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BOARD OF SELECTMEN ANNUAL REPORT FOR 19 84

January 3, 1984 was the first meeting of 1984 for Selectmen
Leon K. Purington, John K. Waters, Jr., and Chairman Charles F.
Butler with Marilyn Espindle as secretary.

Helen Boyles was appointed to serve as State Census
Supervisor for 1985. Dr. Richard Wright was appointed as
Coordinator for Chebacco Lake Diagnostic/Feasibility Study.

Dog hearings were on the Selectmen's agenda several times
during the year and were settled after hearings were held.
Frankie DeCoster, Jr. was named the New Building Inspector.
Selectman John K. Waters, Jr. resigned from the Board and moved
to Maryland. In May Leon K. Purington was named Chairman of the
Board.

Kate Wallace replaced Marilyn Espindle as secretary to the
Board of Selectmen for the summer. Evelyn Six was appointed as
Administrative Secretary on August 20, 1984.

Special Town Election was held to elect a new Selectman for
the vacancy on the Board. Mrs. Susan Wiltshire was elected and
the first woman to serve on the Board in Hamilton.

John Mason resigned from the Finance Committee. John
Serafini was named Chairman of the Finance Committee. The towns-
people voted for the town management study and Mass. Municipal
Association was selected to do the study. A new fire engine and
fire hose was purchased. A new police cruiser was purchased.
The much needed new copier in the Town Clerk's office was
purchased.

The new owner of the Coffee Table is Richard Audette. There
was a new owner of the Pizza House, which is now the Hamilton
House of Pizza. Ye Olde Yarn Shoppe is new and Dr. deHamer
opened her office this year.

An insured lease with the Rod and Gun Club was completed.
The library added a new wing and was completed, which gives much
better service to the children of Hamilton. Question of the
Beverly Times placing a newspaper dispensing box on Bay Road with-
out asking -- raised many inquiries.

The office of the Board of Selectmen, as Handicapped
Coordinator, appointed Mrs. Joanne H. Patton as their Handicapped
Coordinator

.

The assessed valuation for Hamilton was approved for $21.81.
The State and National Elections were held on November 6, 1984.
Dr. George Zimmerman was appointed to the Conservation
Commission.
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A report by Police Chief Poole stated that Hamilton had re-
ceived the Safe Place to Live Award. Walter Cullen was named
Inspector for the Police Department.

Continental Cablevision wired the Town and plan to have
cablevision operating in the Spring of 1985. New England
Telephone will install new equipment in the basement of Town Hall
to upgrade the Hamilton telephone service.

The yearly licenses were discussed and applications were
made and approved for 19 85. There were 12 Warrant Articles on
the Special Town Meeting November 29, 19 84.

The year was a very busy one and the time spent by the Board
and the Chairman on all the matters, and wide range of subjects,
shows that one has to be dedicated to be a Selectman, since finan
cial rewards are too minute to be considered.

The Board of Selectmen wish to express their appreciation to
the employees, the Boards, Commissions, and townspeople for their
dedication, work and cooperation in 19 84.

Respectfully submitted,

LEON K. PURINGTON, Chairman
Susan D. Wiltshire
Charles F. Butler

REPORT OF THE HAMILTON WENHAM REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

The 19 84-85 school year witnessed major changes in school
personnel and administration. The School Department hired a
Special Needs Consultant in January. Dr. Linda Warren of
Wheelock College assumed the responsibility of consultant to the
Hamilton-Wenham Regional School District as a Special Needs
Director. In her role as Consultant, Dr. Warren undertook a thor
ough revamping of the Special Needs Program in the System which
resulted in a new model for the delivery of services to the spe-
cial needs students. The retirement of Richard Snow, Middle
School Principal for over twenty- three years, leg the school
District into a search for a new Middle School Principal. That
search began in early spring and had over fifty candidates for
the position. As a result of a thorough investigation by a
screening committee, three finalists appeared before the School
Committee for a final interview. Mr. John Moore of the Old
Rochester School District was hired as the new Middle School
Principal. Mr. Moore assumed his responsibilities in July 1984.
In November he became ill and was forced to resign his position
as Principal. The retirement of Dick Snow should be well noted
in the archives in our Town Reports. Dick was a dedicated educa-
tor and gave very many years of service to the Hamilton-Wenham
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community, its children and its parents. His presence in the
School District will be greatly missed. Mr. Alan Myers,
Principal of the Cutler Elementary School, assumed the roll of
Assistant Superintendent of Schools in Middlebury, Vermont. Alan
was with the School District for over eight years and during his
tenure here contributed much to the School District. Mr. Myers'
departure left open the position of Elementary School Principal
at the Cutler School. In the spring of 19 84, a screening
committee of parents, teachers, and administrators was formed to
search for a new elementary principal. Once again, a screening
committee did a thorough search of a large field of candidates
and selected as a final candidate, Mrs. Janice Yelland, formerly
Wellesley's Curriculum Coordinator. Mrs. Yelland assumed the
role of Principal of the Cutler School during the summer of 1984.
Along with the retirement of Dick Snow from the Middle School,
Mr. Warren Hussey, the Assistant Principal at Buker Middle School
also retired at the end of the school year. Warren was formerly
the Principal at the Wenham Junior High. Like Mr. Snow his many
years of service and dedication is deeply appreciated by the
communities of Hamilton and Wenham.

September 1984 saw enrollments up at our elementary level
and it appears that the decline of student enrollment is leveling
off. A number of curriculum changes took place over the summer,
particularly in Elementary Science and Computers. A new Computer
Coordinator was hired for the Elementary Schools and a Library
Media Specialist was added to the Middle School. Both positions
are an attempt to strengthen the curriculum at both the elementa-
ry and middle school levels.

The bus transportation was computerized over the summer,
thanks to Mr. Edmund Dodge and Roberta Taylor. The streamlining
of our transportation system allows us to run a more efficient
and cost saving system. The School Committee also saw three new
members join its ranks. Elizabeth Stone, Elizabeth Hall, and
Barbara Elliott took the places of outgoing members, Katherine
Warden and Elizabeth Beckett. Both Mrs. Warden and Mrs. Beckett
gave many years of service as members of the School Committee and
their service and dedication is greatly appreciated. A third mem
ber of the School Committee, Mr. Gerald Davie resigned from the
Committee as a result of a change in career.

The School District undertook this year, as part of its goal
process, the continuation of its research and study into what con
stitutes an effective school system. All of our schools were in-
volved in a ^elf-assessment process to determine the
effectiveness of our educational programs. Handbooks were devel-
oped for the Elementary and Middle Schools, a Parent Advisory
Group was formed at the Buker School, and the High School began
its self-evaluation study. The year 1984 also saw the completion
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of the Essex students in our High School in grades 9-12.

Last May the Towns of Hamilton and Wenham had their Town
Meeting and voted in a substantial increase to the 19 84 school
budget. The support of the school budget by the communities is

essential if quality education within our school district is to
be maintained.

The Chairman of the School Committee and I wish to take this
opportunity to thank the parents, teachers, and administrators of
our communities for their support during the 1984 school year.

Respectfully submitted,

Patricia A. Alger, Superintendent of Schools
Thomas F. Connerty, Chairman of the School Committee

The complete text of the Hamilton-Wenham Regional School District
Report is on file and available during regular business hours at
the Hamilton Town Hall.

AGE OF ATTENDANCE

Pupils entering the kindergarten in September must have been
at least four years of age on January 1st preceding entrance in
September. Parents registering a child for kindergarten must
present to the principal the child's birth certificate, and a
statement from a doctor of the result of a physical examination
which was given during that current year of the registration.
The school holds a regular registration for kindergarten children
each spring. The school doctor will give physical examinations
in September to children who have not had a physical during the
current year.

NO SCHOOL SIGNAL

As a matter of policy, school will be in session whenever
possible. When weather conditions are questionable, parents are
urged to exercise their own judgment as to whether or not their
children attend school.
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If it seems inadvisable to have school sessions, the follow-
ing procedure for no school signals will be observed. Radio
Stations WBZ, WESX, WHDH, WRKO, and TV Stations, WBZ (Channel 4)
and WHDH (Channel 5) will be notified not later than 7:00 a.m. so
that notification may be broadcast by them between 7:15 and 7:30
a.m. At 7:00 a.m. the no school 22-22 will be sounded on the lo-
cal fire alarm.

VACCINATION

According to Legislative Acts of 1967, Chapter 590, each
child, unless otherwise exempted, to be admitted to school shall
present "a physician's" certificate that the child has been suc-
cessfully vaccinated against smallpox and immunized against diph-
theria, pertussis, tetanus, measles, and poliomyelitis and such
other communicable diseases, as may be specified from time to
time by the Department of Public Health.

NONDISCRIMINATORY POLICY UNDER TITLE IX
OF THE EDUCATION AMENDMENTS OF 19 72

AND CHAPTER 622, STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS

Federal law prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex in
educational programs or activities receiving Federal financial as-
sistance. In accord with the requirements of Title IX of the
Educational Amendments of 1972, as well as Chapter 622, State of

er, Massachusetts, the Hamil ton-Wenham Regional School District here-
by makes notice that it does not discriminate in any educational
programs or activities or in employment therein. Glenn Rogers,
Hamilton-Wenham Regional School District, 325 Bay Road, South
Hamilton, Massachusetts 01982 (Tel. 468-2312) has been designated
as the employee responsible for coordinating the Hamilton-Wenham

en Regional School District's efforts to implement the
nondiscriminatory policy.

REPORT OF THE NORTH SHORE REGIONAL VOCATIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

In the 12th year of operation, the Vocational School is func-
tioning well and this year had the State's highest placement rate
of graduates into employment.

The School Committee and administrators have major concerns
relative to declining enrollment, rising costs and future housing
for the school. It is expected that this year and next will be
crucial in resolving these concerns and in determining the future
for the school.
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ENROLLMENT

There are 11 students enrolled from Hamilton, the same num-
ber as last year. This attendance is roughly half the number of
Hamilton students who were afforded the advantages of vocational
education during each of the preceding ten years.

Total enrollment from the sixteen cities and towns in the
District was 438 students on October l r 1984. Since 1978 there
has been a decline in enrollment which averages about 6% per
year, a rate that exceeds the reduction in school-age population
within the District. The enrollment decline has not lowered the
school's fixed costs, but has rapidly escalated the cost per pu-
pil. The basic cause of this problem is seen to stem from declin
ing enrollment pressures in the sending schools where there is
reluctance to lose pupils to the Vocational School. The problem
is intensified for the three city members wherein the school sys-
tems continue to maintain local vocational schools of limited
scope

.

In efforts to reverse the enrollment trend, our school has
expanded from a three-year to a four-year curriculum, and has re-
doubled efforts in public relations and recruitment.

COST PER PUPIL

It is acknowledged that the school's cost per pupil is high.
There are a number of understandable reasons for higher costs in
this vocational setting, but most prominent and disturbing is the
effect of lowered enrollment. The school's facilities were de-
signed for more than double the present number of students.

Cutting costs by reducing the number of vocational programs
may be inadvisable for a number of reasons. For instance, each
of the 17 programs is well attended and it is the varied curric-
ulum which attracts students from the city schools with local vo-
cational programs.

HOUSING

The lease for the school's present quarters in the United
Shoe Machinery building in Beverly will expire in June 1986.
USM's future in Beverly is rumored to be tenuous, making any
lease extension only a temporary expedient. A permanent solution
to this problem must now be expeditiously pursued. The most at-
tractive alternative being studied is purchase of Higgins Junior
High and Vocational School in Peabody. Successful conclusion of
this acquisition would be contingent on obtaining adequate State
Aid, preparing a proposal attractive to the City of Peabody, read
mitting Peabody to the District, and obtaining approval by 2/3rd
of the members in the District.



Other more remote options entail acquiring land for new con-
struction, or purchase of the quarters in the USM building.

Senator Boverini, D-Lynn, has filed a bill in the
Legislature to provide a state grant for construction and land ac
quisition. It is expected that this action and others to follow
will define the extent of State funding for any acquisition of
property. This seems to be a prerequisite to any action by
District members.

Further details and statistics will be found in a report by
the school administrators which is on file in the Town Clerk's
office

.

Respectfully submitted,

John W. Mann
North Shore Regional Vocational
School District Committee

The complete text of the North Shore Regional Vocational School
District is available during regular business hours in the
Hamilton Town Hall.

I hereby submit my report as Treasurer/Collector for the
Town of Hamilton for the year ending December 31, 1984.

TREASURER/TAX COLLECTOR REPORT

Balance: Jan. 1, 1984
Receipts during 1984

$ 1,776,591.22
6,876,926.07

Total $ 8,653,517.29

Disbursements during 19 84 7,435,581.20

Balance: December 31, 1984 $ 1,217,936.09

See next page for complete breakdown of receipts.



TREASURER/TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT

RECEIPTS JANUARY - JUNE 1984 RECEIPTS JULY

\TEGORY YEAR TAX

IAL ESTATE TAX 1980 421.65

1981 7,213.99
1982 27,403.66
1983 37,438.11
1984 2,022,377.26
1985

lb Total 2,094,854.67

IRSONAL PROPERTY 1982
1983 398.43
1984 32,170.37
1985

jb Total 32,568.80

)TOR VEHICLE EXCISE 1980
1981 249.12
1982 46.78
1983 12,701.65
1984 148,957.98

ib Total 161 ,955.53

)REST PRODUCTS 1984

\TER RATES 71 ,562.83
\TER SERVICES 5,258.95
\J£R LIENS 1983 287.24

1984 348.62
1985 -

77,457.64

)AT TAX 1984 703.00

JNICIPAL LIEN CERT. 945.00

)TAL 2,368,484.64

INTEREST TOTAL TAX

143.58 565.23

1 ,165.54 8,379.53 2,52

5,331.82 32,735.48 5,56

3,438.40 40,876.51 8,81

4,418.20 2,026,795.46 126,24
-- — 2,058,58

14,497.54 2,109,352.21 2,201 ,73

2

398.43
13.83 32,184.20 10,50
— — 40,63'

13.83 32,582.63 51 ,15

5.44 254.56 V.

1.28 48.06 l;

123.65 12,825.30 4,46'

10.94 148,968.92 80,02:

141.31 162 , 096 . 84 84,52:

14:

71 ,562.83 72,12'

5,258.95 2,90(

287.24 12(

348.62 76'

— — 4,oi:

77,457.64 79, 91

:

703.00 3:

— 945.00 1 ,301

14,652.68 2,383,137.32 2,418,811



TREASURER/TAX COLLECTORS REPORT

- DECEMBER 1984 TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR CALENDAR YEAR 1984

INTEREST TOTAL TAX INTEREST TOTAL

421 .65 143.58 565.23
1 ,277.83 3,804.63 9,740.79 2,443.37 12,184.16
1 ,355.41 6,924.73 32,972.98 6,687.23 39,660.21
1 ,860.22 10,671 .02 46,248.91 5,298.62 51 ,547.53
6,153.76 132,403.46 2,148,626.96 10,571 .96 2,159,198.92

847.37 2,059,429.03 2,058,581 .66 847.37 2,059,429.03

11 ,494.59 2,213,232.87 4,296,592.95 25,992.1

3

4,322,585.08

2.05 22.40 20.35 2.05 22.40
398.43 398.43

2.32 10,504.39 42,672.44 16.15 42,688.59
40,630.37 40,630.37 40,630.37

4.37 51 ,157.16 83,721 .59 18.20 83,739.79

.16 9.86 9.70 .16 9.86

.12 13.68 262.68 5.56 268.24
17.65 64.43 1 .28 65.71

94.95 4,558.95 17,165.65 218.60 17,384.25
322.15 80,345.18 228,981 .01 333.09 229,314.10

417.38 84,945.32 246,483.47 558.69 247,042.16

143.11 143.11 143.11

72,121.18 143,684.01 143,684.01
2,900.00 8,158.95 8,1 58.95

-- 120.00 407.24 -- 407.24
764.29 1 ,112.91 1 ,112.91

4,012.50 4,01 2.50 4,012.50

79,917.97 157,375.61 1 57,375.61

33.00 736.00 736.00

1 ,305.00 2,250.00 2,250.00

11 ,916.34 2,430,734.43 4,787,302.73 26,569.02 4,813,871 .75
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INVESTMENT PROGRAM

Yield from investments of funds in custody of Town
Treasurer

.

Clark Property Funds
Money Market (Surplus cash)
Stabilization Fund
Cemetery Perpetual Care Prin.
Conservation Fund
Revenue Sharing Accounts

$ 29,719.85
36,356.35
24,036.15
13,050.69
3,929.47

3,735.86

$110,828.37

STABILIZATION FUND ACCOUNT

The balance of the Stabilization Fund Account as of December

I wish to publicly thank all the Town Hall Staff, as well as
the Regional School Administration for their cooperation and as-
sistance and look forward with confidence to the future.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert H. Brook
Treasurer/Collector

In case you haven't been aware of the activity that has tak-
en place during the past months in the rear of the Library, we an-
nounce the addition of a Children's Room. Moving the portable
classroom, a gift from the Town of Wenham, from the site of the
former Junior High to the Library was a project that was much
more difficult than first anticipated. However, when we took it
on, after serious consideration, we had faith in what we were do-
ing, and were determined to see it through. There were many dif-
ficulties, some anticipated and some not, but there was always
support and encouragement from many good people. We had a long-
standing need for a Children's Room and we saw a way of providing
one at minimal cost to the Town. At this writing the furnishing
of the room is underway. Book stacks are in place and the actual
moving of the books will take place in a few days. The room is
spacious and attractive for the children and, most importantly,
gives them their own area. The facility itself is soundly con-
structed, thanks to contractor Tim Hollander, owner of Craigston
Construction, and Clerk of the Works Gus Hoaglund. The space
gained will free up room in the main Library and allow us to ef-
fectively rearrange part of the collection. We are proud that we
have been able to accomplish all of this for one-fifth the cost
of new construction.

31, 1984 was: $331,995.09

REPORT OF THE LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
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While construction of the Children's Room was in process,
work of a different nature, but no less intense, was underway in
the Library, as Head Librarian Annette Janes led her staff
through the process of automating the collection. The task of
tagging and entering books on the main computer, in addition to
the normal work load, has been a long and tedious project and we
commend Annette and her staff. As a member of the Merrimac
Valley Library Consortium, the Library will be equipped to offer
extensive resources when the computer goes on line sometime this
summer

.

Trust funds established to honor individuals continue to ac-
crue interest and, in fact, have provided funds to assist in fur-
nishing the Children's Room. We are grateful to those patrons
who are assisting the Library through these commemorative trust
funds

.

We congratulate Friends of the Library President, Ginny
Seavey and her committee for a very successful year and thank
them for their commitment to the Children's Room Project. In
many ways they have shown that the Children's Room has been their
top priority and the new rug and other furnishings are evidence
of that commitment. The support of the Friends, in a major way,
assisted us in accomplishing the Children's Room Project.

We wish to acknowledge the efforts of Head Librarian Annette
Janes and commend her for her cooperation, enthusiasm, flexibil-
ity, and positive attitude, large amounts of which were necessary
to accomplish the major projects this year. Our thanks, also, to
all the members of the staff whose courtesy and assistance to the
public has gained for the Library an admirable reputation.

The accomplishments of the past year would not be possible
without the foresight, help and encouragement of the Board of
Selectmen and the Finance Committee. Their understanding and sup-
port of our efforts to develop the Library made our task not only
possible but enjoyable, and satisfying. Our thanks, also, to the
citizens of the Town for their vote of confidence demonstrated at
Town Meeting. All of us should enjoy the achievements of the
Library of the past year.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary L. Reinhalter, Chairman
Blanche M. Day
Ann St. Germain
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THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE HAMILTON PLANNING BOARD: 1984

Dan Casella presided over the Planning Board for the first
half of 1984, at which point the Chairmanship rotated to George
Cutler. Marjorie Hansen, a nine-year veteran of the Planning
Board, decided not to run again. Facing the world of planning
and development review without Marjorie will be tough; her sharp
mind and memory were a great resource. But we are comforted by
the arrival of Bob Houser, an experienced land use lawyer, elect-
ed to the Board in May. Candace Wheeler completed her fourth
year as Planning Coordinator, and Sylvia Palandro continues as
the minutes secretary.

In 19 84, the Planning Board endorsed 11 "Form A" Plans
(Plans showing lots with frontage on existing public ways). Of
these Form A's, one created a lot as a conservation gift, and
three were minor lot line adjustments. The remaining seven plans
created 15 lots intended as building lots, of which 3 were
"porkchop" lots (which allow reduced frontage in return for extra-
large acreage). As to "Form B" subdivision plans (plans which
create a new street to provide legal frontage for lots), in 19 84
the Planning Board signed: the Prospect St. Extension plan (3
lots), the Farrington Lane plan off Gardner St. (11 lots of which
one was porkchop), and a one-lot subdivision on the Bartlett prop-
erty off Essex Street. A preliminary plan was filed for a 6-lot
subdivision next to Farrington (Prides Park). The Board reviewed
sketches of three possible small subdivisions, two off Bay Road
and one off Woodbury Street, showing 11 lots. These tentative
sketches may evolve into specific plans in 19 85. Major construc-
tion activity has continued at the Paddock Heights subdivision;
many houses have been built, and much of the road and utility in-
stallation is complete. In contrast, it has been a quiet year
for the Woodland Meade subdivision, with several lots still un-
built. The Board decided not to reconsider the Sagamore Hill
Estates plan, pending resolution of a lawsuit involving the plan.
The Board also reviewed Site Plans for three proposals in the
downtown area: the Hungry Fox, Hansbury Co., and the new ERA
Realty Office on Bay Road.

In response to proposals by a citizen group, the Planning Board
held hearings on the concept of a cooperative elderly housing develc
ment, and will be considering creation of a special zone for such a
use at a somewhat higher density than currently available. The Boar
and the Planning Coordinator have been working hard at improving the

Subdivision Regulations. Two sets of revisions have been completed,
creating new administrative forms, as-built plan requirements,
approval procedures, updated road design and construction standards,
clarifications re: private ways, and a requirement that interior lot

access be feasible from the legal frontage of Form A lots.

The Board has collaborated with other Town Boards on several
projects and concerns. With Conservation Commission and Board of
Health, we met with Mark Bobrowski of Rural New England, Inc. to
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review possible groundwater protection methods, and develop bylaw
proposals. The Planning Board and Board of Public Works are de-
veloping guidelines for acceptance of streets by the Town. We
joined with the Building Inspector, Conservation Committee and
Board of Health in developing a new Building Permit form and re-
view process; building permits are circulated to all these Boards
so the applicant can be informed at the start of all the approv-
als needed. (Fewer unpleasant surprises! ) We have provided in-
formation for the Housing Authority, the School Board, and the
Selectmen. In joint session, the Planning Board, and Board of
Appeals worked on zoning articles, including accessory apartments
zoning. Several Boards also met to consider coordinated action
on several fronts to ensure adequate water supply.

Given the strong revival of development activity in our re-
gion, the Planning Board foresees steady development pressure on
Hamilton. Therefore, the Board has initiated a selective update
of the 19 65 Master Plan. We hope the Town will support this
effort.

Many thanks to all the other Town Departments for their coop-
eration in 1984!

Respectfully submitted,

George Cutler, Chairman
Candace Wheeler, Planning Coordinator

ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

The past year has been a full one for the Zoning Board of
Appeals. In addition to rendering decisions on 27 petitions, the
Board was involved in a variety of policy discussions with other Tow
Boards

.

In an effort to best service the residents of Hamilton, the ZBA
has been reviewing it's practices and procedures. The result of thi
review is a new method of filing the Board's decisions with the Town
Clerk. The new form allows decisions to be filed much quicker than
did the former filing method used.
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A debt of gratitude goes to Associate Member, Joseph Princi,
his research work which led to this format change.

Respectfully submitted,

Mark Whitmore, Chairman
Robert Pelletier
John Lutz
Joseph Princi
Robert Woodbury

During the month of January, the Board licensed a new food
service establishment, the Fox 1 N Fern Restaurant. Later in the
month Martin Fair was appointed Health Agent for the Board.

Ronald Stelline was nominated for Animal Inspector and hired
by the Board during the month of February. He was subsequently
appointed by the Director of the Massachusetts Division of Animal
Health. During the year he conducted inspections of all known
premises where horses or livestock are kept. Barn Inspection
Books as required by the State were completed and sent to the
Division of Animal Health.

Preliminary subdivision plans for Farrington Lane and
Prides' Park were approved by the Board as was the Definitive
Plan for Farrington Lane.

A warrant Article to secure funding for a Household
Hazardous Waste Collection Day was presented by the Board of
Health and supported by the League of Women Voters and numerous
Town Boards at the May Town Meeting. Although the Article was de-
feated we will attempt to secure funding for this worthwhile pro-
gram in 1985.

During May, Walter Me iba urn's term as Chairman ended and
William Tanzer was elected Chairman.

In October, Walter Meibaum III resigned from the Board. We
thank Walter for chairing the Board through difficult times and
for his efforts on behalf of the Public Health.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH - 1984

Health Agent:
Secretary:
Inspector of Animals:
Animal Inspector for Dogs:
Plumbing Inspector:

Board of Health: William Tanzer, Chairman
Janet Cox
Michael Edwards, M.D.
Martin Fair, R.S., C.H.O.
Doris Nason
Ronald Stelline
Pamela Doughty
William Thomas
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We were very pleased when Dr. Michael Edwards volunteered
and was appointed to fill the remainder of the unexpired term cre-
ated by Walter's resignation.

After receiving a citizens' request that the Board order the
Essex County Mosquito Control Project to discontinue the use of
ultra-low volume Malathion spraying, the Board held a special
meeting on July 5th to assess the efficacy and health risks of
this method of mosquito control. The public health and nuisance
factors of mosquito populations and mosquito control methods were
recognized to be a regional issue and concern. A resolution in
the form of a motion was passed to assemble a committee of region-
al health board members, scientists, politicians, Pesticide Board
Staff, and concerned citizens to recommend alternative methods of
Mosquito Control.

Due to a backlog of state- required inspections, the Board re-
quested from the Finance Committee additional funds for increased
health agent time. A warrant Article authorizing funds for one
day per week of additional inspections was approved at the
Special Town Meeting in November. Services were contracted with
Turner Laboratory Consultants who commenced routine sanitary in-
spections of food service establishments and retail markets.

Applications were filed with the Department of Environmental
Quality Engineering for a Determination of Suitability and Land
Application of Septage Permit in order to officially commence the
Land Application Pilot Program. At the time of writing approval
is pending.

The Board of Health continues to work with the Bay Area
Visiting Nurse Association and Mental Health Center of Greater
Cape Ann to provide public health nursing and mental health
services.

During the year the Board issued the following licenses and
permits

:

Disposal Works Construction (New) 37
Disposal Works Construction (Repair) 22
Disposal Works Construction (Renew) 2

Food Service Establishments 22
Temporary Food Service 6

Retail Sales Registration 3

Milk & Cream Sales 5

Disposal Works Installers Permit 23
Septage Pumpers 7

Portable Toilets 6
Well (New and Repair) 8

Keeping of Animals 13
Subdivision (Preliminary) 2

Subdivision (Definitive) 1

Total Permits Issued: 157
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Total fees collected were $5,445.00; these monies were
turned into the Town Treasurer and receipts were received for
same.

We thank the Town Board and Employees for their support and
cooperation during the year.

Respectfully submitted,

William Tanzer, Chairman
Janet Cox
Michael Edwards, M.D.

REPORT OP THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

The past year we have seen several personnel changes within
the department. Twelve-year veteran Sgt. Mark Chagnon left for
the private sector, causing the promotion of Jonathan Janes to
the rank of Sergeant. The position of Inspector was filled by
Officer Walter Cullen, and the position of Reserve to Regular
full time patrolman went to Scott Janes.

Added to our equipment was an I.B.M. Personal Computer.
After a few months of getting our feet wet with this equipment we
will be able to keep our records more accurate, along with budget-
ary information, which will allow us to have a more professional
appearance both in operation and information. I am very pleased
with the help of several residents along with the Board of
Selectmen, past and present, which has allowed us to get started
in this area and also try to keep abreast of our needs.

This coming year I hope to see the much needed improvement
of the Bay Road Railroad Crossing, along with the implementation
of the sidewalk program and updating the street lighting.

It is also time to replace our ambulance. I'm hoping to
get approval this year to replace our ten- year old ambulance. It
will take approximately nine months after we get approval before
we get it on line.

Our education programs are continuing with Paul Grant com-
pleting the F.B.I. Firearms Training Academy held at Camp Curtis
in Wakefield, and newly appointed patrolman Scott Janes who grad-
uated from the Massachusetts State Police Training Academy in
Framingham. Firearms, In-Service Training, E.M.T. requirements
were also completed. It is hoped that in the coming year that



17

most of the department will be able to attend at least one week
of specialized training.

In closing a thanks to the Board of Selectmen, Town
Departments, and other Town Employees for their assistance duri
the year. A special thanks to Jean Manthorn who served this
Department for over twenty years of dedicated service. Also a
special thanks to the officers of the Police Department -

Regular, Reserve and Auxiliary, whose professionalism has made
our department one that I am proud of.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert W. Poole
Chief of Police

January 1, 1984 to December 31, 1984

Arrests 176
Protective Custody 134
O.U.I.L. 62
Warrants 59
M/V Non-Criminal 68
Disorderly 8

Possession Controlled Substance 8

Uttering False Prescription 2

Breaking and Entering 16
Receiving Stolen Property 6

Possession of Dangerous Weapon 1

Malicious Damage 6

Trespassing 4

Minor with Possession of Alcohol 7

Minor Transporting Alcohol 5

Open Container Alcohol 5

Driving While Drinking 6

Operating After Suspension License Revocation 9

Leaving Scene of Accident 4

Operating to Endanger 3

Total Motor Vehicle Citations Issued 645
Written Warnings 110
Alarms Answered 218
Buildings Found Open 195
Ambular ce Runs 169
Accident Reports Filed M/V 190
Accidents Investigated M/V 69
Major Complaints Investigated 106
Vandalism Complaints Investigated 51
Missing Persons Reported 9

Vehicles Reported Stolen 5
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Unclassified Public Service
Requests for House Checks
Bicycles Reported Stolen
House Breaks Investigated
Larceny From a Building
Larceny From a Motor Vehicle
Larceny From Private Property

388
475
18
34
11
7

12

REPORT OF THE AUXILIARY POLICE DEPARTMENT

I herewith submit my report as Liaison Officer to the
Auxiliary Police Department for 1984.

The Auxiliary volunteered an average of 112 hours a month
during 1984.

Three (3) members were promoted from Auxiliary to Reserve
Patrolman.

Three (3) members resigned and two of them are now serving
on other Departments, both in and out of the State. There was
one new appointment to the Auxiliary in 19 84. The membership has
dropped from 20 in January 19 84 to 15 in December 19 84. We ex-
pect to increase membership during 19 85.

On many occasions, the Auxiliary was asked to supplement the
Department by filling in on paid details in and out of Town.

The record of "assists" in 1984 is as follows:

LOCAL OUT OF TOWN

Ambulance runs
Accidents
Protective Custody
Arrests
Fire Traffic
Disturbances
Aircraft Search

13
9

26
23
5

2

4

1

3

1

The summary of activities is as follows:

DUTY DESCRIPTION MANHOUR TOTAL

Cruiser Duty
EMT Training
Department & Disaster Training
Mass. Criminal Training
First Responders Training
Out-of-Town Search
Range Qualification
Memorial Day

761.0
297.0
17.5
80.5
28.0
4.0

27.0
33.0



19

Community Benefits
Halloween
Auxiliary Administration

66.0
22.0
12.0

Total 1348.0

A special thanks to Captain Edward (Duke) Seaver for the
many hours of service he has given to the Auxiliary.

Respectfully submitted,

Sergeant Jonathan E. Janes

HAMILTON-WENHAM EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION CENTER ANNUAL REPORT

The year 1984 was a transition year for the Hamil ton-Wenham
Emergency Center. Supervisor Regina Manthorn retired after twen-
ty-four years of service to the Towns. She will be remembered
not only for the many years of dedication, but also as the dis-
patcher who manned the radios for the opening shift back in May
of 1960. Another change was the resignation of Edmund deLacy.
Ed always did an excellent job for us and we wish him well in his
new career as an FAA air traffic controller.

We also made changes in equipment in 19 84. Our recording de-
vice, which was unreliable, was replaced by a new and very up-to-
date Dictaphone recording system. One piece of equipment allows
for the immediate playback of a telephone transmission, while the
other is for long-term needs such as evidence for court cases.
The new Burroughs computer went on line during the month of
February. This replaced the old teletype and has cut the time
for a record check from around four minutes to a matter of sec-
onds. In that few seconds, we are receiving information from
State PolicE, Registry of Motor Vehicles, and the National Crime
Information Center in Washington, D.C. All full-time dispatchers
were trained at State Police Headquarters, and in turn instructed
those dispatchers who were unable to attend due to class
limitations.

At present, we are rearranging the existing equipment for
the most efficient management of the Communications Center. Also
looking to the future, a second complete station is being imple-
mented. Currently, a second dispatcher is called in during emer-
gency situations, but as the demands of the job increase, the
need for the second dispatcher becomes more frequent.

Our 911 lines continue to be a valuable asset to our oper-
ation. The vast majority of true emergencies are called in on
these lines. Because they are emergency lines, they are

)
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answered on a priority basis. To provide the quickest response,
the residents are asked to refrain from dialing 911 for general
information or non-emergency calls. The dispatchers are more
than willing to assist with directions or informational questions
requested on the business line of 468-4421. Your co-operation in
this matter is appreciated.

Thank you to the Town Employees for their continued co-
operation, to the citizens for their support and assistance, and
a very special thank you to the dispatchers for their dedication,
making my first year as Chief Dispatcher a pleasant one.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne Marie Cullen
Chief Dispatcher

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF ASSESSORS

The Hamilton tax rate for fiscal year 1985 increased from
$21.60 to $21.81 per thousand valuation. Total taxable valuation
for fiscal year 1985 is $203,212,806. as compared to
$199,285,337. for fiscal year 1984. The net amount to be raised
by taxation advanced from $4,304,563. in fiscal 1984 to be
$4,432,708. for fiscal 1985.

The triennial updating of real and personal property as re-
quired by the Department of Revenue will be conducted during
1985. The new values will be listed on the fiscal 1986 tax
bills.

The Board, in closing, would like to express our appreci-
ation to all employees of the Town Hall and members of Town
Government for their help and co-operation during the year.
A very special thanks to Phyllis Carr for her dedication and effi-
ciency in accomplishing the many duties required by the Assessors
and the Department of Revenue.

Respectfully submitted,

James J. Waters, Chairman
Cornelius J. Murray, Jr.
Elizabeth M. Newborg
Board of Assessors
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ESSEX COUNTY MOSQUITO CONTROL PROJECT - 1984 ANNUAL REPORT

As we enter fiscal 1985 as of 1 July 1984, we find we are
still level funded as we were back in 1979. We are trying to op-
erate efficiently with an Annual of $349,000.00, exactly what we
had back six years ago.

It is certainly not necessary for us to tell anyone that the
cost of things back six years ago prevail today, far from it.
Prices for everything has drastically increased while our operat-
ing budget has remained at the 19 79 rate.

We don't believe realistic people think we can accomplish
more or even as much with less. We are fortunate to be able to
operate one of our two ditching machines. We cannot hire badly
needed help and have been forced to reduce our Summer employee
hours, and have not been able to put on any additional Summer
employees

.

During the height of the salt marsh mosquito infestation
back in July/August this year, our spraying operations to control
the serious adult mosquito populations came to an abrupt end and
did not resume to any degree for the remaining of the 19 84 Summer
season.

This was brought about by the wrong "Vendor's Code" number
being used, and the fact that there simply was no money to make a
purchase of Malathion since the Annual State Budget was late in
being passed, and too small of an allotment.

Reasonable, sensible funding for our Project, which is try-
ing to render a service to a total of twenty- two (22) Communities
throughout Essex County, there is not much chance of an increase
in service to any single municipality, and if we remain level
funded for another year with spiraling costs for everything, and
continued restrictive regulations and bureaucracy, we seriously
hesitate to think of the consequences and overall effect it will
have on our operations.

In any event, we shall endeavor to assist our supportive com-
munities any way we possibly can. Our situation is a serious one
requiring understanding and support from all of the communities
we service.

Respectfully submitted,

Norman R. Dobson
Superintendent
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HAMILTON SPRAY DAYS:

MAY 25
JUNE 4, 15, 22
JULY 13, 20

LARVOIDING - 47 ACRES
UPLAND - 75 FEET
MAINTENANCE OF STREAMS & BROOKS - 3,525 FEET

TOTAL REGIONAL EFFORTS;
UPLAND - 5,6 63 FEET
OPEN MARSH WATER MANAGEMENT - 8,148 CU. FT.
MAINTENANCE - 24,9 28 FEET
BRUSHING - 4,821 FEET
LARVOIDING - 1,19 6 ACRES

REPORT OF THE RECREATION DEPARTMENT

The established purpose of the Recreation Commission is to
guide and assist our Recreation Director in the coordination and
structuring of the various recreational activities in the Town.
Programs are run in a most efficient manner, aided by capable vol

unteers and often in cooperation with the Town of Wenham.

In the winter months, gymnastics, floor hockey, evening and
afternoon basketball kept the children busy, while co-ed volley-
ball, men's basketball, duplicate bridge, and badminton were
among the many programs aimed at the adults. Programs such as
aerobics, men and women's exercise fitness programs, and
weightl if ting were extremely well received. The winter vacation
periods were filled with activities for children of all ages.

Our traditional FRIDAY NIGHT MOVIES continues to be an at-
traction for the younger generation. We wish to thank Community
Service for their cooperation in running this popular weekend
function

.

Spring offerings included girls' softball and Babe Ruth base
ball, along with the traditional Little League Program. For a
fee of $7.00 per child, the summer park program included swimminc
lessons and playground activities. Twelve handicapped children
attended the summer park program and were integrated into the rec

ular activities, including properly supervised swimming
instruction

.

The men's softball league, comprised of fifteen teams, pro-
vided an interesting summer of exercise and competition for our
young (and sometimes not-so-young!) adults. Other summer
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activities included the July Fourth picnic and high school boys'
and girls' basketball programs.

The fifth annual golf tournament was held through the gener-
osity of the Myopia Hunt Club. Other fall activities include
men's flag football, youth soccer, and the newly organized Cape
Ann League youth football— including cheerleading . All were pop-
ular activities, both for the participants and the spectators!
The Physical Fitness Trail has been used by both young and old
alike on the 4/5 mile exercise facility.

Our Director continues to work very closely with the local
schools in an effort to provide maximum utilization of equipment
and facilities. The old Jr. High School, now the Fairhaven
School, continues to be used for our indoor programs. Newly lo-
cated at the High School, are the beginnings of a fully equipped
physical fitness center for use by Hamilton and Wenham residents.

For residents use, are three sets of weights, cardiovascular
stationary bicycles and the new leg development machine. Further
plans include a Nautilus machine.

The Recreation Commission extends an invitation to all inter-
ested citizens to attend our monthly meetings. We also wish to
thank the many dedicated volunteers who have contributed their
time and effort this year.

Respectfully submitted,

Rachael D. Pearlstein, Chairperson
Kristi Ciampi
William Burridge
Russell Copeland, Jr.
Robert Bonazoli
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REPORT OF WEIGHTS & MEASURES

I herewith submit my report as Sealer of Weights &

Measures for the year ending December 31, 1984.

Scales Adjusted Sealed Not Sealed Condemne
100-1,000 lbs. 4 7

10-100 lbs. 2 21 1

Less 10 lbs. 0 3

Weights
Avoirdupois 11
Metric 25
Apothecary 26

Meters
Gasoline 2 24 1

Vehicle Tanks 7 1

Totals 8 124 2 1

Inspections

:

Bottled Gas House Delivery 1

Metered Fuel Oil House Delivery 18
Clinical Thermometer 26
Scales 2

Gasoline Pumps 2

Totals 49

Reweighing & Package marking on food for sale: 165

Respectfully submitted

George W. Dixon
Sealer

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS

The Board of Public Works herein submit their Annual Report
for the year ending December 31, 1984:

In the area of highways, the normal spring maintenance work
of sweeping, cleaning and repairing catch basins, patching and
mowing road sides was performed. In addition, 3,265 tons of hot-
top was used in repairing Essex Street, Bridge Street, Highland
Street, Gregory Island Road, Lake Shore Avenue and Linden Street,
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and a program utilizing crack sealing process for road repairs
was applied on various streets throughout Town.

Winter maintenance of snow plowing, sanding, snow removal
and sidewalk plowing was carried out.

The Town pumped 333,802,988 gallons of water during the year
1984. Town water main was extended 580 feet on Gregory Island
Road. An extensive water leakage detection program was performed
by an independent water testing firm. All leaks located as a re-
sult of this program were repaired. On December 31, 1984 there
were 2,225 active water services in Hamilton.

The following work was performed on the water system during
the year:

New water services installed 29
Cellar valves replaced 13
Hydrants repaired 6
Meters rebuilt 2

Outside meter readers installed 84

Water samples were collected and tested in compliance with
regulations of the Massachusetts Department of Public Health.
Chemical, fluoride and bacterial analyses were performed in accor
dance with State requirements.

The study for additional sources for municipal water as au-
thorized at the 1980 Town Meeting, continued to be conducted by
an independent engineering firm.

The care and maintenance of the parks in Hamilton, and
ground surrounding the Town Library were carried out. The Park
Department performed all grounds work as well as winter snow plow
ing and removal, at the Cutler, Winthrop and former Jr. High
Schools in compliance with the agreement between this Board and
the Hamil ton-Wenham Regional School District.

The Town's recreation program was conducted as usual under
the supervision of the Recreation Director. Specifics of this
program are detailed in the Report of the Recreation Department
elsewhere in this annual report.

The tree spraying program was carried out in its usual man-
ner. Diseased elm trees and other dead trees were cut down and
chipped. Our tree planting program was performed in all parts of
Town.

The wood distribution program, which was begun in 19 79 was
continued. To date, 209 loads of firewood have been delivered to
residents

.
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The usual work in the area of Insect & Pest Control was car-
ried out by the Essex County Mosquito Control Board.

The regular work at the Town Cemetery was performed as
follows

:

Single endowed graves sold 9

Four lot endowed graves sold 4

Eight lot endowed graves sold
Perpetual care deposits 23
Internments 42
Foundations 26

In sanitation, the regular collection of rubbish and garbage
throughout Town was carried out by a private contractor and taken
out of Town.

We, as your Public Works Department, want to thank the Town
Accountant, Selectmen, Finance Committee, Town Clerk, Police
Department, and all other departments and citizens who have
helped us during the year.

Respectfully submitted,

Walter H. Leszczynski, Chairman
George H. Ricker
Leonard C. Broughton
Board of Public Works

REPORT OF THE YOUTH COMMISSION - 1984

This year marks the 15th year of Community Service of the
Youth Commission. Founded to develop dialogue and programs for
youth during a drug prone era in the late 1960's, the Youth
Commission has expanded its vision in recent years by funding a
variety of projects for young children, older youth, and their
parents

.

This year the Commission provided improved sound equipment
for the Friday Night Film series at the Community House and ath-
letic equipment for the physical fitness program at the
Hamil ton-Wenham High School and continued previous successful pro
jects at Halloween, Christmas and spring vacation. The
Commission continued to support the Wednesday evening Parent
Support Group, which meets at the Community House. The Job
Opportunity Program was terminated due to a lack of student inter
est in part-time jobs. We thank retiring members Barb Rigol and
Myra Goldman for their years of faithful service and welcome
Barbara Hagan, Ed Brennen and Jim LeBlanc to membership on the
Commission.
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We note our gratitude for the vital support of Rich Vitale
and Marie Saunders in carrying out the projects supported by the
Commission.

Respectfully submitted,

J.W. Haas, Jr., Chairman
Weston Burner
Fr. Thomas Dwyer
Barbara Hagan
James Sullivan
John Waitt
Ed Brennen
Jerould Schrock
Jim LeBlanc

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE HAMILTON FIRE DEPARTMENT

As of January 1, 19 85, the Fire Department has a compliment
of 31 men. A Chief, two Assistant Chiefs, one Deputy Chief, one
Captain, one First Lieutenant, one Second Lieutenant, and 24
Firefighters

.

The equipment at this time consists of Engine 501, a 1965
Mack 1000 g.p.m. pumper, Engine 503 a 1975 Howe 1250 g.p.m. pump-
er, Engine 502 a 1947 Seagrave 750 g.p.m. pumper, Ladder 504 a
1982 International chassis, with a refurbished 1947 body, and the
Squad truck 505 a 1969 Chevrolet 3/4 ton truck.

At the last Town Meeting, the purchase of a replacement for
the aging 19 47 Seagrave was voted by the townspeople and at this
time is in the process of being manufactured, the tentative deliv
ery date is the end of May.

This year was a relatively slow one in the number of alarms
transmitted. There was a total of 151 alarms with 34 still
alarms, and 24 false alarms. The Department also answered 8 mutu
al aid calls, 2 to Beverly, 1 to Peabody, 1 to Salem, 1 to
Gloucester, 2 to Wenham, and 1 to Ipswich.

In addition, there were 906 training hours logged.

We would like to thank the Emergency Center people for their
help, patience, and understanding, the Public Works Department,
and all other departments in the Town for their cooperation and
help.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert A. McRae , Chief
Robert H. Chittick, Assistant Chief
Henry Stelline, Assistant Chief
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METROPOLITAN AREA PLANNING COUNCIL (MAPC) ANNUAL REPORT

Hamilton is a member of the Metropolitan Area Planning
Council (MAPC), comprising 101 communities in the Metropolitan
Boston Area. The MAPC makes regional plans and policies and pro-
vides technical assistance to member communities. In 1984,
Hamilton's MAPC membership assessment at 17.3 cents per capita,
was $1,203.

Hamilton benefited from the following regional plans, pol-
icies, or programs: The Overall Economic Development Program, and
the Transportation Improvement Program (required to maintain el-
igibility for federal funds in these areas). Zoning reviews and
comments (to assist communities to identify and modify develop-
ment projects to minimize adverse impacts and to promote cost ef-
fectiveness), census data forecasts and analyses, land use maps
and tables, showing changes since 19 71, legislative monitoring
and analyses of proposed legislation are among the other services
the MAPC provides to Hamilton. Several workshops covering econom
ic development, street standards, and local zoning issues were al
so held during the year, and a public outreach program, which
alerted travelers to the reconstruction of the Southeast
Expressway, was instituted during 19 84. Publications which ben-
efit Hamilton include the Massachusetts Small Cities Program
Handbook and the Community Profiles Series , a reference guide
for each of the 101 MAPC communities.

It has been my pleasure to serve as the Town's representa-
tive to the MAPC.

Respectfully submitted,

Helen R. Boyles
Town Clerk

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK

I hereby submit the Report of the Town Clerk of Hamilton for
the calendar year 19 84. Following the enumeration of the mar-
riage licenses, births and deaths recorded in 1984 are the number
of fish and game licenses and dog licenses issued. Reports of
the Special Town Election held September 11, 19 84, the State
Primary, September 18, 1984, the State Election November 6, 1984
and the Special Town Meeting held November 29, 1984 are also
included.
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Again this year I wish to express my sincere appreciation
for the support and assistance I have received in the past year
from the Town Hall Staff and all elected and appointed officials
and the Townspeople. The election workers did an outstanding job
and the cooperation from the School Department and Cafeteria
Staff made the election process a pleasant experience. Robin
Rhoades performed yeoman's service in the office.

Marriage Licenses Issued

Residents (One or both parties from Hamilton) 43
Non-Residents 14

Total 57

Births Reported

Male 50
Female 42

Total 92

Deaths Recorded

Residents 35
Non-Residents 0

Total 35

Fish & Game Licenses Issued

Fishing & Hunting 181
Trapping 0

Archery Stamps 8

Massachusetts Water Fowl Stamps 69

Total 258

Dog Licenses Issued

Male 183
Female 19
Spayed Female 19 3

Kennel 14

Total 409

Respectfully submitted,

Helen R. Boyles
Town Clerk
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SPECIAL TOWN ELECTION FOR SELECTMEN
HELD TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 1984

AT THE
WINTHROP SCHOOL

The polls were opened at 7:00 A.M. by the Town Clerk.
Results of balloting are as follows:

Selectmen - To fill an unexpired term*

Prec. 1 Prec. 2 Total

Robert C. Hagopian 116 90 206
Marjorie K. Hansen 65 145 210
Walter E. Meibaum 22 23 45
Susan D. Wiltshire 217 302 519
Blanks 2 2 4

Total 422 562 984

expires: Annual Town Election 1986. Polls were closed by
at 8:00 P.M. with the count completed at 8:30 P. M.

ATTEST:

Helen R. Boyles
Town Clerk

REPORT OF THE STATE PRIMARY
HELD SEPTEMBER 18, 1984

At the close of registration on August 21, 1984 there were 4,071 reg
tered voters, as follows:

Prec. 1 Prec. 2 Total

Democratic 342 343 685
Republican 431 590 1,021
Unenrolled 1,073 1,292 2,365

Total 1,846 2,225 4,071

The polls were opened at seven o'clock (7 A.M.) by Town Clerk, Helen
R. Boyles.
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A total of 1513 votes were cast as follows:

Prec. 1 Prec. 2 Total

Democratic 210 219 429
Republican 424 660 1,084

Total 634 879 1,513

DEMOCRATIC VOTE

Prec. 1 Prec. 2 Total

SENATOR IN CONGRESS
David M. Bartley
Michael Joseph Connolly
John F. Kerry
James M. Shannon
Blanks

REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS
Nicholas Mavroules
Blanks

COUNCILLOR
John F. Markey
J. Leo McCarthy
Blanks

SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT
William B. Squillace
Blanks

REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT
Blanks
All Others

REGISTER OF PROBATE
John F. Burke
Timothy P. Driscoll
Blanks

COUNTY COMMISSIONER
Katherine M. Donovan
Terrance M. Breen
J. Christopher Callahan
Louis A. Cersosimo
Donald B. Cook
Frank A. Costanzo
William J. Deveau
John F. McCarthy, Jr.
Jean Joseph Michaud
John V. O'Brien
Blanks

8 9 17
16 11 27
99 85 184
84 111 195
3 3 6

163 165 328
47 54 101

108 118 226
64 55 119
38 46 84

144 124 268
66 95 161

207 218 42513 4

92 93 185
77 70 147
41 56 97

77 67 144
10 15 25
58 58 116
15 16 31
32 25 57
17 6 23
6 2 8

24 18 42
9 11 20

72 67 139
100 153 253
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TREASURER
Katherine O'Leary 148 131 279
Blanks 62 88 150

REPUBLICAN VOTE

SENATOR IN CONGRESS
Elliott L. Richardson
Raymond Shamie
Blanks

REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS
Frederick S. Leber
Blanks

176
246

2

320
340

0

496
586

2

305
119

445
215

750
334

COUNCILLOR
All Other
Blanks

SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT
Robert C. Buell
Blanks

REEPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT
Forrester A. "Tim" Clark, Jr.
Gilbert E. Guerin
Blanks

REGISTER OF PROBATE
Blanks

COUNTY COMMISSIONER
Everett C. Hudson
All Other
Blanks

TREASURER
All Other
Blanks

0 11
424 659 1083

348 517 865
76 143 219

357 574 931
54 68 122
13 18 31

424 660 1084

279 419 698
0 2 2

569 899 1468

0 2 2

424 658 1082

The polls were closed at eight o'clock (8 P.M.).. The count was coi

plete at 9:50 P.M.

A True Copy, ATTEST:

Helen R. Boyles, Town Clerk
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REPORT OF STATE ELECTION
HELD NOVEMBER 6, 19 84

At the close of registration October 9, 1984 there were 4,488 regis-
tered voters:

Precinct 1

Precinct 2

Total

1,986
2,502

4,488

The polls were opened at seven o'clock a.m. by Town Clerk Helen R.

Boyles

.

A total of 3790 votes were cast as follows:

Precinct 1

Precinct 2

Total

1,576
2,214

3, 79 0

Prec. 1 Prec. 2 Total

ELECTORS OF PRESIDENT AND
VICE PRESIDENT

Mondale and Ferraro
Reagan and Bush
Serrette and Ross
Blanks

SENATOR IN CONGRESS
John F. Kerry
Raymond Shamie
Blanks

531
1,039

3

3

597
964
15

654
1,547

8

5

784
1,410

20

1,185
2,586

11
8

1,381
2,374

35

REPRESENTATIVE IN CONGRESS
Nicholas Mavroules
Frederick S. Leber
Donald F. Batchelder
Blanks

857
615
46
58

1,092
974
64
84

1,949
1,589

110
142

COUNCILLOR
John F. Markey
Blanks

SENATOR IN GENERAL COURT
Robert C. Buell
William B. Squillace
Blanks

977
599

1,152
344
80

1,327
887

1,624
445
145

2,304
1,486

2,776
789
225
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REPRESENTATIVE IN GENERAL COURT
Forrester A. "Tim" Clark, Jr.
All Other
Blanks

REGISTER OF PROBATE
John C. Burke
All Others
Blanks

COUNTY COMMISSIONER (two)
Katherine M. Donovan
Terrence M. Breen
Everett C. Hudson
Blanks

1,314 1,838 3,15
3 3

259 373 63

1,011 1,361 2,37
1 0

565 852 1,41

699 912 1,61
338 403 74

858 1,311 2,16
1,257 1,802 3,05

TREASURER
Katherine O'Leary
Blanks

The polls were closed at eight
10:35 p.m. The results of the
November 6, 19 84.

ATTEST;

1,036 1,386 2,42
540 828 1,36

o'clock p.m. and count completed a

balloting were announced at 11:30

Helen R. Boyles, Town Clerk

REPORT OF THE
SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

Held November 29, 1984 at the Hamilton-Wenham Regional High Schoc
Auditorium. There were 243 voters present.

Tellers: Robert Bade, Cornelius Watson, Anthony Maderia, Susanna
McLaughlin.

The meeting was opened at 8:10 pm. by Moderator Howard C.K. Spear

ARTICLE 1 CONSTRUCTION AND EQUIPMENT COSTS - HAMILTON PUBLIC
LIBRARY.

Moved by Mary Reinhalter, duly seconded, that the Tc

transfer $8,000 from available funds to pay for
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additional construction costs and for the purchase of
equipment for the children's room at the Hamilton Public
Library.

Voice Vote: Carried.

********

ARTICLE 2 PAINTING STREET LINES.

Moved by Leonard Broughton, duly seconded, that the Town
transfer $4,700 from available funds for painting of
street lines.

Voice Vote: Carried.

********

ARTICLE 3 PURCHASE OF COMPRESSOR.

Moved by Walter Leszczynski, duly seconded, that the Town
transfer $7,975 from unexpended and unencumbered funds ap
propriated under Article 34 of the Warrant of the 1984
Annual Town Meeting to purchase a compressor for use by
the Department of Public Works.

Voice Vote: Carried.

********
ARTICLE 4 REFITTING REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE OF WELLS.

Moved by Walter Leszczynski, duly seconded, that the Town
transfer $10,617 for the refitting, repair, and mainten-
ance of the Idlewood and Caisson Wells, that amount to
comprise a transfer of $2,593 from available funds and a
transfer of $8,025 from unexpended and unencumbered funds
appropriated under Article 34 of the Warrant of the 1984
Annual Town Meeting.

Voice Vote: Carried.

********
ARTICLE 5 RECISSION OF PRIOR VOTE. INTERIM SEPTAGE HANDLING

FACILITY.

Moved by John Serafini that the Town rescind and revoke
the vote under Article 9 of the Warrant of the Annual
Town Meeting held May 12, 1980 which authorized the
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appropriation and borrowing of $39,000 for planning, d

sign, construction and operation of an interim septage
handling facility.

Voice Vote: Unanimous.

********
ARTICLE 6 POLICE INSPECTOR.

Moved by Leon Purington, duly seconded, that the Town
transfer from available funds $2,736 to fund the posit
of police inspector retroactive to July 30, 1984.

Voice Vote: Carried.

********
ARTICLE 7 HEALTH AGENT.

Moved by William Tanzer, duly seconded, that the Town
transfer from available funds $4,000 to provide additi
al services of a Health Agent.

Voice Vote: Carried.

********
ARTICLE 8 CONVEYANCE OF LAND.

Moved by Susan Wiltshire, duly seconded, that the Tovi

convey to Peter and Janet Riggs as tenants by the enti
ty for minimum consideration of $1,458 and on such oth
terms and conditions as the Selectmen shall determine
parcel of land on Lincoln Avenue, abutting 30 Lincoln
Avenue, measuring approximately 30' x 30' as describee
a deed and plan on file with the Town Clerk.

Voice Vote: Unanimous.

********
ARTICLE 9 TELEPHONE COMPANY EASEMENT.

Moved by Charles Butler, duly seconded, that the Town
grant to New England Telephone Company on such terms e

conditions as the Selectmen shall determine and for mi

imum consideration of $7,000 an easement of space in t

basement of the Town Hall of Electronic Telephone swit
ing equipment.

Standing Vote: Yes - 168; No - 74.
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Carried by 2/3rds.

********
ARTICLE 10 EMERGENCY CENTER-CHIEF DISPATCHER.

Moved by John Serafini, duly seconded, that the Town
transfer $650 from available funds to fund the position
of Chief Dispatcher at the Emergency Report Center retro-
active to July l r 1984.

Voice Vote: Carried.

********

ARTICLE 11 SPECIAL NEEDS TUITIONS AND EXPENSES.

Moved by Esther Herdeg, duly seconded, that the Town
transfer $45,569 from available funds as Hamilton's share
of the cost of funding unexpected additional special
needs tuitions, and expenses related to special needs
students

.

Voice Vote: Carried.

********
ARTICLE 12 REPAIRS TO TOWN HALL.

Moved by Susan Wiltshire, duly seconded, that the Town
transfer $12,943 from available funds for repairs to the
Town Hall.

Voice Vote: Carried.

********
Meeting adjourned: 9:35 p.m.

ATTEST;

Helen R. Boyles, Town Clerk
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The Building Permit Application was revised early in 1984 with
an in-put from the Board of Health - Martin Fair, Planning Board -

Candace Wheeler, Conservation Commission - Doris Nason, for their ap-
proval on the Building Permit Application before a Building Permit is
issued. Our new system is working successfully and I wish to express
my appreciation for their kind co-operation and assistance through
this past year.

A special thanks to the Town Clerk - Helen Boyles and Robin
Rhoades for all their daily assistance and support and that of all
the other Town Departments and Officials.

It is a pleasure serving the Town of Hamilton as Building
Inspector

.

Respectfully submitted,

Frankie E. DeCoster, Jr.
Building Inspector

ANNUAL REPORT OF GREATER CAPE ANN HUMAN SERVICES, INC.

The following is the completed tax allocation request and sup-
porting information from Cape Ann Human Services, Inc. for the 12-
month period commencing July 1, 1985 and ending June 30, 1986. The
Corporation's 1984 Annual Report will be submitted separately.

Mental illness marches on, and combatants of this largely "invis
ible illness" remain beleaguered. Federal level policy which ulti-
mately decides which of mankind's miseries deserve care and treatment
continues to pay scant attention to this struggle. That is clearly
reflected in the inadequate and regressive financial resources which
have been graphically documented this past year with regard to the
plight of our chronically mentally ill citizens who have been de-
prived of disability assistance.

Recent National Institute of Mental Health figures reveal that
while 20%, or almost 29 million, of our nation's people are in need
of some mental health assistance, only one-fifth of those affected
will seek professional help. It is now recognized that most mentally
ill people can live in their home communities provided they have ac-
cess to a range of life support, health, rehabilitation and mental
health treatment services. Yet, many of the chronically disabled
who, by the very nature of their illness, are vulnerable and depen-
dent, live on the margin of our society and are shuffled into inad-
equate shelter arrangements and largely rejected by their neighbors.
Their appearance and behavior, their life histories and poverty evoke
deep-seated fears that are unfounded by fact. Less than one percent
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of mentally ill individuals are "dangerous"—most are pathetically
withdrawn and isolated. The tragic fire in Beverly last July 4 whi
claimed 15 lives, several of whom were mentally ill, underscored th

very problem in our own area.

Suicide rates among people 15-24 years of age have risen to ep
idemic proportions, rising 300% in 30 years. Suicide is the leadin
cause of death among young people. Nationwide this year 400,000
young people will attempt suicide and 5,000 will succeed. We at th

Mental Health Center have seen a dramatic rise in this problem.

The emergence of a population of young adult psychiatric pa-
tients who have spent little time in mental hospitals as a result o

"deinstitutionalization," presents persistent and future problems t

communities, caregivers in mental health and other systems. This
group consists of people between 18 and 35 years of age who are psy
chiatrically and socially impaired and so seriously ill that they a

continual and recurrent clients of mental health systems for years.
It is noteworthy that 21% of our patient population suffers from ma
jor and chronic mental illness.

It is within this atmosphere of escalating mental health prob-
lems that for the fourteenth year we come to our local communities
request continued financial support for our services. As you know,
Proposition 2 1/2 dramatically eliminated or reduced our services.
We are still recovering and attempting to rebuild what was lost. W
need your continued support, which ultimately translates into fulfi
ment of your obligation to the citizens in your community. Recent
search into the trends of psychiatric services reveals that the
mental health system in the U.S. is undergoing marked "pr ivatizatio
-meaning that there is a growth in the private for-profit providers
in contrast to public-supported services. Findings suggest that
while services provided under public auspices are not less costly
than those in the private sector, private facilities are more likel
to screen out non-paying patients, devote fewer staff resources to
tient care, and offer fewer services to community-wide benefits. T

bottom line is that the shift from public to private provision of m
tal health care raises important questions about insuring adequate
cess to care and maintaining needed services.

At our local level, over 2,000 hours of direct patient service
were "non-billable " this year, which means services provided with n

form of reimbursement. How is this possible—who pays? Well, some
of the services are paid for by the State, but mostly the costs are
covered by the individual city and town tax allocation assessments.
Perhaps it is time to review the method by which community dollars
are spent.

First, it is important to point out that the Mental Health
Center is the only public licensed mental health facility providing
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comprehensive outpatient psychiatric services to the residents of
Cape Ann, regardless of their ability to pay. Thus, the monies are
used to offset the overall administrative and direct care costs en-
tailed in providing the services. For example, if an individual has
no means to pay for services, the services are rendered on a reduced,
sliding fee scale, to include no fee at all if the family's financial
situation so indicates. In contract, with the proliferation of pri-
vate proprietary mental health practitioners, many individuals will
be seen until their insurance is exhausted and will then be terminat-
ed because of their inability to pay. Eventually, many of these fam-
ilies enter our system.

The majority of mental health service expenditures is funded by
means other than our community appropriations through grants, insur-
ance, Medicaid and fees. For example, community appropriations in

1983 represented 4.7% of our total support. Yet, it is these monies
that are crucial to our existence, for they pay for the administra-
tive and direct care clinical costs not provided for by any other
means. State contracts that provide for specific services do not al-
low for the cost of rent, overhead, prevention, consultation or educa
tion services. Salaries for non-grant mental health professionals
paid by the Corporation are not covered either. Thus, the community
appropriations are used to cover these costs in part and to expand
services for which no other form of reimbursement exists. These c

tributions are based on a formula which insures that no community
shall pay for any more or less than those services actually received
by its residents during the preceding year. If a community fails to
accept its assigned responsibility, services are compromised, reduced
or eliminated for all our communities.

Our operational budget for F.Y. 1985-1986 will be $285,252.00.
The total cost to the eight communities will be $70,752.00. The dif-
ference between the total budget and community allocations will be ob
tained through patient fees, Medicaid payments, third-party
insurance, and service contracts. This operational budget does not
include the salaries of professional personnel, psychiatrists, psy-
chologists, psychiatric social workers, and the psychiatric nurse?
who are paid directly by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts'
Department of Mental Health.

In Hamilton, we are requesting $5,020 for the 12-month period
July 1, 1985 through June 30, 1986. This amount is $40 more than
last year and is based on Hamilton's utilization of services durinq
F.Y. 1983-1984. An analysis of services rendered reveals that
Hamilton represents 6.6% of our total population, and that Hamilton
residents received 6.9% of the services. Hamilton is requested to
pay 6.9% of the community request. For the reporting period there
were 16 separate Hamilton families seen. Sixty-Two percent of the
cases were for problems associated with females, and 38% for males.
Moreover, there were 1,146 hours :>f service rendered in the provision
of diagnostic, individual, family, consultative, psychopharma-
cological and emergency psychiatric services. Since 1979, the
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Mental Health Center has provided two staff members to see Hamiltor
families two evenings a week at a local school facility. This
on-site service affords professional counseling services to those v

might find it difficult traveling to Gloucester.

If you would deem it helpful, we would be happy for you to set

ule a time for our Board of Directors and administrative staff to
meet with your representatives in order to provide you with any fui

ther information. We would also like to extend an invitation for
]

to visit the Center in order to better acquaint yourselves with oui

facility. We wish to express our appreciation to the Town of
Hamilton for its past support for our services and respectfully re-

quest that you approve the entire amount for the 12-month period
ahead.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert W. Markham, III
President, Board of Directors

Tad Troy, L.I.C.S.W.
Administrative Director

ANNUAL REPORT OF HAMILTON-WENHAM REGIONAL CABLE TV COMMITTEE

On March 6, 1984 a Provisional license was issued to
Continental Cablevision, Inc. of Boston by the Board of Selectmen,
their roles as Issuing Authorities. On July 10, 1984, Continental
presented documented, satisfactory evidence of compliance with the
terms of the provisional license and, accordingly, was granted a
Final fifteen-year license — opening the way to actual system
installation.

During the summer, engineering representatives of Continental,
New England Telephone and Mass. Electric physically walked all the
Town's streets and ways determining physical changes needed to perr
placement of the coaxial cable lines and other electronic hardware,
By late September utility changes were being made and Continental 1

gan installation of the cable system. Physical construction is set

uled to be complete by late January 1985. Certain testing and
electronic line-up procedures will continue for two to four weeks t

terward. Actual customer sales efforts will start in late January,
along with actual customer connections, and will continue until all

sections of Hamilton and Wenham are covered by late March.

For the statistically minded, the completed system will consis
of 83 miles of above-ground construction and two miles of
underground. There will actually be 133 miles of coaxial cables wil

296 pole mounted electronic amplifying devices along the way. The
total cost to build the system— including the installations at
customers homes—will be approximately 1.8 million dollar. The
system will transmit 60 TV type channels from the head-end
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(in Beverly) and 4 channels back to the Head-end. There will also be

an independent system of 36 channels -- in each direction -- between
all our public buildings and schools. This Institutional System
will pay a major role in education and Town Government operations in
the years ahead. An early application could be a computerized energy
control system which is already giving other communities large
savings for fuel and electricity.

Our regional system will also have a very important feature
which will permit the broadcasting (both picture and sound) of emer-
gency alerts— for example, a severe thunderstorm warning—on all char
nels from our Emergency Center.

In the intervening period, since the final license process be-
gan, the Cable TV Advisory Committee— in additional to monitoring the
procedures and the actual construction—has been searching for a lo-
cal studio site. Unfortunately, suitable—available— space has not
been uncovered. However, the Committee is currently reviewing the
planned building expansion program at Gordon College which appears tc

offer excellent potential. In addition, drafts of local access reg-
ulations and a proposal for a permanent Cable Advisory Committee are
in process. Plans are also being worked out to present a familiarize
tion program to all the various local organizations, Town Boards,
Groups, Committees, etc. to begin to develop an awareness of the
great potential and impact of locally originated TV programming.

Although greatly improved picture and sound quality and recep-
tion, plus a veritable cornucopia of channel choices are available
with cable TV, the real significance lies in the opportunity to have
truly local use and control of our Hamilton & Wenham TV access chan-
nels. We, the Committee, after the past two years of close associ-
ation with cable television communications, are convinced that we al]
can share in this unique opportunity to learn to develop the true po-
tential of TV to enhance our daily lives. How to begin to make use
of the potential inherent in local origination is, we feel, the crit-
ical issue facing not only the Committee, but all the Towns* cit-
izens. We most certainly welcome assistance and ideas from all.

Respectfully submitted,

Hamilton-Wenham Regional Cable TV
Advisory Committee:

Robert G. Porter, Chairman
Walker B. Comegys (Resigned 19 84)
Norman R. Durkee
Morgan Jennings (Resigned 1984)
Leigh Keyser
Edward N. McMillan (Resigned 198'-

)

Glenn R. Rogers
Barbara Scaletti
Ernest F. Stacey
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1984 ANNUAL REPORT - CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1984 was an extremely productive year for the Conservation
Commission. Under the new regulations, the Commission made ninetee
Determinations of Applicability and wrote nineteen Notices of Inten
The Commission also issued ten Certificates of Compliance. This re
resents an increase of 85% over last year in the number of applica-
tions processed. Much of this increase is due to large tracts of
land which have been made available for development.

Recognizing the effects of growth on the community, the
Commission has spent time identifying important areas of open space
as to their desirability as recreational areas and most importantly
as sites that act as recharge areas for the town water supply. Tow:

Meeting approved a Warrant Article granting $28,422.58, the total a
cumulated interest on the proceeds of the sale of Brackenside, to tl

Conservation Fund. In 1985, with a total of $71,963.26 in the fund
the Commission would like to acquire acquifer areas, scenic open
spaces, conservation land, or development rights to appropriate par
eels that might otherwise be threatened by development.

The Commission has also endorsed the concept of a household ha:

ardous waste collection day. It recognizes that small, seemingly ii

significant discharges of toxic waste have a cumulative effect on
degrading the environment. The Commission will also work on problei
associated with old, inground storage tanks that might degrade the
acquifer s of the town.

In the near future, the Commission will publish an information;
brochure which will explain the values and importance of wetland pn
tection. This brochure will outline procedures to be followed by m
idents who contemplate doing work in or near wetland areas.

The Commission wishes to thank Kalil Boghdan who resigned in
October 1984, for his faithful service while on the Commission. We
welcome our newest member, George Zimmerman.

Respectfully submitted,

Walter Tompkins, Chairman
Alan Cate
Janet Cox
David Thompson
Peter Twining
Winifred Whitman
George Zimmerman
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I

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ANIMAL INSPECTOR - 1984

During 1984, the Animal Inspector visited 66 animal keeping loca-
tions in Hamilton. All locations were found to be adequate and in

good repair. All animals seemed in good condition.

A report was filed with the State Department of Agriculture,
Division of Animal Health in September, as a means of census of domes-
tic livestock in this State.

The Town of Hamilton reported:

327 Horses
31 Ponies
13 Beef Cattle
8 Goats
2 Sheep
5 Swine
2 Dairy Bulls

Poultry and rabbits are also inspected and licensed. Presently
no known rabbit populations are kept in Hamilton.

We feel strongly that this census is less than accurate and sev-
eral unknown locations are still unrecorded. We encourage the public
to come forward and be counted so a proper census can be maintained.
It is essential to count all forms and numbers of livestock to give
proper credit to agriculture in our State.

Six related complaints were answered by the Animal Inspector and
two special inspections were made to residents interested in housing
animals

.

An Animal Inspector Seminar was attended by the Animal Inspector
sponsored by Plymouth County Extension Service in Hanson,
Massachusetts. Relative subjects were discussed.

Respectfully submitted,

Ronald Stelline
Inspector of Animals
Board of Health

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ELECTRICAL INSPECTOR - 1984

I herewith submit my report as Electrical Inspector for the year
January 1, 1984 through December 31, 1984.
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A total of 246 permits were issued for the following
installations

:

Dwellings - new construction 30
Commercial Buildings 4

Additions 31
Remodels and Rewiring 19
New services 42
Oil burners 12
Gas burners 20
Swimming pools 18
Electric Hot Water Heaters 33
Security systems 20
Additional outlets 8

Miscellaneous 9

Advisory calls 310

Total monies received for permits issued: $13,340.00

Respectfully submitted,

Ronald Koning
Electrical Inspector

HAMILTON HOUSING AUTHORITY - ANNUAL REPORT - 1984

The Hamilton Housing Authority located at 129 Railroad Avenue i

ministers forty units of low income Elderly Housing and provides cor

prehensive support services to its tenants. Daily meals are provide
to elderly citizens of the Town and are served at the luncheon hall
at 129 Railroad Avenue.

The Tenants Organization has had a successful year and, as usu-

al, the Christmas Fair was one of the highlights.

The Authority accepted, with regret, the resignation of Jackie
Timbie, the E.O.C.D. State Appointee. Jane McWane was welcomed as
her replacement on June 25, 1984. The present Board Members are:
Rita Purington, James Campbell, Kevin Ryan, William Brady and Jane
McWane. Our Executive Director is Nancy E. Carter.

This year the HHA received a grant of $120,000 to replace the <

isting septic system; applied for and received three 707 Rental
Subsidy certificates; obtained land for the construction of 705
Family Housing; applied for funds for 667, 705, and 689 Housing; an<

applied for $137,000 in modernization funding.
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The Authority wishes to thank the voters and officials of the
Town of Hamilton for their help and cooperation.
Respectfully submitted,

Rita E. Purington, Chairman

1984 ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE HAMILTON-WENHAM ARTS COUNCIL

The Hamilton-Wenham Arts Council, now totaling twelve members,
six from each town, awarded a total of $3,375.00 to grants recipients
in 19 84. Among these were three grants to the Hamilton Public
Library for a Family Folktale Festival, a mystery series, and a
Children's Museum pass. The Wenham Public Library received two
grants, for a Science Museum pass, and the repair of an Audubon folio
print. Awarded single grants were: the Wenham Historical Association
and Museum (a part-time director for the educational program)

;

Community Services (purchase of a microphone and amplification sys-
tem); the Children's After-School Program (exhibit of children's
art); Pingree School (a concert by Sinfonie-by-the-Sea ) ; and Jeanne
Jennings and Francis Fitch (a two-harpsichord recital).

These grants have made possible a variety of arts experiences
for many age groups and audiences. We hope to fund many new and dif-
ferent projects in 1985, as well as sponsor our own arts-related
activities

.

Respectfully submitted,

Carol Dane, Hamilton Co-Chairman
Hugh Collins, Wenham Co-Chairman

1984 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN

1984 has been a year of major accomplishment for the Hamilton
Library and its staff. We began the long task of automating our col-
lection by inputting our holdings as part of the Merrimac Valley
Library Consortium, and we added a Children's Room to our Library giv
ing us some much needed space. We now have a full time Children's
Librarian to staff the room. Nancy Day was appointed to this post in
June. These two major projects, automating and adding a new room si-
multaneously, have made for a hectic, but rewarding year.

Our Library added 1,783 new hooks and 102 new records and cas-
settes. We circulated 53,768 items and answered innumerable refer-
ence questions. Our total holdings at present is 36,360 books,
records, and cassettes. In addition to this, we subscribe to 98 peri
odicals. 1,101 children enjoyed our story hours, movies, summer
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reading club, and classes. Close to 300 people attended our variou
lectures and seminars. The monthly meeting of the Reader's Club,
sponsored by the Friends of the Hamilton Library, always draws an e

thusiastic crowd.

We appreciate sincerely all the work our Friends of the Librar
did this year. Their efforts to raise funds for the Children's Rooi

rug, furniture, and shelving proved very successful. All of these
volunteers, headed by President Virginia Seavey, and including Jean
Chiary, Nancy Monaco, Marilyn Drost, Doris Brown, Sharon Dahn, Beat
Saggerer, Betty Spiewak, Betty Hall, Jim and Phyllis Hompe. Don and
Anne Conwell, Betty Carlson, Marguerite Kent, Virginia Love and man
others worked untold hours on book, plant and bake sales and other
fund-raising events.

Gus Hoaglund was our clerk-of-the-works for the Children's Rooi

addition and we are very grateful for his good advice and help. Ve
much appreciated too, was the help we received from our Selectman
Leon Purington and his friend Mr. Jones. They tore down an existin
wall in the Children's Room to make some much needed space for she!
ing and saved our Town several hundred dollars.

Our Library received grants from the Hamilton-Wenham Arts
Council for a Meet Your Mystery Writers Seminar, A Family Folktale
Festival , and funds to purchase and make available to the public, a

pass to the Children's Museum .

The Library Staff, including Diana Ward, Priscilla Johnson, Je
Buckley, Nancy Day and Lynn Sawyer have worked "double duty" all ye.

inputting our collection and they are to be commended for their dil
igence and enthusiasm for this most important but difficult project
A volunteer, Dorothea Francescan, has been very helpful too.

The Trustees of the Hamilton Library, Chairman Mary Reinhalter
Ann St. Germain and Blanche Day, have given unstintingly of their
time and wise council. Their far-seeing efforts have resulted in o

much needed addition.

We appreciate the support of our esteemed Town Officials and t

public. Our continuing goal is to give to all, the best possible 1

brary and information service.

Respectfully submitted,

Annette V. Janes, Librarian
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1984 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL DEFENSE
EMERGENCY SERVICE

Over the past years, we have been able to build one of the fin-
est Civil Defense organizations in the area. This progress did not
come easily and much of the work was accomplished by the support of
Town Government and by the present and past members of the Emergency
Service who were unpaid, but willing to donate their time and effort
to this goal.

In the past seven years as Director, I have seen this Department
respond to all kinds of emergencies from fires, to train, plane and
car accidents, to winter storms and missing person searches — not to
mention the preparation, planning, training, and operational re-
sponses to day-to-day situations.

Every year we are called on more and more to respond to emergen-
cies, and I feel this year will be no exception.

In closing, I would like to state that I am proud to be part of
this Organization as its Director, and express my sincere thanks to
the men of the Emergency Service, and to the continued cooperation
and support of the other Public Safety Departments of the Town of
Hamilton.

Respectfully submitted,

Walter D. Cullen, Director








