
Boating Infrastructure Grant Program 
Personnel:  

 Stephanie Cunningham, Regional Planner III, Federal Assistance and Grants 

 Thomas Beaulieu, Program Coordinator II, Clean Vessel Act Program 

 Eileen Feeney, Program Coordinator II. Habitat Project 

Overview: 

The Massachusetts Boating Infrastructure Grant (BIG) Program, begun in 
2001, is a two – tiered federal grant program, directed through the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and administered by MarineFisheries.  The BIG 
Program is paid for by money from the Sport Fish Restoration Fund which in 
turn is funded by a small percentage of the Federal Gasoline Tax – an amount 
which represents fuel purchased by boaters across the nation.  BIG is 
designed to provide grants to upgrade or install facilities for transient 
recreational boats 26 feet or more in length at public or partnered private 
facilities.   

Tier I grants are limited to about $100,000 per year per state with the 
advantage of using a more streamlined state approval process.  The 
Massachusetts Program has attempted to fund as many qualified projects as 
possible each year under Tier I.  Since 2001 the BIG Program has granted 
awards for 13 projects in 11 different communities totaling $741,816.  
Awards averaged $57,063 per project.  
 
Proposed projects filed under Tier II can be much larger in scope than those 
in Tier I.  Unlike Tier I, Tier II proposals are judged in a nationally 
competitive process based on a strict point system.  Massachusetts has not yet 
had a successful Tier II project.   
 
Both grant Tiers are reimbursement grants, meaning that payments are made 
upon the submission of invoices for work accomplished.  Selected applicants 
provide at least a 25% match for Federal funds received.  All payments are 
based on 75% reimbursement of invoices from work completed.  The federal 
regulation on BIG can be viewed in its entirety at the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
(USFWS) Website:  http://federalasst.fws.gov/Big/big.html  under the 
heading, “Boating Infrastructure Grant Program Final Rule – PDF  

Projects to Date: 

 
MASSACHUSETTS BOATING INFRASTRUCTURE GRANT PROJECT 

SUMMARY 

YEAR PROJECT AWARD 
% 

COMPLETE 

2001 

NANTUCKET TRANSIENT BOATER RESTROOMS              
Town Pier 

$90,412.75 100% 

TISBURY TRANSIENT DOCKAGE & DINGHY DOCK           
Lake Tashmoo 

$52,000.00 100% 

2002 
WELLFLEET TRANSIENT DOCKAGE                            
Town Pier 

$62,625.00 100% 



CHATHAM TRANSIENT MOORINGS & NAV AIDS              
Stage Harbor 

$15,000.00 100% 

2003 

CHATHAM TRANSIENT BOATER RESTROOMS               
Stage Harbor 

$69,000.00 100% 

BEVERLY TRANSIENT MOORINGS                                    
Great Misery Island 

$17,394.00 100% 

2004 

BOSTON HARBOR ISLANDS TRANSIENT MOORINGS       
Long Island 

$25,000.00 100% 
BOSTON HARBOR ISLANDS TRANSIENT MOORINGS       
Peddocks Island 

OWEN PARK TRANSIENT DOCKAGE                                   
Vineyard Harbor 

$53,752.00 100% 

2005 

PROVINCETOWN TRANSIENT COURTESY FLOAT            
MacMillan Pier 

$60,000.00 100% 

NANTUCKET TRANSIENT BOATER NAV AIDS          
Nantucket Harbor 

$19,382.25 100% 
NANTUCKET HARBOR TRANSIENT BOATER NAV AIDS    
Madaket Harbor 

2007 

NEW BEDFORD TRANSIENT NAV AIDS & MOORINGS   
New Bedford Harbor 

$95,000.00 100% 
NEW BEDFORD TRANSIENT DINGHY DOCK                   
New Bedford Harbor 

2009 
SCITUATE MARINE CENTER TRANSIENT ACCESS           
Scituate Harbor 

$90,000.00 100% 

2011 
WESSAGUSSET YC TRANSIENT DOCKAGE                       
Fore River, Weymouth 

$92,250.00 15% 

 
 

Boating Infrastructure Grant Activities 

 

Open Grants 

Y-3-D-1 – New Bedford Transient Boater Access Project 

 In 2007 The New Bedford Harbor Commission was awarded a $95,000 
Boating Infrastructure Grant to increase and improve existing transient 
boater access to the City of New Bedford and it’s many historic, cultural, 
recreational and scenic attractions.  The project, completed this year, 
includes a combination of dingy docks, gangways, floats, and landings at 
four different locations throughout the harbor – Coast Guard Park, Ishmael’s 
Landing, Tonnessen Park, and Pope’s Island.  A multifaceted project – it also 
includes channel markers, environmentally friendly helix anchor systems, 
and moorings for transient boater use.  The grant funds covered about 2/3rds 
of the total project cost.   
 
On October 18, 2011, Lt. Governor Timothy Murray helped celebrate the 
completion of the project with a press event at the Coast Guard Park transient 
tie-up docks conveniently located in downtown New Bedford.  The facility is 
located adjacent to the historic sailing vessel, the Ernastina.  The Lt. 
Governor thanked the Division of Marine Fisheries and our partners in 
completing such a worthwhile boating access project.  

 
 



 
Y-5-D-1 – Scituate Marine Park Transient Boater Access Project 
 
Scituate Marine Park Transient Access Project is well on the way to 
increasing transient boater berthing and access to Boston Harbor’s natural, 
historic and scenic attractions at a newly designed multi-use boating facility 
through the purchase and construction of: 

o 1 aluminum ADA compliant gangway 
o transient dockage for 14 vessels 
o handicapped accessible restrooms 
o handicapped accessible showers 
o Maritime Boater Visitor Center 

 
The Project is part of a multi-year, multi-million dollar Marina 
redevelopment Program designed to: (1) renovate and expand the municipal 
marina, (2) provide new docks, a pumpout station, (3) a working boatyard, 
(4) an ADA accessible marina and maritime center and comfort station with 
showers, laundry facilities, and snack machines, and (5) a maritime park 
walkway with decorative benches, and marsh viewing stand, and lighting 
throughout. The Town of Scituate has purchased a $4.3 million dollar parcel 
of land encompassing the boatyard, marine park, and sensitive marshland, in 
an effort to preserve it for use by all and to preclude commercial or private 
development. The park, expected to be completed in 2012, will be enjoyed by 
all via a waterfront promenade, a pedestrian walkway from the maritime 
center to a viewing platform near the marshland, and water taxi and 
walkways to Scituate's downtown restaurants, stores and shops. 

 
Y-6-D-1 – Wessagusset Yacht Club Transient Boater Dockage  
 
The objective of the Wessagusset Yacht Club Public Transient Boater Access 
project is to increase transient boater berthing and access to Boston Harbor’s 
natural, historic and scenic attractions by providing dockage for 8 transient 
boats > 26’ through the purchase, construction and installation of:  

o 1 Type 400 Heavy Duty 50’ x 14’ dock unit 
o 1 Type 300 Heavy Duty 50’ x 14’ dock unit 

 
The eight additional transient berths at a renovated, full service Yacht Club 
will provide a greater number of transient boaters the much needed 
opportunity to tie up in a safe berthing in a high demand region.  The units 
will be placed at the terminus of reconfigured YC floats for easy, deep water 
access in and out of the facility for transients.  The units were chosen 
specifically for their ability to provide stable dockage in a potentially high 
energy environment and will assure safe dockage under all weather 
conditions for transient vessels > 26’ in length. The project will provide 
boaters greater access to the natural, cultural, and historic attractions of the 
greater Boston Harbor area.  And, the project will help the community by 
supporting new revenue generating businesses in the waterfront area.  

 

Other Activities 

The Boating Infrastructure Grant Coordinator is an active member of the 
Massachusetts Legislative Boating Caucus and provided agency 
representation at 1 meeting in 2011.  The Coordinator also maintains agency 
membership with the States Organization for Boating Access.   



The majority of the Coordinator’s time was spent preparing annual financial 
and progress reports, preparing annual grant submissions, and working with 
potential applicants.  In 2011, a considerable amount technical assistance 
continued to be provided to this year’s Tier I applicant, the Wessagusset 
Yacht Club.  The Coordinator also took part in an Accessibility Online 
Webinar Session titled “Accessible Marinas and Boating Facilities.”  
Information from the webinar was forwarded to current and prospective sub-
grantees.   
 
Thomas Beaulieu, CVA Program, and Eileen Feeney, Habitat Program, also 
contributed significantly to the Program in 2011.  Eileen has been essential in 
working with current subgrantees to document invoicing and project 
progress.  Tom has provided substantial assistance with subgrantee contracts 
and payments.   

 


