
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       May 9, 2013 
 
Honorable John Boehner 
Speaker of the House 
1011 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Speaker Boehner: 
 
I was concerned and disappointed to read in recent media reports that you have indicated 

you will likely not support a House version of the Durbin-Enzi legislation, The 

Marketplace Fairness Act, which allows states to collect taxes on sales made using the 

Internet.  Given the strong bipartisan manner with which Durbin-Enzi passed in the 

Senate, as well as the support it enjoys from many of your Republican colleagues in the 

House, I had hoped that you would give this measure a more thorough review.  

   

This is a matter of fairness and equity to Main Street businesses. Having run a small 

business for 36 years, I believe that local retailers and other merchants should not have to 

compete with online sales giants that do not have to collect state and local sales taxes. It 

is simply contrary to sound public policy to penalize companies that actually invest in a 

brick-and-mortar presence and create jobs in a community. 

 

I disagree with your comments about this legislation constituting a burden for online 

retailers.  The legislation only applies to online merchants with more than $1 million in 

annual sales, and states would provide these retailers with free software to comply with 

the law.  Moreover, the measure would collect revenue that citizens are already required 

to pay when filing their annual tax returns.  Understandably, too few of them do because 

of the logistical complexities of tracking and recording of online purchases throughout 

the year or a lack of familiarity with the law.      

 

With the percentage of sales conducted on the Internet increasing dramatically, more and 

more local jobs and small businesses will become vulnerable.  There are more than 

500,000 retail jobs in Massachusetts alone, and they are threatened by this lack of a level 

playing field.  Giving an unfair advantage to one retailer over another compromises the 

competitive atmosphere in which most businesses thrive.  Likewise, the days when 

Internet merchants needed this financial leg-up are long over.  
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I believe that the American people deserve to fully understand the implications of this 

legislation before the House takes action, and I respectfully challenge you to a public 

debate on the matter.  You can select the date, time, and location of this debate, and I will 

make arrangements to be there.  Rather than striking deals behind closed doors in 

Congress to defeat this truly bipartisan legislation, let’s be transparent and give the public 

the opportunity to hear both sides of the issue and lend their voices to this important 

discussion.   

 

Some have estimated that $23 billion in revenue nationwide goes uncollected each year 

because of this issue.  At a time when significant cuts in federal aid are anticipated and 

states and municipalities are struggling under budgetary constraints, an easy mechanism 

to collect revenue that individuals are already required by law to pay is long overdue.  I 

eagerly await your response to my debate request and respectfully thank you for your 

consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Steven Grossman 
Treasurer and Receiver General 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 


