the office of the Town
Clerk, said plan showing a road forty (40) feet in width and a

twenty-four (24) foot or more travelled way extending in an easterly

direction from Nagog Hill Road to a cul-de-sac, a distance of approxi-

mately six hundred fifty (650) feet, said road to be known as Green

Wood Lane, and said road to be maintained by the developer for a

period of one year after acceptance, or take any other action relative

thereto.

Voted Unanimously: To accept as a Town Way the road, the

Plan of which has been filed in the office of the Town Clerk, said plan

showing a road forty (40) feet in width and a twenty-four foot or

more travelled way extending in an easterly direction from Nagog Hill

Road to a cul-de-sac, a distance of approximately six hundred fifty

(1650) feet, said road to be known as Green Wood Lane, and said road
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to be maintained by the developer for a period of one year after

acceptance.

Article 14. To see if the Town will vote to accept as a Town Way
the road, the Plan of which has been filed in the office of the Town
Clerk, said plan showing a road forty (40) feet in width and a twenty-

four (24) foot or more travelled way extending in an easterly direction

and then a northerly direction from Nagog Hill Road to Green Wood
Lane, a distance of approximately twelve hundred (1200) feet, said road

to be known as Hemlock Lane, and said road to be maintained by the

developer for a period of one year after acceptance, or take any other

action relative thereto.

Voted Unanimously: To accept as a Town Way the road, the

Plan of which has been filed in the office of the Town Clerk, said plan

showing a road forty (40) feet in width and a twenty-four (24) foot

or more travelled way extending in an easterly direction and then a

northerly direction from Nagog Hill Road to Green Wood Lane, a

distance of approximately twelve hundred (1200) feet, said road to be

known as Hemlock Lane, and said road to be maintained by the developer

for a period of one year after acceptance.

Article 15. To see if the Town will vote to accept as a Town Way
the road, the Plan of which has been filed in the office of the Town
Clerk, said plan showing a road forty (40) feet in width and a twenty-

four (24) foot or more travelled way extending in a southerly direction

from Azalea Road, a distance of approximately two hundred forty (240)
feet to a temporary gravelled turn-around, said road to be known as

Iris Court, and said road to be maintained by the developer for a period

of one year after acceptance, or take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To pass over the article.

Article 16. To see if the Town will vote to accept as a Town Way
the road, the Plan of which has been filed in the office of the Town
Clerk, said plan showing a road sixty (60) feet in width for a distance

of one hundred ninety-eight and forty-one hundredths (198.41) feet

and forty (40) feet in width for a distance of one hundred twenty-three

(123) feet, both with a twenty-four (24) foot or more travelled way
extending in an easterly direction from Great Road about opposite the

East Acton Garage, with a total distance of approximately three hundred

twenty-one and forty-seven one hundredths (321.47) feet, said road to

be known as Azalea Road, and said road to be maintained by the developer

for a period of one year after acceptance, or take any other action rela-

tive thereto.
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V^oted: To pass over the article.

Article 17. To see if the Town will vote to accept as a Town Way
the road, the Plan of which has been filed in the office of the Town
Clerk, said plan showing a road fort)' (40) feet in width and a twenty-

four (24) foot or more travelled way extending in a northwesterly

direction from Pope Road, a distance of approximately eleven hundred

sevent)'-five (1175) feet, said road to be known as Brabrook Road, and

said road to be maintained by the developer for a period of one year

after acceptance, or take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To accept as a Town Way the road, the Plan of which

has been filed in the office of the Town Clerk, said plan showing a

road forty (40) feet in width and a twenty-four (24) foot or more

travelled way extending in a northwesterly direction from Pope Road,

a distance of approximately eleven hundred seventy-five (1175) feet,

said road to be known as Brabrook Road, and said road to be maintained

by the developer for a period of one year after acceptance.

Article 18. To see if tlie Town will vote to accept as a Town Way
the road, the Plan of which has been filed in the office of the Town
Clerk, said plan showing a road fort}' (40) feet in width and a

twenty-four (24) foot or more travelled way extending in a north-

easterly direction from Brabrook Road a distance of approximately 878

feet, said road to be known as Flagg Road, and said road to be main-

tained by the developer for a period of one year after acceptance, or

take any other action relative thereto.

Voted: To accept as a Town Way the road, the Plan of which has

been filed in the office of the Town Clerk, said plan showing a road

forty (40) feet in width and a twenty-four (24) foot or more travelled

way extending in a northeasterly direction from Brabrook Road a dis-

tance of approximately 878 feet, said road to be known as Flagg Road,

and said road to be maintained by the developer for a period of one

year after acceptance.

Article 19. To see if the Town will vote to accept as a Town
Way the road, the Plan of which has been filed in the office of the Town
Clerk, said plan showing a road forty (40) feet in width and a twent)'-

four (24) foot or more travelled way extending in a southwesterly

direction from Summer Street, a distance of approximately eight hundred

sixty-three (863) feet, said road to be known as Ethan Allen Drive, and

said road to be maintained by the developer for a period of one year

after acceptance, or take any other action relative thereto.



THE TOWN OF ACTON 7^

Voted; To pass over the article.

Article 20. To see if the Town will vote to accept as a Town
Way the road, the Plan of which has been filed in the office of the

Town Clerk, said plan showing a road forty (40) feet in width and a

twenty-four (24) foot or more travelled way extending in a south-

easterly direction from Ethan Allen Drive, a distance of approximately

four hundred fourteen (414) feet, said road to be known as Paul

Revere Road, and said road to be maintained by the developer for a

period of one year after acceptance, or take any other action relative

thereto.

Voted: To pass over the article.

8:43 P.M. Voted to adjourn.

A true copy. Attest:

CHARLES M. MacRAE,
Town Clerk.

Amendments to the Building By-Laws voted in the affirma-

tive at the Special Town Meeting, November 23, 1959, were

approved by Attorney General E.
J.

McCormack, Jr. on

December 29, 1959.
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REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

The Town of Acton is now facing another year of growth;

in homes and in population. The Finance Committee is

pleased with the direction and the healthy nature of the

Town's growth. There are fine new developments and homes

and many fine new citizens. This over-all expansion in Acton

again requires increased Town services.

In the proposed budget for 1960 attention is called to the

following significant increases which face the Town:

Expended Recommended
1959 1960 Increase

1 Local Schools $254,000.00 $329,000.00 $75,000.00

2 Regional School 212,000.00 260,000.00 48,000.00

3 Protection 101,000.00 115,000.00 14,000.00

4 Board of Health 33,000.00 39,000.00 6,000.00

Total $143,000.00

Education is very properly the largest item in the Town
budget. The New Elementary School is now in full operation.

The increased costs of operation of the enlarged School Plant

together with very necessary teachers' salary adjustments

account for most of the total school budget increase.

Town growth has required and will continue to require

more services in this and all other departments. Police and

fire protection, inspection and health services, and local

government all must keep pace to maintain Acton's high

standards to assure its character, attractiveness and stability.

In attaining these standards, all departments have given

realistic consideration to the expanding demands for services

in an effort to provide the best at minimum cost.

The Personnel Board has performed outstandingly in

reviewing personnel relationships, job classifications and

wage standardization in the several departments of the

Town.

In view of the ever increasing demands for services and

the benefits to be derived therefrom, the Finance Committee

urges very serious consideration be given by the Voters to



Article 9 creating a Town Engineering Department specific-

ally aimed at increased efficiency in the handling of highway,

drainage, subdivision and other engineering problems.

The Committee recommends the budget as presented and

wishes to remind the Voters that the budget and articles

voted at the Tow^n Meeting will be the basis for the 1960

tax rate.

EDWARD B. APEL
H. CALVIN GAEBEL
ALLEN G. MOODY
H. BRADFORD STURTEVANT
THOMAS N. ROGERS, Clerk

ARTHUR W. LEE, Chairman



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Middlesex, ss.

To either of the Constables of the Town of Acton, in said

County, Greetings:

In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you
are hereby directed to notify the legal voters of said Town
of Acton, qualified to vote at Town Meetings for the trans-

action of Town affairs, to meet in their respective precincts,

to wit:

Precinct 1 — Town Hall, Acton Center
Precinct 2 — Community Universalist Church, South Acton
Precinct 3— Acton Community Center, West Acton

at 12 o'clock noon, Monday, the seventh day of March, 1960

by posting a copy of this warrant, by you attested, at each

of the places as directed by vote of the Town, seven days
at least before the seventh day of March.

To bring in their votes on one ballot for the following

Town officers: Moderator, Town Clerk, Town Treasurer,

Town Collector, one Selectman for three years; one Assessor
for three years; one member of the Board of Public Welfare
for three years; four Constables for one year; one Cemetery
Commissioner for three years; two members of the School

Committee for three years; one member of the Board of

Health for three years; one Trustee of Memorial Library for

three years ; one member of the Planning Board for five

years; and a Tree Warden for one year.

The polls will be open at 12 o'clock noon, and close at 8

o'clock P. M.

You are further requested in the name of the Common-
wealth to notify the legal voters of said Town of Acton as

aforesaid, to meet at the BLANCHARD AUDITORIUM, in

said Acton on

Monday, March 14, 19,60 at 7:30 o'clock P.M.
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Then and there to act on the following articles:

Article 1. To choose all necessary Town Officers and Com-
mittees and fix the salaries and compensation of all the
elective officers of the Town.

Article 2. To see if the Town will vote to accept the
several reports of the Town Officers and Boards, or take any-

other action relative thereto.

Article 3. To hear and act upon the reports of any Com-
mittees chosen at any previous Town Meeting that have not
already reported.

Article 4. To see what sums of money the Town will vote

to raise and appropriate to defray the necessary expenses of

the several departments of the Town and determine how the

same shall be raised.

It is recommended that the following sums of money be

raised and appropriated for the several purposes hereinafter

designated and that the same be expended only for the pur-

poses under the direction of the respective boards, committees
or officers of the Town as follows:

I960 BUDGET

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 3.51% OF TOTAL

Expended Recommended
Item 1959 1960

1 $45.00 Moderator $75.00

2 87.49 Finance Committee Expenses 125.00

3 1,200.00 Selectmen's Salaries 1,200.00

4 569.59 Selectmen's Expenses 750.00

5 13,998.05 Town Office Clerical— Salary

—

Wages 13,410.00

6 750.00 Legal Services— Board of Select-

men 750.00

6A Extra Legal Services 1,500.00

7 1,575.00 Town Accountant 1,750.00

8 199.85 Expenses 225.00

9 3,000.00 Treasurer— Salary 3,000.00

10 550.00 Expenses 550.00
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Expended Recommended
Item 1959 1960

11 2,200.00 Town Collector— Salary 2,350.00

12 970.00 Expenses 970.00

13 4,600.00 Town Assessors — Salaries 4,900.00

14 39,0.24 Expenses 400.00

15 1,175.00 Town Clerk— Salary 1,475.00

16 446.52 Expenses 455.00

Election and Registrations

17 2,097.95 Salaries and Wages 4,040.00

18 401.30 Expenses 1,140.00

19 1,802.53 Planning Board— Expenses 1,900.00

20 9.10 Board of Appeals— Expenses .... 50.00

21 $36,067.62 Total General Government $40,965.00

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS .72% OF TOTAL

22 $3,181.05 Salaries and Wages $3,820.00

23 4,065.72 Expenses 4,610.00

24 $7,246.77 Total Buildings and Grounds $8,430.00

PROTECTION OF PERSONS AND PROPERTY
9.82% OF TOTAL

Police Department

25 $39,899.45 Salaries and Wages $44,366.00
26 6,374.58 Expenses 6,625.00

Fire Department

27 12,603.94 Salaries and Wages 15,315.00

28 8,504.70 Expenses 9,905.00

Fire Alarm System

29 5,261.34 Salaries and Wages 5,870.00
30 2,305.74 Expenses 2,830.00

31 11,600.00 Fire Hydrant Rental 12,345.00

Sealer of Weights and Measures

32 350.00 Salary and Travel 350.00
33 26.46 Expenses 50.00
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Expended Recommended
Item 1959 I960

Moth Department— Chapter 657

34 2,796.85 Wages 3,475.00
35 1,697.53 Expenses 1,700.00

36 74.40 Town Forest— Maintenance 100.00

37 386.50 Shade Tree Replacement 425.00

38 2,526.70 Tree Warden— Wages 2,605.00

39 1,094.61 Expenses 1,100.00

Wire Inspector

40 900.00 Wages and Travel 2,000.00

41 94.20 Expenses 100.00

Building Inspector

42 3,398.00 Wages and Travel 4,500.00

43 63.25 Expenses 75.00

Dog Officer

44 400.00 Wages and Travel 500.00

45 3.00 Building Committee 50.00

46 275.78 Civilian Defense 250.00

47 5100,637.03 Total Protection $114,536.00

HEALTH AND SANITATION 3.36% OF TOTAL

48 $275.00 Board of Health— Salaries $275.00

49 2,489.10 Expenses 3,000.00

50 650.00 Secretary— Salary 1,700.00

51 3,835.00 Town Nurse— Salary 4,092.00

52 959.40 Expenses 1,060.00

53 315.25 Town Nurse Part Time— Wages 400.00

54 3,791.25 Agent and Part-Time Agent—
Wages 4,475.00

55 300.00 Laboratory Fees 400.00

56 3,120.00 Town Dump— Custodian—
Wages 3,180.00

57 1,392.00 Custodian Part Time— Wages .... 1,392.00

58 112.50 Hospital and Sanitorium 1,500.00

59 177.93 Medical Supplies 250.00

60 649.20 Clinics 1,000.00

61 9,530.00 Garbage Collector 10,450.00

62 150.00 Inspector of Animals— Salary .... 150.00

63 27.32 Expenses 30.00
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Expended Recommended
Item 1959 1960

64 2,439.00 Plumbing Inspector— Wages 2,400.00

65 2,99,9.00 Mosquito Control 3,500.00

66 $33,211.95 Total Health and Sanitation $39,254.00

HIGHWAYS 7.04% OF TOTAL

Village Highways $6,000.00

Drainage 12,000.00

Chapter 81 Highways 12,125.00

Chapter 90 Highways 2,000.00

Snow Removal 28,000.00

Traffic Signs and Lines 1,720.00

Vacations and Holidays 2,460.00

Sidewalk Maintenance 250.00

Highway Machinery—
Maintenance 8,500.00

Street Lighting 9,360.00

77 $82,590.99 Total Highways $82,415.00

CHARITIES 5.69% OF TOTAL

78 $3,275.00 District and Local Welfare
Administration— Salaries $2,675.00

79 6,000.00 General Relief and Disability

Assistance 7,000.00

80 59,000.00 Old Age Assistance 50,000.00

81 7,890.51 Aid to Dependent Children 7,000.00

67 $7,998.06

68 10,149.86

69 13,050.00

70 2,200.00

71 29,000.00

72 1,499.92

73 2,256.00

74 249.85

75 8,000.00

76 8,187.30

82 $76,165.51 Total Charities $66,675.00

VETERANS' AID .77% OF TOTAL

Veterans' Benefits — Salary $600.00

Expenses 250.00

Expenditures 8,000.00

Veterans' Services — Salary 200.00

Expenses 25.00

88 $8,708.19 Total Veterans' Aid $9,075.00

83 $600.00
84 233.99

85 7,661.95

86 200.00

87 12.25
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Expended Recommended
Item 1959 1960

EDUCATION 50.27% OF TOTAL

LOCAL SCHOOLS 28.10% OF TOTAL

89 $177,437.81 Instruction $236,836.00
90 10,854.05 Textbooks and Supplies 14,817.00

91 25,878.91 Plant Operation 29,725.00

92 7,470.34 Blanchard Auditorium 8,400.00

93 2,479.71 Maintenance 3,000.00

94 21,989.48 Auxiliary Agencies 26,050.00

95 7,904.75 General Control 8,950.00

96 92.13 Outlay 1,000.00

97 257.17 Contingency Fund 400.00

98 $254,364.35 Total Local School Budget $329,178.00

REGIONAL SCHOOL 22.17% OF TOTAL

99 $146,786.49 Instruction $181,895.71
100 9,681.72 Text Books and Supplies 13,568.32

101 26,645.00 Plant Operation 24,372.40

102 1,604.61 Maintenance 2,528.80

103 4,366.23 Auxiliary Agencies 7,752.08

104 5,297.22 Transportation 10,478.10

105 7,972.39 General Control 9,278.08

106 1,935.67 Outlay 2,823.54

107 5,130.65 Blanchard Auditorium Lease 4,559.90

108 2,452.80 Athletic Fund 2,225.00

109 168.91 Contingency Fund 174.40

110 $212,041.69 Total Regional School Budget $259,656.33

111 $466,406.04 Total Education $588,834.33

LIBRARIES .69% OF TOTAL

112 $4,196.00 Salaries and Wages $5,420.00

113 1,498.31 Expenses 1,665.00

114 1,000.00 Books 1,000.00

115 $6,694.31 Total Libraries $8,085.00
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on Massachusetts Avenue from Wright Terrace to Birch
Ridge Road, on Summer Street from Arlington Street to

Ethan Allen Drive, on Willow Street from Summer Street

to Marian Road, on Marian Road to Duggan Road, on Duggan
Road to Smart Road, on Smart Road to Marian Road, and to

install seven new street alarm boxes, or take any other action

relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $3,440.00 he

raised and appropriated.

Article 13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$300.00, or any other sum, to comply with rules and regula-

tions of the F. C. C. Public Safety Service change ''Split-

Channel" Docket No. 11253 and Docket No. 12295 on or

before August 1, 1960, or take any other action relative

thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $300.00 he raised

and appropriated.

Article 14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$500.00, or any other sum, to install a new fire alarm
numbering system, or take any other action relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $500.00 he raised

and appropriated.

Article 15. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$6,400.00, or any other sum, to be expended by the Town
Building Committee for the purpose of hiring an architect

with said architect to be hired for the purpose of making
architectural working drawings for a contemplated new fire

station to be located at the site of the Old South Acton
School so-called, or take any other action relative thereto.

Recommendation will he made later.

Article 16. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$1,800.00, or any other sum, to be expended by the Board
of Selectmen for the purpose of demolishing or otherwise
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The Finance Committee recommends that $2,200.00 be

raised and appropriated.

Article 8. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$400.00, or any other sum, for the purchase of a resuscitator

for the Police Department, or take any other action relative

thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $400.00 he raised

and appropriated.

Article 9. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the

Board of Selectmen to establish an Engineering Department
for the Town, to be maintained under the supervision of the

Board of Selectmen, and that the sum of $5,500.00, or any
other sum, be raised and appropriated for the establishment

and maintenance of said department for the current year, or

take any other action relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $5,500.00 he

raised and appropriated.

Article 10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$7,000.00, or any other sum, for a Stabilization Fund, pur-

suant to the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 40, Section

5-B, or take any other action relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $7,000.00 he

raised and appropriated.

Article 11. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$500.00, or any other sum, to install a toilet on the first floor

of the Acton Center Fire Station, or take any other action

relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $500.00 he raised

and appropriated.

Article 12. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$3,440.00, or any other sum, to extend the fire alarm system
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Expended Recommended
Item 1959 1960

Julia McCarthy Elementary School

138 15,000.00 Maturing Debt 15,000.00

139 4,000.00 Interest 3,700.00

New Elementary School

140 45,000.00 Maturing Debt 45,000.00

141 28,620.00 Interest 27,000.00

West Acton Fire Station

142 12,000.00 Maturing- Debt 12,000.00

143 1,584.00 Interest 1,188.00

144 Anticipation of Revenue— Notes

— Interest 250.00

145 173,668.25 Total Maturing Debt and Interest 169,450.50

146 $1,026,689.42 Total Budget $1,171,706.12

Article 5. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the

Town Treasurer with the approval of the Board of Selectmen
to borrow money from time to time in anticipation of the

revenue of the financial year beginning January 1, 1960 and
to issue a note or notes therefor, payable within one year,

and to renew any note or notes as may be given for a period

of less than one year in accordance with Section 17, Chapter
44, General Laws, or take any other action relative thereto.

Article 6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$6,000.00, or any other sum, for a Reserve Fund, pursuant
to the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 6, or

take any other action relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $6,000.00 he

appropriated from Overlay Surplus.

Article 7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$2,200.00, or any other sum, for the purchase of two police

cruisers for the Police Department, or take any other action

relative thereto.
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Expended Recommended
Item 1959 1960

RECREATION .02% OF TOTAL tj

116 $418.00 Playgrounds— Wages $1,000.00'

117 151.56 Expenses 500.00

118 $569.56 Total Recreation $1,500,001

CEMETERIES 1.53% OF TOTAL i|

119 $13,552.90 Salaries and Wages $15,350.00

120 2,478.21 Expenses 2,500.00

121 $16,031.11 Total Cemeteries $17,850.00

OTHER CLASSIFIED EXPENSES 1.56% OF TOTAL

Town Reports $2,650.00

Workmen's Compensation 4,000.00

Surety Bonds 700.00

Archives Committee— Expenses 150.00

Fire Insurance— Town Buildings 5,300.00

Boiler and Machinery Insurance .. 700.00

Motor Vehicle Liability Insurance 3,000.00

Memorial Day 700.00

Miscellaneous 1,000.00

122 $2,032.77

123 2,835.42

124 581.00

125 101.30

126 4,049.82

127 579.16

128 2,167.60

129 633.26

130 239.86

131 $13,220.19 Total Other Classified Expenses .. $18,200.00

PENSIONS .55% OF TOTAL i

132 $5,198.78 Pension Fund $6,138.72

133 251.60 Expenses 262.40

134 21.52 Military Service Fund 35.17

135 $5,471.90 Total Pensions $6,436.29

MATURING DEBT AND INTEREST 14.47% OF TOTAL

Regional School

136 $30,400.00 Maturing Debt $30,400.00

137 37,064.25 Interest 34,912.50
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disposing of the Old South Acton School Building so-called,

or take any other action relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $1,800.00 he

raised and appropriated.

Article 17. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$1,800.00, or any other sum, to be expended by the Board
of Selectmen for the purpose of demolishing or otherwise

disposing of the Old West Acton School Building so-called,

or take any other action relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $1,800.00 be

raised and appropriated.

Article 18. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$1,000.00, or any other sum, for the purchase of a power
mower, or take any other action relative thereto.

Recommendation tvill be made later.

Article 19. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$200.00, or any other sum, for the purchase of a Fluid

Duplicator for the several Departments and Committees of

the Town, or take any other action relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $200.00 be

appropriated from Surplus Revenue.

Article 20. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$200.00 as its contribution to the West and South Water
Supply District of Acton tow^ard the cost of extending a six-

inch water main from Hosmer Street to the Acton town
dump on Massachusetts Avenue, or take any other action

relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $200.00 be raised

and appropriated.

Article 21. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of
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$464.00, or any other sum, for the purchase and installation

of sixteen (16) speed limit signs, or take any other action

relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $464.00 be raised

and appropriated.

Article 22. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$7,000.00, or any other sum, for Chapter 90 Construction of

Powder Mill Road and Main Street; said money to be used
in conjunction with $7,000.00 to be allotted by the County
and $14,000.00 to be allotted by the State, or take any other
action relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $7,000.00 be

raised and appropriated.

Article 23. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate

from the Surplue Revenue Account the amount of the State's

and County's allotments for highways under Chapters 81 and
90; provided that the reimbursement be credited back to the

Surplus Revenue Account, or take any other action relative

thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $41,875.00 be

appropriated from Svrplus Revenue.

Article 24. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$3,000.00, or any other sum, to complete the ledge work on

Taylor Road, started last year under Article 34 of the

Annual Town Meeting Warrant, or take any other action

relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $3,000.00 be

raised and appropriated.

Article 25. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$125.00, or any other sum, for the purchase of a five-drawer

filing cabinet for the Treasurer and Collector, or take any
other action relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $125.00 be

appropriated from Surplus Revenue.
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Article 26. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$400.00, or any other sum, for the purchase of an adding
machine for the Treasurer and Collector, or take any other

action relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $400.00 he

appropriated from Surplus Revenue.

Article 27. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$750.00, or any other sum, for the purchase and installation

of three sets of swings which sets of swings are to be

installed at the three playgrounds in Acton, or take any
other action relative thereto. (Inserted by Recreation

Commission)

Recommendation will he made later.

Article 28. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$12,000.00, or any other sum, for the construction of two
tennis courts, one at the playground in Acton Center, and
one at the playground in South Acton, or take any other
action relative thereto. (Inserted by Recreation Commission)

Recommendation ivill he made later.

Article 29. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the

Board of Selectmen to purchase, take by eminent domain or

otherwise acquire for the Town for use as a refuse disposal

area a parcel of land, believed to belong to the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, containing approximately 10.5 acres

of land, which property is located on the Northerly side of

Route 2 and adjacent to the present Town refuse disposal

area, and to see if the Town will appropriate money therefor,

to be provided by taxation, by appropriation from available

funds or by borrowings under Chapter 44 of the General
Laws, or take any other action relative thereto. (Inserted

by Board of Health)

Article 30. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$1,000.00, or any other sum, to purchase and install a 200
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ft. Chain link fence at the Town Dump, or take any other
action relative thereto. (Inserted by Board of Health)

Recommendation will he made later.

Article 31. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$500.00, or any other sum, for the purpose of surveying,

laying out new sections for Cemetery lots, making new maps
of the Cemeteries and to authorize the Cemetery Commis-
sioners to do anything necessary, proper and expedient for

carrying out the above purposes, or take any other action

relative thereto. (Inserted by Cemetery Commissioners)

Recommendation will be made later.

Article 32. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$2,000.00, or any other sum, for the payment of vocational

tuition and transportation according to the provisions of

Chapter 74 of the General Laws, or take any other action

relative thereto. (Inserted by School Departments)

The Finance Committee recommends $2,000.00 be raised

and appropriated^

Article 33. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$500.00, or any other sum, to establish a special Water
Safety Account for the support of the Water Safety Pro-

gram which is jointly sponsored by the Red Cross and the

School Department, or take any other action relative thereto.

(Inserted by School Department)

The Finance Committee recommends $500.00 be raised

and appropriated.

Article 34. To see if the Town will vote to accept the

gift of $2,500.00 to it under the provision of Article Third

1 (f) of The A. B. Conant Trust, and to see if the Town
will accept the provisions contained in said article, which

reads as follows:

Article Third 'Twenty-five Hundred Dollars ($2500)

to the Town of Acton, the income only to be used



19

for the purposes connected with the High School of

said Town."

Article 35. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$2,500.00, or any other sum, for the purpose of resurfacing

the parking area and driveway at the Town Hall, or take

any other action relative thereto.

Recommendation will he made later.

Article 36. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$900.00, or any other sum, to construct a sidewalk in front

of the South Acton Congregational Church on School Street,

or take any other action relative thereto. (Requested by
Executive Board of the South Acton Congregational Church)

The Finance Committee does not recommend passage of

this article.

Article 37. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$175.00, or any other sum, for the purchase of a copying
machine for the Town Office, or take any other action

relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends that $175.00 be

appropriated from Surplus Revenue.

Article 38. To see if the Town will vote to pay the

following unpaid bills incurred in the year 1959.

Henry E. Keenan, for services rendered to the

Town of Acton in appraisal of the fair market
value of Parcels 30, 35 and 37, Main Street, South
Acton, Massachusetts, formerly owned by Richard
T. Kelley and Rose M. Kelley, and subsequently
taken by eminent domain and appropriated to the

public use. $375.00

John J. Sheehan for legal services rendered to

the Town of Acton in connection with Middlesex
Superior Court Case, Equity Number 21563, Town
of Acton and Charles D. MacPherson, Martin S.

Meigs, and Lawrence Donnelly, Board of Selectmen
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of Acton vs. Real Estate Co-Operative, Inc. and
John J. McGloin. $520.95

The Finance Committee recommends that these amounts
be raised and appropriated.

Article 39. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$1,500.00 to be paid to Richard T. Kelley and Rose M. Kelley

as compensation for damages incurred by the taking by
eminent domain and appropriation to the public use of

Parcels 30, 35 and 37 as shown on a Plan of the Relocation

of a Portion of Main Street, Acton as ordered by the County
Commissioners 1958 and duly recorded with the Middlesex
South District Registry of Deeds in Book 9138, pa^e 533.

The Finance Committee recommends that $1,500.00 he

raised and appropriated.

Article 40. To see if the Town will vote to transfer the

small Cemetery Surplus Fund to the Perpetual Care Fund
in accordance with the recommendations of the Trust Fund
Committee, or take any other action relative thereto.

Article 41. To see if the Town will vote to replace Article

1 of Section 1 of the Town By-Laws, dated March 8, 1926,

with the following; or take any other action relative thereto.

All business of the annual meeting, except the elec-

tion of Town officers, shall be held on the first

Monday in March of each year. This meeting shall

determine such matters as are required by law. The
Board of Selectmen shall set the time and the place

for the annual meeting.

(Inserted by Planning Board)

Article 42. To see if the Town will vote to replace Article

2 of Section 1 of the Town By-Laws, dated March 8, 1926,

with the following; or take any other action relative thereto.

The election of Town officers shall take place on the

second Monday of March of each year. The Board
of Selectmen shall set the location of the polling

places and the polling hours.

(Inserted by the Planning Board)
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Article 43. To see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds the sum of

$3,000.00, or any other sum, to be spent over a two-year

period by the Planning Board to continue the survey of

drainage in the Town, or take any other action relative

thereto. (Inserted by Planning Board)

The Finance Committee recommends that $1,000.00 be

raised and appropriated for this purpose during the current

year.

Article 44. To see if the Town will vote to amend the

Protective Zoning By-Law of the Town of Acton by adding
the following paragraph to Section I— Continued Non-
Conforming Use of Land and Buildings and Temporary Uses,

or take any other action relative thereto.

Change of Non-Conforming Use: The Board of

Appeals may permit non-conforming use to be
changed to any specific use not substantially differ-

ent in character or objectionable to a neighborhood.

Article 45. To see if the Town will vote to amend Section

II— 3 of the Protective Zoning By-Law of the Town of Acton
by striking out paragraph 3 and substituting the following,

or take any other action relative thereto.

3. Signs

a. In the interests of public safety, the following

practices are prohibited:

1. Any sign or advertising device protruding or

extending over public property.

2. Any flashing illuminated sign or advertising

device.

3. Any sign or advertising device with moving
parts.

4. Any sign or advertising device hung on or

otherwise affixed to any other sign or adver-

tising device.

5. Any noise-making sign or advertising device.

6. Any swinging sign or advertising device.

7. In addition, the illumination of a sign must be
controlled so as to avoid the casting of beams
therefrom, directly or indirectly into the eyes

of persons driving vehicles on the highways.
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b. No signs or advertising devices of any sort or
description may be erected or affixed in any loca-

cation, except that:

1. In a Residential and Agricultural District the
following are permitted

A. Signs pertaining to the lease, sale or use
of a lot, or buildings provided that such
signs not larger than a total area of six

(6) square feet, are permitted.

B. Not more than two signs of two square
feet each, pertaining to the use to which
a dwelling is put, having the name of the

occupant and/or the designation of any
authorized occupation permitted in a Resi-

dential and Agricultural District, are per-

mitted.

2. In a Business District not more than one sign

is permitted at each place of business, to

advertise the type of business, the occupation

or trade carried on, or the principal product

or service sold. For the purposes of this sec-

tion, two similar signs, back to back, so as to

face in opposite directions, shall be considered

as one sign. A business facing on two streets

shall be permitted one sign on each street.

3. In an Industrial District the same rules and
regulations shall apply as in a Business Dis-

trict.

c. In Business and Industrial Districts no signs shall

be erected until approved by the Board of Select-

men and licensed by it. Application for a license

shall be accompanied by a detailed drawing, done
to scale showing the proposed sign together with

the proposed scheme of colors. The license fee

shall be $2.00. Prior to issuing a license for a

sign the Board of Selectmen shall give due con-

sideration not only to the location, general appear-

ance, and the public safety as outlined in Section

II 3a, above, but also to determine conformation

with the general architectural style prevalent in

the area in which it is to be located.

d. Each sign may be licensed for a specific period of

time if the Board of Selectmen deems that this is

in the best interests of the Town.
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e. Temporary Signs may be erected as follows:

1. To warn against contagious disease

2. To warn against danger
3. To insure silence where serious illness exists.

Such temporary signs shall be removed as soon as the

need ceases. No license fee shall be required for these

Temporary Signs.

Article 46. To see if the Town will vote to add a new
paragraph, numbered 8, to Section VI of the Protective

Zoning By-Law of the Town of Acton as follows, or take

any other action relative thereto.

8. Penalties: The penalties for violation of this By-Law
shall be as follows:

For the first offense— $50.00

For the second offense— $100.00

For each subsequent offense— $200.00

Article 47. To see if the Town will vote to amend Section

III— 1 of the Protective Zoning By-Law of the Town of

Acton by striking out the words *'or two families" and sub-

stituting "family" in paragraph 'a' of this section, and by
striking out the words "three or more" and substituting

"two or more" in paragraph 'b' of this section, or take any
other action relative thereto.

Article 48. To see if the Town will vote to add new
sections, numbered 4 and 5, to Section IV, Business District,

of the Protective Zoning By-Law of the Town of Acton as

follows, or take any other action relative thereto.

4. Parking Area. A suitable parking area must be pro-

vided off the public ways for all automobiles used by persons
within the business, as well as for a reasonable number of

automobiles of customers, clients or other persons patroniz-

ing the business establishment. The formula for determining
the proposed number of parking spaces required shall be
submitted to the Selectmen at the same time that the
application for a building permit is submitted to Building
Inspector, required under the Building By-Law of the Town
of Acton.

5. Off-Street Loading Facilities. Off-street loading facili-

ties must be provided and be of sufficient area to keep the
public way clear.
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Article 49. To see whether the Town will raise and
appropriate or appropriate from available funds a sum not
exceeding $95,000.00 for the Stabilization Fund, or take any
other action relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends approval of this

article.

Article 50. To see whether the Town will authorize pay-

ment from the Stabilization Fund to Acton-Boxborough
Regional School District of a sum not exceeding $95,000.00

for the purpose of paying the Town's proportional share of a

contribution toward the cost of constructing an addition to

the Acton-Boxborough Regional High School building, sub-

ject to the approval of the Emergency Finance Board, or

take any other action relative thereto.

The Finance Committee recommends approval of this

article.

And you are directed to serve this Warrant by posting

attested copies thereof seven days at least before the time
of said meeting in not less than six public places in the

Town to be designated by the Board of Selectmen.

Hereof fail not and make due return of this Warrant with
your doings thereon to the Town Clerk at or before the time
of meeting as aforesaid.

Given under our hands at Acton this second day of

February, 1960.

CHARLES D. MacPHERSON,
LAWRENCE DONNELLY,
MARTIN S. MEIGS, Jr.,

Selectmen of Acton.
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REPORT OF ACTON SCHOOL DEPARTMENT
AND

ACTON-BOXBOROUGH REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

ORGANIZATION

Acton School Committee

Mrs. Evelyn N. MacLean, Chairman Term Expires 1962

Mr. Thomas E. Wetherbee, Secretary Term Expires 1962

Mrs. EHzabeth H. Boardman Term Expires I960

Mr. Edmond
J.

McNiff Term Expires I960

Mr. George E. Neagle Term Expires 1961

Mr. Lloyd E. Williamson Term Expires 1961

Acton-Boxborough Regional District School Committee

Mr. George E. Neagle, Chairman Term Expires 1961

Miss Margaret A. Shea, V'tce-Chahman Term Expires I960

Mrs. Elizabeth H. Boardman Term Expires I960

Dr. Joseph H. Hartshorn Term Expires 1962

Mrs. Evelyn N. MacLean Term Expires 1962

Mr. Edmond
J. McNiff Term Expires I960

Mr. John A. M. Smith Term Expires 1961

Mr. Thomas E. Wetherbee Term Expires 1962

Mr. Lloyd E. WilHamson Term Expires 1961

Meetings of the School Committees

The Acton School Committee holds regular meetings on the first

and third Mondays of each month and the Regional School Committee

meets on the second and fourth Mondays. Both groups convene at the

Acton-Boxborough Regional High School at 7:30 P. M.

Tel.

Superintendent of Schools, William L. O'Connell 3-7738

Director of Guidance, Miss Ruth R. Proctor 3-7738

School Physician, Paul P. Gates, M.D 3-5671

School Nurse, Miss Barbara A. Clemence 3-7738

Secretaries

:

Mrs. Frances Anderson, Julia L. McCarthy-Marion L. Towne
School 3-4982

Mrs. Priscilla Felt, Superintendent's Office 3-7738

Mrs. Jane Lewis, High School Principal's Office 3-7738

Mrs. Mary Ott, Acton Elementary School 3-4181

Miss Clarke Reese, High School Principal's Office 3-7738

Mrs. Anne Tatler, Guidance Department 3-7738

Attendance Officer, Mr. Louis Leveroni 3-4982
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Principals:

Julia L. McCarthy-Marion L. Towne School

Mrs. Margaret H. Barrett 3-4982

Acton Elementary School

Mrs. Carolyn T. Douglas 3-4181

Acton-Boxborough Regional High School

Mr. Raymond
J.

Grey 3-7738

Director of Cafeterias, Mrs. Anne H. Rimbach 3-7977

Cafeteria Staffs:

Julia L. McCarthy-Marion L. Towne School:

Mrs. Martha Lowden, Manager

Mrs. Edith Dale

Mrs. Anna Foley

Mrs. Laura Fullonton

Mrs. Martha Jeanson

Acton Elementary School:

Mrs. Helen Worrall, Manager

Mrs. Pauline Allen

Mrs. Virginia Manion

Mrs. Frances Sindoris

Mrs. Mary Zimmer

Acton-Boxborough Regional High School:

Mrs. Meimi Fullonton, Manager

Mrs. Barbara Bentsen

Mrs. Lucille Cunningham

Mrs. Elinor Dorr

Mrs. Louise Garceau

Mrs. Barbara Hughes

Mrs. Florence Van Horn

Custodians

Julia L. McCarthy-Marion L. Towne School:

Mr. Ole Garthe

Mr. Louis Leveroni

Acton Elementary School

:

Mr. Robert Graham
Mr. Paul Richardson

Acton-Boxborough Regional High School:

Mr. Richard Allen

Mr. Timothy Hennessey

Mr. Emery Nelson

Mr. Russell Wolfe
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SCHOOL CALENDAR

Reopening of All Schools, January 4, I960

Winter Recess, February 22-26
Spring Recess, April 18-22

Memorial Day, May 30

Close of Acton Public Schools, June 10

Close of School, Grades 7 and 8, Acton-Boxborough Regional High

School, June 10

Graduation, June 10

Close of School, Grades 9, 10, 11, Acton-Boxborough Regional High

School, June 17 (weather permitting)

Summer Recess

Teachers' Meetings, September 6

Reopening of Acton-Boxborough Regional High School, Grades 7-12,

September 7

Reopening of Acton Public Schools, Grades 1 - 6, September 8

Columbus Day, October 12

Visiting Day (Workshop), October 28

Veterans' Day, November 11

Thanksgiving Recess, Noon November 23, 24, 25

Christmas Hohdays, December 23, I960 - January 2, 1961

Reopening of All Schools, Tuesday, January 3, 196I

Winter Recess, February 20 - 24

Spring Recess, April 17-21
Memorial Day, May 30

Close of Acton Public Schools, Grades 1 - 6, June 9

Close of School, Grades 7 and 8, Acton-Boxborough Regional High

School, June 9

Graduation, June 9

Close of School, Grades 9, 10, 11, Acton-Boxborough Regional High
School, June 16

NO SCHOOL SIGNAL
1-1-1-1 7:15 A. M. No School Acton Public Schools—Grades 1 - 6

2-2-2-2 7:00 A. M. No School All Schools All Day

REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS— 1959

To THE School Committee and Citizens of Acton:

Herewith is presented my annual report as Superintendent of Schools

for Acton and the Acton-Boxborough Regional School District. From
the following graphs and charts I have attempted to give a complete

picture of the future needs for both the Town of Acton and the Acton-

Boxborough Regional School District.
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Ire frimaru Lnrollment

The annual census taken by the senior class in October 1959 shows
that as of that date there will be 1332 pre-primary children who will be
entering our grade schools in the next six years. This is an increase of
over 250 children since the census was taken in October 1958.
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This illustration shows that by 1964 there will be 1400 pupils in

Grades 1 - 6. This does not allow for any transfer students or new

families moving into Acton in the next six years. These figures report

children who are now enrolled in our schools and those who will be

entering our first grade according to the pre-primary school census.
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This chart shows that there will be enrolled in the regional high

school by 1964 over 1000 children. This projected enrollment is figured

on children who are now in the Acton and Boxborough Public Schools

and who will be entering the regional school in the next six years.

These figures do not take into consideration any transfer children into

the regional high school or any new families that will be moving into the

two towns during this period of time.
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Each year more and more graduates are continuing their education

either at a four-year college, or nursing schools, junior colleges and

business schools. This trend will continue not only in this school, but

also in all high schools in the country. For example, in our regional

high school over 60% of the freshman class is enrolled in the college

course.
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UOSL Of Uperatino

ncton luDlic Jchools

In order that the Acton citizens may better understand the cost of

operating the Acton PubHc Schools, I have attempted by this chart to

show the percent and the amount of each phase of the 1959 budget.

As in most school budgets, the cost of instruction is by far the largest

amount. Again these are gross figures and do not show any money

received by the town to the credit of education.
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/ictons share o|^ operaiLing ]?eqional High School

Each year at town meeting it is difficult to show the citizens of Acton

the actual cost of Acton's share of operating the Acton-Boxborough

Regional High School. Therefore, I have attempted in this graph to

illustrate the actual cost of Acton's share in 1959. As in the previous

chart, the cost of instruction is the highest percentage of the budget.
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Housing

It is evident that Acton will need to build additional classrooms in

the ver)' near future to house the many boys and girls who will be

coming to the Acton Public Schools and the Acton-Boxborough Regional

High School in the next five years. The Acton-Boxborough Regional

District School Committee has already been studying the high school

classroom shortage. It is a well known fact that the present regional

school can operate efficiently only through June 1961, because in Septem-

ber 1961 an enrollment of over 800 is forecast for this system.

The Acton Public Schools will need additional classrooms in the

very near future also, as we know that we will have over 1400 children

entering our first grades in the next six years.

Acton, like other surrounding towns, is experiencing a shifting

population. However, from our high school records we find that since

September 1959 twenty-five children have moved out of our school system

but that we have gained fifty-two children, making an increase of twenty-

seven. The increase is even greater in the Acton Public Schools. If we are

to believe the most recent forecast released in Boston, in that Acton will

have a population of 8200 in a short time, it becomes more evident that

plans for future school needs have to be formulated now.

Miss Marion L. Towne

Miss Towne retired in June 1959 from the Acton School System

after almost forty years of devoted service. The Acton School Committee

honored her by naming after her the building which was formerly

Acton High School. This school is now known as the Marion L. Towne
School.

Conclusion

Due to the length of the high school principal's report this year,

I have shortened my report. Since the evaluation account of the Acton-

Boxborough Regional High School is printed in detail, it is hoped that all

interested parents will read it thoroughly.

I should like to express my appreciation to all the parents and

children in town who have cooperated with me in continuing to improve

the education for the children of the Town of Acton. I should like also

to express my appreciation to the school committees for the many hours

they have worked with me, and to all the school personnel and other

town officers for their excellent cooperation.

WILLIAM L. O'CONNELL,
Superifjtendent of Schools.
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MAJOR ACHIEVEMENTS FOR THE YEAR 1959

Acton-Boxborough Regional High School

1. Evaluation by the New England Association of Colleges and

Secondary Schools.

2. 1959 Yearbook won awards from Columbia University and Boston

University.

3. Latin I now being offered in Grade 8.

4. Biology now being offered in Grade 9.

5. Latin III added to high school curriculum.

6. School newspaper being printed by a commercial printer.

7. High school now a member of Dual County League.

8. Honors program in junior and senior high school.

9. Two projects approved by State Department of Education under

National Education Defense Act, — Science Department, S4,700.00,

Guidance Department, $600.00.

10. Hiring of instrumental instructor for high school band.

11. As of December 31, 1959, total number of books in school library,

1996; total circulation in 1959, 8202.

12. Appointment of Mr. Salvatore Lipomi as Director of Transportation.

Acton Public Schools

1. Opening of new 20-room elementary school, September, 1959.

2. Hiring of full-time librarian.

3. Fire Safety Program under the direction of Chief H. Stuart

MacGregor.

4. Hiring of instrumental instructor for elementary school orchestra.

5. Safety Patrol in operation at bus stops and on buses under the

direction of Sergeant Warren Birch of the Acton Police Department.

6. Appointment of Mr. Salvatore Lipomi as Director of Transportation.
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REPORT OF THE HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

The Acton-Boxborough Regional High School was admitted to the

New England Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools in 1955.

Although the Regional High School had until 1965 to be evaluated

by a visiting committee of educators, the administration decided to be

evaluated in 1959. As a result of this evaluation, the Acton-Boxborough

Regional High School was notified on May 4, 1959 that the Standing

Committee on public secondary schools had voted the Regional High

School for continuing membership in the Association.

Member schools of the New England Association of Colleges and

Secondary Schools must file a progress report five years after the evalua-

tion and in this progress report they have the privilege of agreeing or

disagreeing with the visiting committee's report. For the purpose of this

particular report the administration, after numerous meetings with the

faculty makes known its stand by using the following symbols next to

the committee's recommendations:

R = Rejected as unwise or undesirable at least at this time.

NA = Recommendation not applicable possibly because of faulty-

evaluation of the situation.

C = Recommendation accepted and completed.

PC rr Recommendation accepted, partially completed.

ANP n Recommendation accepted — no progress yet.

REPORT OF THE VISITING COMMITTEE

NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES
AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS

March 23, 24, and 25, 1959

ACTON-BOXBOROUGH REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL
West Acton, Massachusetts

Each school evaluated by the use of the Evaluative Criteria developed

by the Cooperative Study of Secondary-School Standards will have as

tangible outcomes of the evaluation, these things:

1. The educational values, experiences, and outlook resulting to

the staff from working carefully through the Criteria in prepara-

tion for review by a visiting committee.

2. The report of the chairman of the visiting committee, at which

time an oral summary of the committee's general impressions will

be presented.

3. This written report of the more significant findings of the

committee, with suggested recommendations.
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4. The summary forms applicable which present in graphic form

the average of the evaluations made by the school staff as modi-

fied by the visiting committees. (Excluding
J, Data for

Individual Staff Members.)

The evaluation has as its primary purpose the improvement of the

individual high school in the ser\ace it is rendering to the youth of the

community which it serves. The point of view of the committee in coming

to any high school is highly professional, and every attempt is made to

be objective. Since the materials are comprehensive and the time of the

visit is limited, it is easily possible that the committee may err in some

of its judgments. Individual members of the committee, quite naturally,

disagreed regarding some items in the evaluation. By the time the com-

mittee finished its work, however, there was a noticeable unanimity of

opinion regarding the school's salient points of strength and weakness.

The members of the visiting committee were as follows:

Name School System

Isaiah Chase Westwood High School

Dr. Walter H. McCloskey Uxbridge High School

James A. Cooke Shrewsbury High School

Wilbur C. Connon Ipswich High School

Perry Van Dyke Hanover High School

Gertrude M. Roughsedge Medford High School

Olivia Pearson West Bridgewater High School

Armand Dufour Fitchburg High School

Joseph Scannell Oxford High School

Rita Roy Winchendon High School

Norman Frye Revere High School

Helen V. Gay Beverly High School

Wilho Frigard Sutton Memorial High School

William G. Phelps Sudbury Regional High School

John Canavan Hardwick High School

Frank Magean Franklin High School

Sewall M. Drisco Hopedale High School

Mrs. Martina Driscoll State Department of Education

The members of the visiting committee were all enthusiastic in their

appreciation for the careful preliminary preparations for their visit and

the generous and welcome manner in which they were received. The

cooperation of staff and students was most helpful.

VISITING COMMITTEE REPORTS ON
SUBJECT AREAS AND MAJOR SECTIONS

Pupil Population and School Community (Section B)

Acton and Boxborough combine to form a community of both rural

and suburban characteristics with the latter developing rapidly in the
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foreseeable future. The average income and educational status of

families residing in the area is above the national average. Industry in

the immediate area is limited, particularly in respect to employment

opportunities, but access to outside industrial areas is easily gained by

developing highway systems.

The pupil population reflects this background particularly by their

serious-minded approach to education and the large proportion planning

to go on to further education beyond high school.

Educational Needs of Youth (Section C)

The faculty of the Acton-Boxborough Regional High School has

given evidence of a most careful and realistic self-evaluation program

and has accepted the educational needs of youth as outlined in the

Evaluative Criteria with certain understandable reservations.

The concise statement of philosophy of the school was accepted by

the committee and is included in full in this report.

STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

Because we recognize our responsibilit):

To the community, which by its support, makes education available

to all children —
To the parents, upon whom rests the primary obligation for develop-

ment of the child and from whom our own authority comes —
To the child, to whom we are primarily responsible and for whom

we must provide an education that will help him to meet his immediate

and long range goals —
And because we recognize that in a democracy the good of societ}'

can best be ser\'ed by raising the standards of the individual — we
propose to educate the child in the specific areas in which the school is

qualified to act.

Our Aims Are:

1. To provide an atmosphere in which learning is encouraged.

2. To meet the common educational needs of the students and, to the

extent that this is possible and desirable, to meet their individual

needs.

3. To prepare each to take his place in the community and to continue

his education, whether formal or informal, beyond high school.

4. To recognize every student as an individual and to encourage him
to think of himself as a contributing member of society.
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">. To provide each child with education consistent with his aptitudes

and interests.

6. To develop in the child:

a. Ethics.

b. Habits and attitudes that will result in sound mental and physical

health.

c. Appreciations of what is appropriate in the arts and in the art

of living.

d. Knowledge that will make him an intelligent and useful citizen.

e. Skills and abilities that will serve him as a consumer and a

producer in our economic system.

7. To encourage a gradual development in the child of—
a. The ability to analyze, attack, and solve his own problems.

b. The ability to assume self-discipline.

c. The recognition of his abilities and limitations.

Program of Studies (Section D)

The Committee Commends:

1 . The staff for providing a program of studies which is effectively

meeting the recognized educational needs of the youth of the

communities served.

The Committee Recommends:

1. That the staff continue to evaluate the program of PC
studies by frequent meetings of all of the members

and that adequate time be provided for this purpose.

2. That a more explicit program of studies be provided ANP
which can be made available to the staff, parents and

pupils.

3. That special consideration be given to a study of the PC
needs of the academically talented students and provide

for such in the program of studies.

4. That a study be made of the offerings in the general ANP
course with a view to providing a program which

would be practical and meaningful.

Art (Section D-3)

The Committee Commends:

1. The high calibre of displays about the building. There

is a better than average use of all available space to

exploit and explain the functions of the courses. The
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display case and bulletin boards are particularly effec-

tive.

2. The efficient use of equipment.

3. The adequac)^ of supplies for the courses.

4. The high degree of liaison betw'een the Junior High

and High School Supervisors in a smooth continuity of

courses.

5. The diversified selection of media coupled with an

awareness of the need for continual growth in their

respect.

6. The classes which are well organized and conduct

themselves with determination and direction. They

are adapted to the temper and tempo of the individual,

especially on the high school level.

The Committee Recommends:

1. Improvement of source material of reference files and ANP
library.

2. Addition of storage area for projects under^^ay. NA
3. A greater emphasis on coordination with Industrial Arts PC

and Home Economics.

4. The introduction of oil painting. R

5. A course in the technique of air brush. R

6. More emphasis on Art Appreciation, weaving and

ceramics. NA
7. A plan to improve the services of the art room through NA

a study of the lighting problem, and the ventilation in

the Supemsor's office.

8. That a study be made of the feasibility of adding to the NA
art curriculum such media that may create dirt without

impairing the cleanHness of the school.

Business Education (Section D-4)

The Committee Commends:

1. The enthusiasm of the business education teachers.

2. The teachers' methods which are adaptable to individual

needs and interests.

3. The satisfactory adjustment which the teachers have

made in the task of serving a ver)' wide range of
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abilities in their classes. Despite such a disparity all

levels are being served.

4. The availability of a course in typewriting to non-

business students.

The Committee Recommends:

1. That a study be made of the advisability for initiating ANP
co-operative effort between the business teachers and

the community that business education may be ready

for the future expansion in the Town.

2. The organization of a business education club to pro- ANP
mote interest in local business, placement opportunities,

and co-operative planning.

3. The initiation of a plan for an office assignment course C
which will place qualified business pupils in offices in

the school, or with a teacher, to perform duties related

to the training which they are receiving. Work to be

graded.

4. That a program of expansion in acquiring office PC
machines and equipment with the cooperation of busi-

ness teachers be initiated. The business teachers under

administrative guidance will constitute a capable com-

mittee to pursue such a study.

5. Elimination of the practice of having a student working NA
in the typing room without a teacher present. One
teacher should be placed in charge of the typing room.

6. That a study be made of the advisability of including PC
Consumer Education, Business Law and Economic

Geography as Business Education.

English (Section D-5)

The Committee Commends:

1. The sincere efforts to develop a well-rounded English

program on the four general aims in English as set

forth in their final course of study.

The Committee Recommends:

1. Continued and greater co-operation with the library C
staff and guidance department.

2. That the department head be given released school ANP
time for the purposes of supervising aand coordinating
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3. That a study be made by the administration and the ANP
English department to include a specialist in speech

instruction.

4. That more instructional material be provided for PC
specialized areas of instruction.

5. That provision be made of more dictionaries in English PC
classrooms.

Foreign Languages (Section D-6)

The Committee Commends:

1. The excellent preparation which is apparent in the

classroom.

2. The good work done with the materials available.

3. The physical facilities.

The Committee Recommends:

1. That Latin be offered for at least three years for the C
College students.

2. That Spanish be offered for three years to all pupils. R

3. That Latin and French be made available to all pupils NA
and not only to the College preparatory group.

4. That, for proper coordination, there should be a Head ANP
of Foreign Languages Department, who shall be

responsible for the proper coordination of the language

courses.

5. That the department have more Readers available in C
French and Spanish.

6. That more stress be paid to conversational work in PC
French and Spanish.

7. That Maps, Dictionaries, Word Lists and Reference PC
Grammars be made available for language classes.

8. That a Foreign Language Section be established in the PC
Librar}^ for adequate reference work.

9. That there should be more chalkboard space in the NA
Language classes.

10. That there should be improved Guidance to encourage NA
all pupils who wish to study Foreign Languages.
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Health and Safety (Section D-7)

The Committee Commends:

1. The pleasant health suite and its practical location.

2. The staff and administration for its general observance

of rules for good health and safety.

The Committee Recommends:

1. That plans be made for extending the program of C
Driver Education to take care of the prospective

increased enrollment.

2. That steps be taken to improve the mechanics of fire C
drill procedure.

3. That pupils, once outside during a fire drill, be directed C
to an area clear of all driveways.

Home Economics (Section D-8)

The Committee Commends:

1. The physical facilities which are exceptionally desirable

for an all inclusive program.

2. The varied and well-balanced curriculum which has

many immediate and carry-over values into adult life.

The Committee Recommends:

1. Initiation of a cooperative study by the Guidance and PC
Home Economics Departments for the purpose of

influencing more students to take advantage of the fine

educational and physical facilities.

2. The planning of a definite Public Relation Program ANP
within the community.

3. That more extended use be made of the living area. PC

4. Increased instruction of the pupils in the maintenance C
of equipment.

5. Closer coordination between the Home Economics C
Department and other areas of the school.

Industrial Arts (Section D-9)

The Committee Commends:

1. The personnel of the Industrial Arts Department for

their enthusiasm and willingness to devote free periods

and after school time to further meet the needs of the

students.
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2. The Metal Area for its exceptionally fine course content

and the great variety of projects offered and under

construction.

3. The variety of the courses.

4. The equipment of modern and up to date design.

5. The staff for the formation of the Shop Hobby Club.

The Committee Recommends:

1. That non-skid material be installed on floor of wood- ANP
working area.

2. That a study be made of condition of floor of metals C
area.

3. That increased storage facilities should be provided. C

4. That increased variety of work materials be available. C

5. That immediate steps be taken to start a Radio-Elec- ANP
trical Program in the Shop.

6. Installation of acoustical treatment on ceiling of the R
drafting room.

7. That the hoist in the automotive area be centrally ANP
placed.

8. That steps be taken to increase the floor space in the PC
machine area for safety.

Mathematics (Section D-11)

The Committee Commends:

1. The sincere effort on the part of the mathematics

teachers.

2. The effective use of the available instructional materials.

The Committee Recommends:

1. That a Head of the Mathematics Department be ANP
appointed.

2. That the mathematics program be broadened to meet NA
the needs of all students in Grades 9-12.

3. That a study be made of the adequacy of instructional PC
materials.

4. That a study be made of the articulation between the PC
various grade levels in the area of mathematics.
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5. That the administration study the assignment of courses NA
to teachers so that mathematics teachers would be

teaching only in the mathematics area.

Music (Section D-12)

The Committee Commends:

1. Excellent administrative cooperation and support in the

development of a well-rounded music program.

2. Enthusiastic, vigorous, and capable leadership on the

part of the director of music in the establishment of a

relatively inclusive music program in a short period of

time.

The Committee Recommends:

1. That an immediate study be made of the need for an C
increase in the music teaching staff to assist the director

of music in instrumental instruction in both the high

and elementary grades.

2. That the services of the director of music be scheduled C
to the high school level except for direct supervision of

the elementary school music programs.

3. That the enlargement of the record library be a con- PC
tinning function.

Physical Education for Boys (Section D-13)

The Committee Commends:

1. The staff for the fine relationship which exists

between the staff and the boys.

2. The recent addition of new equipment which will make
the program more effective.

3. The fine physical set up for indoor activities and the

size of the outdoor area.

4. The use of physical fitness tests for the boys.

The Committee Recommends:

1. That the outdoor play area be closer to school as R
valuable class time is lost travelling to and from play

area.

2. That more emphasis be placed on skills and abilities C
having practicable carry over into adult physical recrea-

tional activities.
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3. That a program of corrective activities be provided for PC
boys with particular needs.

4. That consideration be given to the assignment of the PC
instructor to the Acton-Boxborough Regional High

School on a full-time basis.

5. That foot baths and additional locker or basket C
facilities be provided in the boys' locker room.

Physical Education for Girls (Section D-14)

The Committee Commends:

1. The staff for the efficient conduct of the program.

2. The incorporation of audio-visual aids in the program.

3. The recent addition of new equipment which will make

the program more effective.

4. The fine physical set ups for indoor activities and the

size of the outdoor area.

The Committee Recommends:

1. That the outdoor play area be closer to school as R
valuable class time is lost travelling to and from play

area.

2. That more emphasis be placed on skills and abilities C
having practicable carry-over into adult physical recrea-

tional abilities.

3. That tests be administered for the purpose of deter- NA
mining the physical fitness of each girl.

4. That a program of corrective activities be provided for PC
girls with particular needs.

5. That locker or basket facilities in the girls' locker room C
be increased so that each girl has at least one basket.

6. That additional benches and a full length mirror as ANP
well as foot baths be added to girls' locker room.

7. That consideration be given to the addition of clothes ANP
hooks in the area of individual showers.

8. That consideration be given to the assignment of the PC
instructor to the Acton-Boxborough Regional High
School on a full-time basis.
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Science (Section D-15)

The Committee Commends:

1. The teachers of science for making the greatest possible

use of materials provided.

2. The cooperative spirit between the science department

and the library staff.

3. The additions of the teachers' personal materials for

broadening the scope of the teaching.

The Committee Recommends:

1. That a greater number of pupils be encouraged to PC
participate in the Science Fair.

2. That the possibility of extending the audio-visual pro- NA
gram in science be studied.

3. That adequate time be allowed for teachers to prepare ANP
demonstrations and experiments.

4. That provision be made for continued purchase of C
special equipment and supplies.

5. The appointment of a department head. ANP

6. That a study be made of the advisability of setting up a PC
coordinated course of study in the science field.

7. That as far as possible all science classes be scheduled NA
in or near the science rooms.

Social Studies (Section D-16)

The Committee Commends:

1. The grouping of students on ability level.

2. The class size, which makes for more efficient teaching.

3. The excellent beginning of the development in the

library of social study material.

4. The excellent rapport between teacher and student.

5. The educational background of the social study staff in

that area.

6. The extensive use of the chalk boards as a teaching

instrument.

The Committee Recommends:

1. An expansion of the audio-visual aids, maps and charts. PC

2. The setting up of a social studies librar)^ in each room, ANP
for area being studied at time.



THE TOWN OF ACTON 97

3. That club offerings be expanded. C

4. That an investigation be made into the feasibihty of NA
making available, on a heterogeneous basis, for all

seniors, a course in the area of Problems of Democracy.

5. That a curriculum study be made for the purpose of PC
relocating into another department. Commercial Law,

Consumer Economics and Economic Geography.

6. That a Head of the Department be appointed in order ANP
to better correlate the offerings.

7. Increase in each room of dictionaries. C

8. The investigation into the feasibility of establishing for NA
outstanding students in the senior year, a seminar in the

field of American History.

Pupil Activity Program (Section E)

The Committee Commends:

1

.

The formation of the clubs in response to the expressed

needs and interests of the pupils.

2. The variety of pupil activities and the relatively high

degree of pupil participation and of faculty guidance

which are influential factors contributing to the per-

sonal pride of the students as members of the Acton-

Boxborough Regional High School.

3. The large enrollment in the music activities, which is

a tribute to the music department.

The Committee Recommends:

1. A reappraisal of existing activities as to their leisure C
recreational, and social values.

2. Consideration of the possibility of broadening the C
interscholastic intramural sports, including such sports

that carry over into adult life, such as badminton, golf

and social dancing.

3. Consideration of the possibility of increasing the scope NA
of the Student Council so as to include the formulation

of and enforcement of school policies and regulations.

4. Analysis of the value of utilizing home room group as a NA
more vital social entit}' within itself and in the total

life of the school.

5. Organization of a joint faculty and pupil committee to PC
plan a 1959-1960 Assembly Series, having a tentative

schedule ready by June, 1959.
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6. Study of content, frequence of issuance and format of C
papers of other Regional Schools for the purpose of

raising the standards of The Colonial Crier.

7. Initiation of clubs of cultural and community interest PC
such as of Art, Music and of Business.

8. Insistence by administration of insurance covering pupils C
participating in interscholastic competition.

Library Services (Section F)

The Committee Commends:

1. The physical arrangements of the suite.

2. The mechanics of operation of the library.

3. The work done to train pupils in library citizenship.

4. The efforts of the librarian to cooperate with other

members of the faculty.

The Committee Recommends:

1. That consideration be given to providing clerical C
assistance to the librarian.

2. That the audio-visual aids be under the supervision of PC
a person other than the librarian.

3. That, in so far as is practicable, the library is not to PC
be used as a study hall.

4. That reconsideration be given to the rule limiting a NA
pupil to one period per day.

Guidance Services (Section G)

The Committee Commends:

1. The personnel of the Guidance Department for their

sincere efforts to promote the general welfare of the

Acton-Boxborough Regional High School.

2. The people and committees of this district for their

understanding and foresight in providing ideal physical

facilities for the Guidance Department.

The Committee Recommends:

1. That consideration be given to extending the services PC
concerned with job opportunities and placement for

graduates and school leavers.
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2. That consideration be given to providing more clerical C
assistance for the Guidance Department.

3. That consideration be given to the inclusion of a male ANP
counselor in the Guidance program on a part-time basis.

4. That consideration be given to relieving guidance per- NA
sonnel from administrative duties.

5. That consideration be given to developing closer liaison NA
between the Guidance Department and the teaching

staff.

School Plant (Section H)

The Committee Commends:

1. Excellent choice of site, with aesthetic qualities, central

location, and desirable physical characteristics.

2. The fact that the administration, architect, and building

committee sought the counsel of the school staff in

cooperating to produce a very pleasing, functional

building at reasonable cost.

3. The excellent work of the custodial staff in maintain-

ing the property in a pleasant and sanitary condition.

4. Provision of facilities that would provide excellent

program in adult education when the need for this

becomes apparent.

5. Provision of risers by students in the shop program.

6. Installation of safety treads in aisle areas of auditorium.

The Committee Recommends:

1. Development of an outdoor area for physical education R
that is nearer the building than the present area used

for this purpose.

2. That a study be made of the advisability of blocking ANP
off Charter Road for reasons of safety.

3. That a study be made of the assignment of custodial R
staff for the protection and more efficient maintenance

of the school building during non-school hours.

4. That provision be made for controlling glare on west ANP
wall of gymnasium and in art room.



100 224th ANNUAL REPORT OF

5. That provision be made for ventilation of faculty PC
dining room, librarian's office, art supervisor's office,

music director's office, and any other unventilated

similar areas.

6. That provision be made for more mirrors in lavatory ANP
areas.

7. That provision be made for more chalkboard in NA
several specialized classroom areas.

8. That a graphboard be installed in each classroom used ANP
for mathematics classes.

9. That two cots be available in the clinic. ANP

10. That a program be instituted for the provision of more NA
rooms that can be darkened for the use of audio-visual

aids.

11. That a study be made relative to the need of a "late" ANP
bus.

12. That a hand rail be provided on the stairs leading to C
parking area.

School Staff and Administration (Section I)

The Committee Commends:

1. The recognition by the school committee and school

administrators of the need of a growing school sys-

tem and the fact that they are preparing to remedy

the problems identified.

2. The fine use which the administration is making of the

splendid plant in instituting and carrying out a

modern program of education to a very effective degree,

in the face of conditions in staff personnel which need

stabilizing.

3. The development of a fine spirit of pride, teamwork

and loyalty among the staff members.

4. The fine school spirit, sense of responsibility, and

desire for educational progress evidenced in the stu-

dent body, staff, and administration.

The Committee Recommends:

1. The establishment of the position of full-time vice- ANP
principal.
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2. That department heads be appointed in various areas ANP
of the curriculum.

3. That the School Committee proceed to complete draw- C
ing up and codifying its policies.

4. That consideration be given to the need for more NA
stability of teacher population, with emphasis on

future appointments, of teachers with greater maturity

and experience.

5. That consideration be given to the need for more C
clerical assistance in the areas of guidance, library and

in general service to the staff.

6. That consideration be given to the adoption of a salary C
program that will retain and attract desirable personnel

in today's highly competitive market.
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m MEJVIORiAM

ROBERT J. DU1\]\E

CUSTODIM ACTO^-BOXBORUUGH

REGIONAL HIGH

Appointed August 1937

Died September 50, 1959
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School Finances 1959

Received— To the Credit of Schools

State Aid for Transportation $18,347.50

State Aid for Public Schools 91,929.83

Federal Aid 10,687.50

Education of Handicapped 3, 370.25

Tuition 3,151.17

Miscellaneous 47.80

$127,534.05

Net Cost of Operation

Appropriated, March, 1959:

Regional School District $209,588.89

Acton Public Schools 253,407.81

1462,996.70

Total Amount Expended from Appropriations:

Regional School District $204,551.61

Acton Public Schools 242,308.32

$446,859.93

Received to Credit of Schools 127,534.05

$319,325.88

Less: Cost of New Equipment (Capital Outlay) 1,356.49

NET COST OF OPERATION $317,969.39
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Expended for Operation in 1959

High Elementary Total

Instruction $150,425.08 $185,562.31 $335,987.39

Books and Supplies 10,014.08 10,854.05 20,868.13

Plant Operation 25,778.67 25,878.91 51,657.58

Plant Maintenance 1,625.98 2,479-71 4,105.69

Auxiliary Agencies 4,308.37 3,164.48 7,472.85

Transportation 17,482.50 19,555.00 37,037.50

General Control 8,053.19 7,904.75 15,957.94

Special Charges 5,321.82 5,321.82

Contingencies 74.99 257.17 332.16

Gross Cost of Operation $223,084.68 $255,656.38 $478,741.06

Gross cost per high school pupil (550) $405.68

Gross cost per elementary school pupil

(979) $261.14

Gross cost per pupil (1529) $313.10

Gross Cost of Operation (as above) .... $223,084.68 $255,656.38 $478,741.06

Less Receipts 55,237.50 72,296.55 127,534.05

Net Cost of Operation $167,847.18 $183,359.83 $351,207.01

Net cost per high school pupil (550) $305.18

Net cost per elementary school pupil

(979) $187.29

Net cost per pupil (1529) $229.69

I960 SCHOOL BUDGETS

Total appropriation recommended by Acton

School Committee $320,778.00

Net amount requested by Acton-Boxborough

Regional District School Committee 257,430.00

$578,208.00

Estimate of School Aid and other state or

federal reimbursement $141,600.00

Estimate of other non-tax receipts for school

support 2,000.00

Total non-local tax receipts for school support 143,600.00

Ambunt to be raised by local taxation for

support of schools $434,608.00
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ACTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Proposed Budget for I960

January 1 - December 31, I960

Salaries— Instructional

Present Faculty $224,236.00

Additional Needs — five (5) teachers 9,000.00

Substitutes 2,500.00

Miscellaneous 1,100.00

Total Salaries — Instructional $236,836.00

Books and Supplies

J. L. McCarthy-M. L. Towne School $7,968.00

Acton Elementary School 4,600.00

Audio Visual Aids, Grades 1-6 390.00

Guidance, Grades 1-6 720.00

Music, Grades 1-6 1,139.00

Total Books and Supplies $14,817.00

Operation of Plants

Custodians $15,500.00

Fuel 6,000.00

Supplies 1,700.00

Water 300.00

Gas 550.00

Electricity 4,600.00

Telephones 575.00

Miscellaneous 500.00

Total Operation of Plants $29,725.00

Maintenance of Plants

Instructional Equipment $500.00

General Maintenance Equipment 2,500.00

Total Maintenance of Plants $3,000.00

Auxiliary Agencies

Library — McCarthy-Towne School $300.00

School Nurse 2,200.00

School Physician 400.00
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Health Supplies 50.00

Printing and Advertising 50.00

Transportation 22,750.00

Miscellaneous 300.00

Total Auxiliary Agencies $26,050.00

General Control

Administrative Salaries $7,650.00

Attendance Officer 50.00

Conference Attendance by Superintendent 150.00

Stationery, Postage, Supplies 300.00

School Committee 200.00

Miscellaneous 600.00

Total General Control $8,950.00

Capital Outlay

Record Players $200.00

Record Cabinets 30.00

Filing Cabinet 30.00

Musical Instruments and Teaching Aids 90.00

Miscellaneous 650.00

Total Capital Outlay $1,000.00

CONTINGENCY FUND $400.00

Summary

Salaries — Instructional $236,836.00

Books and SuppHes 14,817.00

Operation of Plants 29,725.00

Maintenance of Plants 3,000.00

Auxiliary Agencies 26,050.00

General Control 8,950.00

Capital Outlay 1,000.00

Contingency Fund 400.00

$320,778.00
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GRADUATION EXERCISES

JUNE 12, 1959

Salutatorian

Valedictorian

Scholarship Awards:

West Acton Woman's Club

Stephen French

Acton Center Woman's Club

Elizabeth Park

Acton Parent Teachers Association

Lillian Foley

Maynard Rotary Club

John Mulvany

Acton Firemen's Association

Judith Cornwall

Robert Gould

Acton High School Scholarship Fund

Janice Hill '

Elizabeth Roach

Acton Lions Club

George Hollywood

Acton Teachers Association

Robert Nylander

Other Awards:

Bausch and Lomb Medal

Robert Gould

Rensselaer Medal

Robert Gould

Daughters of American Revolution Award
Elizabeth Roach

Outstanding Senior

Elizabeth Roach

American Legion Medals for Scholarship, Loyalty

and Achievement

Elizabeth Roach

Curtis Laffin

Elizabeth Ann Roach

Janice D. Hill

University of Rhode Island

Massachusetts School of Art

Fitchburg State Teachers College

University of Massachusetts

Simmons College

Tufts University

University of Massachusetts

University of Massachusetts

University of Massachusetts

University of Virginia
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Harvard Club of Concord Book Prize

Peter Peck

University of Massachusetts Mathematics Award
Robert Gould

National Honor Society Members:

Seniors: Stephen French, Robert Gould, Janice Hill,

George Hollywood, John Mulvany, Robert Nylander,

Elizabeth Roach, Linda Treyz

Juniors: Carol Abbt, Catherine Duggan, Janice Gibbs,

Patricia Gould, Caroline Jarvi, Beverly Marston,

Rosahe O'Connell, Sara-Ann Sarno,

Margaret Smith, Carolyn Sweatt

CLASS OF 1959

Cynthia Ann Bean

Donna Ann Blaum

Paul Martin Caten, Jr.

Peter Edward Clahane

Susan Lennia Collins

Judith Andrea Cornwall

Robert Holt Darling, Jr.

Marcia Lynne Firth

Peter Hansen Flagg

Lillian Mary Foley

Stephen Hubbard French

David Edward Gould

Robert Henry Gould

Lois Anne Hall

Richard Dennis Hammond
Bernard Wallace Harrison

Glee Carol Hawes
Janice Donna Hill

George Henry Hollywood

Carolyn Alice Hope
Arlene Elizabeth Howe
Stephen Eugene Huntley

Dennis Carl Jones

Paul Charles Kelleher

Curtis Alan Laffin

Gale Arlene Lazaro

Margaret Mary Lentine

Roland John Livermore

Donald Robert MacPhee

Kenneth Peter MacPhee
Stephen Barrie Mason
William Ernest McNiff

Leon Burton Meader, Jr.

Jay Michael Moody
John Thomas Mulvany

Cynthia Ann Nelson

Robert Harrington Nylander

Elizabeth Janet Park

Roger Alan Pcderson

Malcom Jeness Perkins

Sylvia Beatrice Purrier

Richard James Rankin

Linda Joan Reese

Elizabeth Ann Roach

Sandra Louise Seller

MaryAnn Simeone

Robert Bernard Soar

Frank Andrew Soracco, Jr.

Linda Treyz

Gail Annette Upham
Bruce Linwood Vinal
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REPORT OF SCHOOL PHYS8CIAN

The annual physical examinations were completed in October,

Special examinations were given early in the year for those participating

in athletics. Parents were notified of medical, orthopedic, and dental

problems found.

In conjunction with the Board of Health, Schick Tests for diphtheria

immunization were held in April and Tuberculin Tests as screening

measure of tuberculosis were given in December.

I wish to thank Mr. O'Connell, the townspeople, teachers. Miss

Clemence and Mrs. Hale for their cooperation and assistance.

Respectfully submitted,

PAUL P. GATES, M.D.

REPORT OF SCHOOL NURSE

Eye and ear examinations for school year 1958-1959 were completed

in March in all grades. The majority of corrections have been made.

A pre-school clinic was held in April. Twent)-eight children out of

a possible 210 were registered by school personnel, and the physical

examination of children was done by school physician, Dr. Gates.

A diphtheria clinic was held in April, with 247 children in grades

1, 3, and 5 receiving the Schick Tests. Seven children needed complete

immunization, and 44 received booster inoculations.

Junior and senior high school sports candidates received physical

examinations by Dr. Gates in September. Routine physical examinations

of students in grades 4, 7, 10, and 11 were completed by Dr. Gates in

October. A total of 548 students were examined, and parents were

notified of medical, orthopedic, or dental defects.

Eye examinations were completed in all grades in December, with

450 students in grades 1, 4, 7, and 11 and 40 school personnel tested.

Twelve persons had chest X-rays taken as part of the follow-up program.

Daily visits were made to each school in checking for communicable

diseases, sickness, and accidents.
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A few children with medical defects have been referred by physicians

to Children's, Massachusetts General and Kennedy Memorial Hospitals

for further care. Students have been referred to social agencies, such as

Walden Clinic and Concord Family Service. The Lions Club has assisted

in making eye examinations and glasses available when necessary.

First Aid courses were offered at junior- and senior-high level.

Twenty-three junior high students received Red Cross First Aid Certifi-

cates in June. A Future Nurses Club has been organized for students in

grades 9 to 12 interested in nursing, and allied fields.

I wish to thank parents, Mr. OConnell, principals, teachers, other

school personnel. Dr. Gates, Mrs. Hale, R.N., and Mrs. McNiff for their

cooperation.

Respectfully submitted,

BARBARA A. CLEMENCE, R.N.
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ACTON-BOXBOROUGH REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Proposed Budget for I960

January 1 - December 31, I960

General Control

School Committee Expenses $300.00

Administrative Salaries 8,450.00

Supervisor of Attendance 50.00

Stationery, Postage, Supplies 400.00

Conference Attendance by Superintendent 150.00

School Census 200.00

Magazines, Books, Dues 50.00

Bonding Treasurer 300.00

State Audit 140.00

Miscellaneous 600.00

TOTAL GENERAL CONTROL $10,640.00

Expenses of Instruction

Present Faculty $192,076.00

Additional needs:

Four (4) full-time teachers

One (1) teacher-counselor

One (1) part-time teacher ) 12,920.00

One (1) part-time secretary

Assistant Principal

Conference Attendance 300.00

Substitutes 2,500.00

Miscellaneous 800.00

TOTAL SALARIES $208,596.00

Textbooks

Art $50.00

Business 358.00

English 1,449.00

Guidance 75.00

Home Economics 75.00

Industrial Arts 100.00

Languages 725.00

Mathematics 403.00

Music 50.00

Orientation 60.00
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Physical Education 136.00

Remedial Reading 180.00

Science 615.00

Social Studies 700.00

Miscellaneous 1,000.00

TOTAL TEXTBOOKS $5,976.00

Instructional Supplies (Specific)

Art $1,000.00

Audio-Visual Aids 350.00

Business 250.00

English 50.00

Guidance 721.00

Home Economics 1,000.00

Industrial Arts 1,410.00

Music 867.00

Physical Education 576.00

Remedial Reading 60.00

Science 800.00

Total Supplies (Specific) $7,084.00

Instructional Supplies (Gen-

eral) 2,500.00

TOTAL EXPENSES OF IN-

STRUCTION

Operation of Plant

Custodians

Fuel

Gas

Light

Plowing

Supplies

Telephone

Water

Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATION OF
PLANT $27,950.00

Maintenance of Plant

Instructional Equipment $620.00

General Maintenance Equipment 1,000.00

$224,156.00

$12,200.00

5,500.00

500.00

4,600.00

600.00

2,300.00

1,200.00

300.00

750.00



1,280.00

$2,900.00

$200.00

350.00

2,200.00

100.00

1,250.00

200.00

250.00

40.00

1,500.00

2,500.00

300.00
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Typewriters (4) (Replacement)

TOTAL MAINTENANCE
OF PLANT

Auxiliary Agencies

Transportation— Field Trips ..

School Physician

School Nurse

Health Supplies

Library

School Car (Insurance, Excise

Tax)

Graduation

Printing and Advertising

Middlesex County Retirement

System Assessment

Insurance

Miscellaneous

TOTAL AUXILIARY
AGENCIES $8,890.00

Outlay

Musical Instruments and Music

Stands

Tape Recorder

Record Cabinet

Chairs for Music Room
Biology Tables and Stools

Tablet Armchairs

Tote Trays

Miscellaneous

TOTAL OUTLAY

Cost of Transportation

Special Charges

(70% Blanchard Auditorium

1959 Operating Expense) .... 5,229.24

Miscellaneous 200.00

$1,003.00

120.00

60.00

600.00

473.00

407.00

75.00

500.00

$3,238.00

26,700.00
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Recapitulation

General Control $10,640.00

Expenses of Instruction 224,156.00

Operation of Plant 27,950.00

Maintenance of Plant 2,900.00

Auxiliary Agencies 8,890.00

Outlay 3,238.00

Cost of Transportation 26,700.00

Special Charges 5,229.24

Miscellaneous 200.00

Total Maintenance and

Operation $309,903.24

Capital Cost, Debt Service 116,750.00

Non-Classified, School Athletic Fund 2,500.00

GRAND TOTAL $429,153.24

Gross Operating Budget $309,903.24

Less (1) Bal. of 1959 Operat-

ing Budget $5,750.33

(2) 1958-1959 Transportation

Reimbursement 15,677.10

$21,427.43

$288,475.81

Debt Service

Interest $36,750.00

Maturing Debt $80,000.00

Less: State Aid 48,000.00

$32,000.00

Non-Classified

School Athletic Fund $2,500.00

$359,725.81
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APPORTIONMENT OF THE CHARGES TO BE ASSESSED

AGAINST THE TOWNS OF ACTON AND BOXBOROUGH

Acton

*Operating Expenses, 89% of

$278,502.91** $247,867.59

Cost of Transportation $20,250.00

Debt Semce, 95% of $68,750.00

Non-Classified, 89% of $2,500.00

ugh

$5,400.00

4,989.60

65,312.50

2,225.00

Boxboro

*Operating Expenses, 11% of

$278,502 91**

$324,967.59

$30 635 32

Cost of Transportation

Less Reimbursement (58-59) 410.40

Debt Service, 5% of $68,750.00....

Non-Classified, 11% of $2,500.00

3,437.50

275.00

$34,758.22

$359,725.81

* Acton Student Enrollment 10/1/59
Boxborough Student Enrollment IC

550

)/l/59 .... 68

618

** Gross Operating Budget ($309,903.24)

less $5,750.33 $304,152.91

Less Combined Acton and Boxborough Cost

of Transportation (contract amounts) 25,650.00

$278,502.91
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ACTON-BOXBOROUGH REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Treasurer's Report

December 31, 1959

Balance, December 31, 1958 $115,496.20

Receipts, 1959:

Town of Acton $279,505.94

Town of Boxborough 32,960.65

State Aid for Construction 48,509.35

Federal Aid 10,582.59

Transportation Reimbursement 15,677.10

School Lunch 33,432.84

School Athletics 969.77

Federal Taxes 27,262.87

Massachusetts Taxes 2,243.35

Teachers' Retirement 8,109.01

County Retirement 1,337.40

Teachers' Insurance 389.25

Blue Cross 2,008.20

Tuition 3,027.50

Refunds 29.07

Miscellaneous 439.71

Total Receipts $466,484.60

Total $581,980.80

Disbursements, 1959:

Maintenance and Operation:

General Control $9,193.14

Expenses of Instruction 183,149.73

Operation of Plant 29,427.70

Maintenance 1,856.14

Auxiliary Agencies 4,918.03

Outlay 1,443.33

Transportation 20,450.00

Special Charges 6,075.14

Miscellaneous 85.60

School Lunch 32,655.33

School Athletics 3,751.76
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Federal Taxes 27,262.87

Massachusetts Taxes 2,213.14

Teachers' Retirement 8,109.01

County Retirement 1,337.40

Teachers' Insurance 389.25

Blue Cross 2,008.20

Federal Aid 10,496.96

School Construction 28,232.84

Payment on Principal 80,000.00

Interest on Bonds 39,015.00

Furnishings and Equipment:

Miscellaneous 238.28

Total Disbursements $492,308.85

Balance, December 31, 1959 89,671.95

$581,980.80
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ARCHIVES COMMITTEE— REPORT FOR 1959

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

The Archives Committee of the Town of Acton, Mass., herewith

submit its annual report for the year 1959.

The following items were microfilmed; Town Meeting Records for

1957 and 1958; Town Warrants for 1804 through 1839 and for 1957

and 1958; Minutes of the Selectmen's Meetings from December 30, 1939

through January 3, 1955; Selectmen's Reports from 1800 through 1829;

Copy of "The White Cockade" circa 1774-1755; Sixteen outstanding

Maps; the Town Boundary Lines; the Acton Census of 1855, also in the

same volume, the Assessor Valuations of Real and Personal Property.

The following Town Records were rebound: Town Clerk Records,

Vols. 1, 2, 3, aand 4 from 1735 through 1862 and the Vital Statistics

Register, Vols. 2 and 3 from 1800 through 1857.

The Committee also purchased a Westinghouse Dehumidifier and

had it installed in the Lower Vault in the Town Hall.

In our last report we called attention to the need for a new and

larger protective storage facilities for the preservation of all records of

concern to the Town of Acton. We again call to the attention of the

Town this very important need which as yet we do not think has been

considered.

Respectfully submitted,

FREDERICK S. KENNEDY, Chairman

WARREN W. CUSTANCE
JOYCE H. WOODHEAD
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BOARD OF APPEALS

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

Town of Acton

Acton, Massachusetts

Gentlemen

:

The Acton Board of Appeals herewith submits its annual report for

the year 1959.

The Board held eleven (11) public hearings to consider the granting

of the following:

A. Permits for gravel removal.

2 — granted ; 1 — refused

B. Variances from the requirements of the Protective Zoning

By-Law.

2 — granted ; 4— refused

C. Permits for specific use that is subject to the approval of the

Board.

1 — granted ; 2— refused

Respectfully submitted,

OTTO O. PASANEN,
CAROL H. FLAGG,
CRAIG E. LUNDBERG,

Board of Appeals.

TOWN OF ACTON BUILDING COMMITTEE

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

Gentlemen

:

In the year 1959 the Building Committee has completed construction

of the Elementary School. The construction cost came within the money

appropriated and a portion of the appropriation will be refunded to the

Town Treasury.

Respectfully submitted,

NORMAN Mcintosh, chairman

KENNETH JEWELL
LLOYD PRIEST
ROBERT LORTZ
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BUILDING INSPECTOR

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

Gentlemen

:

I herewith submit my report for the year ending December 31, 1959.

Permits Issued

Estimated Cost

Business 10 $195,640.00

Industrial 4 295,000.00

Dwellings 184 3,195,700.00

Additions 75 101,240.00

Total 273 $3,787,580.00

Expenses

Wages and Travel $3,398.00

Expenses 63.25

Total $3,461.25

Fees Returned 65.00

Receipts

Fees for Permits $4,591.17

Building codes sold 36.50

Total Receipts $4,627.67

All receipts were turned over to the Town Treasurer.

Respectfully submitted,

ALBERT E. FOSTER,
Building Inspector.

ACTON CEMETERY DEPARTMENT

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen:

We hereby submit the following report for the year ending Decem-

ber 31, 1959.

The accounts of the Town Treasurer shows that during the past year

the Cemetery Department has received and paid into the Treasury the

sum of $3,189.90, which can be found itemized in the treasurer's report.

Also in the Town Collector's report you will find the sum of $756.00,

collected for the annual care of lots, which is credited to the Cemetery

Department receipts.
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There has been added to the Perpetual Care accounts and in special

funds, the past year the sum of $5,325.00, this means that from these

three accounts the department has received and turned over to the treasury

the total sum of $9,270.90.

Due to the extreme depth of the frost and the severe cold weather

last winter, a great many of the shrubs around the Chapel were killed.

These shrubs and tree's, were replaced by the trustees of the Varnum

Tuttle Fund, also the filling in of some low land and grading near the

entrance to the Chapel. They have also made arrangements for further

improvement for I960.

We have submitted an article for the annual Town Meeting, for

the purpose of surveying, laying out roads, laying new sections in both

cemeteries, making new maps of both the old and the new sections of

the cemeteries.

Respectfully submitted,

HARLAN E. TUTTLE,
HOWARD F. JONES,
HARRY E. HOLT,

Cemetery Commissioners.

REPORT OF THE CIVIL DEFENSE AGENCY

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

Gentlemen

:

The Acton Civil Defense Agency participated in three principal

training exercises during the past year.

The first of these in March was hampered considerably by a severe

snow storm and although pre-planned flood disaster exercises were

arranged with the Fire, Police and Highway departments, they had to be

abandoned because of the ordinary activities of these departments during

storm conditions. Periodic reports were made to Sector Civil Defense

Headquarters at Bedford, Massachusetts reporting on the storm conditions

in Acton. The exercise was successful to the extent that practice was

obtained in maintaining communications with the various departments

of the town and in preparing reports summarizing the situation in

Acton.

The second exercise in April was principally a communications

exercise built around an assumed atomic bomb attack somewhere in

Massachusetts.

The third exercise in May was planned in conjunction with State

and Federal Civil Defense agencies. The exercise was scheduled during
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the daylight hours in the middle of the week and restricted Acton's

ability to participate.

The closing down of Civil Defense Sector Headquarters at Bedford

on June 6th due to the cutting of State Funds impaired Acton's liaison

with other towns and cities in the area and extended their connection

with State Headquarters considerably. It is expected that Sector Head-

quarters will be reopened m the coming year with the appropriation of

necessary funds by the State legislature.

Of the $1,200. appropriated by the Town of Acton for Civil

Defense Operations during 1959, $266.78 was spent. Three principal

items that were included in the budget and not spent were $110.00 for

training of a Welfare Officer, $410.00 for the printing and publishing

of an Acton's Civil Defense Operation's Plan, and $363.75 for radio

equipment.

Regarding the first item, a candidate for Welfare Officer has not

been found; the second item was not expended because Sector Head-

quarters was out of operation shortly after Acton's Operations Plan was

submitted for their approval; the expenditure of the third item was

related to Acton's ability to qualify for matching Federal Funds and

Acton does not qualify under the most recent requirements.

Of the three items just discussed, the last one will be requested

again in the coming year with the expectancy that qualification require-

ments for matching Federal Funds can be met.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN F. Mclaughlin,
Director, Acton Cwil Defense Agency.

REPORT OF DOG OFFICER

January 1, I960

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

I herewith submit my report for the year ending 1959.

Calls and complaints investigated 137

Dogs picked up unlicensed 57

Dogs destroyed 21

215

Respectfully submitted,

CARL W. FLINT,
Dog Officer.
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REPORT OF THE
TRUSTEES OF THE ELIZABETH WHITE FUND

For the Year Ending December 31, 1959

The Trustees of this fund have signed orders to the Town Treasurer

for the sum of nine hundred seventy-five dollars ($975.00).

Respectfully submitted,

HAZEL P. VOSE,
ELEANOR P. WILSON,
HELEN B. WOOD,
Trustees of Elizabeth White Fund.

REPORT OF THE FENCE VIEWERS

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

Gentlemen

:

Your committee on Fence Viewing for the Town of Acton reports

no activity in partition fences for the year 1959.

Respectfully submitted.

LAURENCE HADLEY,
ALLAN R. MURRAY,
LOUIS F. LEVERONI,

Fence Vieivers.

REPORT OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

I hereby submit my twenty-seventh annual report of the Fire Depart-

ment for the year ending December 31, 1959.

Total number of alarms responded to are as follows:

Residential 10

Non-Residential 1

Mercantile 3

Manufacturing 2

Grass and Brush 41

Automobile, etc 12

False Alarms 2

Smoke scares and accidental alarms 27
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Accidents and Emergencies 37

Out of Town 1

136

Loss to buildings $46,004.91

Loss to contents 52,257.03

Loss to automobiles 6,920.00

$105,181.94

Permits Issued:

Oil and Power Burners 117

Bottled Gas 26

Blasting 42

Open Air Fires 849

Inspections and investigations 1,057

2,091

Collected for Oil, Gas and Blasting Permits $92.50

Miscellaneous Cash Collections 2.50

Collected Rents at Station #1 70.00

$165.00

Under Article 10 of the Annual Town meeting, the interior of

Station 1 has been painted.

Under the Underwriters recommendation 31-b, five additional street

boxes were installed as follows:

Box 122 Concord Road at Alcott Street

Box 154 Great Road near Evans International

Box 2,512 Piper Road at Brucewood Road
Box 334 Arlington Street at Birch Ridge Road

Box 3,214 Central Street at Nash Road

1960 PROGRAM

Stabilization Fund— $7,000.00.

The reason for the increase is due to the ever rising prices plus the

fact that the Fire Chief's car should be purchased out of this Fund.

Toilet for Acton Center Station.

As the toilet facilities are all on the second floor and the building

is being used by so many organizations, such as Sunday school. Grange,
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Girl Scouts, League of Women Voters, etc. there are really no toilet facili-

ties for the firemen while the second floor is being used.

Fire Alarm Extension.

The Planning Board Rules and Regulations now require that

developers must install municipal fire alarm systems in their respective

developments, but it is necessary for the town to extend the alarm system

to the development and the extension asked for in this article will take

care of one of these, plus part of one which does not come under the

new law.

Changing over Radios.

This article provides for changing present radios to a narrow band

or "Split Channel" which is a new ruling of the F.C.C. and must be

accomplished by August 1, I960.

Changing Alarm Numbering System.

Due to the fast growth of the Town it became necessary to com-

pletely change the fire alarm numbering system. This money is for print-

ing new fire alarm directory. Changing over old fire alarm boxes, card

index system and instructions to home owners.

New Station at South Acton.

Under recommendation of the underwriters #20-b, as far as we know
at the present time, the building of a new station at South Acton will

complete all major expenditures of the fire department. The old station

and its equipment was condemned by the Fire Underwriters in 1955

but because they were promised that the Town had a definite plan for

replacing them, no credit was taken away from the town.

Your fire department has installed a new service for the benefit of

the townspeople. This service consists of an emblem placed on the home
of anyone who has an invalid or some person incapacitated in the home
who would need to be assisted in case of emergency. Firemen or police-

men approaching the house would spot these emblems and would know
at once there was a rescue job at hand.

The department equipment is in first class condition and ready for

use at anytime.

In closing I wish to thank the call firemen and auxiliary firemen for

their co-operation in attending meetings, drills, training schools and the

assistance they have given me through the year. I also wish to thank

the Board of Selectmen, Finance Committee and all others who have

contributed to the support and operation of the Fire Department.

Respectfully submitted,

H. S. MacGREGOR,
Chief of Fire Department.
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OP THE GOODNOW PUND

For the year ending December 31, 1959

INVESTMENTS

Charlestown Savings Bank $465.54

Concord Co-operative Bank 3,000.00

$3,465.54

RECEIPTS

Charlestown Savings Bank $15.69

Concord Co-operative Bank 99.39

$115.08

EXPENDITURES

Treasurer of the Evangelical Church in Acton .... $95.08

Town of Acton for perpetual care of Goodnow
Lot in Woodlawn Cemetery 20.00

$115.08

THELMA L. BOATMAN,
ROY H. LINSCOTT,
JAMES N. GATES,
Trustees of Goodnow Fund.

REPORT OP THE BOARD OP HEALTH

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

Gentlemen:

The Board of Health herewith submits its report for the year ending

December 31, 1959, together with the reports of other departments

connected with them.

In February 1959, the Board was shocked by the sudden death of

its Agent, Edward N. Hurley. The Town has lost a faithful servant, as

he had always shown a deep interest in the welfare of the Town of

Acton.

In April 1959, the Board appointed Irving W. Davis as its new
Agent. Mr. Davis has been a resident of the Town for 20 years, is

married, and has 3 children. He is familiar with the Town and the

problems pertaining to the position he now holds.

It must be noted at this time that the increases in building and

population have presented greater demands on the Board of Health con-

cerning superv^ision of public health matters. The Board is cooperating
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with the town's study of comprehensive planning. As of August 31, 1959

the Rules and Regulations for the installation of sewage disposal systems

were revised and increased to comply with the added demands of systems

due to modern devices now being installed in homes. The Board of

Health wishes to remind citizens that these systems require periodic

maintenance. We recommend that septic tanks be cleaned at least every

two years. If delayed too long, the complete system can be ruined.

Those wishing further advice on the care of septic tanks should feel free

to call their Board of Health.

It is the opinion of the Board that some action should be taken

relative to obtaining land for a sewage treatment plant while such land

is still available at reasonable cost.

The Town Dump is well maintained by its caretaker, Arthur
J.

Conquest. In the spring and Fall of 1959, gravel was hauled and spread

to assure trouble free travel area. Note at this time an article inserted in

the Warrant re: the purchase of chain link fence to reduce the nuisance

of paper blowing onto Route #2 and adjacent area. The Dump is for

Acton residents only. Admittance permits may be obtained from the

Dump Custodian or at the Board of Health Office. No vegetable or

animal matter is allowed to be deposited at the Dump. The hours are

8 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. The Board feels that additional land for dump-

ing purposes will soon be needed.

Garbage collection is provided by the Town.

Three mosquito sprayings were given the Town in the summer of

1959. Due to a great amount of inclement weather, the sprayings were

considered not as satisfactory as in previous years. This was not a

local condition as other towns were reported to have had the same

results. The Board feels that the condition would have been worse had

no spraying been done.

Two successful polio clinics were conducted by the local physicians

of the Town with the full cooperation of the Board of Health. Dental

clinics are conducted monthly for school children and tuberculin testing,

Schick tests and diphtheria shots have been given under the guidance of

the Board of Health. A rabies clinic was conducted in June but was

rather disappointing to the Board, as the anticipated number of dogs

were not immunized.

Your Board of Health has been working constantly for the best

interest of the citizens of Acton. Investigation of complaints cannot be

honored unless a formal complaint, including name and address of

complainant, is submitted. Regular meetings are held on the second and

fourth Monday of each month, 7:30 P. M., at the Board of Health office.



THE TOWN OF ACTON U3

The local Board has access to the sen'ices of the State Department of

Public Health in all its problems at no expense to the Town. We avail

ourselves of this senice whenever necessary.

There were 216 cases of contagious diseases, dangerous to the public

health, reported during the year 1959.

Cases Reported:

Chicken pox 13

German measles 3

Measles 166

Dog bite 24

Mumps 2

Septic sore throat 1

Strep throat 1

Scarlet fever 3

Tracheitis Hemoplulus Flu Type B 1

Tuberculosis 2

The Town has been free from any epidemic of communicable

diseases during the year 1959.

All communicable diseases should be reported either by an attending

physician or the householder, (Chapter 111, General Laws of Massachu-

setts) .

We have 1 case of tuberculosis in hospitals at present.

The following permits were issued:

Sewage disposal 245

Total amount collected for these S4,695.00

Burial permits 27

Offal permits 3

Catering permits 3

Overnight cabins 2

Methyl alcohol permits 10

Kindergartens and Nurser)' schools 3

Store milk Hcenses 18

Milk dealers licenses 12

Amount received for Misc. permits $50.00

Nursing and Rest Homes inspected 3

Swimming Holes inspected 1

Eating and Food dispensing establishments

inspected 12

The Board is endeavoring to maintain 4 inspections each year of

eating and food dispensing establishments.
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Water samples are taken of Town water and from other places when
the Board consider it necessary.

Plumbing permits issued 254

Amount received $2,439.00

The Town Nurse is under the jurisdiction of the Board of Health.

She is available for the people in town who cannot pay for emergency

nursing care. Those who are financially able are required to pay a small

fee for each visit. These visits are usually made under a Doctor's order.

Amount received from Town Nurse $880.10

Total amount received and deposited with the Town
Treasurer for year ending December 31, 1959 $8,064.10

There were no cases of slaughtering reported in Acton for the year

1959.

We wish to thank all those who in any way were responsible in

making our Board more efficient in its work as the Board of Health of

Acton.

Respectfully submitted,

MARTIN
J. DUGGAN, R.N., Chairman

DONNELL W. BOARDMAN, M.D.

ROBERT C HEUSTIS, R.S.

To THE Board of Health:

I hereby submit my report for the year ending December 31, 1959.

Total number of calls made 1,967

Calls for:

Old Age
General Welfare

Aid to Dependent Children

Veterans, Veterans' Widows or their Dependents

Social Security Disability persons

Total number of calls made 836

Total number of paid medical and surgical calls 835

Total number of follow up calls 120

Total number of emergency (Sunday and off duty calls 48

Total number of maternity and child health calls 105

Prenatal 40

Postnatal 55

Home deliveries
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Calls for communicable diseases:

Chicken pox 2

Mumps 1

German measles 4

Tuberculosis patients and contacts 56

Trips to hospitals and doctors with patients 14

Public Health Clinics held during the year in cooperation with the

School Department are as follows:

Diphtheria Clinics— Schick testing of grades

1, 3 and 5 402

Immunizations 5

Booster Diphtheria 51

Dental Clinic held each month except August by

Dr. John Albright 106 appts.

Tuberculin Testing Clinic

Number tested 490

Positive reactors 12

Polio inoculations for adults were done by the doctors clinic this

year. Only 6 inoculations were given by me at the request of the doctors.

Vaccinations 1

Total amount of fees received and turned over to

Town Treasurer $880.10

Respectfully submitted,

EILEEN F. HALE, R.N.,

Town Nurse.

REPORT OF THE INSPECTOR OF ANIMALS

January 1, I960

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

I herewith submit my report for the year ending 1959.

Premises inspected 38

Cows 127

Young Cattle 85

Bulls 2

Steer 4

Swine 1

Sheep 19
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Goats 12

Horses 27

Ponies 26

Dog Bites 31

Dogs Quarantined 31

Rabies

Respectfully submitted,

CARL W. FLINT,
Animal Inspector.

REPORT OF THE INSPECTOR OF WIRES

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

I herewith submit my report as Inspector of Wires for the year

ending December 31, 1959.

Three hundred thirty-five permits were issued. The sum of One
thousand six hundred thirty-six dollars, ($1,636.00) was collected in

fees for these permits, and turned over to the Treasurer,

Respectfully submitted,

LESLIE PARKE,
Inspector of Wires.

REPORT OF THE

INSURANCE COMMSTTEE
FOR THE TOWN OF ACTON FOR 1959

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen:

Gentlemen

:

In accordance with the request of the Selectmen, we wish to submit

the annual report of the Insurance Committee for the Town of Acton.

The principal change in the insurance account of the Town is the

result of the completion of the new Elementary School on Charter Road.

On November 27, 1959, the Builders Risk Fire Policy was cancelled

and simultaneously a new building item was added to the Tovvn Fire

Schedule in the amount of $560,000, and $50,000 added to the Blanket

contents coverage, which amounts equal approximately 80 per cent of

the cost, making new totals for fire insurance on all Town buildings

$1,478,000 and contents $242,000.
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The inclusion of this building, which has a very low fire rate,

resulted in lowering the average fire rate from 37 cents @ $100 to

29 cents @ $100 of value, so that the additional cost to the Town will

not be proportionate to the increased insurance. The former schedule

totalling $1,110,000 for building and contents on an annual basis cost

$4,107, and the new total of $1,720,000 will cost $4,988. These are

one year premiums and given only as examples since the actual policies

enjoy five year term discounts, plus dividends from the two mutual

companies that carry the risk.

The new school has also increased the annual cost of boiler and

machinery insurance by $39.36. The heating boiler and hot water tanks

and heaters and two air tanks were added to the policy.

The only other change involved the final revision of the fire and

theft insurance on the Town vehicles. The policy is now written on a

fleet basis with provisions for including the expensive portable equip-

ment carried in vehicles of the Fire and Police Department.

A number of recommendations for additional insurance are still

outstanding and have lost none of their urgency. I present them in order

of their importance:

1. Extended Coverage #4, which includes the perils of windstorm,

hail, explosion, riot, civil commotion, aircraft and motor vehicle

damage, and smoke from sudden, faulty operation of heating or

cooking units, should be added to the fire schedule totalling

$1,720,000. The cost in the first year of a policy would be

$1,720. This is the primary recommendation because a serious

explosion or windstorm, etc. can cause a greater loss to the

Town than the other uninsured perils.

2. Vandalism and Malicious Mischief is another supplementary

coverage that should be added to the fire schedule of $1,720,000.

The cost, $172, in the first year of a policy is extremely reason-

able but can only be added if extended coverage #4 has pre-

viously been added. Many Massachusetts cities and towns have

since 1945 suffered very hea\7 vandalism losses and in a

number of cases exceeding $100,000. We urge early con-

sideration of this recommendation.

3. Public Liability insurance on all public buildings is strongly

recommended. In case of serious accidents to members of the

public, the defense costs alone can be heavy to say nothing of

the judgments themselves. A policy with limits of $25/100,000
for bodily injury and $25,000 for property damage liability

will cost $398.70 (plus the necessary premium to include the

new elementary school) . To extend coverage to sidewalks would
cost $47.10 additional for each mile of sidewalks. The policy

is recommended principally because of 1) the possibility of a
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serious loss to the town, 2) the defence cost of invahd suits,

and 3) the public relations aspect should the injured person

be a citizen of the Town.

The final responsibility of a municipality towards a member of

the public is a very difficult legal question. We believe that

there are many cases where municipalities are exempt from legal

liability, but the tendencies of the courts in the last decade is

definitely towards holding a municipality responsible where

negligence can be shown on the part of the serv^ants or agents

of the municipality.

4. Non-Ownership Automobile Liability insurance would defend

and pay judgments against the Town arising out of accidents

caused by Town officials and employees being involved in

accidents while using their own automobiles on Town business.

A remote possibility but large potential loss. An annual premium

of about $64.67 if thirteen people regularly use their personal

cars on Town business and twenty-five other regular employees

are on the payroll.

5. Valuable Papers insurance is desirable but not mandatory. This

would be designed to cover the cost of reproducing Town
records should they be destroyed by any means. A $20,000

policy covering principally the records of the Town Clerk and

Treasurer would cost approximately $81 annually.

6. Boiler and Machinery policy should be endorsed so that the

limit of liability reads $100,000 throughout rather than depend-

ing on a schedule of varying limits per building. This would

eliminate one more chance of error and the cost would be

negligible.

Attached you will find our estimates for town insurance bills that

will be payable in the year I960 and it is suggested that the figure

inserted as the annual insurance budget item be the single total of this

schedule, plus 15 per cent to allow for rate increases that cannot be

accurately anticipated. Any surplus would be returned to Surplus

Revenue Account.

Each proposal for new insurance that the Selectmen and Finance

Committee wish to present to the Town should be the subject of a

separate article in the warrant for the annual town meeting. We will

be glad to assist in the preparation of these articles, if our help is

desired.

Respectfully submitted,

CHESTER B. ROBBINS
RAYMOND A. GALLANT
CHARLES M. MacRAE
THERON A. LOWDEN
THOMAS MOTLEY, II, Chairman
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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

I herewith submit the following report for 1959.

Board of Trustees

Mrs. Florence Durkee *Alden C. Flagg

W. W. Forbes, M.D. Roland MacLean

Frank Garbarino, Chairman Miss Florence Merriam

Dudley Howe Mrs. M. P. Moore
Marvin Tolf

Librar)' Hours

Acton Memorial West Branch

Tuesday - Saturday (incl.) Tuesday 3-6 P. M.
1 -6 P. M. and 7-9 P. M. Thursday 6 - 8 P. M.

Librarians

Marian L. Piper

Edna R. Custance (assistant) Clara Roth (alternate assistant)

Ina Milbery— West Branch

Custodian

Ralph Parsons, Jr.

Accession

Number of Volumes in Library January 1, 1959 20,773

Increase by purchase 728

Increase by gift 168

Withdrawn 395

Number of Volumes in Library January 1, I960 21,274

Circulation in 1959 44,052

Fiction 22,613

Non-fiction 8,053

Juvenile 13,386

Circulation in 1958 38,416

Receipts

Fines $598.77

Miscellaneous 24.14

$622.91

Sincere thanks are extended to all who contributed magazines and

books.

MARIAN L. PIPER,
* Deceased Librarian

.
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REPORT OF THE MOTH SUPERINTENDENT

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

I herewith submit my report for the year 1959. The Moth Depart-

ment had 72 diseased Elms on town property this year. This is a large

increase over 1958.

A dormant spray was apphed to all Elms in the villages. The
regular foliage spray was applied to all Elms on town property.

We continued our poison ivy control program around the schools

and other public buildings as well as along the town roads.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANKLIN H. CHARTER,
Moth Superintendent.

REPORT OF PERSONNEL BOARD

To the Board of Selectmen:

The Personnel Board held its first meeting the latter part of June

and it became quite evident that Messrs. Whitehead and Gray, the only

remaining members of the committee, were going to need assistance.

Clyde Home was immediately appointed to fill the vacancy. It was felt

by this group that at least three more members would be needed in

order to spread the work load more equitably. On the advice of the

Selectmen, it was decided to solicit three additional members who would

serve in a sub-committee status until the town had an opportunity to

vote the six-man committee. This has now been voted and the committee

has met officially at least once every week since July. The unofficial

meetings and individual research undertaken are too numerous to list.

Each member was assigned specific departments and these have been

as follows:

Mr. Whitehead Highway Department

Mr. Home Cemetery Department

Mr. Leach Police Department

Mr. Parker Town Office Employees

Mr. Newell Fire, Board of Health, Library, and

Tree Department

Mr. Gray Misc. and not departmentalized employees

The first undertaking of this board was to conduct a job description

survey covering all departmentalized employees of the town and with

very few exceptions all of the non-departmentalized employees. The
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town employees were extremely cooperative with this request which

materially assisted the board in completing the survey and facilitated

greatly the establishment of the Table of Organization for each of these

departments. With the information obtained from the Massachusetts

Municipal Personnel Board, salary surveys of composite comparable

towns; the job description survey; discussions with the Selectmen, Finance

Committee, department supervisors and, in some cases, individual

employees ; we were able to establish the following personnel information

and recommendations.

Wage and Salary Qualifications

1st step raise not less than 1 year nor more than 3 years

2nd step raise not less than 2 years nor more than 4 years

maximum raise not less than 3 years nor more than 5 years

The above span of time would be based on the start of full time

employment with the town, except in the case of the Police Department

where time would start from the date of Civil Ser\^ice appointment.

In the Table of Organization it is expected if an employee of lower

classification is qualified for a higher classification and an opening

occurs, then such employee would be considered for the job, starting in

the salary range of the classification bracket for that position. This would

naturally create an opening in a lo^^'er classification which would require

replacement.

It is also expected in hiring for certain positions that the department

head might find it necessary to use a higher starting salary than the

minimum but not greater than the maximum. It would mean that the

above qualifications would hold until they had been met before a con-

sideration of raise is given, except in the case of hiring at maximum start-

ing salary.

The above qualifications indicate a spread for a raise in salary. This

is to enable the department head flexibility in recommending the raise

and the Finance Board flexibilit)' in concurring.

The Personnel Board has indicated the recommended salary for this

year only. This was done to bring into line the salaries of the Acton

town employees with the comparable composite towns that the board

used. It would be the responsibility of the department head in future

years to make this recommendation, if the qualifications mentioned above

have been met and, most important, if the employee merits a raise. This

would then be a decision of the Finance Board to concur or not.

Emergency Overtime for Snow Removal

When employees are called back to work over and above their

regularly scheduled day to c^rry out immediate action for an emergency,
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such as a snowstorm, the employee will be paid one and a half times

his regular hourly pay; if this occurs on a paid holiday he will receive

his holiday pay plus a regular days pay and if his regular hours in that

day are exceeded he will then receive II/2 times his regular pay for the

number of hours in addition. The emergency will be brought to the

attention of the Selectmen as soon as practical by the department head

and so ruled.

Part Time Help

We note that part time help including Special Police, are hired at

a fixed rate and as such are not entitled to vacation or holiday pay.

Town Office (40 hours/week)

Executive Secretarial Clerical 1 $68.00 $70.00 $73.00 $78.00

Senior Clerk 1 $58.00 $60.00 $63.00 $68.00

Junior Clerk 3 $48.00 $50.00 $53.00 $58.00

Janitor Flat fee $40.00/week

Proposed

Executive Sect. Clerical $78.00

Senior Clerk *

Junior Clerk $58.00

Junior Clerk hold present pay

1/2 Junior Clerk hold present pay

1/2 Junior Clerk hold present pay

Janitor hold present pay

* resigned

(Note second paragraph of qualifications for replacing the opening

above.

)

The board feels that the present arrangement of a secretarial pool

is an excellent control and should be continued regardless of whether or

not a clerk works for any one group her total time.

When action has been undertaken to call upon the pool for addi-

tional clerical help in regards to the Highway Department and the

Cemetery Department, the Personnel Board would recommend an increase

in Table of Organization of one Junior Clerk.

Police Department (40 hours/week)

Chief 1 $5,000 year $5,204 year $5,408 year $5,616 year

Sergeant 2 $2.15 hour $2.25 hour $2.35 hour $2.45 hour

Patrolmen 6 $1.80 $1.95 $2.10 $2.25

Special

Patrolmen* Vs $1.75

1 Chief

2 Sergeants

6 Patrolmen
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* There are seven Special Patrolmen now being used whose total

time is equivalent to Vs of a man per year.

The Personnel Board recommends that a fourth salary step be

added to the recommendations of the 1957 Personnel report and that

special police be raised from $1.65 hour to $1.75 hour.

We do not concur with the transfer of the clerk from the secretarial

pool to the Police Department. We recognize, but do not wish to act at

this time on the Chief's revision of the present 2 week vacation plan.

The Personnel Board feels that the present organization from an

administrative viewpoint is more then adequately staffed. Although we
do not recommend the reduction of a sergeant, we feel that considerable

investigation should be given in the future towards any expansion in this

area.

We are also inclined to agree that the lack of an appreciable

difference in salaries between sergeants and chief is not the basis on

which raises should be considered, but rather on the basis of duties, risks,

work loads, and responsibility. There is no doubt that the duties of the

chief have been materially reduced with the presence of two sergeants

to assist him in the administration of his department.

The Board does feel that there is a direct comparison between work

load and risk encountered by Acton patrolmen and patrolmen throughout

the state, but we do not concur in this comparison when used in regards

to sergeants and chiefs in a small town.

It is the opinion of the Personnel Board that police duties are

primarily divided into two categories, apprehension, and prevention, and

that prevention for a town of limited expenditure is a luxur)' to be pur-

chased and enlarged as it can be afforded.

Cemetery Department (40 hours week)

Working Foreman

Assistant Working Foreman

Skilled Laborer

Part Time Help

Perso?7?2el

Working Foreman

Asst. Working Foreman

Skilled Laborer

3 Part Time Help

It is the board's opinion that the cemetery Foreman is underpaid for

the job he performs, but it is also the board's opinion that he is per-

1 $1.85 $1.90 $1,971/2 $2.10

1 $1.75 $1.80 $1.85 $1.95

1 $1.65 $1.70 $1.75 $1.85

1 $1.40

Proposed

$1.87 to $2.10

$1.60 to $1.95

$1.60 to $1.85

i $1.30 to $1.40

I
$1.35 to $1.40

$1.40
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forming functions beyond those which would normally be assigned to

this category. Therefore in view of the paperwork that is inherent in

this department, we feel additional help should be sought from the

secretarial pool and that it be directly supervised by the Cemetery Com-
missioners in regards to interment records, sale of lots, money paid in

and out, and the general reports of the department. This would eliminate

the paper work of the Cemetery Foreman and free him to carry out the

duties of a working foreman. It is the opinion of this board that it is

imperative for the Cemetery Commissioners to more actively pursue their

duties utilizing the secretarial pool in order to relieve the foreman of the

majority of his paper work.

Highway Department (44 hours)

Superintendent 1 $2.00 $2.10 $2.15 $2.25

Working Foreman 1 $1.75 $1.80 $1.85 $1.95

Mechanic and Machine Operator 2 $L75 $1.80 $1.85 $1.95

Heavy Equipment Operator 1 $1.75 $1.80 $1.85 $1.95

Truck Driver and Semi-Skilled Laborer 1 $1.65 $1.70 $1.75 $1.85

Semi-Skilled Laborer 2 $1.50 $1.55 $1.60 $1.70

Regular Part Time Help $1.40

Summer Part Time Help $1.10

Personnel Proposed

Superintendent $2.00 to $2.25

Working Foreman $1.90 to $1.95

Mechanic/Machine $1.90 to $1.95

Operator

Mechanic/Machine $1.70 to $1.75

Operator

Heavy Equipment $1.70 to $1.75

Operator

Truck Driver/Semi-

Skilled Laborer

$1.70 to $1.75

Semi-Skilled Laborer $1.60 to $1.65

In view of the similarity throughout the town of the labor force,

the tools of operation used, and the seasonal variance of the operational

peaks of these departments, it is the firm belief of this board that a

Department of Public Works incorporating the Cemetery, the Highway,

the Tree Department, and all custodial duties including the town dump,

be conceived with whatever legal means are necessar)' by the Board of

Selectmen. The board feels that the efficiencies that would result would

indicate a substantial saving in manpower, materials, and equipment.
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Fire Department (Volunteer)

Fire Chief 1 $5,000 year $5,204 $5,408 $5,616

Fire Alarm Operator 1 $65.00/week

Asst. Alarm Operator

(substitute part time help)

Vs Si. 10 hour

Volu?iteers

Deputy Chief

Firefighter

Janitor

3

51

3

guarantee $75.00 year

$2.00/hour/call

guarantee $10.00 year

$1.75/hour/call

$20.00/month

The Personnel Board recommends that the Fire Chief receive the

maximum step indicated $5,6l6.

The present Table of Organization shall apply to volunteers. In the

future any permanent establishment of the Fire Department personnel

would require a special study by the Personnel Board.

The Board feels that the Town of Acton is indeed fortunate to have

such responsible and civic-minded individuals that now comprise our

volunteer Fire Department.

Board of Health (40 hours)

Health Agent

Nurse

Plumbing Inspector

Inspector of Animals

Dump Custodian

Part Time Help

Board of Health Members

Chairman $125.00

Members (2) $75.00

1 $1.65 $1.75 $1.80

1 $69.00 $72.00 $75.00

1 set by fees collected

1 flat fee $150.00/year

1 $1.35 $1,371/2 $1.40

$1.40

$1.85

$78.00

$1.45

Person7iel

Agent

Nurse

Custodian

Part Time

Proposed

now $1.75 no raise see qualifications

now $75.00 raise $78.00

now $72.00 over Maximum recommendation

now $1.50 over Maximum recommendation

The Personnel Board feels that the Table of Organization for the

Board of Health should not indicate assistants for the Town Nurse,

Health Agent, and Town Dump Custodian. When coverage is needed

for these classifications during periods such as vacation, etc., the Board

of Health should arrange for substitute part time help.
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Tree and Moth Department (40 hours)

Tree Warden V4 $1.75 $1.80 $1.85 $1.95

Moth Superintendent V4 $1.75 $1.80 $1.85 $1.95

Tree Gimber Skilled 1 $1.65 $1.70 $1.75 $1.85

Part-Time Laborer 1/4 $1.40

Personnel Proposed

Tree Warden now $1.85/hour raise $1.95

Moth Superintendent

Climber $1.85

Laborer $1.40

Library (35 hours)

Librarian 1 $1.50 $1.55 $1.65 $1.75

Asst. Librarian Vi $1.20 $1.25 $1.35 $1.45

Janitor Set fee $30.00/month

Personnel Proposed

Librarian now $1.66 raise $1.75

Asst. Librarian now $1.25 raise $1.45

Asst. Librarian, Acton Center $1.20

Asst. Librarian, W. Acton now $1.25 raise $1.45

Janitor $30.00/month

Generally we were made aware of the dangers inherent in isolated

departments operating for many years as entities unto themselves and

the inequities which are bound to be present when they are eventually

examined as a single unit, comparing like jobs one to another. It was

also apparent that there was an extreme need to establish firm tables of

organization (what skills and how many) for each town department

and wage scale goals for each employee classification, not with the intent

of eliminating any jobs presently established but to insure that future

hiring for replacement be based directly on the qualification for and the

openings available.

The Personnel Board feels that the ultimate aim is to create and

present to the voters of the town a Personnel By-law that encompasses

all phases of wages and benefits with provision for periodic review and

adjustments.

We present this report as recommendations to be followed, fully

realizing the choice to use it in full or part rests in the hands of the

BOARD OF SELECTMEN, to be passed on by the final authority, the

voters of Acton.

Respectfully submitted,

PETER GRAY,
WARREN NEWELL,
BRADFORD LEACH,
EVERETT PARKER,
CHARLES WHITEHEAD,
CLYDE HORNE, Secretary,

Acton Personnel Board.
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REPORT OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

Acton, Massachusetts

Gentlemen

:

I herewith submit my third annual report for the Police Department

for the year ending December 31, 1959. This report includes all arrests

and prosecutions, report on motor vehicle accidents, bicycle registrations,

houses checked, parking violations, defective equipment tags, telephone

calls received and other items.

Arrests and Prosecutions for the following offenses:

Allowing improper person to operate a motor vehicle 1

Assault and Battery 4

Attaching Plates 1

Drunk 19

Failing to Keep Right 1

Failure to display mud flaps 1

Fraudulent Check 3

Giving false name to Officer 1

Going away after Property Damage 5

Hunting too close to a dwelling 2

Impeded Operation 1

Improper Left Turn 1

Labor on the Lord's Day 1

Larceny 2

Law of the Road 2

License not in possession 2

Malicious injury to Property 1

No License 10

No Registration in possession 2

Non-Support 3

No Tail Light 1

Offering Contraceptives for sale 1

Operating after revocation of License 6

Operating after suspension of License 1

Operating an uninsured Motor Vehicle 4

Operating an uninspected Motor Vehicle 3

Operating an unregistered Motor Vehicle 7

Operating So As To Endanger 22

Operating under the influence of intoxicating liquor 5

Passing where view was obstructed 4

Present at Gaming 5

Refusing to give name to Police Officer 1

Red Light violation 10
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Refusing to stop 1

School Bus violation 13

Speeding 131

Spilling on Highway 2

Stop Sign violation 37

Towing Unregistered Motor Vehicle 1

Town By-Law (Failure to report an accident) 1

Using Motor Vehicle without Authority 2

Vagrancy 1

Delinquent Child — Attempted Larceny 1

Delinquent child— Breaking and Entering to commit a

Misdemeanor 4

Delinquent Child — Failing to keep to the right I

Delinquent Child— Indecent Exposure 2

Delinquent Child— Larceny 2

Delinquent Child— Malicious destruction of Property 1

Delinquent Child— No License 1

Delinquent Child— Operating So As To Endanger 1

Delinquent Child — Operating Uninsured Motor Vehicle .... 1

Delinquent Child— Operating Unregistered Motor Vehicle 1

Delinquent Child— School Offender 1

Delinquent Child— Speed Regulations 1

Delinquent Child — Using Motor Vehicle without Authority

and Operating without a License 4

343

Motor Vehicle Accident Report: 1958 1959

Total number of Accidents covered by the Department 112 104

Number of occupants injured 54 30

Number of occupants killed 1 1

Number of pedestrians injured 2 5

Bicyclists injured 2 6

Bicyclists killed

MotorcycHsts injured 1

Horseback rider injured

Miscellaneous Statistics:

Bicycles registered 181

Complaints received and investigated 315

Cruiser ambulance trips to Acton Medical Center 6

Cruiser ambulance trips to Emerson Hospital 53

Cruiser trips to Metropolitan State Hospital 3

Defective equipment tickets given 57

Doors found unlocked in buildings and places of business .... 178
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Electric Wires down and reported to Edison 6

Emergencies answered 90

Fire Alarms Answered 79

Houses checked 197

Motorists assisted by Patrol 38

Motor Vehicles checked by night patrol 510

Nighttime Parking Tickets given 115

Parking Tickets given 32

Property check, Slips left at request of owners 3,435

Prowlers reported 7

Street lights out, reported to Edison Company 138

Summonses sent out for Sendee 163

Summonses Served 221

Telephone calls — Incoming 5,831

Telephone calls — Outgoing 2,472

Telephone calls received re "No School" 140

Telephone Wires down and reported to New England Tele-

phone Company 4

Times Resuscitator v^as used 16

Total Number of Arrests made 47

Traffic lights out and reported to Department of Public Works 28

There were 867 Motor Vehicles checked by the department for

Traffic or Motor Vehicle violations for which operators received verbal

warning, summons to appear in Court or had the violation reported to

the Registrar for action.

The Motor Vehicle accidents covered by the Department have

steadily decreased in the past three years.

It should be noted that of the 305 complaints received, 90 were

Juvenile complaints.

This year I am asking for a resuscitator so that each cruiser will have

one. It is also recommended that both cruisers be traded again this year.

In closing, I want to thank the members of the Department who
worked with me in carr)'ing out our many duties, and to Mrs. Medlar,

my secretary, who is doing a wonderful job, and to all others who
assisted, I am grateful.

Respectfully submitted,

EDWARD
J.

COLLINS, JR.,

Chief of Police.
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REPORT OF THE RECREATION COMMISSION

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

Gentlemen

:

Although the appropriation for the Morrison Property Project,

presented to the townspeople at the 1959 March Town Meeting, was

voted down, the Recreation Commission none-the-less felt it was not a

dead issue, and continued the planned sun^ey of the water flow and

purity test sponsored by the State Department of Health.

This survey in complete finality proved favorable. Our efforts to

present this proposal to the townspeople again were fruitless. The land

has since been sold.

The Red Cross swimming program continued under the Chairman-

ship of Mrs. Peter Gray, and once again the enrollment increased with

approximately 450 attending.

The Recreation Commission has assisted financially the Fire Depart-

ment toward improvement of the Acton Center skating area, behind the

fire house.

It is our desire for I960, if the town so votes, to have two tennis

courts, one at Goward Field in the Center and one at Jones Field in

South Acton: to give the West Acton school area for use as a playground:

to carry on a summer Playground Program, to be held at Goward Field,

Jones Field and the West area for a period covering six weeks—
Hours 9 A. M. to 12 noon. Our aim is to have a minimum of equip-

ment — i.e.: swings, a sand box, and a work table in each area to

promote a workable program. We hope for your support in this matter

at the Town Meeting.

A future plan of the Commission, which needs immediate attention, is

to work hand in hand with the Planning Board toward promoting

"Tots-lots" in all sub-divisions.

To meet the growing Community needs it is desirable and is

necessary to increase the size of our present athletic fields.

Throughout this year there have been two resignations; Mrs. Craig

Lundberg, who is continuing her studies, and R. Nicholas Albanese,

who has moved. Both are sorely missed.

As of this printing, the Acton Recreation Commission will have

been the first this year to be host to the Middlesex County Recreation

Association.

In seeking aid and advice, we were fortunate in having W. B.

Hainsword, New England District Representative of the National
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Recreation Association, He advocated that any comprehensive plan today,

be it town, county, state or Federal, stress the importance of setting

aside areas while the land is still available for the future recreational use

of the area.

The decision is up to the voters of the town.

FREDERICK HEYLIGER
JOHN McGRAIL
ALLEN MURRAY
PATIENCE MacPHERSON

REPORT OF THE SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:
Gentlemen

:

I herewith submit my annual report as Sealer of Weights and

Measures for year ending December 31, 1959.

Total number devices sealed 183

Condemned 1

184

Sealing fees collected $169.25

Respectfully submitted,

GEORGE K. HAYWARD,
Sealer of Weights and Measures.

REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF STREETS

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

I herewith submit my report for the year ending December 31, 1959.

Chapter 90— Construction

The reconstruction of Powder Mill Road was not attempted due to

the delay in completing the layout, advertising for bids, and the necessity

for a large amount of water to run the Edison sub-station.

Chapter 90— Maintenance

The resurfacing of these roads was continued with the $5,000.00

alloted for this purpose. Stone surface was applied on two miles, and

a sand seal on one and one-half miles more.
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Chapter 81

An increase of $4,000.00 under this account has enabled us to oil

one-half mile more of our gravel roads, thereby leaving a little over

three miles of gravel roads to maintain. Before these can be surfaced,

a considerable amount of work should be done to avoid duplication of,

for example, ledge removal, tree removal, walls set back, filling, and

cutting slopes to eliminate sharp curves and rises.

Stone surfaces were applied to one mile of surface, and eight and

one-half miles were treated with a sand seal. This is an increase over

last year due to the increased appropriation.

Chapter 718

The 1958 balance of this account, $3,031.40, was expended on

Taylor Road for removing a substantial amount of ledge. Money is

needed to complete the removal of ledge, grading, relaying a wall, and

surfacing. When the above balance left from School Street, was requested

for Taylor Road, it was not expected to be enough to complete the

project because of the amount of ledge. Therefore additional money is

being requested.

Drainage

Our program of improving surface drainage continued with the

addition of several new culverts, catch basins and pipe, as well as repair-

ing many more existing structures.

Surveys have been made of several troublesome areas, and a long

range program is being set up.

The cleaning of Catch Basins and Drop Inlets is being done by

hired equipment at about one-half the cost and time as if done by hand

work.

New Equipment Needed

A request is being made again this year for a Rubber Tired

Backhoe-Loader with Catch Basin Cleaning Attachments. If we had

been able to have purchased this piece of equipment last year, a request

for a new truck to replace our 1946 International, would have been

made this year. This truck will have to be replaced next year as the cost

of repairs are increasing.

Equipment Purchased

A 1959 Dodge Pickup was purchased and is very satisfactory.

The new Diaphragm Pump has proven very worthwhile on several

occasions.
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Miscellaneous

The sweeping of the streets to pick up the winter's sand and the

summer's oiling sand, was done over most of the town. It is planned

to do all the streets this year.

We are hoping to find a new location for the Highway Department

Headquarters in the near future, as our present quarters are crowded,

and the area around the Town Hall is getting more congested as time

goes on.

I wish to express my sincere thanks to the townspeople and the

several departments for their co-operation during the past year.

Respectfully submitted,

BENJAMIN F. RICE,

Superintendent of Streets.

REPORT OF THE TOWN FOREST COMMITTEE

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

We herewith submit our report for the year 1959. Brush cutting and

thinning were done in the Town forest this year.

The Recreation Committee has requested permission for the possible

use of parts of the forest for picnic areas. More people now visit the

Town forests than was formerly the case. As wooded areas within the

town are developed this trend will probably increase.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANKLIN H. CHARTER,
EMERY NELSON,
ARNO H. PERKINS,

Town Forest Committee.

REPORT OF THE TREE WARDEN

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen:

I herewith submit my report for the year 1959. A large part of the

tree budget was spent for tree removals. The increasing use of blacktop

prevents water from reaching the tree roots. The build up of salt and

sand around root collars, especially Maples, also causes trees to decline

and die within a few years.
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When money is available we remove stumps below ground level,

making them less hazardous to pedestrians and motorists.

We are continuing our policy of off street planting of shade trees.

Fifty new trees were planted this year.

We would like to thank Mrs. Ethel Coding for the gift of the

Blue Spruce Tree on the Common in West Acton.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANKLIN H. CHARTER,
Tree Warden.

VETERANS' AGENT

Honorable Board of Selectmen:

Again this has been a very busy year for this department. There

were 19 applications processed for Veterans' Benefits of which 9 were

Acton settled, 4 out of town and 6 refused. Also handled were non-

service pensions, widows pensions, schooling, C.I. loans etc. We have

been able to keep within our budget this past year without asking

Finance Committee for more funds, which is gratifying.

I would like to remind the townspeople at this time that although

my budget is $8,000.00, one-half of this is reimbursed by the state.

At one time a discharge book was started by this office. It has

been neglected over the past few years in as much as new entries are

concerned. At this time I would like to request all Veterans in Acton

to bring a copy of their discharge to the Town Hall for recording.

It is for your own benefit in later years should you misplace your original.

There is no charge for this service. Also I am available at the Town Hall

Tuesday evenings at 7:30 to help with any and all problems concerning

the Veterans Administration and your rights as a Veteran. In case of

emergency only I am available evenings at my home telephone CO 5-4694.

At this time I would like to thank all other departments and

organizations for their help and cooperation during the past year.

Respectfully submitted,

IAN W. MOTT,
Director of Veteratis' Services and

Veterans' Agent.



THE TOWN OF ACTON 155

REPORT OF WELFARE DEPARTMENT

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

Submitted herewith is the report of the BOARD of PUBLIC
WELFARE for the year 1959:

OLD AGE ASSISTANCE: We have aided 6G cases under this

category. 9 new appHcations were approved.

AID TO DEPENDENT CHILDREN: 31 children from 7

famihes were receiving aid under this category.

DISABILITY ASSISTANCE AND GENERAL RELIEF: 11 cases

have received assistance either on a temporary or sustaining basis under

this double heading.

The following is a detailed analysis of the expenditure for the year

1959 and the estimated expenditure for I960:

Old Age Assistance

Amount paid to Acton Residents $69,470.84

Amount paid to Acton cases elsewhere 1,896.12

$71,366.96

Federal share $28,095.50

State share 29,397.65

Receipts from other towns 2,285.00

$59,778.15

Net cost to Acton $11,588.81

Aid to Dependent Children

Amount paid to Acton families $7,890.50

Federal share $6,150.00

State share 2,606.95

$8,756.95

Actual credit to Acton $866.45

Disability Assistance and General Relief

Amount paid to Acton cases from DA $6,617,25

Amount paid to Acton cases from GR 2,086.57

$8,703.82
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Federal share on DISABILITY ASSISTANCE $1,826.00

State share on DISABILITY ASSISTANCE 3,145.65

Reimbursement from other towns under GEN-
ERAL RELIEF 355.00

$5,326.65

Net cost to Acton S3, 377. 17

Nashoba Public Welfare District Administration

NASHOBA PUBLIC WELFARE DISTRICT
ADMINISTRATION $15,442.65

Net cost to Acton S3,000.00

RECOVERIES ON LIENS FROM OLD AGE
ASSISTANCE $4,697.92

Estimated Expenditures for I960

OLD AGE ASSISTANCE $50,000.00

AID TO DEPENDENT CHILDREN 7,000.00

DISABILITY ASSISTANCE AND GENERAL
RELIEF 7,000.00

ADMINISTRATION 2,400.00

BOARD MEMBERS' SALARIES 275.00

$66,675.00

or

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE $65,000.00

Respectfully submitted,

LOSSIE E. LAIRD
RAYMOND A. GALLANT
CLINTON S. CURTIS
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REPORT OF THE TOWN ACCOUNTANT

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

The reports that are submitted with this letter represent a summary

of the disbursements authorized during the year, and a Balance Sheet of

the Town on December 31, 1959.

In addition to the money spent as indicated in my report, liabilities

have been incurred as follows:

a. Henry E. Keenan $375.00

Appraisal fee re Kelley land damage suit.

b. Whitney, Sheehan and Williams $520.95

Legal services re Town of Acton vs Real Estate

Cooperative, Inc.

These unpaid bills will be inserted in articles on the annual Town
Meeting warrant.

The i960 amortization requirements for the bonded indebtedness

of the Town, and Acton's share of the Regional School District bond

amortization are:

Julia McCarthy Elementary School $15,000.00

New Elementary School 45,000.00

West Acton Fire House 12,000.00

Regional School District 30,400.00

$102,400.00

The accounts of the Treasurer, Collector and Manager of the School

Cafeteria have been verified, and I have reviewed the various trust funds

in the custody of the Treasurer and Trustees.

Respectfully submitted,

DONALD O. NYLANDER,
Town Accountant.
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BALANCE SHEET

ASSETS

Cash:

General Funds

Petty Cash Fund

Accounts Receivable:

Taxes:

Levy of 1952

Personal Property

Levy of 1953

Personal Property

Levy of 1954

Personal Property

Levy of 1955

Personal Property

Levy of 1956

Real Estate $2,426.43

Personal Property 958.80

Poll 4.00

Levy of 1957

Real Estate $5,534.83

Personal Property 402.28

Poll 32.00

Levy of 1958

Real Estate $11,682.90

Personal Property 3,198.05

Poll 58.00

Levy of 1959

Real Estate $31,222.76

Personal Property 4,522.51

Poll

Motor Vehicle Excise:

Levy of 1956

Levy of 1957

Levy of 1958

Levy of 1959

Farm Animal Excise:

Levy of 1957

Levy of 1958

Levy of 1959

$441,330.44

70.00

$29.83

165.66

250.50

314.65

3,389-23

5,969.11

14,938.95

$441,400.44

284.00 36,029.27 61,087.20

$313.24

969.90

4,493.34

29,335.54 $35,112.02

$15.00

11.25

50.38 $76.63



THE TOWN OF ACTON 159

December 31. 1959

LIABILITIES AND RESERVES

Employees' Payroll Deductions:

Federal Taxes $833.10
State Taxes 1,286.13

Blue Cross— Blue Shield 372.50

Massachusetts Teachers Retirement System 24.75

Count}' Retirement System 672.91

Guarantee Deposits:

Board of Appeals $15.00
Planning Board 50.75

Tailings—Unclaimed checks

Over-estimates, 1959 Assessments:

County Hospital $3,144.18

State Parks 220.01

Trust Fund Income Transfer Balances Unexpended:

Cemetery

Perpetual Care $282.46

Susan Noyes Hosmer 124.61

Luke Blanchard 1.75

J. Roland Wetherbee 56.48

Henry S. Raymond 48.86

Georgia Whitney 29.90

Frank Knowlton 27.80

Robert I. Davis 18.48

Sarah A. Watson 32.23

Carrie F. Wells 14.88

George T. Ames .69

Library

Wilde Memorial 196.30

Federal Grants:

Welfare Administration $221.63

Old Age Assistance 21,873.80

Aid to Dependent Children 7,586.61

Disability- Assistance 334.09

Public Law 815 — School 2,984.34

Public Law 874 — School 14,599.59

Revolving Fund— School Department:

Cafeteria

Unexpended Appropriation Balances:

Archives Committee $1,000.46

Article 11 —Title VII, Housing Act of 1954 6,000.00

$3,189.39

$65.75

$111.63

$3,364.19

$834.44

$47,600.06

$4,885.09
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Street Assessments:

Added to 1957 tax bills

Committed interest

Added to 1959 tax bills

Committed interest

Tax Titles

Tax Possessions

Departmental

:

Old Age Assistance

Aid to Dependent Children ..

Cemetery

Highway

Aid to Highways:

State

County

Under-estimates, 1959 Assessments:

County Tax

Disbursement under Section 31 of

Chapter 44 General Laws:

Bemis Land Damages

$58.52

26.08 84.60

44.95

$29.26

15.69 $129.55

$477.45

400.19 $877.64

$1,789.79

664.19

333.00

958.80 $3,745.78

$24,465.47

7,400.00 $31,865.47

$391.49

1,002.50

$575,688.72

DEFERRED REVENUE ACCOUNTS

Apportioned Street Assessments not due $4,876.13
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Town Forest Committee 500.00

Chapter 90, Construction 25,160.78

Committee for Addition to Elementary School 4,829.90

New Elementary School, Construction 61,524.34

Mount Hope Oiling 500.00

Mount Hope Clearing and Grading 2,000.00

Civil Defense—Gonset Rigs 625.00

Civil Defense—Emergency Po^er Unit 300.00

Cemetery Land Fund

Road Machinery' Fund

Welfare Recoveries

County Dog License Fees

Overlay Surplus— Reserve Fund

Overlays reserved for abatements:

Levy of 1952 $29.83

Levy of 1953 165.66

Levy of 1954 250.50

Levy of 1955 314.65

Levy of 1956 3389-23
Levy of 1957 5,969-11

Levy of 1958 5,872.92

Levy of 1959 7,027.80

Revenue reserved until collected:

Motor Vehicle and Trailer Excise S35, 112.02

Farm Animal Excise 76.63

Tax Titles and Possessions 877.64

Departmental 3,745.78

State and County Aid to Highways 31,865.47

Street Assessment 129-55

Reserve for Petty Cash Fund

Surplus Revenue

$102,440.48

$3,805.35

13,458-42

17,139-68

34.50

12,011.5^

523,019-70

$71,807.09

70.00

271,851.38

$575,688.72

DEFERRED REVENUE ACCOUNTS

Apportioned Street Assessment Revenue, due I960 to

1966, inclusive $4,876.13
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DEBT ACCOUNTS

Net Funded or Fixed Debt $971,000.00

TRUST ACCOUNTS

Trust Funds, Cash and Securities:

In custody of Town Treasurer $351,791-30

In custody of Trustees 3,465-54

$355,256.84
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DEBT ACCOUNTS

Inside Debt Limit:

Elementary School — McCarthy $55,000.00
Elementary School—New 210,000.00

West Fire House 36,000.00

$301,000.00
Outside Debt Limit:

Elementary School— McCarthy $130,000.00

Elementary School — New 540,000.00

$670,000.00

$971,000.00

TRUST ACCOUNTS

In custody of Town Treasurer:

Charity Funds:

Elizabeth M. White
Georgia E. Whitney
Betsy M. Ball

Varnum Tuttle Memorial

Cemetery Funds:

Henry S. Raymond—Monument
Henry S. Raymond — Care

Hoit and Scott

J. Roland Wetherbee
Perpetual Care
Surplus

Luke Blanchard
Frank C. Hayward
Georgia E. Whitney
Susan Noyes Hosmer
Dr. Robert I. Davis
Frank R. Knowlton
George T. Ames
Mrs. Harry O'Neil
Sarah A. Watson
Carrie F. Wells
A. B. Conant Family Cemetery

Library and Educational Funds:

Acton High School Library

Wilde Memorial
Georgia E. Whitney Memorial

Firemen's Relief Funds:

Acton
West Acton

Stabilization 7,068.17

$26,601.53
14,424.84

13,253.12

10,000.00

1,002.45

2,367.91

658.98

11,924.60

93,648.61

256.17

2,414.71

1,343.16

1,782.45

93,565.01

1,076.88

1,074.02

479.09
390.90

2,578.56

3,074.30

1,000.00

4,307.23

32,499.22

15,000.00

9,024.15

975.24

$351,791.30
In custody of Trustees:

Charlotte Goodnow Fund 3,465.54

$355,256.84
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SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS AND DISBURSEMENTS

January 1, 1959 to December 31, 1959

Appropriated
or

Available Disbursed Balance

GENERAL GOVERNMENT

Moderator $75.00 $45.00 $30.00

Finance Committee 125.00 87.49 37.51

Selectmen:

Salaries 1,200.00 1,200.00 —
Expense 750.00 569-59 180.41

Town Office—
Clerical Pool— Wages 14,900.00 13,998.05 901.95

Legal Services—
Board of Selectmen 750.00 750.00 —

Town Accountant:

Salary 1,575.00 1,575.00 —
Expense 200.00 199-85 -15

Treasurer:

Salary 3,000.00 3,000.00 —
Expense 550.00 550.00 —

Town Collector:

Salary 2,200.00 2,200.00 —
Expense 970.00 970.00 —

Assessors

:

Salaries 4,600.00 4,600.00 —
Expense 400.00 390.24 9-76

Town Clerk:

Salary 1,175.00 1,1'75.00 —
Expense 520.00 446.52 73.48

Elections and Registrations:

Salaries and Wages 2,125.00 2,097.95 27.05

Expense 715.00 401.30 313-70

Planning Board:

Expense 1,900.00 1,802.53 97.47

Guarantee Deposits B 20.00

C 90.00 59.25 50.75

Board of Appeals:

Expense 50.00 9-10 40.90

Guarantee Deposits B 5.00

C 56.00 46.00 15.00

Total General Government $37,951.00 $36,172.87 $1,778.13
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BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS

Maintenance:

Salaries and Wages $3,480.00 $3,181.05 $298.95
Expense 4,600.00 4,065.72 534.28

Article 33—Septic Tank and Driveway.... 2,500.00 2,500.00 —
Article 10—Paint Interior Center Station 575.00 560.00 15.00

Total Buildings and Grounds $11,155.00 $10,306.77 $848.23

PROTECTION OF PERSONS AND PROPERTY

Police:

Salaries and Wages $40,355.00 $39,899.45 $455.55
Expense 6,500.00 6,374.58 125.42

Article 8 — Cruisers 2,000.00 2,000.00 —
Fire:

Salaries and Wages 14,765.00 12,603-94 2,161.06

Expense 8,855.00 8,504.70 350.30

Fire Alarm System:

Salaries and Wages 5,345.00 5,261.34 83.66

Expense 2,320.00 2,305.74 14.26

Hydrant Rental 11,850.00 11,600.00 250.00

Article 35 — Water Extension to Dump 200.00 107.50 92.50

Sealer of Weights and Measures:

Salary and Travel 350.00 350.00 —
Expense 50.00 26.46 23.54

Moth Department:

Wages 2,450.00

R 500.00 2,796.85 153.15

Expense 1,700.00 1,697.53 2.47

Town Forest Maintenance 100.00 74.40 25.60

Shade Tree Replacement 425.00 386.50 38.50

Tree Warden:

Wages 2,550.00 2,526.70 23-30

Expense 1,100.00 1,094.61 5.39

Wire Inspector:

Salar}' and Travel 900.00 900.00 —
Expense 100.00 94.20 5.80

Building Inspector:

Salar>' and Travel 3,400.00 3,398.00 2.00

Expense 75.00 63.25 11.75

Dog Officer— Wages and Travel 400.00 400.00 —
Building Committee 50.00 3.00 47.00

Civil Defense 1,200.00 275.78 924.22

Total Protection of Persons and Propert)- $107,540.00 $102,744.53 $4,795.47
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HEALTH AND SANITATION

Health:

Salaries:

Board $275.00 275.00 —
Secretary 650.00 650.00 —
Town Nurse 3,835.00 3,835.00 —
Assistant Nurse 650.00 315.25 334.75

Agent and Assistant Agent 4,210.00 3,791.25 418.75

Dump Custodian 3,120.00 3,120.00 —
Assistant Dump Custodian 1,368.00

R 24.00 1,392.00 —
Expense:

Board 2,500.00 2,489-10 10.90

Town Nurse 960.00 959.40 .60

Medical Supplies 225.00 177.93 47.07

Laboratory Fees 300.00 300.00 —
Hospitals and Sanitoriums 2,500.00 112.50 2,387.50

School Clinics 1,200.00 649.20 550.80

Gafbage 9,530.00 9,530.00 —
Inspector of Animals:

Salary 150.00 150.00 —
Expense 30.00 27.32 2.68

Plumbing Inspectors 1,800.00

R 639.00 2,439.00 —
Mosquito Control B 420.00

2,580.00 2,999.00 1.00

Total Health and Sanitation $36,966.00 $33,211.95 $3,754.05

HIGHWAYS

Village Highways $6,500.00

R 1,500.00 $7,998.06 $1.94

Drainage 10,150.00 10,149.86 .14

Chapter 81 Highways 13,050.00

G 17,325.00 30,374.44 .56

Chapter 90 Highways Maintenance 2,200.00

G 2,800.00 4,999.90 .10

Snow Removal 25,000.00

S 4,000.00 29,000.00 —
Traffic Signs and Lines 1,500.00 1,499.92 .08

Vacations and Holidays 2,145.00

R 111.00 2,256.00 —
Sidewalk Maintenance 250.00 249.85 .15

Highway Machinery Maintenance 8,000.00 8,000.00 —
Street Lighting 8,300.00 8,187.30 112.70
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Chapter 90 Highways Construction B 1,160.78

6,000.00

G 18,000.00 — 25,160.78

Article 26— Widen Charter Road 500.00 499-60 .40

Article 27 — Pickup Truck 1,800.00 1,800.00 —
Article 29— Mud Pump 500.00 468.41 31.59

Article 31 — Snow Plow 700.00 589-39 110.61

Article 32 — Speed Limit and Street

Name Signs 605.00 605.00 —
Article 34— Taylor Road 3,031-40 3,031.30 .10

Total Highways $135,128.18 $109,709-03 $25,419.15

CHARITIES

Welfare District Administration and
Welfare Board Salaries $3,275.00 $3,275.00 —

General Relief and Disability Assistance 5,500.00

R 500 00
B 1,253-41

G 1,784.50 8,703.82 334.09

Old Age Assistance 59,000.00

B 6,160.26

G 28,080.50 71,366.96 21,873-80

Aid to Dependent Children 9,000.00 7,890.51 1,109-49

B 1,320.61

G 6,26600 7,586.61

Total Charities $122,140.28 $91,236.29 $30,903-99

VETERANS' AID

Veterans' Benefits:

Aid $8,000.00 $7,661.95 $338.05
Agent's Salary 600.00 600.00 —
Agent's Expense 250.00 233.99 16.01

Veterans' Services:

Salary 200.00 200.00 —
Expense 25.00 12.25 12.75

Total Veterans' Aid $9,075.00 $8,708.19 $366.81

RECREATION

Wages $1,000.00 $418.00 $582.00
Expense 1,000.00 151-56 848.44

Total Recreation $2,000.00 $569-56 $1,430.44

EDUCATION

Instruction

Local $177,437.81

G 8,124.50 $185,562.31

Regional 146,737.26

R 49.23 146,786.49
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Textbooks and Supplies

Local 11,655.00 10,854.05 $800.95
Regional 9,678.48

R 3.24 9,681.72 —
Plant Operation

Local 28,155.00 25,878.91 2,276.09

Regional 26,636.06

R 8.94 26,645.00 —
Blanchard Auditorium

Local 9,300.00 7,470.34 1,829.66

Regional 5,128.93

R 1.72 5,130.65

Maintenance

Local 2,500.00 2,479-71 20.29

Regional 1,604.07

R .54 1,604.61 —
Auxiliary Agencies

Local 22,050.00 21,989-48 60.52

Regional 4,364.77

R 1.46 4,366.23 —
General Control

Local 8,210.00 7,904.75 305.25
Regional 7,969-71

R 2.68 7,972.39 —
Outlay

Local 3,000.00 92.13 2,907.87

Regional 1,935.02

R .65 1,935.67 —
Contingency Fund

Local 400.00 257.17 142.83

Regional 168.85

R .06 168.91 —
Other Regional:

Transportation 5,296.88

R .34 5,297.22

Athletic Fund 2,452.80 2,452.80 —
Cafeteria B 4,729-22 —

C 30,832.15 30,676.28 4,885-09

Vocational Tuition and Transportation.... 2,500.00 880.91 1,619.09

Elementary School:

Committee for addition B 4,829.90 — 4,829-90
Construction B 257,943-32 196,418.98 61,254.34

School Maintenance—
Federal P.L. 815 G 13,920.00 10,935.66 2,984.34

School Maintenance—
Federal P.L. 874 G 15,329.59 730.00 14,599-59

Total Education $812,958.18 $714,172.37 $98,785.81

LIBRARIES

Salaries and Wages $4,265.00 $4,196.00 $69.00

Expense 1,460.00

R 38.31 1,498.31 —
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Books B 6.56

1,000.00

T 1,500.00 2,310.26 196.30

Total Libraries $8,269-87 $8,004.57 $265.30

CEMETERIES

Salaries and Wages $13,618.00 $13,552.90 $65.10

Expense 2,550.00 2,478.21 71.79

Mount Hope Oiling B 500.00 — 500.00

Funds:

Perpetual Care B 173.11

T 1,000.00 893.15 279-96

Hosmer B 322.23

T 1,500.00 1,697.62 124.61

Blanchard B $5.00

T 55.00 58.25 1.75

Wetherbee B 77.47

T 100.00 120.99 56.48

Raymond B 42.21

T 75.00 68.35 48.86
Whitney B .83

T 50.00 20.93 29.90
Knowlton B 10 55

T 25.00 7.75 27.80
Davis B 18.49

T 25.00 25.01 18.48

Watson B 17.59

T 50.00 35.36 32.23

Wells B 14.89

T 25.00 25.01 14.88
Ames B 5-95 5.26 .69

Article 17— Mt. Hope, Clearing, etc 2,000.00 — 2,000.00

Article 18 — Chain Saw 250.00 198.75 51.25

Total Cemeteries $22,511.32 $19,187.54 $3,323.78

OTHER CLASSIFIED EXPENSES

Town Reports $2,035.00 $2,032.77 $2.23

Workmen's Compensation 3,700.00 2,835.42

Surety Bonds 950.00 581.00

Archives Committee B 1,427.41

200.00 528.25
Fire Insurance—
Town Buildings 5,500.00 4,049.82

Boiler and Machinery Insurance 700.00 579.16

Memorial Day 700.00 633-26

Miscellaneous 1,000.00 239-86

Surface Drainage Study B 786.75 786.75

Total Other Classified Expenses $16,999-16 $12,266.29

864.58

369.00

1,099-16

1,450.18

120.84

66.74

760.14

—

$4,732.87
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PENSIONS

Pension Fund $5,198.78 $5,198.78 —
Pension Fund Expense 251.60 251.60 —
Military Service Fund 21.52 21.52 —
Total Pensions $5,471.90 $5,471.90

AMORTIZATION OF DEBT AND INTEREST REQUIREMENTS

McCarthy Elementary School:

Debt $15,000.00 $15,000.00 —
Interest 4,000.00 4,000.00 —

New Elementary School:

Debt 45,000.00 45,000.00 —
Interest 28,620.00 28,620.00 —

Regional School:

Debt 30,400.00 30,400.00 —
Interest 37,064.25 37,064.25 —

West Fire House:

Debt 12,000.00 12,000.00 —
Interest 1,584.00 1,584.00 —

Anticipation of Revenue Notes:

Interest 250.00 — 250.00

Total Amortization of Debt and Interest

Requirements $173,918.25 $173,668.25 $250.00

SPECIAL ARTICLES

Article 7— Officer and Employee Insur-

ance $3,000.00 $2,167.60 $832.40

Article 9— Stabilization Fund 6,000.00 6,000.00 —
Article 11— Title VII— Housing Act

of 1954 Study 8,000.00 2,000.00 6,000.00

Article 12 — Numbering System Survey 1,500.00 1,500.00 —
Article 22 — Water Safety 500.00 500.00 —
Total Special Articles not Classified $19,000.00 $12,167.60 $6,832.40

Total of All Departmental Items $1,521,084.14 $1,337,597.71 $183,486.43

AGENCY AND TRUST

Agency:
State Audit of Municipal Accounts .... $1,974.80

State Parks and Reservations 2,251.38

Middlesex Count}^ Tax 16,837.81

Middlesex Count}^ Hospital Assessment 3,560 09
Middlesex County Dog Licenses 1,853.00

Federal Withholding Taxes 52,807.11

State Withholding Taxes 3,238.31

Massachusetts Hospital Service 4,787.45

Middlesex County Retirement Associa-

tion 7,522.83
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Massachusetts Teachers' Retirement

Fund 8,967.43

Acton Teachers' Insurance 644.50

Trust:

Charity 1,262.00

Cemeteries 5,625.00

Firemen's Relief Fund 270.00

Trust Fund Income 9,045.89

Bequests 27,500.00

Refunds:

Taxes 7,108.60
Building Permits 55.00

Board of Health 5.00

Guarantee Deposit 350.00

Bemis Land Taking Judgment 1,002.50

Total Agency and Trust $156,668.70

Grand Total of all Cash Disbursements.. Sl,494,266.4l

Treasurer's Report— Paid Selectmen's

Orders for 1959 $1,494,739.66

Less — Checks canceled 473.25

Net Payments, as above $1,494,266.41

KEY TO ALPHABETICAL DESIGNATIONS

B— Balance from previous year
C— Cash receipts

G— Grants from Federal, State and County funds
R— Reserve Fund transfers

S — Appropriation of November 23rd Special Town Meeting
T— Trust Fund Transfers
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ASSESSORS' REPORT— 1959

Taxes assessed as follows:

Buildings, exclusive of land $8,279,500.00

Land 1,074,875.00

Personal 787,500.00

110,141,875.00

Valuation — January 1, 1958 $9,141,095.00

Increase in valuation $1,000,780.00

Rate of Taxation— $75.00

Real Estate $701,578.13

Personal Estate 59,062.50

Polls 3,554.00

Gain account fractions .37

$764,195.00

Amount of Money raised:

State Parks and Reservations $2,471.39

State Audit of Municipal Accounts 1,974.80

County Tax 16,478.88

Tuberculosis Hospital Assessment 8,455.32

Town Grant 711,571.18

Overlay 23,243.43

Motor Vehicle and Trailer Excise:

Number of Vehicles Assessed — 3,392

Commissioner's Value of Motor Vehicles

and Trailers $1,991,710.00

Rate of Excise— $64.13

Total Excise 113,266.86

Added Excise of 1958 5,606.83

Number of Vehicles Added Excise — 397

Value of Vehicles Added Excise 250,580.00

$764,195.00

Respectfully submitted,

ALBERT P. DURKEE,
CARL FLINT,

JAMES W. BAKER,
Board of Assessors.
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TOWN COLLECTORS' REPORT

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen

I herewith submit my report for the year 1959.

1952 Personal Property Taxes

Outstanding January 1, 1959

Outstanding December 31, 1959

1953 Personal Property Taxes

Outstanding January 1, 1959

Outstanding December 31, 1959

1954 Personal Property Taxes

Outstanding January 1, 1959

Outstanding December 31, 1959

1955 Personal Property Taxes

Outstanding January 1, 1959

Outstanding December 31, 1959

1956 Poll Taxes

Outstanding January 1, 1959

Abatements 2.00

Outstanding December 31, 1959 4.00

1956 Personal Property Taxes

Outstanding January 1, 1959

Outstanding December 31, 1959

1956 Real Estate Taxes

Outstanding January 1, 1959

Payments to Treasurer $1,228.19

Outstanding December 31, 1959 $2,426.43

1957 Poll Taxes

Outstanding January 1, 1959 42.00

Refund 2.00

173

$29.83

$29.83

$165.66

$165.66

$250.50

$250.50

$314.65

$314.65

S6.00

$6.00

$958.80

$958.80

$3,654.62

$3,654.62

$44.00
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Payments to Treasurer $10.00

Abatements $2.00

Outstanding December 31, 1959 32.00

$44.00

1957 Personal Property Taxes

Outstanding January 1, 1959 $1,257.43

Payments to Treasurer $855.15

Outstanding December 31, 1959 402.28

$1,257.43

1957 Real Estate Taxes

Outstanding January 1, 1959 $11,205.86

Payments to Treasurer $5,671.03

Outstanding December 31, 1959 5,534.83

$11,205.86

1958 Poll Taxes

Outstanding January 1, 1959 $148.00

Payments to Treasurer $80.00

Abatements 10.00

Outstanding December 31. 1959 58.00

$148.00

1958 Personal Property Taxes

Outstanding January 1, 1959 $3,882.06

Payments to Treasurer $668.41

Abatements 15.60

Audit adjustments 3.95

Outstanding December 31, 1959 3,194.10

$3,882.06

1958 Real Estate Taxes

Outstanding January 1, 1959 $38,336.94

Refunds 156.00

Audit adjustments 110.40

$38,603.34
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Payments to Treasurer $26,798.34

Abatements 11.70

Audit adjustments 31.20

Outstanding December 31, 1959 11,762.10

$38,603.34

$3,562.00

$3,562.00

1959 Poll Taxes

Commitment, per warrant $3,554.00

Abatement cancelled 2.00

Audit adjustment 4.00

Overpayment to be refunded 2.00

Payments to Treasurer $2,930.00

Abatements 342.00

Outstandmg December 31, 1959 290.00

1959 Personal Property Taxes

Commitment, per warrant $59,062.54

Refunds 41.25

559,103.79

Payments to Treasurer $54,513.78

Abatements 67.50

Outstanding December 31, 1959 4,522.51

$59,103.79

1959 Real Estate Taxes

Commitment, per warrant $701,578.46

Refunds 3,232.50

Overpayments to be refunded 693.90

$705,504.86

Payments to Treasurer $657,780.07

Abatements 15,808.13

Outstanding December 31, 1959 31,916.66

$705,504.86
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1956 Motor Vehicle and Trailer Excise

Outstanding January 1, 1959 $356.06

Payments to Treasurer $42.82

Outstanding December 31, 1959 313.24

S356.06

1957 Motor Vehicle and Trailer Excise

Outstanding January 1, 1959 Si,035.92

Payments to Treasurer $66.02

Outstanding December 31, 1959 969.90

$1,035.92

1958 Motor Vehicle and Trailer Excise

Outstanding January 1, 1959 $13,926.90

Commitment, per warrant 5,606.83

Refunds 879.46

$20,413.19

Payments to Treasurer $14,961.10

Abatements 936.15

Abatements reported in error 22.60

Outstanding December 31, 1959 4,493.34

$20,413.19

1959 Motor Vehicle and Trailer Excise

Commitment, per warrant $113,266.86

Refunds 2,797.39

Overpayments to be refunded 136.18

$116,200.4:

Payments to Treasurer $80,211.18

Abatements 6,517.53

Audit adjustment 28.09

Outstanding December 31, 1959 29,443.63

$116,200.43

1957 Farm Animal Excise

Outstanding January 1, 1959 $15.00

Outstanding December 31, 1959 $15.00
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1958 Farm Animal Excise

Outstanding January 1, 1959 $21.88

Payments to Treasurer $10.63

Outstanding December 31, 1959 11.25

$21.88

1959 Farm Animal Excise

Commitment, per warrant $142.62

Payments to Treasurer $92.24

Outstanding December 31, 1959 50.38

$142.62

Mohawk and Seneca Betterment Assessment

Apportioned and added to 1957 Real Estate Levy

Outstanding January 1, 1959 $108.79

Payments to Treasurer $50.27

Outstanding December 31, 1959 58.52

$108.79

Apportioned and added to 1958 Real Estate Levy

Outstanding January 1, 1959 $50.27

Payments to Treasurer $50.27

Apportioned and added to 1959 Real Estate Levy

Commitment, per warrant $754.45

Payments to Treasurer $754.45

Committed Interest on Betterment Assessments

Outstandmg January 1, 1959, year 1957 S48.52

Payment to Treasurer $22.44

Outstanding December 31, 1959 26.08

S48.52

Outstanding January 1, 1959, year 1958 18.09

Payments to Treasurer 18.09

Commitment, per warrant, year 1959 241.42

Payments to Treasurer $239.11

Abatements 2.31

$241.42
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Cemetery Department

Outstanding January 1, 1959 $285.50

Charges, committed 786.00

Audit adjustment 3.50

Advance payments to be adjusted 10.00

$1,085.00

Payments to Treasurer $738.50

Audit adjustment 6.00

Outstanding December 31, 1959 340.50

$1,085.00

Certificates of Municipal Liens

Receipts for year 1959 $525.00

Payments to Treasurer for 1959 $525.00

Interest on Taxes

Excise and Assessments

Cash balance January 1, 1959 $.12

Collections for 1959

Real Estate Taxes

Levy of 1956 $154.85

1957 405.82

1958 717.60

1959 117.51

Poll Taxes

Levy of 1958 1.79

Motor Vehicle and Trailer Excise

Levy of 1956 6.72

1957 6.29

1958 72.77

Audit adjustment 8.64

$1/91.99

$1,492.11
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Payments to Treasurer $1,385.66

Audit adjustment 106.45

$1,492.11

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM HENRY SOAR,
Town Collector.

STATE AUDITORS REPORT

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Department of Corporations and Taxation

Bureau of Accounts

State House, Boston 33

April 15, 1959

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:
Mr. Charles D. MacPherson, ChaWman
Acton, Massachusetts

Gentlemen

:

I submit herewith my report of an audit of the books and accounts

of the town of Acton for the fiscal year 1958, made in accordance with

the provisions of Chapter 44, General Laws. This is in the form of a

report made to me by Mr. William Schwartz, Assistant Director of

Accounts.

Very truly yours,

HERMAN B. DINE,
HBD:TJP Director of Accounts.

Mr. Herman B. Dine

Director of Accounts

Department of Corporations and Taxation

State House, Boston

Sir:

In accordance with your instructions, I have made an audit of the

books and accounts of the town of Acton for the fiscal year 1958, and

report thereon as follows:

The financial transactions, as recorded on the books of the several

departments receiving or disbursing money for the town or committing
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bills for collection, were examined, checked, and compared with the

records of the town accountant and the town treasurer.

The books and accounts of the town accountant were examined

and checked in detail. The recorded receipts were compared with the

treasurer's books and with the records in the several departments collecting

money for the town, while the recorded disbursements were checked with

the treasury warrants and with the payments as shown by the treasurer's

books. The appropriations were checked with the town clerk's records

of town meeting votes, while the transfers from the reserve fund were

checked with the finance committee's authorizations.

The general and appropriation ledger accounts were analyzed, a

trial balance was taken off, and a balance sheet, showing the financial

condition of the town on December 31, 1958, was prepared and is

appended to this report.

From an examination of the paid bills and vouchers on file it was

noted that in a number of instances payments were made from statements

which contained no detailed description of the charges involved. It is

recommended that no charges be placed on a warrant for payment unless

accompanied by an invoice in sufficient detail to enable the town

accountant to compute and verify the correctness of the charge.

The books and accounts of the town treasurer were examined and

checked. The recorded receipts were analyzed and compared with the

town accountant's books, with the records in the several departments

collecting money for the town, and with other sources from which

money was paid into the town treasury, while the payments were com-

pared with the treasury warrants approved by the selectmen and with the

town accountant's books.

The cash book was footed, and the cash balance on December 31,

1958 was proved by reconciliation of the banks balances with state-

ments furnished by the banks of deposit, by actual count of the cash in

the office, and by verification of the amount invested in U. S. Treasury

Bills held for safekeeping at the depository.

The recorded payments on account of maturing debt and interest

were verified by comparison with the amounts falling due and checked

with the cancelled securities and coupons on file. The outstanding coupons

were listed, and the bond and coupon account was reconciled with a

statement furnished by the bank of deposit.

The savings bank books and securities representing the investments

of the trust and investment funds in the custody of the town treasurer

and the trustees of the Charlotte L. Goodnow Fund were examined and

listed. The income was proved and all transactions and balances were

verified.
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The records of payroll deductions for Federal taxes, Blue Cross and

Blue Shield, teachers' and county retirement systems, and group insurance

were examined and checked with the treasurer's books and with the town

accountant's ledger. The payments to the proper agencies were verified,

and the balances on December 31, 1958 were reconciled with the con-

trolling accounts in the town accountant's ledger.

The records of tax titles and tax possessions held by the town were

examined, listed, and proved with the town accountant's ledger, and

further verified by comparison with the records at the Registry of Deeds.

The audit of the books and accounts of the tax collector was

extended to March 10, 1959 preparatory to a recommitment of the out-

standing accounts to the newly elected tax collector.

The taxes, excise, and assessments, outstanding at the time of the

previous examination, as well as all subsequent commitment lists, were

audited and proved. The recorded collections were compared with the

payments to the treasurer, the recorded abatements were checked with

the assessors' records of abatements granted, and the outstanding accounts

were listed and reconciled with the respective controlling accounts in the

town accountant's ledger.

Further verification of the outstanding accounts was made by mail-

ing notices to a number of persons whose names appeared on the books

as owing money to the town, the replies received thereto indicating that

the accounts, as listed, are correct.

Detailed lists of the outstanding accounts on March 10, 1959 were

prepared for the newly elected tax collector, and the aggregates of the

outstanding tax, excise, and assessment accounts by levies were given to

the board of assessors for purpose of recommitment.

The financial records of the town clerk were examined. The
records of receipts on account of dog and sporting licenses, and from

miscellaneous charges and fees were checked, the payments to the State

and to the town being checked with the receipts on file and with the

town treasurer's books.

The surety bonds of the town ofl&cials required by law to furnish

such surety were examined and found to be in proper form.

The records of departmental cash collections of the board of

selectmen and the sealer of weights and measures, as well as of the

police, fire, health, school, library, and cemetery departments, and of

all other departments in which money was collected for the town or

bills were committed for collection, were examined and checked. The
recorded receipts were verified and the payments to the treasurer were

compared with the records of the town treasurer and the town accountant.
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In addition to the balance sheet, there are appended to this report

tables showing a reconciliation of the treasurer's cash, summaries of the

tax, excise, assessment, tax title, tax possession, and departmental accounts,

together with schedules showing the condition and transactions of the

trust and investment funds.

During the progress of the audit cooperation was received from

all town officials, for which, on behalf of my assistants and for myself,

I wish to express appreciation.

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM SCHWARTZ,
Assistant Director of Accounts.

WSiTJP
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TREASURER'S REPORT

For the Year Ending December 31, 1959

To THE Honorable Board of Selectmen:

Acton, Massachusetts.

I herewith submit my report for the year 1959:

Cash Balance January 1, 1959 $557,584.68

Received from State Treasurer

Chapter 90 Highways $6,104.29

Disability Assistance 2,909.27

Disability Assistance — Federal 1,792.24

Aid Dependent Children — Federal 5,918.93

Old Age Assistance — Federal 28,195.49

Old Age Assistance 28,786.13

Aid Dependent Children 4,724.88

Veterans' Services 2,370.79

Veterans' Abatements 218.40

Snow Removal 104.62

Licenses 33.00

Chapter 81 Highways 15,317.21

Corporation Taxes 26,259.78

Income Taxes 81,988.79

Meal Taxes 2,286.91

Vocational Education 664.77

School Aid, Chapter 70 23,294.49

Tax Loss — reim 2,174.01

Board of Health 62.15

School Construction —
J. L. M 5,567.89

School Construction — Elementary 20,875.00

Tuition and Transportation 9,409.10

Retarded Children 3,370.25

$272,428.39

Received from County Treasurer

Highways $15,000.00

Dog Licenses 1,160.59

County Aid 10.00

$16,170.59
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Received from Town Clerk

Sporting License Fees $101.75

Dog License Fees 195.25

Certificates — Vital Statistics 238.00

Mortgage Fees 649.04

Business Certificates 21.50

Registrars' Lists 38.50

Pole Locations 144.00

Storage Fees 78.00

Dog Licenses 1,829.75

$3,295.79

Received from Collector of Taxes

Motor Vehicle Excise, 1956 $42.82

Real Estate, 1956 1,228.19

Poll, 1957 10.00

Excise, 1957 66.02

Personal, 1957 855.15

Real Estate, 1957 5,671.03

Poll, 1958 80.00

Excise, 1958 14,961.10

Personal, 1958 668.41

Real Estate, 1958 26,691.89

Farm Animal Excise, 1958 10.63

Poll, 1959 2,930.00

Excise, 1959 80,211.18

Personal, 1959 54,513.78

Real Estate, 1959 657,780.07

Farm Animal Excise, 1959 92.24

Street Assessment, 1957 50.27

Street Assessment, 1958 50.27

Street Assessment and Betterments 1,597.73

Lien Certificates 525.00

Care Lots, Cemetery 738.50

Highway Department 126.87

Committed Interest 280.75

Interest 1,492.11

Miscellaneous Receipts

TOWN OF ACTON
Machinery Account

County Retirement

$7,190.62

7,581.25

$850,674.01
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State Withholding Taxes 4,555.79

Federal Withholding Taxes 53,547.56

Teacher's Insurance 593.45

Teacher's Retirement 8,967.43

Blue Cross 3,675.20

ACTON-BOXBOROUGH REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL FUND
Lunch Account 30,832.15

Telephone 35.20

Breakage 12.60

Miscellaneous 11.20

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Licenses 981.50

Wire Permits 1,636.00

Building Permits 4,627.67

Miscellaneous 208.50

CHIEF OF FIRE DEPARTMENT
Miscellaneous 4.50

Rentals — Fire Station 75.00

Permits 96.50

BOARD OF HEALTH
Miscellaneous 9.50

Dental Clinic 27.00

Licenses 49.50

Nurse Services 914.10

Plumbing Permits 2,491.00

Sewage Permits 4,825.00

CHIEF OF POLICE

Bicycle Registrations 48.25

Dealers' Permits 85.00

Pistol Permits 98.00

FRED S. KENNEDY
Liners 35.00

Chapel Fees 50.00

Miscellaneous 75.00

Lowering Device 114.00

Foundations 322.90

Sale of Lots 1,025.00

Burials 1,517.00

Village Package Store 500.00

Notar's Market 500.00

Roland Livermore, Rent Hall 632.00
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Concord District Court, Fines 408.59

Marian L. Piper, Library Fines 667.13

George K. Ha>^^ard, Sealer Weights 234.35

Planning Board, Hearings 90.00

Jennie Dargiewicz, Tuition 293.15

Acton Firefighters Asso., Auditorium 60.00

New England Telephone Co., Auditorium .. 6.06

Parent Teacher's Asso., Auditorium 30.00

Acton Lions Club, Auditorium 40.00

Edwards Quimby Post, A. L., Auditorium .... 10.00

Acton Communit}' Center, Auditorium 30.00

Treasurer United States, School Grant 24,663.90

South Acton Fire Co., Blue Cross 1,131.45

Employee's, Blue Cross 43.95

U. S. Treasury Dept., Earned Income 3,736.39

Board of Appeals, Hearings 56.00

Recipients, Old Age Assistance 4,969.27

Recipients, Aid Dependent Children 125.30

Recipients, General Relief 70.00

Town of Maynard, Old Age Assistance 93.74

Town of Weston, Old Age Assistance 676.80

Town of Concord, Old Age Assistance 792.48

Town of Belmont, Old Age Assistance 117.47

City of Waldiam, Old Age Assistance 21.79

City of Newton, Old Age Assistance 242.84

City of Lowell, Old Age Assistance 18.33

City of Cambridge, Old Age Assistance 714.22

City of Cambridge, General Relief 100.00

City of Worcester, Old Age Assistance 95.06

Town of Medway, Old Age Assistance 285.00

Town of Ayer, Old Age Assistance 352.33

Page's Drug Store, Old Age Assistance Rec'y 6.60

Town of Westford, Tuition 1,088.57

Heirs of Franklin Lovering, Tax Title 269.03

Heirs of Franklin Lovering, Interest 48.70

Commercial Insurance Co. Teacher's Ins 51.05

A. Vigeant & Sons, Fire Dept 1.80

Acton-Boxborough Regional School District,

Blanchard Auditorium 6,075.14

ESTATE OF JENNIE TUTTLE
Varnum Tuttle Fund $10,000.00

Georgia E. Whitney Memorial Fund 15,000.00

Center Fire Co., Relief Fund 85.00

South Fire Co., Relief Fund 90.00

West Fire Co., Relief Fund 95.00
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Nathan Kepnes, Tax Title

Nathan Kepnes, Interest

Town of Boxborough, Tuition

Flagg Hill Estates, Planning Board

]. F. Cahill Const. Co., Planning Board

A. B. Conant Trust, H. S. Library Fund

Town of Concord, Lieu — Land Tax ....

Field & Cowles, Premium Refund

Chester Robbins, Premium Refund

West Acton Women's Club, Blanchard Hall

Perpetual Care— Woodland Cemetery

Francis Carroll $200.00

Belle Hinckley 200.00

Jessie Christofferson 100.00

B. Esther Hurley 100.00

Ina Lawson 100.00

Estate Serena Keyes 300.00

Estate A. B. Conant 500.00

Conant Family 1,000.00

Verna Medlar 200.00

49.28

3.62

428.55

27.00

52.50

2,500.00

29.91

96.84

1,336.69

1 115.00

$215,576.25

Perpetual Care— Mt. Hope Cemetery

Gertrude Shattuck $125.00

Mrs. Harry Gibbs 150.00

Euseba Reed 100.00

Eleanor Laffin 200.00

Ruth French 100.00

Alice Murray 150.00

Pauline Mead 300.00

Ruth Scanlon 200.00

Estate William Hoyt 400.00

Louise Cook 200.00

Edna Perry 200.00

Elliot Parks 200.00

Kathleen Kelly 50.00

Warren Costello 200.00

Estate William Feltus 150.00

Caroline Wetherbee 100.00

George Loggie 100.00

$2,700.00

$2,925.00
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Transfers to Town Account

Robert Davis Fund $25.00

Frank Knowlton Fund 25.00

Carrie Wells Fund 25.00

Georgia E. Whitney Cemetery Fund 50.00

Sarah Watson Fund 50.00

Luke Blanchard Cemetery Fund 55.00

Henry S. Raymond Fund 75.00

J. Roland Wetherbee Fund 100.00

Georgia E. Whitney Fund 287.00

Memorial Library Fund 500.00

Elizabeth White Fund 975.00

Cemetery Fund 1,000.00

Memorial Library — Tainter Fund 1,000.00

Susan Noyes Hosmer Fund 1,500.00

$5,667.00

Trust Fund Income

Betsey M. Ball Fund $327.59

Cemetery Fund 2,419.25

Elizabedi White Fund 840.80

Georgia E. Whitney Fund 454.17

Frank C Hayward Fund 31.25

Hoit and Scott Fund 12.50

Luke Blanchard Fund 27.02

Susan Noyes Hosmer Fund 2,739.96

J. Roland Wetherbee Fund 312.51

Memorial Library Fund 597.39

Memorial Library — Tainter Fund 496.33

Acton High School Library 43.13

Acton Firemen's Rehef Fund 213.61

George T. Ames Fund 13.37

Robert Davis Fund 35.00

Georgia E. Whitney Cemetery Fund 50.62

Mrs. Harry O'Neil Fund 10.70

Henry S. Raymond Monument Fund 23.63

Henry S. Raymond Fund 80.18

Sarah Watson Cemetery Fund 84.38

Carrie Wells Fund 97.50

Frank Knowlton Cemetery Fund 32.50

Stabilization Fund 105.00

$9,048.39

Total Receipts for 1959 $1,378,485.42
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Cash Balance January 1, 1959 557,584.68

$1,936,070.10

Paid Selectmen's Orders for 1959 $1,494,739.66

Cash Balance December 31, 1959 $441,330.44

OUTSTANDING NOTES AND BONDS

Elementary School Bonds, Chapter 44,

General Laws 36 to 90 due I960 to

1970, Julia McCarthy School $55,000.00

Elementary School Bonds, Chapter 645, Acts

of 1948, 71 to 200 due I960 to 1972,

Julia McCarthy School 130,000.00

Elementary School Bonds, Chapter 44,

Section 7, Clause 3, 31 to 240 due I960

to 1977, New School 210,000.00

Elementary School Bonds, Chapter 645,

Acts of 1948, 61 to 600, due I960 to

1977, New School 540,000.00

Fire Station Notes, Chapter 44, General

Laws, 314 to 349, due I960 to 1962 .... 36,000.00

Acton High School Library Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $1,500.00

Income Balance 256.31

$1,756.31

Received Interest for 1959 $50.92

A. B. Conant, bequest 2,500.00

$2,550.92

$4,307.23

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $4,307.23
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Acton Firemen's Relief Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $6,550.00

Income Balance ^ 1,926.80

Received to Fund in 1959

Company Salaries $270.00

Interest 277.35

$8,476.80

$547.35

$9,024.15

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $9,024.15

George T. Ames Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $465.49

Income Balance .10

$465.59

Received Interest for 1959 13.50

$479.09

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $479.09

Betsey M. Ball Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $10,095.26

Income Balance 2,744.44

$12,839.70

Received Interest for 1959 413.42

$13,253.12

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $13,253.12
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Cemetery Surplus

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $248.35

Received Interest for 1959 7.82

$256.17

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposit in Savings Bank $256.17

Cemetery Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $74,447.21

Income Balance 12,769.99

$87,217.20

Received for Perpetual Care $4,625.00

Received Interest for 1959 2,806.41

$7,431.41

$94,648.61

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $89,148.61

U. S. Savings Bonds 4,500.00

Transfers to Town Account 1,000.00

$94,648.61

The A. B. Conant Cemetery Fund

Principal Fund $1,000.00

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposit in Savings Bank $1,000.00

Dr. Robert I. Davis Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $1,000.00

Income Balance 64.42

$1,064.42

Received Interest for 1959 37.46

$1,101.88
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Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $1,076.88

Transfer to Town Account 25.00

$1,101.88

Elizabeth White Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $25,000.00

Income Balance 1,697.17

$26,697.17

Received Interest for 1959 879.36

$27,576.53

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $26,601.53

Paid Trustee's Orders for 1959 975.00

$27,576.53

Georgia E. Whitney Memorial Fund

Principal Fund $15,000.00

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposit in Savings Bank $15,000.00

Georgia E. Whitney Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $14,073.70

Income Balance 173.20

$14,246.90

Received Interest for 1959 464.94

$14,711.84

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $14,424.84

Paid Trustee's Orders for 1959 287.00

$14,711.84
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Georgia E. Whitney Cemetery Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund 1,500.00

Income Balance 273.53

$1,773.53

Received Interest for 1959 58.92

$1,832.45

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $1,782.45

Transfer to Town Account 50.00

$1,832.45

Frank C. Hayward Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $1,000.00

Income Balance 302.31

$1,302.31

Received Interest for 1959 40.85

$1,343.16

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $1,343.16

Hoit and Scott Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $500.00

Income Balance 141.98

$641.98

Received Interest for 1959 17.00

$658.98

Balance December 31, 1959

U. S. Savings Bond $500.00

Deposit in Savings Bank 158.98

$658.98
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Mrs. Harry CNeil's Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $372.39

Income Balance 7.68

$380.07

Received Interest for 1959 10.83

$390.90

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $390.90

Frank R. Knowlton Cemetery Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $1,000.00

Income Balance 64.34

$1,064.34

Received Interest for 1959 34.68

$1,099.02

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $1,074.02

Transfer to Town Account 25.00

$1,099.02

Luke Blanchard Cemetery Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $22,385.09

Income Balance 4.06

$2,389.15

Received Interest for 1959 80.56

$2,469.71

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $2,414.71

Transfer to Town Account 55.00

$2,469.71
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Henry S. Raymond Fund

Monument Perpetual Care

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $700.00

Income Balance 269.56

$969.56

Received Interest for 1959 32.89

$1,002.45

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $1,002.45

Henry S. Raymond Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $2,000.00

Income Balance 362.73

$2,362.73

Received Interest for 1959 80.18

$2,442.91

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $2,367.91

Transfer to Town Account 75.00

$2,442.91

Susan Noyes Hosmer Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $82,238.95

Income Balance 9,753.60

$91,992.55

Received Interest for 1959 3,072.46

$95,065.01

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $93,565.01

Transfer to Town Account 1,500.00

$95,065.01
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Varnum Tuttie Memorial Fund

Principal Fund $10,000.00

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposit in Savings Bank $10,000.00

J.
Roland Wetherbee Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $10,000.00

Income Balance 1,659.50

$11,659.50

Received Interest for 1959 365.10

$12,024.60

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $11,924.60

Transfer to Town Account 100.00

$12,024.60

Wilde Memorial Library Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $31,879-64

Income Balance 636.91

$32,516.55

Received Interest for 1959 1,102.49

$33,619.04

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $31,869.09

West Shore R. R. Bond 1,000.00

Transfer to Town Account 749.9t

Sarah A. Watson Fund

$33,619.04

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $2,500.00

Income Balance 42.33

$2,542.33

Received Interest fo.' 1959 86.23

$2,628.56
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Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $2,578.56

Transfer to Town Account 50.00

$2,628.56

West Acton Firemen's Relief Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $944.32

Received Interest for 1959 30.92

$975.24

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposit in Savings Bank $975.24

Stabilization Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $

Income Balance $931.36

Received Interest for 1959 136.81

Article 9 Town Meeting 6,000.00

$6,136.81

$7,068.17

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks : $7,068.17

Carrie Wells Cemetery Fund

Balance January 1, 1959

Principal Fund $3,000.00

Income Balance 1.80

$3,001.80

Received Interest for 1959 97.50

$3,099.30

Balance December 31, 1959

Deposits in Savings Banks $3,074.30

Transfer to Town Account 25.00

$3,099.30

Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM HENRY SOAR,
*

Toivn Treasurer.
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TOWN OFFICERS

Moderator

James Edward Kinsley

Selectmen

Martin S. Meigs, Jr Term Expires I960

Charles D. MacPherson Term Expires 1961

Lawrence Donnelly Term Expires 1962

Town Clerk Town Treasurer

Charles M. MacRae William Henry Soar

Assessors

James W. Baker Term Expires I960

Carl C. Flint Term Expires 1961

Albert P. Durkee Term Expires 1962

Town Collector Tree Warden

William Henry Soar Franklin H. Charter

Board of Public Welfare

Lossie E. Laird Term Expires I960

Raymond A. Gallant Term Expires 1961

Clinton S. Curtis Term Expires 1962

Cemetery Commissioners

Harlan E. Tuttle Term Expires I960

Howard F. Jones Term Expires 1961

Harry E. Holt Term Expires 1962

Constables

T. Frederick S. Kennedy Edward
J.

Collins, Jr.

Chauncey R. Fenton, Jr. David W. Scribner

Trustees of Memorial Library

Florence A. Merriam Term Expires I960

Frederick T. Heyliger Term Expires 1961

Florence W. Durkee Term Expires 1962
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Local and Regional School Committees

Edmond J.
McNiff Term Expires I960

Elizabeth H. Boardman Term Expires I960

George E. Neagle Term Expires 1961

Lloyd E. Williamson Term Expires 1961

Evelyn N. MacLean Term Expires 1962

Thomas E. Wetherbee Term Expires 1962

Board of Health

Martin
J.

Duggan Term Expires I960

Donnell W. Boardman Term Expires 1961

Robert C Heustis Term Expires 1962

Planning Board

Harold W. Flood Term Expires I960

Charles Judd Farley Term Expires 1961

John H. Loring Term Expires 1962

David P. Tinker Term Expires 1963

David G. Stuart Term Expires 1964

Trustees of Elizabeth White Fund

Eleanor P. Wilson Term Expires I960

Helen B. Wood Term Expires 1961

Hazel P. Vose Term Expires 1962

Trustees of West Acton Firemen's Relief Fund

H. Stuart MacGregor Term Expires I960

James B. Wilson Term Expires 1961

Arno H. Perkins Term Expires 1962

Trustees of Acton Firemen's Relief Fund

Clarence Frost Term Expires I960

Herbert W. Merriam Term Expires 1961

Frederick T. Kennedy Term Expires 1962

Trustees of Goodnow Fund

Roy H. Linscott Term Expires I960

Thelma L. Boatman Term Expires 1961

fames N. Gates Term Expires 1962
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APPOINTMENTS MADE BY SELECTMEN— 1959

Executive Clerk

Virginia Milbery

Finance Committee

Thomas N. Rogers Term Expires I960

Edward B. Apel Term Expires I960

Allen G. Moody Term Expires 1961

H. Bradford Sturtevant, III Term Expires 1961

Arthur W. Lee Term Expires 1962

H. Calvin Gaebel Term Expires 1962

Board of Appeals

Otto O. Pasanen Term Expires I960

Carol H. Flagg Term Expires 1961

Craig E. Lundberg Term Expires 1962

Associates

Herschel N. Hadley Term Expires I960

Hayward S. Houghton Term Expires 1961

Superintendent of Streets

Benjamin F. Rice

Registrars of Voters

Grace ]. Cullinane Term Expires I960

Julia A. Barry Term Expires 1961

James B. Wilson Term Expires 1962

Charles M. MacRae Ex-Officio

Town Accountant

Donald O. Nylander Term Expires 1962

Chief of Fire Department
(Permanent)

H. Stuart MacGregor

Town Forest Committee

Frankhn H. Charter Term Expires I960

Arno H. Perkins Term Expires 1961

Emery D. Nelson Term Expires 1962
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Election Officers

Precinct I

Warden— Irene F. McLaughlin

Clerk— Inga Frost

Inspector— Alice H. May
Inspector — Alice C. Duren

Deputy Warden— John F. McLaughlin

Deputy Clerk— Helen R. Edwards

Deputy Inspector— Adelaide G. Cornwall

Deputy Inspector— Marion E. Stevens

Teller— Edna R. Custance

Teller— Katharine M. Condon

Precinct II

Warden— Margaret Larsen

Clerk— Bertha Carr Tucker

Inspector— Martha I. Lowden
Inspector— Sophia Walsh

Deputy Warden— Lucille Cunningham

Deputy Clerk— Phyllis M. Moyer
Deputy Inspector— Hazel P. Vose

Deputy Inspector— Michael J. Walsh
Teller— Elsie T. Winslow

Teller— Mabel S. McKelvie

Precinct III

Warden— Barbara
J.

McPhee
Clerk— Phyllis K. Sprague

Inspector— Barbara Nylander

Inspector— Martin
J. Duggan

Deputy Warden— Harry E. Holt

Deputy Clerk— Stanley A. Nedza
Deputy Inspector— Elsie M. Godfrey

Deputy Inspector— Genevieve L. Hatch

Teller— Minnie C Veasie

Teller— Mary H. Prentice

Inspector of Animals Dog Officer

Carl W. Flint Carl W. Flint

Sealer of Weights and Measures

George K. Hayward

Surveyors of Wood and Lumber

Oliver D, Wood E. John Torkelsen
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Recreation Commission

John F. McGrail Term Expires I960

Patience H. MacPherson Term Expires 1961

Nicholas Albanese Term Expires 1961

Allan R. Murray Term Expires 1962

Frederick T. Heyliger Term Expires 1963

Fence Viewers

Laurence Hadley Louis F. Leveroni

Allan R. Murray

Fire Alarm Operator

Frederic W. Rimbach

William C. Kazokas

Field Drivers

George Kemp

Superintendent of Moth Work

Franklin H. Charter

Burial Agent

Ian M. Mott

Veterans' Agent

Ian M. Mott

Director of Veterans' Services

Ian M. Mott

Inspector of Wires

Leslie F. Parke

Police Officers

Edward J. Collins,

*Chauncey R. Fenton,

*Warren F. Birch,

*David W. Scribner

*William
J.

Durkin, Jr.

*Norman L. Roche

William S. Kendall, Jr.

Robert A. Bartlett

John V. Gregory

Richard N. Farrell

Irving W. Davis

Benjamin F. Rice

James P. Conheeney, Jr.

Civil Service

Jr., Chief

Jr., Sergeant

Sergeant

Louis F. Leveroni

T. Frederick S. Kennedy

Carl W. Flint

Ray L. Harris

Franklin H. Charter

Edward R. Kelly

Die Garthe

Carl Simeone

Robert S. Rhodes
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Workmen's Compensation Agent

Theron A. Lowden

Director of Civil Defense

John F. McLaughlin

Deputy Director of Civil Defense

Donald L. Files

Public Weighers

William Braman Paul Greenough

G. Howard Reed Harold Whitney

Oliver W. LeBlanc, Jr. Robert Greenough

Barbara LeBlanc A. W. Davis

Carl W. Flint Arthur P. Genetti

Harold A. Merriam Alan C Wagner
Otis J. Reed Paul M. Wagner, Jr.

Counsel to the Board of Selectmen

John J.
Sheehan

Building Inspector Deputy Building Inspector

Albert E. Foster H. Stuart MacGregor

Archives Committee

Joyce C. Woodhead Term Expires I960

Walter Warren Custance Term Expires I96I

T. Frederick S. Kennedy Term Expires 1962

Town Report Committee

*E. Clayton Steeves Term Expires I960

Richard A. Bodge Term Expires I96I

Phillip C. Lende Term Expires 1962

**Louise M. Gardiner

Resigned ** Appointed to replace**

Personnel Board

Peter Gray Term Expires I960

Charles W. Whitehead Term Expires 1961

Clyde
J.
Home Term Expires 1962
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Industrial Development Committee

Stephen E. Lord Term Expires I960

Allen M. Christofferson Term Expires I960

Aubrey L. Beck Term Expires 1961

Richard ]. O'Neil Term Expires 1961

Paul H. Lesure Term Expires 1962

Frederick H. Bubier Term Expires 1962

Town Building Committee

Norman Mcintosh Term Expires I960

Robert B. Lortz Term Expires 1961

Kenneth E. Jewell Term Expires 1962

Lloyd W. Priest Term Expires 1963

Memorial Day Committee

Mrs. Nathan A. Roberts Term Expires I960

Paul K. Zimmer Term Expires I960

Theron A. Lowden Term Expires I960

William R. Horton Term Expires I960

Norman R. Gilbert Term Expires 1961

Carroll M. Feltus Term Expires 1961

Stanley A. Nedza Term Expires 1962

Mrs. Edmond
J.

McNiff Term Expires 1962
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REVBSED JURY LIST— 1959

Precinct I

Louis H. Vigliotti, 260 Great Road, pump man

Robert J.
Burnup, Pope Road, engineer

Richard S. Flint, II/2 Nagog Hill Road, chemist

Charles E. Gillespie, 4l6 Great Road, electrician

Frank G. Justice, 103 Great Road, poultryman

George L. Roche, 401 Main Street, instrument assembler

Harold A. Buxton, off Great Road, salesman

Robert F. Casey, Brabrook Road, consultant

Robert F. Driscoll, Taylor Road, contract maintenance

Dana B. Hinckley, 430 Main Street, design engineer

Raymond F. Letts, 35 Great Road, foreman

Carl A. Schontag, 700 Main Street, construction engineer

Precinct II

Warren Ames, Jr., High Street, vice president

George R. Cohoe, 95 River Street, retired

Frank A. Gillmore, 118 School Street, electronic technician

Raymond
J.

Rouillard, 16 Billing Street, maintenance

John R. Thim, Jr., Hosmer Street, sales engineer

Aubrey L. Beck, High Street, plant superintendent

William L. Chipman, 46 High Street, investments

Edwin H. Christofferson, 267 School Street, farmer

John J. Crighton, 43 Central Street, salesman

Clarence D. Files, 8 Sylvia Street, salesman

Howard F. Jones, 17 Central Street, estimator

Henry McLaren, 203 Main Street, civil engineer

Precinct III

Matthew D. Freeman, Prospect Street, plumber

Robert B. Lightbody, 3 Lillian Road, manager

William P. McDonald, 58 Seminole Road, engineer

Edward B. Apel, 80 Seminole Road, credit department

Robert M. Hayward, 44 Mohawk Drive, plant manager
Stanwood K. Bolton, Jr., off Elm Street, insurance adjuster

George Clahane, 412 Central Street, engineer

William R. Gothorpe, 274 Central Street, salesman

Robert
J.

High, 133 Willow Street, electric worker

Bruce B. Nesary, Elm Street, converter operator

Clarence M. Turner, 137 Willow Street, engineer

G. Calvert Wilson, 14 Nash Road, coordinator
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FEDERAL AND STATE OFFICIALS

President of the United States

Dwight David Eisenhower

Vice-President of the United States

Richard M. Nixon

United States Senators

Leverett Salton stall

John F. Kennedy

Representative in Congress

Edith Nourse Rogers— Fifth Congressional District

OfBcials of the Commonwealth

Governor Foster Furcolo

Lieutenant Governor Robert H. Murphy

Secretary Joseph D. Ward

Treasurer John F. Kennedy

Auditor Thomas
J.

Buckley

Attorney General Edward J.
McCormack, Jr.

Governor's Council Edward
J.

Cronin

Third District Watertown, Mass.

Senator William E. Hays

Fifth Middlesex District Waltham, Mass.

Representative in the Vernon R. Fletcher

General Court Chelmsford, Mass.

Eleventh Middlesex District





Name

Address

Town of Acton

CITIZEN'S ACTIVITY RECORD

Telephone—Home Business

Interested in

(Town Committee) 2.

Present Business Affiliation and Work

Business Experience

Education or Special Training

The filling out of this form in no way assures appointment. All

committee vacancies will be filled by citizens deemed most qualified

to ser\e in a particular capacit)-. (See reverse side list of committees.)

Amount of Time
Dates Available

TOWN OFFICES HELD
(in Acton or Elsewhere)

Date

Appointed
ruK.- i

Term^"^
1

Expired

1

1

1 :

For Additional — Use Reverse Side

Good Government Staris with You



TOWN OFFICES

To Which Regular Appointments Are

Town Building Committee

Personnel Board

Board of Registrars

Civil Defense

Board of Appeals

Memorial Day Committee

Recreation Committee

Finantc Committee

Town I-orest Committee

Archives Committee

Special Committees to Study Specific Problems

Industrial Development Committee

It would be most helpful if particular fields— such as finance, law,

engineering, etc., be emphasized on this form, so that the selections may
be made on the best evaluation of interests and special qualifications

possible.

REMARKS:

Mail to—
Secretary, Board of Selectmen
Acton

Massachusetts


