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REPORT.

The School Committee for the year ending March present

the following report :

—

The amount appropriated by the Town for schools at the

annual meeting in March, 1884, was $ 800.00

Amount received from Massachusetts School Fund, ....... 207.02

Dog Licenses, 84.84

Amount to be expended, $1,091.86

Paid teachers of Summer Schools, $520.00

Paid teachers of Winter Schools, 432.00

Paid for building fires, 23.00

Allowed for fuel, 81.00—81,056.00

Amount unexpended, ' $ 35.86

NORTH SCHOOL.

Summer Term—Teacher, Miss Jennie A. Brown.

Length of term in months, 5

Wages of teacher per month, .... $26

Whole number of pupils, 18

Average membership, 12

Average attendance, . 9

Number of pupils under five years of age, 1

Number over fifteen years of age, ... . . 0

Number between eight and fourteen years of age, 17

Winter Term—Teacher, Miss Jennie A. Brown.

Length of term in months, 3

Wages of teacher per month, $36
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Whole number of pupils, 1-5

Average membership, 12

Average attendance, 10

Number of pupils under live years of age, 0

Number of pupils over fifteen years of age, . . 1

Number between eight and fourteen years of age, ... 14

Present every day—Joseph Dane.

This school has for several years been in charge of Miss

Brown, and althongh the number of scliolars at the present

time is small, yet the progress made from term to term is quite

manifest, and there is no reason why the children should fail

of securing a good common school education under such a

thorough and competent teacher.

SOUTH SCHOOL.

Summer Term—Teacher, Miss Sarah R. Safford.

Length of term in months, 5

Wages of teacher per month,
^ $26

Whole number of pupils, 31

Average membership, ... 25

Average attendance, 22

Number of pupils under five years of age, 1

Number of pupils over fifteen years of age, 0

Number between eight and fourteen years of age, 20

Present every day—Mabel S. Rogers, Mabel F. Jevvett,

Nellie F. Hubbard, Roger S, Abbott, Fred. L. Jewett.

Winter Term—Teacher, Miss Sarah R. Safford.

Length of term in months, 3

Wages of teacher per month, .$36

Whole number of pupils , 23

Average membership, ... . . . .» , 22

Average attendance, 17

Number of pupils under five years of age, 0



Number over fifteen years of age, .... , 1

Number between eight and fourteen years of age, 15

Present every duy—Adah Porter, Wayne Abbott, Roger

Abbott, Fred. L. Jevvett.

Mi^s Safford during the two years past has gained the

good will of parents and scholars, and it is with extreme re-

gret that they learn that she cannot be induced to remain in

the school the coming year. During the two years not a

word of complaint has been heard by the Committee, and at

the closing examination all present were much pleased with

the exercises and good condition of the school.

A nnmber of the scholars had been present every day dur-

ing the Winter term, and at the close of the school were pre-

sented with several valuable books by the teacher.

EAST SCHOOL.

Summer Term—Teacher, Miss Carrie L. Lakeman.

Length of term in months, . ... 5

Wages of teacher per month, $'26

Whole number of pupils, 29

Average membership, 26

Average attendance 22

Number of pupils under five years of age, 1

Number over fifteen years of age, 0

Number between eight and fourteen years of aoje . . . ; 17

Winter Term—Teacher, Miss Carrie L. Lakeman.

Length of term in months, 3

Wages of teacher per month $36

Whole number of pupils, 31

Average membership, t 26

Average attendance, 22

Number of pupils under five years of age^ 0



JS'iimber over fifteen years of age,

Number between eight and fourteen years of age,

2

17

Til is school during the year has been in charge of Miss

Lakeman, a teacher of well known ability and experience, and

under her vigorous and pi ogressive administration has made
rapid progress. A large number of visitors were present at

the close, and were well pleased with the school. Very com-

mendatory remarks were made by the Committee and visit-

ors, and Miss L. must have been well pleased with the favor-

able result of her labors.

WEST SCHOOL.

Summer Term—Teacher, Miss Hattie P. Burbank.

Lenglh of term in months, .5

Wages of teacher per month, S2G

Whole number of pupils 35

Average membership, 28

Average atte; dance, 20

Number of pupils under five years of age, 1

Number over fifteen years of age, 2

Number between eight and fourteen years of age, ... 20

Winter Term—Teacher, Miss Alice M. Smith.

Length of te)-m iu months, . 3

Wanes of teacher, . $36

Whole number of pupils, , . .... 30

Average membership, •.. 27

Average attendance, . . 22

Number of pupils under five years of age, 0

Nuuiber over fifteen years of age, 2

Number between eight and fourteen years of age, 19

The summer term was taught by Miss Burbank, a graduate

of the Normal School, and a young lady of superior literary
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qiijilificatioiis, and possessing' a very kind and ainiahle dispo-

sition. A tirm advocate of moral smision at the commence-

ment of the term, but convinced before the close that to

spare the rod is to spoil the child."

The winter term, taught by Miss Smith, a teacher of eight

years' experience in her own town, and coming with the high-

est recommendations, proved satisfactory
; good order was

maintained, and excellent and thorough instruction given.

Since the last report was made, the children in the several

districts have come up to the school-house, day by day, for

thirty-two weeks. There they have found kind and faithful

teachers, who have labored hard to instil into the minds of

their scholars the rudiments of the various studies taught in

our schools, and who have from day to day watched the pro-

gress of each, as they advanced in their attainments.

For the most part good order has prevailed, and good in-

struction at all times has been given. The teachers have all

been young ladies of most exemplary character, and all the

young placed in their charge have had not only instruction in

the common school studies, but have been shown the impor-

tance of growing up honest and truthful, kind and respect-

ful, industrious and faithful, and thereby respect themselves

and be respected by all who may know them, and to so con-

duct themselves through life that the world may be better

for their having lived in it.

The latter part of the summer term a large number of the

children in the East and South Schools were subjected to

prolonged and annoying attacks of the whooping cough, which

interfered considerably with the general prosperity of the

schools.

There were very few absent at the close of the schools,

and perhaps none who could be present. The Committee

have endeavored to make the examinations pleasant for the
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scholars, so that none would stay away because they feared

that the Committee would give them puzzling examples and

mortify their feelings because they could not explain them.

We have advocated thorough work, rather than haste to see

how soon the book might be finished, knowing that a small

amount of knowledge that the child is certain of is far better

than a larger amount half understood.

The school houses are all in good condition, and for some

time will need but few repairs. Improvements made during

the past three years have proved very satisfactory to the

teachers and made the school rooms much more convenient.

We have endeavored to secure the best teachers possible,

and have consulted the best interest of the scholars, rather

than the recommendation of parties who might have some

friend or relative in want of a school.

The Committee have made an effort to secure home talent

as far as the interests of the schools would permit; but the

past year or two the supply of native teachers has been some-

what limited, as other towns have offered superior induce-

ments to some of our best teachers, and have secured them,

and we have been obliged to look to other towns for teachers

to take their places ; but thus far we have been quite fortu-

nate in securing some excellent and talented educators.

As the schools at the present time are all in good running

order, and school matters have moved along so smoothly,

there is reason to hope that the same good results may con-

tmue from year to year.

Previous to August 1st, 1884, parents were obliged to sup-

ply their children with school books, and if they were unable

to pay for them the town supplied the books. August 1

1884, an act, approved March 22, 1884, came in force, as

follows :—

An Act to provide for the furnishing of free text books and school

supplies to the pupils of the public schools.

Section 1. The School Committee of every city and town shall
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purchase, at the expense of such city or town, text books and other

school supplies used in the public schools ; and said text books and

supplies shall be loaned to the pupils of said public schools free of

charge, subject to such rules and regulations as to care and custody

as the School Committee may prescribe.

Sectio7i 2. Pupils supplied with textbooks at the time of tlie pas-

sage of this act shall not be supplied with similar books by the com-

mittee until nteded.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon the first day of August,

eighteen hundred and eighty-four.

At first the expense will be considerable, but after the

schools have all been supplied, the cost of books and sup-

plies from year to year will be comparatively light.

The fact that some parents do not fully realize how impor-

tant it is to have their children present in the school room

every day during the term, has so often been mentioned in

the school re{)()rts, that it may not be necessary to allude to

it at the present time. We fear that many parents depend

too much on the teacher to educate their children, therefore

neglecting home instruction thai ought to be given every day,

so that the children will realize that man}^ things may be

learned outside (rf the school-room. Parents should often

ascertain what progress the children are making in school,

and frequently aid and encourage theiu in their studies.

Trusting that our report may give a correct impression as

to the condition of our schools at the present time, w^e sub-

mit it to the public.

OTIS F. BK(/U X,

DR. S. E. THAYER,
JOS. P. LOVERING,

School

Committee.

Hamilton, March, 1885.




